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The Candid Reader^ 



I Hope you aJ>provc of the dfForts.whifcli 
I have made for the fervice of the poor, 
and particularly the infant parijh poor of thefe 
great cities. There is good reafon to be- 
lieve that a law will be made, on the foun- 
dation of the moft urgent neceflity whidh 
ever exifted in any community, to prevent 
the efFufion of bldod. No one will con- 
ceive that I mean this iri a literal fenfe, 
but that ill-timed parfimony, ignorance, 
aftd negligence, have operated like poifon, 
and deftroyed vaft numbers of infants. But 
time ripens all the concerns of life, arid 
death i and we may flatter ourfelves that 
thefe^atal difcafes will be cured, not in 
thefe cities orily, but in other great towns, 
where the evil predominates. 

Goncciving it to be no mean part of the 
tafk I have undertaken, I have thrown in 
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mymte towards the redudlion of the price 
of breads it being confiderably too high in 
proportion to the price of corn, as well as 
the wretched adulteration of it. This alfo 
regards health and ficknefs, happinefs and 
mifery, life and death ; and there is reafon 
to bcjieve fome falutary legiflative refolu- 
tion will be taken upon it. 

As to our conduft towards the adult pa- 
ri(h poor, or young perfons paft their in- 
fant ftate, much is wanted to be done : 
but it depends more on the due execution 
of the laws already exifting, than upon 
any new regulation. If divine laws do not 
render men obedient^ human inftitutions can 
hardly be expefked to prevail. What a 
fatal error it is in many who are charged 
with tlie care of the poor, that they 
forget the appointments of providence, 
and the diftinguiihed favor of heaven ! If 
they remembered the beatitudes annexed 
to an attentive concern for the preferva- 
tion of the poor, they would think the::i- 
Iclves in the true path which le:ids to 
immortal happinefs. They would itt 
ever)' parochial community, under \\I:a:- 
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erernamc or legal regulation diftinguiih* 
ed^ in fuichja light that they could hardly 
fail of' harmonizing in fentiments i and 
foi;(ake all narrow private interefts and 
emoluments, which our laws never in- 
tended fliould be indulged. They would 
unite in promoting the true welfare of the 
objects committed to their care, which re- 
quires too much time to allow of tedious 
harrangues, fruitlefs altercations, or perfo- 
naj vindictive difputes. 

You will alfo obferve that I have grati--- 
fied my inclinations in exploring a more 
ample field of national policy and huma- 
nity, as to the root of the impiety and 
mifery of the lower claffes of the people s 
which feem to be growing up to maturity. 
If we cannot eradicate them entirely, let 
us at leaft exert ourfelves to remove them, 
in the comfortable hope that they will 
ceafe. 

How this is to be accomplifhed, but by 
the virtue of the higher clafles, is inconceiv- 
able to me. That there is ftill a great deal 
of virtue amongft us, cannot be difputed : 
A 2 ncceflity 



neceffity will generate more ; and we muft 
not defpair, but that it may become fa- 
fhionable to indulge ourfelves in the plea- 
ilire of promoting univerfal happincfs with 
rcfpcfl: to both worlds; and difcoun- 
tenance each other in the contrafted fe- 
licity of vain and fenfual indulgences in 
the parade and intemperance of life, which 
have been condemned by the wife in all 
ages. It is very eafy to obferve how fhort 
and tranfient fuch pleafures arc, even t* 
thofe who arc mod devoted to them ; and 
how little they are diftinguiflied when 
multitudes purfue the fame courfe. The 
poverty thfy often entail; the unforefeen 
rcverfe of fortune } ill-health, or age, and 
devouring time, ufually change the fcenc 
with an amazing rapidity ! 

A fhort ftudy of aritAmefica/ phUofoph)\ 
in the probable duration of life, which 
\ recommend in feveral of thefe pages, 
piay cafily open our eyes, in fpite of the 
prevalcncy of cuflom, or a fuccefliQn of 
vain and empty purfuits. 

Our 



I » 3 

,i 

• Our liberty is built on virtue^ and Co is 
our national ftrength, I hope the riches 
acqmred by our commerce will not deceive 
us into our ruin ; but that we (hall make 
up our accounts and pay our debts \ and not 
amufe purfelveS with notions of being fo 
piuch richer than we really are, left di- 
ftrefs fhould conie upon us lilps an armed 
man. 

In the mean time we may naturally turn 
our thoughts to other joys ; the pleafures 
of temperance and humanity; the aw^ 
ful fear of God ; and the joyful hope of 
bis favor, Thefe, like the foul, which is 
their true objedl, will, in the language pf 
the Poet, 

'' Flourijb in immorPal youfh^ 

" Unhurt amdft the wars of elements^ 

** fbe wrecks of matter^ and the crufh of worlds / • ' 

In a word, fo long as the earth fhaU "en- 
dure; may we hope by virtuous liberty to 
flpurifl^ as a nation ^ apd renderevery indi- 

vidq^l. 
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Chtnirat RiJkSitm omMmfati^* 
To P H I L O P A U P B R I S. 

LETTER!. 

WHILST we are thinking of the prefervfttion q( 
the poor, let us alfo provide for our owti. Are 
faonon^ riches, applauie^ or truth, juftice and mercy, your 
favorite ^b}c&? The better undcrilanding you have^ 
the more exalted will your defigns be. But if you pro-, 
pofe to yourfelf no end worthy the nobility of^ your na- 
ture, or do not comply with the conditions of the hap'- 
pinefs you are heir to, what will the reverfion avail i 
Confider the injuftice^ detra^ion, countervention, fer- 
vility and bafenefs of a great part of mankind ! Do not 
thefe leave you in doubt, whether men think of death, 
or believe in an after*account ? If the whole man is ab« 
forbed in the gratification of fancy and opinion, or any 
favorite habit or paffion, which reafon condemns, in the 
fame proportion will the re&itude of his inclinations 
be warped, and his anions tainted. 

We ace til dupes to our own foibles : it 1$ the degree 
of virtue or vice which conlUtutes the difference. We 
either live and die in a well grounded hope, or betray 
ourfelves into a fool's paradife. Every man who profefles 
what he believes to be fajf^y is a. knave : and he who 
does ntft btlitvi what is given upon rational grounds ; 
and which, if it be true, is of the laft moment to hira^ 
is weak» abfurd, and fooliib. 

Moft of tts trifle away the great truth, that we are 
ie dup ia the lame manner aa we pradlically pafs oveii 
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the do£lrine of an afur-auowfit. The firft, with regard 
to others like ourfclves, is the obje^ of fenfe ; but if 
neither upon this evidence We mend out ways, it is no 
wonder that we grow.ftu{^d.as to mattery of religion. 

Be cautious of your own hearty particularly when you 
judge of other men's. The beft anions' are -dcSeply dyed 
in frailty i and indifcriifiinatc, rclentlefsj 'or- vindlOTvc 
accufations are the ftrongeft proofs of depravity ; fo that 
whilft wc depreciate dthers, we ihould be guarded hot 
to vilify human nature. Gt)d is wife and good, but man 
having perverted his ways, wars with his own nature. 
Since it is fo very appartlit that wc cannot exift but in 
focicty, and that all 'trCie fd'cial dutirt' neccfiarily arifc 
from a genuine ftlf-IovoV ^xcrt yoiif judgment ; give 
pioof of your underftahding ; try hovi^ beft 16 pro- 
mote your'own intereft. If \6\xx views arc bounded by 
the things yJii fee ; ' if your defires arc moft gratified by 
ol>jc£ls of fcnfcj if your'hopes arc anirtiated by nothing 
beyond the grave, the thblight of death, even in arith- 
metical fpeculation, will be difguftful, if not terrible to 
you. Every head-ach, every winter*^ cough, will force 
yoii to fcelc relief in diffipation, though it (houlJ bring 
on death fo much the fooner : and the notion that to 
mend yoiir life is to pYephfe fir deaths will be of all 
others the moft remote. 

Men will e\'er be efteemed by the virtuous part of their 
fpecics in proportion to their fuppofed fmcerity with re- 
gard to the world, aiid their ability to be ufeful to 
others ; hut it muft be remembered, that where the 
judge himfelf is not finccre, he can form but imperfect 
ideas of the principles and niodves M-hich aAuate others. 
3t For 
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For tbts rcafon Jet it not give you much concern it 
un&ir conftru£lions are made of your condu(9. 

The pltaiing^pr painful thought of deathj when pro«- 
perly indulged, afts with fuch force as to coi^found all 
fpjly and mifreprcfentation. Virtue can fMpport U3 even 
under the thought of death. 

From computing the fpeedy mortality of infants, and 
the^ injury done our country, which may he in a great 
degree prevented, in order to profit by oxir ftudy, let 
us mak^ a natural tranfition to whzt cannot be prevented, 
namely the advance of years, and our pwn di/ToJution, 
The philofophic poet fays, 

** 7i each unthinking Biing^ Heav'n a friend^ 
** Gives not the ufelefs knonf ledge of its end, 
^^ To man imparts ity but with fuch a vietu^ 
*' Tlbat whijft be dreads itj makes him hope it too. 
** The hour eonceatdj andfo remote the featy 

, ♦^ Death JiiU draws n^arer^ never feeming near: 

** Great Jlemding miracle that Heaven ajfignd 

' " ** ftsonlj thinking things this turn of mind.** 

This is indubrtably true, and an awful monument of 
the infinite gbodncfs of the great Author of nature !' But 
' it is equally true, and equally proves the indulgence of 
Heaven, that a certain thoughtful fenfibility .how. beft 
tp perform the laft fcepe which we are to a^ in lif^ 
founded on ftipady principles, will give the bigheft evi- 
dence £bat we live to a good purppfe. If it were notib^ it 
would be folly to implore the Deity, that we may nu9ibe)r 
our days with a view to become fo much the wiier* / . 
This plan of arithmetical philofophy which I now 
B 2 • |«ljpnf 
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prefent yeu, is very ttfy to and^fftand y but I fear, b&« 
caufe it is fe eafy, it will be as flightly regarded, as we 
pafs by a herfe, hardly obrerving bow many horfts it 
is drawn by, or what ufe it is of. 

We fie within the circle of familiar friends and ac- 
quaintance, the countenance change ; and as years fteai 
on, we btar complaints of want of health, or want of 
ftrength andencrgyj wbilft we behold tnfokmn proecffion, 
fome mthj and foine wthout this notice,^ numbers n^uc^ 
oiTthe ftage of life, and leave us to lament our lofs— ^d 
to forget it* Repeated obfervation vrould c^ft^gtooo^ 
over the mind of a thoughtful man, if the fame (eniibilit/ 
did not infpire him with joy, at feeing as rapid a change 
from infajicjT tQ childhood.^ from chililhpod to youth > 
fiom^youth tQ.maiibood^ yri(h4lUthc feveral grada^ons 
of in^^vemtnt, in .cb^in.s of perfon and growing^wcrs 
of mind. ... , . 

The whole frrics in the volume of nature is fraught 
with wonder. Life and death^ like fummer and winter^ 
are fo pregnant with a variety of change, that theire is 
nothing of which the facred writings inform us, but de« 
niand our ai&nt. The continuation of the iknie pro- 
pbrtioiiite number of the fexcs, is vicpnderful. t fei! 
174,797 mafes, and 166,348 females born, which is 
near eqtiid as 14 to iSiVd ; '^od iZjSjygO' nntles, and-. 
263,129 females dead, which is near equal as 14 to 
r4^Vt . : Why moftfenUdes appear to have died, is froni 
tde mmiber^ of rnen Wha are employetl ih war and com* 
merce, and Tent out to our cblonies. This reconciles thei 
difprofortion upon a comparifon widi the births. . Here 
9tQ y^\%\it% ^o^H) smd ^91,919 dead, fo that the lo(s is 

180,774 
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lt09774 i^) in twenty years - (A;) ; or 9038 per anHunu 
Xbefe ei}ual iirtbs carry witb them evident marks of die 
linger of a fupremc almighty diret^r^ uadcar whofe wift 
and merciful government we livej and the dtaiks th^ 
abufe of bis oiercy ! Yours, Ac. 

C9^futati$n of Human Lift from X /)9 40. 

L B T T E R II. 

TO appeal to the evidence of numerical faAs, let 
ui enter into a critical examination of the bills 
of mortality. From the appearance of coantenantes, i|s. 
you walk the flreets, you would not imagine that i in 
^Iiired to be 50 years of age. Thb however is ndaily 
tbe'faft : I find on 10,743 dead per anniimi on a me- 
dium of 4 years, 161 32 tied under $0 years iold, wbiob 
is 77 per cent, or 3 on 100 lefs than z in 5. 

To begin wkh a general view of life according to 
the common bills of mortality, I find as follows : 
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nearly percent.! 

Dea^fropi I to 15, a$ before mentioned — 498 

Dead from the birth to 40 years of ago^ 
in jfooo — — ^— — .^ -^ 688 
.ThuBwe-fet that fromsa to 25, detth takes off 4 
in 100 more' than from 15 to-2p, the reafiui of which 
iflitft trife'frMi greatBr vice ^d intemperaoce at thia 
period. 

' Fmn 25 to 3o:the chance is nearly the.fain^ as frpm 
■20 to 25.' 

. After 30, .which- is the /riiiK of lifoy .we. begin to 
ijber decay, tnd thaf which. in the 5 preceding years 
'^Mi^'huif^ptg tenth tuwu^ : 
• When we reach 40 it rifes up to 10. per cent. 
' Upon the -whole SccouAt of 15. to 40 years of age^ 
374 V^ oenL t]ie in tbefe cities, vix. above i in j, 
^riudi I apprehend may by nciarlyjhe fame over the whole 
lingdoid } far the mortality here» where fo much affi^- 
anoe is^nrti^ is not great, except among infants. 
•> The moft. intelligent part, of mankind, who live in 
affluence^ Und l^ive the knowledge and the means of 
•preferving themfelves, more than the illiterate and lower 

■ ' clafT^s, 
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c^^ei; <IS hoe iVihji diTccv^, "ih \it perfons ^ilielrirt^n 
accpiaiiMncfc; the true rate dfrii'omlity; YirVcre thfe^W 
keep a regifter of /i^^/», their ages, aQd the time of dieir 
departure, for the. period otten or twenty j^cars, it wouiSi 
hold up fuch a^Sfture^^ InioiiU c4ecfc{th|s{f vaineftcoa- 
teits : and, if they were wife, humble them to the duft. 
' If we cc^fider how many of the lower fankSf fikv^^brf 
jcaiionairy very 2^^^ prpviri6n,^or commit ^'reat excefii^ 
when 'they meet with ve'r^ iood; that they' fometimes 
want in^'iomciimcs' aifhund\ and are expot^cT tolieat ajh^ 
cold, moift and .-dry, atid frequently to foul air^i. we: muS 
not wonder if in general their liveS are fttortfen«d. . . 
' A true vi^w of life feet^s to be fe^etHlog/like that 
6f ftprecipieefrom whieh^t? i^ r^ceSiOfJti fiuf^e^ not 
td be dafhedinpieces^'butiitvhopes f<»bo're<ti4^^ 
elyfian joys. But ftill we defi're a reprieve, -flattering 
ourfelve^ that it is, ^ Vt flio\^.no!t di« 'till jfoine diftant 
day: and indeed there m th« utmoft reafonto.i>diere« 
'that to thlK bulk of mankiiki who think pri»per|y ^f^/eath, 
a itpBcve Mndersrdieir Uite^iiAftrMmeiUal tQ a iiappy 
exits and fo far life moft.'.beiconfidered; 4» a V^JfiVt 
and we'Ottgbrtopray for iti : . ?, , . ' ; . -, . 

'Vlt is^'fii^^ bills of 

^mortality, but not therefore the lefs importantly jiG^ ; 
' we' are; fo fond of •cheating ourfdves, tiut^hc ftcong- 
' '^ probii wliiai^^^tutatt* exp(^ ^idtbmetical 

philofophy produce, can liardl)/(;giYe us theffighteft.uKi- 
preffiohs of our approaching end;;/ Can we then do too 
much, to induce ourfcl^cV to number our days, in lUch 



t tXHt $xd liyaulitr fenfc» 9» tbait v« may dU^^ntly apply 
qurfdvcs to. Ic^rji tbcin^ of life ?, Yours, &c. 

tmrthtt ntiiw oftbt hbrisUif rfHrnnaa Li/e, frm 40 tQ 80. 

L E T T E R in. 

MEN are faid to be f^tis or phyjiciam for them'* 
ielvcs by the age of 40 : may we not add, that 
they are fbola or confeflbrs^ and inftruSors to thetu- 
ftlve^ at this period ? not but there U a vaft fiekl before 
1^^ and time ftill matures the judgment. 

** ThefiuPs itrl^ fUagi battered and diC0/4% ,, .] 
^^ L^s innno Ugbt tbr^h chinh which tinuhas modi.** 

. WJia Ml ii|gmOu« writer, obfervcs, is w^I grounded^ 
i^M. fcaticd]^ do wf ftnd |1k key of life bdojre the gatea 
of dutb.afc ppenod to U9 :' . 

. i^nM:jtfiubit0h$dieH''^ndt^dU. ' 

Happy it i&xiHien in a ihoml and religiout fenfe, -wis 

do really look ahsui ufltini furvey ihc world a&^ it >^ a 

fcene of guik andferrow, yet srisoed with Virtue and joiy > 

pot a refting place, but a journey of tqii and difficulty. ; 

Let us ^ow examine how many drop -faetwecir 140 

and 50. • ' r 

<3t2 (remaining 
of die sooa) 
4Py^ar8old 



1 50147 t if>\ IS 1 97 
Deadf in i^ooo by 40 as already (hewn 688 

. Dead from birth to 50 yeara old "— 785 



Totil ^ 
percnt. 

31 



Which 
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which is*iJi;khJn 2 per c*iit. of 4 ifi 5. of all that Wefc:, 
bofft, the rtiftputation being made lipo* 36-5^31^, *. 

The duration of life which may be now coYnputcd on, 
IS 15 years, the time which it pleafei the Almighty to 
grant the good King Heztkiah^ upon his eameft petition 
to heaven, probably made with the hopes of doi«^ fome 
great tliihg ixjr his family or people. '"-^ ' 

Fi/ieett years r — They are ^one as it were whilft 
the clock is finking twelve. It is an ample period oF 
delay in common life, when tliey afc oniy fitgun, and 
where men are willing to reach their journey's end j but 
how feldom is this the cafe ? When nature has done her I 
ofEce with fo much teftderflef^, ^^ to briAg u§ to the 
end of 56 years, the fame indulgence to oCif Ifitellifc- 
tual powers might make us fee, with themiftd'f eye, ihi 
cffulgency of thofe adamantine towers which open thtf 
entrance of the boundlefs regions of immrbrtaJlty, tftt 
glories of which the heart cannot conceive. The mitidT 
naturally feeks for pleafure, and we fhould'cdmpafs this 
folid hope, not yifionary iljufion^ if wfrm/riberej our d^p, 
and applied our hearts to wifdom^ 

Fif»en years, and nomor&^to be computed on ! un- 
certain if it (ball be fo many d^ys : is not this fufficient. 
reafon to prepare ?— ^-Surc we are that the hour of death 
approachet, at a}} ages, and that time never fleep^^ or 
ftops its coorft. Eyery^ hour brii^gs on the day, not of 
<Mr ei^it only, but of the confumoiation of aft the ends 
of the creattoir of mankind, \)^ refpeA to this globe* 
lit brings oh that ti^mendous period, wh^n the Judge 
Qt the whole earth will appear in the cloudy of heaven, 

C to 
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to condemn or approre diat conduA which depends , on 
diefe our fleeting hours ! Doth it not then behove U5 m 
arrange our afEurs ; to make our peace with God jun^ 
ihen ; and to prepare to fct out. Such is the leflbn which 
this arithmetical philofophy teaches, vi?. 



Dad 

'3t 



Dead by 
6a 



38 



Dead by|TetaI| rocal 

33 1131 ~ 



On 215 (remaining of the 
iooo) of 50 years to 65. 

Percept, - r r 

Dead from birth to 50 on 1000 r— 785 

Dead to 65 on icoo — — — 898 

It is true this hft is. but 41 in ioo> but obferve hoMf 
many fall at 55 and 60, and you will £nd that 2 in 5, 
pf thefe ages, brings it to a full medium computation, s^jid 
agrees nearly with the accounts of France. And what 
do the ivmajnder paft 65 begin to be ? oftentimes mere 
rpimanis ef thmfolves, grafping at die world, when it is 
impoffible tl^ey pin hqld if — And let us fee what theif 
chance is. ^ ■ ■ . \^_ 



Oni02(remainingofth6 ^^^ 
jooo) of 65 to 80 years. 



Nearly per cent. - - 



by 70. 
30 



29I 



Dead bjrpDod hj 
75- 

^5 



24i 



80. 

20 



19? 



Total 
dejid. 

75. 



Total 
pcictot. 



734- 



Dead from birth to 65 in loop — 898 

Dead frpm birth to 86 in iooo — 973 

What think you now if it fliafl pleafc heaven that 

you reach 80 ? There will then remain of the ihujamfiy^ 

Do you wifh to be of this number alfo, who for the mbff 

part rather vpgetate than live ? What is it to 2fv/, "but 

to 
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tcr^^cfthrcekftiAl powers of rualoa!— ^Tbe 27 ja looo. 
may- drag ont life to 90 on a mcdiuin 5 yet. from thuk 
general compuUtipn it. k obvioiMy that what wag. re^ 
marked by a great prince and penitent^ who ruled, a. 
mighty nation fo many years before the promulgatioa 
of ^ cbri^tan law* is juft and true at this day* 
■ '7%F«^rvnf years and ten is an age of great dignity^ as 
if faeaVen had been peculiarly indulgent : for if men 
reach four/core j their days will probably be labor and? 
forrow. Few have the fortune of LtpHs CamarB. the 
noble Venetian. The energy of thought is |one» s(pd 
the devices qf their hearts oftentimes puerile* Hea- 
ven guard us ag^inft the lofs^ or decay of reafon ! 

The abftraA 6f this mortality of 1000 bom ftanda^ 
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34 
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973 
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jpcrcent, 

t Thus do we 

• . " Strut and fret nkr bsur upon thiftage^ 

77/»^, .&ys a bold writer, is a G^^. — ^Indeed if yire 
i^qipe 71W, w|^ adori^ him who gave it. — ^If we adore 
time we (hall not abufe it ; and if we employ it as we 
migbt, we diall anJTwer hU great purpofe who gave us 
life,and all its joys^ that we might adere the donor. 

c 2 iu 
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7%i compMtafion of the Aance rf lift aec&rtSng i§ am 



oiti 



Afttr M«y| 


yt^n 


lire 


•faie. 


Jan. 


4 


41 


8 


4X 


12 


38 


x8 


34 


26 


30 



"] By ^ar accounts, 570 of the age of 4 pro- 
duce 262 at the age of 45; which .Is tit.6 
^ia 100. — So, at 26 years of a^e, 440 j^o- 
duced 197 at 52 years old, wnich is near 

J 45 per cent. — 28 is fuppofed to be the nie- 

dium number of years a man may then liv£, though wt 
feldom give a a greater purchafe than 15 to 20. 



After 


May 


yean 


liw 


of age. 


jrctn. 


30 


28 


35 


35 


40 


22 


45 


'9 


50 


16 



11 



J By oar accounts of 488 h>tng at 30, are 
alive at 58b 1499 or jq per cent. We fup,- 
pofe about 50 to be a medium at this time of 
life. So at 50, 215 produced 102 alive at 
^ 65, which is computed nearly the laft fifth 

of life. ■ They foppofe ^ of life gone at 50, we^i fo that 
the d^renci 15 ^5, op 5 per cent, and 52I years of age 
in^Fraivce to. he equal to 50 in £ng|aod« 3ut yet it 
jfeems as if t*;^ lived tp a gjrcater age than the French^ 
computed on the bilk of mortality. 



102 in England at 65 are reduced to 27 

at 89.. Tq fuppofe thefc may liyc ta83» 
is taking near the third of 19, fuppofing 
the extreme aac to be 89* But we com- 
ipute that a whole loop are not gone till 
94, artd we often find that 2 or 3 on 24,000 
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of age 
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55 


14 


60 


II 


65 
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70 


. b 


75 
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80 
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3uded i{| a year, exceed 100. 



Yours, &c. 



Olferva* 
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OhfirvMtimi §» it* frtceSng (kmfuHikmff and an MjHmmt •/ 
Lift wth ngard to Death. 

LETTER IV. 

WHO can contemplate the ftate of man, andf not 
dKcover how fhort a time is allotted bkn f 
Who can ruminate oh the fafti the prefent and the/k/irr/, 
akhd dare ta procraftinatc any bufinefs of Kfc, which he 
is fully convinced from his confcioufnefs of good and 
evil he is accountable for, and ought to be done. If the 
employment of your thoughts, the ufe of your fpeech^ 
«nd the quality of your anions are the objeds on which 
your everlafting interefl: depend^j be (peed'y in the exe- 
cution of your own purpofes. If the Almighty hath fent 
his Son, the Saviour of the world, iipoh earth, to give you 
the cleared information what manner of life you (hould 
lead, lead that lift. If he hath left on record, oir whar 
Conditions you may expert everlafting bappinels after 
death, obferve them : do not truft a day, an houfir Your 
days wing their flight, and one fucceeds another. Time 
has no duration or exiftence, but as we employ it. The 
feafartt who is fincere, juft and' merciful, is in a fair road : 
ym can be no. more. Truft not to education, what we 
vulgarly call Uberal education : it is oftentimes very illibe-- 
nd, as to the true knowledge and praAtce of religion.' 
What have you before you ? — a precarious life at every 
ftage oi it I "After 50 years, 785 in a iboo are already 
firuck off the lift of the living. Confider how much 
,■;■.■-. -'-2 we 
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Wt are generally obliged to wreftle with death after AU 
period : the wifer you are, the led rdudant you will he 
to lay jdown quietly, in hopes o( everiq/Hng reji^ > - 

Whether from time^ or the accident! arifing from cli^^ 
mate or occupation ; from your own excdfles, or the in- 
temperance of your parents \ nay firom your virtues, -yo« 
Wiy be thrown into the arms of death. Thofe who havs 
efeaped the florms of life, and land in hopes of comfort* 
a|>d repofe, do but begin to play this \^ fifth aa\ and 
they muft look back on the other four, ere the edd %tA, 
purpofe of the fcene can be developed. 

. And what time of life is exempt from vigilance I You 
cannot be infenfible how often- you have been difturbed. 
by the infurre&ion of enemies, worked into the compor*. 
fition of your frame. Yet with regard to your h$dy^ yiou ' 
are pf . all animals the.moft capable of repair : and, with > 
refpe£t to yoai fiul^ iorrow and contrition for what..i5i>, 
paft, plead with an angel's voicct and offer fovereign 
medicines tp heal your wounds.- 

Confider what you are, and what you nuy be. :.I^^ 
any thing is to be done you have ^no time to lofe. You 
arefure the fprings of life wear out, and the machine of- 
courfewiU ceafe its motion, and all the thoughts and/ 
devices of your heart will perilb. : ;. .;, 

Though we flu)uld fteer our covirfe with ever fQ:Kar> 
clonal a circumfpe£iion, yet are we often driven upon,, 
(ands, and when we meant to aflift oUv^rs, fipd it diiEt/Y 
cult IQ pi:eferve our own poor vefTel. The ibipbcinf^ 
nfceflkrily a-float, fpmetimes in fmgotb water, with a 

. . leading 
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Ohfinmtumi §» it^ fnadhg CmfuHahutt ami an ijHmatt ^ 
Lift with rtgard to Dtatk. 

LETTER IV. 

' HO can contemplate tte ftate oF man, anci nof 
drfcover how fhort a time is aHottcd likn T 
Who can ruminate oh the fajli the prefeftf and thcfuturt^ 
artid dare to procraRinaiw^ any bufiinefs of life, which he 
is fuHy convinced from his confcioufnefs of good and 
evil he is accountable for, and ought to be done. If the 
employment of your thoughts, the ufe of your fpeech^ 
iuid the quality of your anions are the objeds on which 
your everlafting intereft depcnd^j be fpeedy in the exe- 
cution of your own purpofes. If the Almighty hath fent 
Hii Son, the Saviour of the world, tipoh e^rth, to give you 
tlie cleared information what manner of life you (houM 
Itad, I^d that life. If he hath left on record, on: whar 
Conditions you may exped everlafting bappinels after 
death, obferve them : do not truft a day, an hour« Your 
days wing their flight, and one fucceeds another. Timcf 
faas no duration or exiftence, but as we employ it. The 
feejant who is fincere, jull and' mercifuT, is in a fair road : 
you can be no. more. Truft not to education, what we 
vulgarly call liberal education : it is oftentimes very illibe-*- 
lidi as to the true knowledge and prafttce of religion.' 
What have you before you ? — a precarious life at every 
ftagc of it ! After 50 years, 785 in a 1000 are already 
flrucic ofF the lift of the living. Confidcr how much 
^'•■'' " '2 we 
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die welfare tif other mefi, fts the fapreme objeft and ift. 
folute condition of our own bapptneft, in fbat m Um^ 
S/Umi immtrfj for we are already arrived in the eonfinea 
of If* Infirtnkies of body are perpettial monitOFfe. E<^ 
psriesce, relrgiovs wifiiom, and political virtue, all ■ifit^'* 
their force to render us fiiitbfal fuhje^s and ferrsnti t» ' 
the great Irord of the ontverfe, to be employed a» tlie rt^ - 
flruments of his providence in the prefervation of our 
fellow-creatures. 

If the edge of your inclination to vice or folly ii 
not Hunted ; if your «nderftMidiftg and heart are not 
improved, both whidf^ in the order of time and BatHret* 
muft be prefumcd t^ Cake plaet, fd what ind have you 
lived 5c year* I If indolence or cafelefnefs, 9^ every p0«» 
l1od> ia inconffftent with the aftive focial nature of maiV 
wlyitare we todo^ atcttrdiiig^ lo'our rtfped^ve fc yrt »n tv 
rank and mental- powers, boc to devote our fives to ih«, 
ibrvice of other men^ -sa the true ai)d proper objed of 
our own happrnefs ? Why (hould we wiih to live^ IhH 
as we can render our lives ufefut in this great viewf 

This is what our religion teaches, from the very 
Awnings of reafon, to all the followers of that great 
jfrince and law-giver, who laid down bis life fir ui^ at. 
an earlier age than 50. This is the doArine which ^ 
meaneft of mankind may underffand, in the cottage,' ar 
well aft the palace: it checks die pride and prefump** • 
tlon of the rich, and cheriftes and exalts tiie poor. If- 
ixvEk jufHce be done ta each other, nurcy and truth will' ^ 
embrace^ mdpnue and ^ibufywilt fmile around, 

TWa ; 
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.r'lyiim thf^irovcrfe «f that covetoofi rapacious tefnpclft: 
wti^ttm dcfire of wealth, aad voluptuous enjo3rment8 fo ' 
imifixinly piroinotes in the world,' atid which, when iurtn«^ 
ly.i^bliibeds (m^dmea become irradicable. but:by the 
€xtin(kion Qf.a.pation^ , This the hiflory of the w^rld 
puQpves,^ aiid,t)ii»,'^if we have any. fenfe of the con(c* * 
quinces oriaunondityf muft put us; on our guard. 

: -ljf:We trace the, vefliges of aoctentRome, by the re« 
coids of the patriotiffii of her citizens, and the venerable 
re«iaiii8 df her fumptuous edifices, let us alfo refle£l that 
thnfe lofds of th^ earth are nd qiore ! Thefe lords of 
thp earth, who aiFe&ed to civilize mankind by carrying 
their arms co^diftant regions, Jntoxicated with pride, 
nullified by luxury, and departing; fr^n the fear of their 
gods, became a prey to each other ! Such may be our . 
cafe^^ if tbofe who, from natural temper and education 
are capable of reflexion, do not reflet in time^ and re- 
fohre to aft agreeable to their own principles. Our fupe^ 
riority to the ancient Romans is as great as everlafting 
truth excels error and delufion. It is true they adopted 
this glorious principle of liberty, that felf-love and fo<:ial 
aifiedions terminate in the iamr points This was in- 
deed deeply rooted in their minds, as a part of their po-' 
Ktics, their morals^ their religbn:.fo far they were 
chriftians : and fo long as they a6ted by the beft lightt '* 
they had) they wtra formidable and renowned. How 
miith >tlwy Aotfght religion efiential to their beings is 
obvious ^m' what Cicero declared to the fenate. He 
fiiys, *• Valuer ourr<!lves a» we^ mayj verterable fsthen^h ^ 
yet have we neither excelled the Spaniards in numbers^ 

D th» 



jthc pauls in ftrength, the Carthaiimam ill ftifttigcin^ 
nor die Gncians in trtt ; nor in fliort have we oat-dcfM 
ihofe of our o^ii neighbouring nationt the ItaSmts jmi 
iMittts^ ill liatural p^ts or fenfe ; — but by piety, by re« 
ligion; by this ohlj point $f wtfiUm^ we have fully p^« 
cetred all things ordered and direded by die h^efm wf 
Jhe inmwialjodfy and have brought thefe people and na- 
tions under our fubjeftion.** And do we not fnb^ 

by obedience to $urhvfSj the confiftency of our conifK- 
tution* and the purity, of otir religion ? Our laws aire 
founded oil the laws of.Chrift. If A/, tic Son of God, 
the gr^at prince and fovereign of the unxverfe ; if ihr, at 
whodfe ^commands the ftorm was laid^ the blind faw, the 
lame walked, and the dead arofe j if hty whofe laws are 
tranfmitted down fdr our guidance, and whofe pnomifes 
fextcnd to eternity; if A/, whofe precepts breathe the nibft 
exalted lefibns of philanthropy, and who at length died 
for his cotmtry^ zn^ mankind: if he cannot infpire tis with 
a tr\ie fpirit of liberty^ and a juft fenfe of patriottfm, we 
mud fink under the weight of our own corruption, at' 
the ancient Romans did under theirs. 

Experience (hould teach us the advantages which 
drife from a knowledge of the genius of our fellow- 
fubjcfts in general. We ihall no fobner difcover the 
evil habits they have contra£led by the encreafe of 
opulence, and the force of imitatFon, than we ihall alfo 
find that the moft ejffediual means of bringing them back 
to a right fenfe of their condition, is for the higher clafles 
of the people, firft to underftand theirs^ Without this it 
may be doubted if either forced or perfuaCon wiU effec*- 
5 tually 
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(fitUjr pirnraU. Jf piety aod p^rifmony, an4 a, proper 
tixf^&qa to the decrees of providence, become ihe 
rulmg principle of thofe who ar6 pofiefied of property^ 
.4nd they give proof of it by their cdndu^, it will operate 
with a refiftlefs force. For diq^gh"^ ftill rfeti^fn a part 
of our ancient ferocious temper, yet "have we'alfb'that 
native ingenuoufnefs and candor 'whifch fibcrty and good 
^pfe infpitt, Confi:quen;tly ^is .willferve,- hot ^nty ai| 
^example, but alfo.as a ineaos whereby gpverom^nt 
Will reoovi^ the dignity^ energy and force, fo e^ntial to 
^JUf u^rjnang. Hence it is jplain tjiat we muft Aill re- 
' vert to die virtue of individuals. What the portion of it is, 
which will pj^erve us, God only Icnows ^ but it feenis as 
if we yfcrc all perfaaded that we aire at prefent very de- 
ficient of the true ftandard, or fterling virtue, neceflary 
to our exiftence. 

The fe^ ,of Gcyl is the li^hmiNg of wifdom i where 
this predominates, the integrity of the heart will point 
out to us the true objects of our hopes and fears : the 
capricious di<9ates of libertinifm^ iivaricc, ambition, or 
jelf-conceit, will give place to folid arguments.; and 
xyeii a cpnteft fgr bewitching pwu^r will be.abforbed ir( 
thj? praAice of focial' duties, which alone can give per- 
manency to freedoml mpre dear than life itfelf. 

WhiUl the brave man fubmits tf> the dirpenfations of 
j^rpvidepce, in life and death^ he ytWl be ready to flied 
bjs blood in dcfejfice of thatfy/lcp* of laws and govern- 
j^ent by which a r(Ui9naU ^^V ^^d reUgi&ui liberty is 
^maintalped^. A|id when bis .hour cmfSy whilft he invoices 
iij Majkcr for mercy for his own fin^, he will- with a 
D 2 feraphic 
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ferapiic Biriox smploK 'the Sovereign -of the vniverfi! fb 
fave hh tduntrj ! - -^ : Yours, &c. • 

further Moral and lteiigi$ms'AffiSiMS' $n tbi tmrnmi CmiBthu 
' *9f. Human Liftf 

I. E T t E R v.. ,* 

WHETHER it be in Ekghfidhr ifi'Frawe^ ox 
the moft diftint region', the arro'ws-of death fly 
fwift;- The fun wil! "not guard us by day,' nbr tJice tAb&n 
^by nighr : "thefe irideed'proclaim his pow^ oh whblta du'r 
prote&ion depends, -Extreme old age, likq the firft prize 
in k lottery, is gained tJy fomcbody ; and every one 
wifhcs for it. Will" it afford you any confolation t© 
know that upon the years 1756,' 1757, 1758 and 1765, 
there died upon a medium as follows : 

Between the ages of Si to go died 1^.31 p&fons, which* 
on a general numbcf of ' 700^000 inhabitants" is aboiit 
3 m 5000. ' * 

Between the ages of 9 r to 100, died 69 perfbnj, 
whidi 16 near lin lefjooc; If you have a mind to 
flatter y6urfelf that you (hall combat mortality to the 
age of 8Q9 then you may reckon 
From 8 J to 90 lived' 2^ in one ihoHfandi to die yearly. 
From 91 to ico lived 4 irt ten tboufand^ to die yearly. 
And what is ftill more, there are a few beyond all notice ■ 
of calculators. In this vaft number of inhabitants, wc 
find upon a medium there generally lives annually to . 
100, 2 J to 104 and 106, of each of thefe periods i, 
as it were to reoaiad us of the bare poffibility of living 

fo 
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fe feng. But why iw'(houId wifh'it I know not.; Ih 
fverj vkw of life, having at the utmoft fo fhort i 
time to live, it will be .aio& foolifh to feek occaiions of 
inquietude, inftead of the means- of calming our own 
palfions and thofe of other men.— Th6 thought of death 
is a fovereign remfedy, to cure the difcafcs which often 
prove mortal to the foul. 

. This '\ibw Ihould bjr no means dra'w a cloud fcyiKr 
your enjoyments. Gn the contrary j^ let your amBitfon 
be 'fired Vith hope, and afpire at living fuch an eqiiul 
confiffeiit life, that it may be faid. of 'you, ' ^ • ' 

** from Nature*s i^mfrqtejeaji he rpji well fatiiffd^ 
'<^' Thank d God that be had liv'd andlhathe ^fd/* '[ \ \ 

Whatever your fortune may be, your happincfs^wllt 
depend on it much lefs Hian on yoiir-turn of mind. - In 
this mixed ftate of thtiigs you muft exped to fee good 
apd ^vH miiced and blended, or alternately (ucceeding each 
other. Virtue, as well as vice, oftentimes gives ricbeis | 
riches as often produce fin and folly; fin and foHy ge- 
nerate poverty and repentance ; povertjp'and repentance 
rcftore us again to the* armsof'virtii^V And thus tTie 
wheel goes round. The greateft apparent evils fre- 
quently turn out the* greateft goods. ' Storms land inun- 
dations, which fometimes defpoil the 'natural wdrl^ of 
Jier riches and her beauty, are fucceeded by fimfhine- 
and (bowers to blefs the fruitful year ; and a marriage, 
and a birth, muft be fet againft a ficknefs and a death. 
So in the moral and intellectual world,^ the charms and 
pdytotagfes of virtue ftand againft the turpitude and mi- 

ferics 
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£;rie& of vice* Qne goes oiF the fb^e %iul OM 
comes on. 

* '*« /for irrfrt A«r, lih ivavi vnftHhf wtfot?^ 

To make youxfdS^ the object of your own ihou^tv^ 
how long you iliall live, is making life a. burthen. It i$ 
enough that you always live fo as to meet death gracefully,, 
If n;ien of 20 to 30 were to c^Sk lots which 4 in 100 
IhouM die; ^nd again betwc^ 3^ and 40^ which 5 
ihould be fx^puted ) and again bjC expofed to the JBuhe 
chance at 41 to 56, to fee which 6 &oidd termfipeifip 
fheir life i I fancy It would lower their creft iii cvely 
period, and render them more rational and conMMt 
Beings. This in effeft is the* 'iiondition of huMan 
life; and being 'maB^ fo by him who is the Lml '6f 
)ife, and the difpoier of all things, you who never paid 
any valuable con£deration, may very decently faVmit Iq 
l^iigoall the property you have in k; eipecially yrbeQ 
you have had it lOng enough ip ahfwer all the gitit 
fEjoda of your trvtn bippinefs. 

Kbr ought this arithmetical view of life to ^artie, 
xnuch Icfs to confound you. He who dies young is Ae 
left wedded to the world, lefs guilty, lefs afraid. If fet- 
ther advanced, nothing can be more true, or according 
to nature, than the ingenious Pope's remark, 

** Taught half by nafin^ half by mere iecaj^ 
, ^^ T$ welcmu dea^y and calmfyfafs away.'* 

■ " Neither from this general view ought you to forrow, 
much lefs to ftand aghaft, a3 to the ftate after death. If 

" you 
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jrou Mtt tnfft to-mdrrow for wfaa^v^r it ftiHf bring fdi^ft^ 
y^ fMy furely truft Ood and his word, if you MW 
ill hinl. Inthejlritas While the wonders of the diy}n« 
teoignity are illuftrioufly difplayed; for man is fitted for 
'^ibofhMht is for lifij by time and ^maturity of judg- 
meftt. 

And as nothing can be more certain than that time 

^wingson his rapid courfe, and death approaches with 

a,/olemn) awful pace^ more ready to throw his darts 

^when we. tranfgrefs by intemperahee : and whilft a 

.dioufand of his emiflkries lurk in ambufcade, the vital 

.fp^ngSy which animate this frame, gradually lofe their 

tone and elaftic ppwets. It is with life as ^ith the 

xerblViiig feafons 6f the year : we hardly get into the 

.fidl enjoyment of a fummer's day, before the rural (hade 

.a^d verdant lawn, the azure (ky and balmy air vanilby 

.and. for the prefent ceafe. Even this folid mafs of mat- 

^iier, and our kindred earth we tread upon, remind us of 

an approaching change. Permit me then to remind >^ 
.fD hold faft this confolation, as piorQ permanent than 
^ the great globe itfelf : retain theilnoerlty of your heart, 
thr propriety of your anions, ay ^ rational, focial, and 
^^ountable Being. Thefe will give you a foretafte of 

that immortal ity^ after which the foul fo naturally longs. 

Thefev^will enable you to look down in triumph on 

death ani^e grave ! 
When nSpm with benignaht, thb* awfiil fmiWs, gives 

afTurance that you need only to htgoodf to be happj y and 
. that the goodnefs of a numy is not the perfedion of an 

angeh^ your thoughts will ftill revert to the fuicerity of 

your 
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jfour hearty and the rationality of your condii&;. aaA 
the inore thefe are indulged, the more perceptibly y^ft 
will adhere to the great law of the- Saviour of the wodd» 
Charity to your fellow creatures^ will thUs become as m 
fkair to guide your fteps through the dangerous' patjis tiC 
life ; and whether your journey be long or fliort, wiU 
be of no great iDom€;nt to you« 

It is true we flatter ourfelves to the laft hour of life, 
and whatever your opinion is^ you muft not tell your . 
ntoft loved friend, Sir> by thp courfe of mortality joiofdl 
to your difeafes, the chance is againft your living abore « 
a year or two. But fuppofing, for the greater fecurity 
of your concerns in both worlds, you think fo yourfelf> - 
and leave the reft .to God and nature i may you not 
triumph to the laft, over the pains and decay you feel I ' 
Trtifi in God I chearfulnefs is as eflential to your religion» 
as your religion is to chearfulneis. To be difcon^ 
tested becaufe you can have fo little more of life» or he«^ ' 
caufe it is become fo much lefs pleafant to you than it.: 
was, is in efiect to complain of the order of nature^ .s 
fxnce nothing is more true, than that the happieft of 
mankind are taught, as the poet fays, half by decay, half ' 
by reafon^ to welcome death, and leave the world as • 
calmly going to reft. 

The only evil is pain^ and if yours is not acute, it k * 
a fhame for you not to bear it; it may ere long be 
removed. If // is acute it muft foon ceafc : you will 
bring it to an end, or it will bring an end to you. Con- 
fider death only as the ccflation of motion, and with it 
«f labor and vexation. Abftraded from a future Jfate^ 

there 
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^u vmA tnfft to-mdriW for wfaa^ev^r it thUthnngfafihf 
ynti may furely truft Ood and his word, if you ktitvi 
id him. 'la the Jliliu Whiletbewo&ders of the^^^ 
^tpi&^itj are illuftrioufly difplayed; for man is fitted for 
*Sn^Ja^ht is for lifii by time an^ maturity of judg- 

, And as nothing can be more ^rtain than that time 
.^iryigson his rapid courfe, and death approaches with 
^^letnn^ ^wftil, pace, more ready to throw his darts 
^^txi W^ ,^ratffg^f$ by inteftijperahee : and whilft a 
^iBiqt^nd of his eiOiflsiries lurk in ambulcaile, the yit^l 
^j^S^ngSy . w^cH. ^f^Ip^te this frame, gradually lofe thojr 
j|^^. an4 elaftic . pOWclrS. It h with life as lyith t^c 
;^Cfi>lVirtg feafoni 6f the year :, w? hardly get into the 
ifyfl enjoyment pf a fummer's day, before the. rural (hade 
(jfx^.ytrdznt Uwii, the azure (ky and balmy air vaniiQiy 
iaii4>f9r the prefent ceafe. Even, this folid mafsof mat- 
jf^^ and our kiiidred earth we tjp^d- upon, remind us of 

aki approaching change. Permit me then to remind^ 

jp. bold faft tl^5 confolation, a$ ,^orj?. permanent than 

.^jAie great globe, itfelf: retain thejlnc^rity of your heart, 

•Irt^ppropricty of your anions, ijf ;%^rational, ibdal, aad 

ci^qcounuble Being.. Thcfe will give, you a foretaftc of 

that immortality^ a^r which tbefau) fo naturally lodgs. 

The(bv^will enable you to look down in triumph on 

death aii^nhc graVc ! 
When r^%w withbehignaht, ffib' awful fmiWs, gives 

^aflUrancc that yoji need only to be^W^ to be happjy and 
, ;that the goodnefs of a man^ is not the perfedion of an 

fingeU your thoughts will ftill revert to the fmcerity of 

your 
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j^our hearty and (he rationality of your condufti^ Skwk 
the inore thefe are indulged, the more perceptibly y9m 
will adhere to the great law of ^ Saviour of the woild* 
Charity to your fellow creaturesi will thbs become as m 
ftzt to guide your fteps through the dangerous' pa^is tiC - 
life ; and whether your journey be long or fliort, wiU 
be of no great iDom€;nt to you« - 

It is true we flatter ourfclves to the laft hour of life, 
and whatever your opinion is^ you muft not tell your : 
ntoft loved friend, Sir> by thp courfa of mortality joiofcl . 
to your difeafes, the chance is againft your living aboifc „ 
a year or two. But fuppofing, for the greater fecuri^y 
of your concerns in both worlds, you think fo yourfelf> ' 
and leave the reft .to God and nature ; may you not 
triumph to the laft, over the pains and decay you feel I * 
Trufl in God\ chearfulnefs is as eflential to your religion^ 
as your religion is to chearfulnefs. To be difcon« , 
tested becaufe you can have fo little more of life> or he-f 
caufe it is become fo much lefs pleafant to you than it;: 
was, is in effect to complain of the order of nature, .^ 
fxnce nothing is more true, than that the happieft of 
mankind are taught, as the poet fays, half by decay, half * 
by reafon^ to welcome death, and leave the world as * 
calmly going to reft. 

The only evil is pain> and if yours is not acute, it is ^ 
a ihame for you not to bear it; it may ere long be 
removed. If // is acute it muft foon ceafe : you will 
bring it to an end, or it will bring an end to you. Con- 
fider death only as the ceflation of motion, and with it 
«f labor and vexation. Abftraded from a future fatty 

thcra 
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thcrSHStiti^thing more in it. Age, ficknefs, and pain^ 
or «kcleaft the aA of dying, be it fooner or later, hap- ' 
pilftiPtmha^fMly, is cMidion to all men. But in death, 
cosfidered as a|l- entrance uften- mother life, the great 
ohysA isj haw you^ have lived in ihis. If you have 
nfaidie it ^ fbufiitefs of your diays to be in friendfhiii 
Wkh youf own hearty and ezidevored to offer it as* 
» fMii ftciiftee' «^ ^ Gc(d th«^' mtsdt it: if yoa har^ 
imfkntei his parctoiY) thisotrgh t)te~ merits of your Re« 

i^lMlrtitir be the fbin and fubfteft^^e, fh^ end soiA por^ 
polk «f kit i^adeulaltion^ fi%m At coft of the pen to 
Ibe v«l«« of the ftul. 

(Jpoli the :9i4iole^ how monftrous and abfiird k is, 
ht OS crcatutes vrho prttehd to Tcafen) to ^nftice, how 
not^ t$\xittf and epetj thing that is good^. fo fax a9 
tWoiy- tjtteftfds, if Of pfsStkt w« ad abominably* 
How AttU #6 unlwef die negledk of the moft eflemial 
Auti^y whtdb^ are io dearly p6iiited out to us by him 
Wbofis irifdMi dmld not erl ; whofe veracity is ttuA 
icMf >. whofe piBlPmiibs to us are fo vaftly benign $ whofe 
AMiiingB fotnmendoiisi. whofe life axvd death aore 
fiifk tender admonitiona^ whofe precepts and commands 
M^ tranfmitted down to us fo clearly and intelligibly! 
JEv^l^.o^r plan .of natioiuil liberty^ in. defence of which 
y^.^. W4 afo reidf, to fbed our blood 9 it is biiA a /^i« 
ri^f^npem; AisottJcn/^r/^Vi^inteFeft. 

, ^ . . ' Yours, &c» 
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The true EJiimate of Praife for ^virtuous Anions* 

L E T T E R VI. 

LE T US then, at leaft in the evening of our days, run 
over the bufy fcenes of life, and thank heaven for 
the dangers we have efcapdd. When the paffions and 
defxres, which in the ordinary courfe of life have fome* 
times tranfported us, are quiet, let experience take the 
lead ; let us lament our paft propenfit]^ to evil, by future 
diligence to avoid it ; and bluih to fiall into the fame tref- 
pafs when the propenfity is fo much weaker, and rcafoh 
and experience operate fo much ftronger. And feeing 
that happinefs and chearfulnefs are fuch infeparabia 
companions, let us not amufe ourfelves with any gloomy 
vain conceit, that we fhall find the one, if we negleft 
to cultivate a good correfpondency with the other. 

To endevor to be as happy as life will admit, and on 
fuch terms of obedience to the Author of nature, as 
reafon and revelation point out, is a duty which every 
man owes fo much to himfelf, that it is impoffible to 
juftify a different condu£l on any principle of common 
fenfe. 7^he beft proof we can give of repentance Ts, 
that very amendment which arifcs from principle^ and 
which cannot be accomplifhed without producing jvy. 
The love of God and the love of men^ are coeval in the 
human breaft, and fuch love cafteth out fear, cheriflies 
hope, enlivens the heart, clears the underftandingj and 

whilft 
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whilft we contemplate death as a paflage into life eternal, 
we Ihall triumph in our exiftence ! 

Having CQnfiidercd fo much of our fubjeft as to 
the arithmetical part, and fatisfjed our own minds to 
a degree of mathematical demonftration, let us try the 
experiment^ and fee if the remedy be not within our reac^f. 
Life only can afford an opportunity to carry this m^ttijr 
into confeq^uences of the greateft^noment. Behold this 
hlfiory of life and death, which undraws the veil, and dif- 
covers the indigence of human nature ; and whilft it leads 
us to the confideration of the precarious ftate and fhort- 
nefs of life in genei^al, it inftru6ls us in the duty we owe 
to God and our CQuntry, with refpefl: to the tendernefs 
sijid compaffion due to the poor. It comprehends this as 
J!W;11 as the preparation we ought to make for death, upon 
thp afTurance of the immortality of the foul, and a ftate 
«f rewards and puniihments after we have run this ftiort 
precarious courfe* 

, We have no time for fruitlefs altercation. We have 
ifko time for corroding fears, perplexing hopes, or 
.heart-tormenting contefts for power. Let us employ 
our filling fenfe, in fterling purpofes of utility 5 in ge- 
nuine efforts of Britifli philanthropy, and in a ftriS ad- 
Jicrencc to truth ; that whatever fliall be moft for the 
fcrvice of our country, that may be purfued without any 
r^criminatioiti, 

Whilft we are attempting to reduce theory topraSIicej 
in a particular inftance, the repeated occafions which 
daily offer, from the numerous accidents of life, for the 

E 2 exercife 
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exercife of humanity, will (bame our languor if we 
are defe£live in zeal. An incident which occumd 
here (a) the other day, will give you pleasure. Gene- 
ral FitX'JVilHams^ a nobleman, a ibldier, and what 
is plain, a friend to human kind, fitting on the bank of 
thefe ftreams, indulging fwcet eafe and rpft, \n th^ con- 
verfation of a very an>iable lady, his wife, efpied a boy 
who had got out of his depth, and was finking. — The 
Generalj impelled by his humaoity, and regardlefs of his 
health, plunged into the river, and faved the child out 
of th^ jaws of death. It was his great happinefs, 
that b^ could fvvim. It is yours and mine that we 
can tell our ftory, and iipplpre the mercy of the public 
not for a finglc child, buf for many thoufand children 
who ar£y and will be finkiog) into an aquicp^^ or an 
earthly grave. 

Among the ancient Romans, he who faved the life of 
a citizen in battle, was rewarded with a civic crown. 
A civic crown, . you know, w^s an honor which this 
bravQ peo(^le had as good reafon to efteem, though it 
was but a wreath of oak leaves, as Britons who fet a 
high value on popular applaufe, which is but the b^eatli 
of a company of talkers. The contempt of praife feems 
to be as vain a thing as the being paflionately enamoured 
of it is weak and puerile. Nothing inakes a deeper 
wound on a generous heart than ingraiituJfi and for the 
fame reafon there is not any thing more plcafing than to 
be beloved by thofe whom we love. And how is a man 
to know that others entertain any afFedion for him, if 

they 

(a) Richmond in Surryi Summer, i766t 
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they gir^ bun no external marks of it ? Yet it is mofk 
true that 

<* Great minds^ like heav^n^ an pleased with Mag g9$d^ 
*< Tho* th^ungratefiil dje^s of their hountf 
*' Are barren In return,'* 

To do good to thofc whom we love, whether they be 
fenfible of it or not, is no lefs natural to the heart than 
ftncerity in love, efteem, or friendfhip is an effort of the 
underftanding. Injincerity in any thing, is repugnant 
to honejly. 

As to the applaufe of men for good a6ilom^ refpefting 
fociety, in whatever manner it be expreft, is immate- 
rial, provided it be underftood. Cicero himfelf efteemed 
it an honor to receive this wreath of oak leaves upon his 
difcovery of Cataline's confpiracy. No Roman in battle, 
or under the refentment of a conlpirator, could well be 
in greater danger of his life than many thoufand of our 
young fellow-citizens, from the indifcretion of parifh 
officers. — But this it is hoped will ceafe : let us fuppofe 
that now, by difcharging their duty well, they will all 
deferve civic crowns. 

What think you of a gold medal, of only a guinea 
or two in weight, to be ftruck from a dye made for the 
purpofe, to be given to the eldeft officer of every year, 
who could make it appear that of any number, not lefs 
than 20 children, received by the parifh, under 12 months 
old, 8 of them were alive the tftthy&^x ? He might have 
permiffion to wear this mark of diftindion on Sundays 
and great feftivials, faftened by a ribbond to one of the 
' 4 button 
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button-holes of his coat. It would give occafion for 
icntiments and emulations of the moft ufeful and hono- 
rabk idnd, in behalf of the poor» 

It is recorded of a Roman Emperor^ remarkable for 
his goodnefs, that he called himfelf to account every 
-night for what he had done in the day^ and fet that day 
down as lo/l, wherein no a£tion afforded him a particu- 
lar fatisfa£lion^ fo as to denote it good. What a goldea 
rule is this ! how agreeable to chriftian philoCbphy ? 
how worthy of a prince ! how much within the power 
of every private man, and particularly of a pari/b officer f 

Such a day's work as the General's, which I hav^ juft 
mentioned, cannot be fuppofed to happen often $ but 
the welfare of mankind lies open to every man, t.w^rY 
day, and every hour ; and as a focial Being, every one i$ 
bound to take care of it. This fhould be a ruling prin- 
ciple : the head and the heart are equally interefted in 
it, and the moft abject perfon is not without his objcft. 
*' He lent to mifery — 'twas all he bad^ 
" A tear:' 

This is prettily conceived in the poetical ftrain, but 
not the lefs chara£leriftical of human nature, unpolluted 
by perverted paffions or pernicious cuftoms. 

Yours, &c. 

The Application of the preceding Anecdotes to Pqrijh OJficers, 

LETTER VII. 

WE underftand the value of fubjeds in a muqh 
fuperior view to that of the ancient Romans, 
Their firft objeft was conqucft> and defence i ours com- 
merce 
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mcrce and opulcncy, and the military power wiLicTi 
grows but of thefe, where a natural martial genius is 
cheriflied by liberty. Would the guardians of the Ro- 
man people in the meridian of their glory, when their 
being called citizens of Rome was prized fo highly, have 
bartered away the blood of an infant for drachmas, and 
given a life for a roafted pig, or a loin of beef? And 
fhall we who live within the circle of the effulgent rays 
of the Sun of righteoufnefs, furrounded by all the glories . 
of this world, and the hopes of a blifsful immortality, 
leave even the paths of common fenfe, and common hu- 
manity with regard to the lives of the children of the 
poor? Shall we negledl the only fubje£b which can be 
ftriSly called the children of the public, and for whom 
the laws have made an ample public provifion ? 

If office creates fome degree of obduracy in the 
heart, and cuftom reconciles us to the moft abominable 
pra<3iices, the guilt lies in the habitj which renders the 
heart impenetrable. In the mean while, office has this 
good efFedl ; it eftablifhes order^ fofm^ and knowledge of 
the moft approved methods of proceeding. 

If we apply thefe general remarks to the particular 
cafe of guardians of the poor, under every denomina- 
tion, we fliall find the poor's law defeftive in the inftancc 
of the ihort time officers are in place ; however this 
defe£k is generally fupplied by the continuance of fome 
of them, and the affiftance of fome of their fervants* 
The great point is a hearty intention to do good. The 
parifh officer is fo much the inftrument of the mercies of 
Jieavcn, that every judicious fmile, or admonition re- 

fpefting 
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fptOmg the obje£l$ under his care, is pregnant with lifej 
every indulgence of indolence, every corrupt or nar- 
xovr view, or a£l of Misapplied fwfrfinKmy, operates as at 
ftab in tbd breaft of the poor. If he will exercife him- 
felf with propriety in his funflion, the fault will reft en- 
tirely on the parifhioners if there is not all due refpe£t 
and countenance ihown him. 

Befides the grateful mark propofed for the good padfh 
cfficei' when out of place, would it not be right to 
give fomc mart of honoraUo diJiinSlion to the officer, 
be he ever fo poor a man, to wear during thg thnt of 
Ins a^ual fervkef It would probaWy be attended with 
feme happy efFe^s in regard to the refpe£l which U 
due froiH hi^ felk>w-fubje£ts in genera), and particularly 
from the po$r themfehres, over whom he is placed, and 
tirho ^re foitictimc^ very unruly. 

On the other hind, h> dbeck any degree of arrogance 
that might arife ?n his heart, a frtiall book of inftruc- 
tions {a) Ihould be given him^ dcfcriptive of the rules 
of office^ aind explaining his duty both as a man and a 
chriftian, as well as an oiEcer, in th< judicious, m^ral^ 
and religious exercife of his authority. 

If nren of ability and leifure, would direct the courfrf 
©f their ftudics to thirtgs fubftantially ufefuly and adapf 
them to iTie ciifcufhftances of dfties-, perforis, and places, 
we might eafily fee judicious produdions of this fcind^ 
which wotfH be of infinite fervice to the officer and td 
the poor. Thdfe parishes which have any tfcing pecu- 
liar to th^mfelves, might eafily reduce it into a prop^ 

(«) Sec Letter LIII. in Vol. I. 
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fize, to bind with any Aicb general book as I have men* 
tioned. This^ among other things, the difcipline and 
circuilTftances of -the affair requires ; but may not for 
the fame reafon be found. 

Whatever part a man undertakes^ the applaufe of his 
own heart is of infinitely greater confequence to him 
than gold medals, or loud huzzas : yet if thefe are con* 
fidered as incentives to a greater attention to the eflfentiai 
fervice of his country, their value may be afcertained ; 
and this conilderation only can give them weight, in 
gratifying the natural longings of the breaft, to enjoy 
the pleafure of beholding the happinefs of fellow-crea- 
tures. 

If we cannot eat of five difhes, let us be contented 
with one or two j but let hot the fecond or the third 
confift of a flaughtered infant; Nor let us drink the 
Wood of the poor, as if we were reduced, in a literal 
fenfe^ to feed on each other. The real phrafe in parifhes, 
is eating a child. In this inftance we have been in the 
next degree to the anthropophagite. If you gain a feaft or 
pecuniary emolument by the death of a child, whofe life 
you took nQ care to preferve, fo far you eat the child. 
Rather forego a hundred fcenes of jollity, than offer up 
the life of a child to Ceres, Bacchus, or Venus. Re- 
member that you are a chriftian, and fliould triumph in 
that appellation ! 

It is difficult to fpeak of things of this kind in dired 
and literal terms. Negligence in moft concerns of life 
punifhes itfelf ; here the tender obje6b of it can only 
ieave their caufc to heaven^ Nor doth it appear in the 

F great 
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great view of national welfare, that we can cure the 

wound without probing it to the bottom. 

Where the digeftion is corrupted or impeded, food 

will not anfwer its true end. We who live in the 

feat of empire, and difFufe nutrition to the limbs of 

the body politic, (hould be cautious left the whole 

mafs be tainted by our folly or iniquity. Let us try if 

we can preferve difcipline where it exifts, or recover it 

where it is loft, and particularly in domeftic 'Ufe in the 

care of our children, and the regulation of our expences. 

Adveriity humbles ; riches feed pride and prefumption. 

Remember that moral prudence is eftential to obedience to 

divine as well as human laws ; and that the moft opulent 

are in more danger of tranfgreffing fuch laws than the 

moft indigent. 

Yours, &c* 

ne Advantages of a proper Education of the Poor 4 

LETTER VIII. 

IF we have an important work to do, and but a little 
time to perform it in, let us the more fpeedily and 
the more ferioufly examine, what tafk Heaven has af- 
figned us ; we (hall then furely find that nothing can 
be of greater importance with refpeft to this world, 
than the prefervation of each others lives 3 and the lives 
of the poor are not lefs precious in the eye of huinan 
and divine laws, than the lives of the rich. Nay, 
we fee the whole law and gofpel is comprifed in 

charity y 
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cbarity ; this is recommended in fuch terms as if we 
could fcarcely be guilty of a grofs violation of any 
laws, fo long as we truly coniider our own nature^ as 
well as the poor and needy^ to the care of whom fucb 
chofen beatitudes are promifed. But charity doth not 
terminate with the body* The man is compounded of 
body and foul ; therefore if you regard the body only, 
and make no provifion for happinefs after death, when 
it is in your power, it is either a proof that you do not 
believe that there will be any exiftence after death ; or 
that you zSt an abfurd and inconfiftent part. 

The fouls of the poor are precious in the fight of 
God. They, like the rich, depend on fociety for the 
means of knowledge. It is neceffary therefore they 
(hould be taught what God requires of them. What 
this is we all know, and we fee how deficient^ they are 
in their duty. Now if the knowledge and the power 
which the rich pofTefs, are not employed in the fervice 
of the poor, on what are thefe to depend ? and in whofe 
fervice are the rjch to be employed ? 

It is obvious, beyond the reach of a doubt, that 
there ever will be objeSs for the exercifc of the nobleft 
properties of the foul of man; and the fouJh his nobleft 
objedl. If we mean to fucceed, we muft begin early 
with thofe who depend on us, and the degree of this 
dependance will be eftimated by the talents commit- 
ted^to us. We may confider the human mind, with 
regard to the things which relate to a future ftate, in 
the fame point of view (tho' the obje£l is changed) as 
the bufinefs of the worlds whereby men are to get their 

F a daily 
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daily bread by labor ; smd colifequently ^herie there are 
no parents, or none that do their duty to their children; 
or where parents themfelves are totally ignorant, others 
muft perform the office, whether it be by means of 
public hofpitals, or in private domeiltc life. 

It is an approved maxim, that the children of the 
poor fliould be familiarized to the objefts whereby they 
may moft probably get their bread by labor ; and the 
earlier they begin, the better, provided their ftrength 
and growth are not injured. In this refpeft I confider 
the human fpecics as I do other animals which we breed 
up for ufe. 

Hofpitals or houfes of induftry being neoeffary to in- 
ftruflion, are eligible, when nec^flity requires them. 

If there is a God ! — ^If the foul is immortal ; if there 
is a date of rewards and punifhmencs after death ; if we 
believe in our hearts thefe great articles 6f the chrijiian 
creeds which we pronounce with our tongues^ we cer- 
tainly are bound, by all the ties of duty to the Fa- 
ther of mankind, to provide the means of inftruding 
his children, our fellow-creatures. If they are our fel- 
low fubjefis, they grow nearer to our hearts ; if they 
are the poorj they are placed immediately under our pro^ 
teSfion ; and having the commands of heaven on their 
fide, if we flight or negleft them, we rebel againft the 
divine authority. 

Nothing furcly can be more obvious than tha^wc 
ought to confider the praftice of morality as the bafis 
of religion ; and religion the main prop of government ; 
and to keep the mind, asi untainted as poffible, be it 

done 
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<}one in hofpitah or any other place, is urobjeA of tho 
grcatcft moment. The genuine early praSfia of trnnal 
daties is the moft efFe£lual means of training up a child 
to a due fenfe of civilizatim as ¥rell as rdigioil ; and 
this, in its proper extent and influence, muft be taught 
in the world ; it cannot be learnt in any other way« 
Good and evil are fo blended together, that the meant 
of acquiring the one, expofe us to the other, and 
this operates nearly equal f9r and agmnft hofpital edu* 
cation \ yet I believe we (hall fin4 tho world, bad at 
it is, the beft fchool for thofe who are to a£): a part 
in it. What we learn before ten or twelve, is of left 
moment to us than what we fee and underftand from 
12 to 1 8. It is this which will form the mind to « 
habit of virtue, guard us againft temptations, or teack 
us to overcome them, when they attack us. 

If a child cannot be placed out, as being too young, 
and inftruSion can be moft conveniently provided in an 
hofpital, what is to be done ? Let us not make diiE* 
culties where there are none ; nor the world worfe than 
it really is. Piety, fenfe, a:nd candor, joined to expt-^ 
riencej can furely accomplifh every, thing that God re- 
quires of men. 

I am permanently of opinion, upon the general yiew 
of this clafs of mankind, that all children fhould be 
taught to ready as they conftantly are in hofpitals, were it 
only that they may be able to read fome parts of theiVJrw 
Tijianunty and the Common Prayer Book, the orders of 
their majler and therequeft of thdr friends. More know- 
ledge of books than this may not be neceflary ; but if 
ibey occafionally amufe themfelves with the perufal of de- 
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fcriptions of incidents in real life -, if thefe fhould fom^- 
times draw a tear, the reader will not be the lefs in- 
clined to obedience to his rulers, or any other focial 
duties, nor the lefs difpofed to receive the great truth* 
of his religion. His heart will not be the lefs fufcepti- 
ble of impreflions of contrition, nor will he lefs lament 
that he is, as he often decides himfelf to be, a miferaUe 
Jlnner ! 

As to writings if one in twenty acquires this part 
©f learning, it may anfwcr for the other nineteen. 
Among the poor foundlings^ I do not know of one of 
them taught to write, in the hofpital, except by acci- 
dent, or that a boy is forward and impatient to learn ^ 
though it is certain that many of them go to employ- 
ments where writing is neceflary, and muft be taught 
by the mafters. All of them, of both fexes, are taught 
to ready and I hope to underftand what is fufficient ta 
keep them in the fear of God. They will certainly 
ftand in need of fo much knowledge. 

I am not unacquainted with the full force of the or* 
guments which are urged again the children of the poor 
being generally taught to read, which I apprehend to be 
one of the principal reafons againft hofpital education, 
as if it were rather hurtful than beneficial to the com- 
munity, on this very account. I will therefore give 
you my reafons more fully, why we ought to adhere 
flriftly to a conftant rule of providing fuch children with 
this degree of inftruftion. 

In countries ruled without law, or by fuch indigefted 

laws as violate the very rights of human nature, igno- 
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rancc of all books fccms to be neceflfary to govcrnihehti 
I believe none of the oriental nations have yet introduced 
printings which we efteem the paladium of our liberty. 
At the fame tiitie it is evident that grofs ignorance is the 
caufe of anarchy^ and that anarchy, in the iflue of things, 
ttiuft bring on the fubverfion of a ftate. Many notions 
have gone abroad as if we hurt ourfelves by indulging 
the commori people in learnings when all that is n>eant 
is that they fhould be able to nad. 

In England, and ftill more in Scotland, it will be. 
found that the common people are in general fo much 
the better fubjefts, as they know the value of their reli-* 
gion, laws and liberty ; becaufe thefe are in their na^re 
intrinfically valuable. If they fee fuch laws, in the fame 
view as the fwine may fee a jewel in his fnout, they will 
certainly deftroy them. Their knowledge derived from 
jrcading, were it only of the New Teftament, as I have 
mentioned. Will render them lefs ferocious and lefs in* 
clined to violence, 

A forger who has learned too much ingenuity, is an 
enemy to fociety, and muft fuffer death ; but furcly a mur** 
derer who became fuch partly through grofs ignorance^ 
even that he could not read, is a more atrocious enemy 
to the community, and dies (as expreiTed by an obfoleie 
law) without benefit of clergy. 

Liberty, joined with fuch ignorance,' creates impa-> 
tience of control ; and this is but another name for dif- 
obedience to laws,' whether human or divine. And a 
free ftate may be more eaftly undone by a blind, immo- 
raly or enthuliaftic ferocity of manners, than by any other 

means. 
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Ineans. Wc need not go far ofF, nor farther back tbaii 
twenty years, for a verification of this principle. What 
but ignorance and ferocity in fome, and defperate for- 
tunes or blind prejudices in others, led fd many, thou- 
fands of unhappy men to an untimely grave ? And will 
not the knowledge of their own advantages in the fecu- 
rity of property and the enjoyment of liberty, unfhackled 
from the petty tyranny which was embowelled in this 
free date, now render that clafs of our fellow-fubje<^ 
a loyal and valuable people ? 

Liberty, founded in reafon^ and the eternal laws, of 
equity, requires a confcioufnefs of its own advantages in 
th^breaft of its fubje£is ; otherwife the part of freedom 
which is fo apt to corrupt, and which men moft greedily 
imbibe, not being tempered with knowledge fufiicient ta 
qualify it, intoxicates the man, and makes it counteraft. 
itfelf. This we have often feen on occafion of riots^ 
and the madnefs of a mob* If reafon is left undifci- 
plined and unenlightened, with regard to focial ties and 
religious obligations, it will grow perverfe, and lofe it» 
properties in the mind of the tranfgrelTor. 

If aU the children of the poor were taught to read^ 
none could pretend to the lead fuperiority, confe- 
quently no one would be, on that account, the worfe qua- 
lified for the laborious offices of life. I faw a plain proof 
of this in the perfons of feveral hundreds of young North 
Britons fent to fea in the King's fervice in the laft war* 
£very one of tbem. could read, and fay his prayers. Everjr 
one was tight and clean j and no one, that I remember, 
was inclined to the diabolical pra&ice of profane fwear-;^ 



ilig and lyiii^K Thiey were the dregs of mankind, a* tb 
poverty, btrt there fcemed to be a purity of manners' 
whfch colild arife from nothing but education: they 
were not come to= an age of any hypocritical fandity. 
Upon enquiry, 1 found they had all been difcipHned fo 
far^ that they were queftioned and inftrucftcd, at certain 
periodical vidtations, by their clergy. 

With grief I beheld numbers of our Englijh boys of 
the fame clafs, dauntlefs, indeed, and fo far proper for 
feamen, and no doubt capable of as good imprei&ons as 
their companions of North Briton ; but, for want of in- 
ftru&ion, fhamefully deficient in the qualities above- 
mentioned. A young perfon of any condition, who cAi 
with a fteady countenance maintain a falfehood, muft be 
reafoned, or beaten, or ftarvcd out of it, or confidered as 
growing up to a maturity of wickednefs. Yet how is 
this to be avoided without learning the turpitude of 
a lie? 

The teaching a religious deportment, and the fear of 
femething befides the gallows, cannot be more eflential 
to the worldly happincfs of the individual, than it is to 
the well being of the ftate. The catechifm in general 
is our grand engine of inftruftion^ and it certainly helps 
the memory of children- But that part of it which con- 
tSuns the commdn^enU of God, being the mod intelli- 
gible to them, fliould be confidered as the firft, and moft 
importam ieflbn, and as moft applicable to common life 
and moral duty. 

As t6 tfaeTctiptures, the reading of fuch paiTages only 
as ate adapted td •the gtowing powers df the mind, and 

G not 



[ 42 ] 

not over- whelming a child with a quantity of words to 

which his capacity is by no means equal, this is clearty 

pointed out to us by common fenfe, which never will 

fubmit to cuftom, whilft it maintains its empire in the 

head or heart of man. 

^ Yours, &c. 

The Duty of Prayer to young Per/ons as apprentices ^ 'and others on 
the Foundation of this Plan of Education ^ and as ejjfential to the 
Education of the lower Clajfes of the People in general, 

LETTER IX. 

IT muft be obvious to men of the leaft obfcrvation, 
that the radical caufe of the iniquity which abounds 
in the world is, that men's minds are not impreft with a 
lively fenfe of the being of a God \ and one of the moft 
fubftantial reafons why they are not, is that they are not 
taught how to addrefs him. It being a condition that 
the matter or miftrefs fhall be entitled to. 40 s. part of 
the apprentice fee, upon the apprentice repeating with* 
out book a (hort morning and evening prayer, the Belief, 
the Commandments, and the Lord's Prayer, as I fhall 
relate to you, proper prayers (hould be prefentpd them. 
Is it an indignity offered our young fellow-fubje^ to 
fuppofe that many of them go into the world without 
this degree of knowledge 5 and that with thofe who have 
the words, very little if any pains is taken to imprefs 
the fenfe of fuch words on their minds ? I am forry to 
fay, I know it to be true in regard to great numbers. It 
will afford you (atisfadtion to be informed what kind of 
4 praycn 
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prayers are ufed by the childreh at the hofpital at Lamb*s 
Conduit Fields, which we now call the Orphan Hofpi- 
tal, and alfo the chief parts of thofe which are ufed at 
the ancient and refpeftable inftitution of Chrift's Hof- 
pital. Lofty figures, fublime ideas, and confeffions of 
grievous fins, feem to be equally improper for children ; 
but cuftom rules us even in our addrefles to heaven. In 
the days of fanaticifm many expreffions crept into our 
books which in thefe times are expunged. 

Where the ability of a young perfon extends fo far, and 
furely there are numbers of the poor neither want fenfe 
nor memory, when properly called forth, it is very ef- 
fential to their happinefs to give them juft ideas of chaf- 
tity and fidelity, with juft impreffions of their condition 
as to the mortality of the body and the immortality of 
• the foul.* If they can acquire this knowledge by only 
reading fhort addrefles to the great Parent of mankind, 
it will be happy for them in life and death, and in the 
day of judgment. 

From the nature of our condition as men, nothing 
can open our minds niore to a fenfe of virtue, and a 
^rbper eftimation of a tranfitbry world, than the thought 
of deaths and its concomitants j judgment^ heaveny or hell: 
But as if we imagined the young perfon would grow 
melancholy, if we applied it clofely to his mind ; we 
pafs this matter over in as tranfient a manner, as if he 
really had very little or no intereft in it. The rich are 
apt to refihe away the moft folemn confiderations, and 
the poor treat them with indifference. We crowd to a 
rarejbowj but who attends, or fends young perfons to at- 
G 2 tend, 
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Here I mtift obfcnrc, that prayers which may with 
propriety be ufed through life, are To far the beft to learn 
in childhood, if, as I fear, (though it is a bold thought) 
the bulk of mankind do not often learn any form of 
words after they grow up, except thofc who remennber 
the Liturgy ; and very few are qualified to pray without 
fonn^ with an intenfe devotion. 

The primitive Chriftians ufed to pray at tuon^ as well 

as in the morning, and at night. The Mahonuliedans . 

pray at noon ; and li> do the pious Jews. And I have - .* 

obferved fome of the papifts in Pbrtugal do the fame.. 

Therie is a prayer at CkriJTs HcfpUal for now {c\. Thol#^ 

for the Royal Family, and their founders, with the fmalt 

change (i) I have made, might do for any charitable 

inftitution. 

The 

ftubbornefs of our depraved nature have made us err : O forgive us 
our fins : rcfreffi our drooping fpirits ; and grant us thy grace fo to 
walk before thee for the future, that we may bring fruit meet fbr 
repentance, through Jcfus Chrift our Lord. Arnen. 

(f) r\ Father of light, (hine upon w with the fiilncft of thy grace. 
Do away our offences, cloath us with hunmKty, and fill us 
with thy Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled to do fucb good 
works, as thou haft ordained us to walk in. Look down in com- 
paffion upon thy po6r children. Prote6l our tender age from thm 
violence of temptation 5 ftrengthcn us by thy almighty power; and 
as we grow in years, ib make us grow in grace, through Chrift our 
Lord. Amik* 

(<i) "pRoted, we befeech thee, with thy heavenly bleflmg, Chrift*« 

holy church, particularly this portion of it in which we ■• 
live : Guide, ftrengthen, and protedl it. Blefa our Sovereign 
Lord King Gborge, and all the Royal Family, and all that ai^ 
in authority under him. Blefs this city, and every member of it^ 
particularly this Foundation, with all that ferve in it, or do good 
unto it. And this we beg for Chrift bis fake. Amen. 

We 
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Thft eyenlbg fnjtxt m boeh bofpbait^ in the fev^fral 
Irarils at nighty gotog td bed^ m highly codimeadable % 
W that in Chrtft's Hofpital of fuperkyr digajity^ and 
may fenre the children^ as it ftaads altered m a (^w^ 
words, when grown up to inanbood («). 

As to the manner in which children in general are. 

taught, or rather permitted to read prayersi not to pray, it 

\% 

We yniS^, tbee foie ^r F«Un4fni an4 BeaefsaarsA and fior th« 
comfort tbou tiaft afforded us by their means, both to foul and 
body I bleik, and gready inerear<^ their Aibftatice who hwk fatisfied 
the poor with bread i let thait fsniiMt be pre^^treua WfoA, earthy 
and a fure and fyW reward be given them of the Lord at the refur* 
reftioh of the juft. Orant that v«rc, with thankful hearts for all thy 
meroeSf may chearfully do thy will*, through Jefua Cfarift, wha 
Jivcth and reigneth with theai and the Holy Gb^ft^ world without 
end. Jbrutt* 

(^)T O]0i D> let the ret we are going to, mind us of the hour of* 
death : and now that we are going to lie down, let us con- 
fider, that it may be, we (hall rife up iio more. We do earneftly 
rt pent us of our fins, and are heartily lorry for our mifdoiogs j and 
we befetch thee, give us grace fo to be fenfible of all our errors for 
the time to come, that the remembrance of them, may be a warning 
to ua^ to continue ftsdfaft in our obedience, and ever to walk iff 
ncwnefs of life, to the glory of thy boiy namei through Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. 

All honor and praife be given to thee, O Lord Ood Almighty^ 
for the life thou haft raifed us to by thy free grace, and for the 
hopes of glory : for the free courft of thy gofpel among us, and for 
the minifters of thy holy word and fkcraments. Give ns grace, wtf* 
pray thee, fo to apply thefe means which thou haft afforded us, that 
they may become falvation to us, through our bleifed Redeemer 
Jefus Chrlft. Amen. 

Preftrve us^ O merciful God, from all the dangers of the night. 
Give us quiet and compofed thoughts, and fuch reft in thee, that we 
may flccp under the covering of thy wings, and awake in thy favor^ 
through him who liveth and reigneth with thee, and \\\c Holy GJioftur 
world without end. Amen, 

H 
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is of all things in the world the moft abfurd. The fame 
may be faid of their fcreaming^ when it is meant ther 
ihould fmg with folemn devotion, and true meafure. 
They are both a mere burlefque. A very little pains, 
and patience, might remedy thefe abufes. The abfurdity 
of being thus trifling in religious duties, is fo fliamefal 
as to admit of no excufe. 

As for the grace before meat, at Chrift's Hofpital (AJ, 
it is a good 6ne, yet I wifh in general to remind the 
world of the duty of cTiarity as in the form (r). The 
grace after meat is alfo worthy of imitation [d)^ 

If a coWtOAm. were made t>f all the forms, regulations, 
and domeftlc ©economy, of our numerous charities in 
the kingdom, every one might extrad the fweets of fuch 
a labor. It feems to be a work worthy of any man of 
ftnfe, piety, and leifure. Whether he be a deep theolo« 
gift or not, is not materi^L 

To. prepare againft temptation, it might be proper fliey 

ibould 

(fi) Q I VE us thankful hearts, O Lord God, for the table which 
thou haft fpread for us. Blefs thy good creatures to our 
-life, and us to thy fervice, for Jefus Chrift his fake. Amen^ 

ic)r\ GO D, our Father, we befeech thee, to fiipply the wants of 
all our fellow-creatures^ and inijpire.oor hearts with grati- 
tude and love, for this and all thy mercies to us, for Jefus Chrift his 
i«ke. Afnen, 

id) 'DLefled Lord, we yield thee haarty praife and thanlcfgiving 
for our Founders and Benefactors, by whofe charitable be--- 
aevolence thou haft refrelhed our bodies at this time. So feafon and 
refrelh our fouls with thy heavenly Spirit, that we may' live to thy 
honor and glory. Proteft thy church, the King, and all the Royal 
Family. And preCsrve us in peace and truth, through Chrift our 
Saviour. Amtti, 
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fliould read, if not learn by heart; a prayer on d^JHty (^), 

and another on fidelity infervice (f). 

The' 

{e) For CVL A S T I T Y, 

r\ Lord of heaven ! have mercy on thy (infut creature^ who ofTereth 
up his prayers unto thee. lAt not luft pervert my heaft, nor 
any temptation turn mine eyes from heaven. Purify my alFe£lion;5« 
and eftablifli a right fpirit within me, that my body may be a fit 
habitation for my immortal fouL'^Guard every avenue to my heart, 
and give pie. flt-ength to drive all: wicked thoughts ifom m^t that 
religion may become my delight, and obedience to thy laws my com- 
fort. Send me thy helping grace, O mercifurOod, for' the /alee of 
the ipotlefi foul of thy beloVed Son,^ that no bad example may ihakc 
my purpofe, no wiles- of fatan enfnare, no foolillv fancy delude me 
into fin. AlTift me with thy good Spirit, O God, and fo guide my 
fteps, and arm mfe with refolution, thaf by perfevering unto the end, 
I may triumph over death and theg^ave.- This I beg, O merr 
ciftil God, through the mediation of thy dear Sop, who died to re- 
deem the world ! Amen, 

(/) ^^'' Fidelity in Servitude* 
' f\ LORD9 the righteous judge of men, let Ht^yfear be always b«- 
fore mine eyes, t\i2Xl md^y faithfully difcharge my duty, nor 
iever fall under thy difpleafure. Let neither indolence nor falfhood 
he^^y my ibul^ j bu^ make me zealous in my mqfter"$ feryice (ji), 
that my condu£l towards him may exprefs my gratitude^ for all 
the mercieSf which Thou haft vouchfafed unto me. Thy all- 
piercing eye, O Lord, can fee my inmoft thoughts, and minuteft 
afUons! Let my love and honor, my fidelity and refpeS £ov my 
matter, be apparent in bis light, that I may delight in promoting his 
profperity : and let our united endevors advance tby glory, anctthe 
bappinefs of mankind. Give him (&)', Q Lord, a juft fenfa of his 
eternal obligations to jujf ice, piety, and temperance, and every other 
virtue, that no part of his conduct may difturb the repofe of my 
foul, but render my fincerity towards him the more acceptable \f> 
thee. This I beg, O merciful Father, for Jefus Chrift his fake, 
«vho died upon the crafs for me a miferable finner. Amen. 

{a) or miftrcls*s fervice. - {b) or her« 

Ha 
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The flukiiig leog pmyprsf or tbt ufitail misiatr in 
ivhich children are taught to foray ; qan ribV coawjr Mf 
'fdci efFedual tp the «nd in view i We generally think 
it judicious to avoid difcou^fvog^witb young perfons oa 
(Mbje^ls which they cannot be Aippofed to comprd^end ; 
0n the iaint priocspk fhoukl. we aot ba very carefitl, in 
regard to prayer^ not to gire t!iem ^ habit bf repeating 
words, and addreiling tbofe words to their Maloer Wbicht 
whether fimple or n^ they are not called «pon (9 
attend to, nor queSioned if they un^erftand ?. Is no| 
^hisy in eSt&9 teiching tihicm a habit of ofieripg an itn 
pmmati Jacrifia to the Altiiightyt or in other words^ 
being irreligious? The» (eems to be ibmething fo dcr' 
frdife in this point, as to merit great coiriideratiQii^ ani 
(calls for great correction. 

As the light of reafon daWns forth, the mind {houl4' 
be affifted. The idea of the exiftence of an invifible 
Being to whom we ajre fome bow, and fliall.be fame* 
ivberis accountable, €on»es yery early^ To itberifli aa4 
improve this apprehenfion, whiUl the mind is in an Tfi>«' 
fant, luipoUuted ftsite, feems to be an eiTentiai duty* 
For if wt ^rt mat oMy habituated in our addrefiei.ao 
that Being, to think of him with great awe and revcr 
fence^ we ai^ in tScA taught to approach him trrsvier 
7«ntiy J and, aGCorditi|^, we often find lefs awe and-ro^ . 
lijions fear prevailfDg before him, than before a natucal 
pajrent. 

The moft fitmiliar means to remedy i3»is evil fecm to 
be occafional comments on the meaning of the words of 
the prayers, and fclTpi^s tp be given fwtopdiately before 

kneeling 
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ItnedingdoiM. T^ flitipd»lffi«'h«aiPt'of aTOong per- 
fon itmpiMt K^^ny i^rmckt^ftdilM pnytr 'hfelf 
ibfUrd tothein, Solemii fdlstice m a p^fude td devotidn i 
j^tk^ppffmAo(\roicei ft^iiefi liinid fiiii^idty of words } 
jiiwis^t piitffts, and pibjp&r accents f tlkift are expedibiics 
ii^kh^ atfii<!«»tam«g^/iK>e6rding''tbttiei^^ of 

imAm -and tfcc pol^ef of imitation, canEardfy' CYcTr 
£ifil ^* fii« -end ill ><€#: - If queftidns were afted in ii~ 
fiinilWft' «i«(ln^, fo-a^'^^tb diftrefs the mmd but mt^ 
^fint 4deaft On ^li^rt, as well as wexrds on thcmemrp^ 
the 4nA' woaM generalty be anfwered^ 'diough hf flow 
degrees. In the mean while feme children would (boii 
haitDi and be able to Madi others, Tiie fame metfcbds^ 
ikrhkh wo«ld imfwer^ tfae^tojr^ will' fisfve e<iually hi 
the' rich I and this kind of chariey feems to be as mudi 
«b«nKed for theoneiardic other, 
n If prayer in ^nofiies weie in ufe^ as in days of k(« 
weakfa and lefsdiftpatioiii, every ttiafter would emploj^ 
hh talent under his own roof) aid by learning to prtf, 
teach- his domeftics^ and from being taught hdOtr to 
expvcA tiieh' tboQgfats; shey mig^t learn how to think/' 
without danger of dsigenerating into religious freni^y' 
or kypocritical fanftity. 

* There. IS ^ cnftoQii which is ftill preferved among 
great numbers of people of faying what they call Gracij 
before and after meals. By this I prefume Is me^ht, for - 
it cannot be devoid of a muinimg^ a fliort prayer of thahkf- * 
giying i diid .|>e it ever fo jhort, it is a remembraiK^;^ 
and of admirable ufe to keep on the mmd a fenfe of n^ * 
Wgvm* §oo»e ch<if(ian3 ftand roMml the table in an 

awfu} 
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awful manner and pray to themfelves, as I have ob« 
ferved among the Germans : fome make a long and for- 
mal prayer : fome fay nothing, and do nothing : and 
greater numbers utter a few words in fo curfory, un- 
meaning and inanimate a manner, that it would be a 
fliame to fpeak in fuch a tone to any fuperior in com- 
mon life. In fpite of cuftom, this muft be {hocking to 
thofe who have any awe of the Deity on their minds. 
They intend to teach their children, that they believe 
in a Supreme Being, and offer up this prayer to bim ; or 
they mean to leave it doubtful what the defign of thefe 
words is. 

When we fee common fenfe difplayed in thefc impor- 
tant articles, we may hope for more happy times. Can 
the poor man or the rich be accepted before God, when 
he doth not fpeak as if he defired or deferved to be 
heard, or meant or intended to worjhip him ? Can he 
adore his Maker, when he doth not allow himfelf time to 
colleiSt his thoughts to know what he is about ? And how 
can he teach his children what he has not learnt himfelJF? 
The trifling injudicious manner in which this duty is 
performed ia hofpitals, is no lefs painful to a conllderate 
mind. Yours, &c. 

Tbt imperfeS Manner in which the Poor are u/uaUj imtiated 
into a Knowledge of Religion* 

L E T T E R X. 

CHILDREN arc often taught, by I know not what 
kind of policy, to fear creatures of invention ; 
it is plain they are fufceptiblc of fear of what they 49 
5 not 
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mt fge^ and may. JhcKforc be made to comprehend the 
Omniprefence of the Deity, and that he is a merciful 
and tender Father, who, like their natural parents, will 
cbaftife them for their good, if they deferve punifhment. 
. In the fame manner the law of Cbrtfi informs us^ 
what we may^ and what we fnay not do. Were we to 
apply to. the mind of a child, the incidents of life, good 
or evil> as they arife, and Jbow him how they agree with, 
or contradid. that law, the idea of knVj as given by 
Gody might be enforced as the idea of law given by 
men I for the breach of which, they will be punifhed. 
Were they alfo taught how naturally thefe operate on 
each other, the one for temporal felicity and the other 
for everlafting happinefs after death ; I fee no difficulty in 
making an impreffion on a mind yet unprepofTefTed. 
• .We dp .i]tot begin early to teach children an awful 
carriage as before an Almighty though Invifible Be- 
ing. Tojqiprefs the tender mind, that every thing we 
fee was made by God ; .were we to bid him often ob- 
fe/ve the beauties of nature on the furface of the earth, 
aiid the glorious luminaries of the heavens, as' the 
works of his creation, the child might be eafily led to 
form high ideas of the greatnefs of the power and mer- 
cy of God. But according to the beft of my obferva- 
tion, when we fpeak of things belonging to religion,- it 
is, generally in a vague, defultory manner : how can we 
thus expe£l a child fhould learn his duty to his God or 
his neighbor ? « 

A journeyman fhoemaker muft be able to makj? a 
(hoe, or he will not be paid : but there is no exami- 
nation 
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nation of a fchool-mafter, as fucb, whether he hat any 
Jajl for rofmihg'th'e biiman mind. There ia no rate * 
prefcribed to him, but what he takes up by accident 1 
nor is it much enquired after, whether he is a man of 
virtue and underftanding, or what methods he takes to 
give young ^rfohs impreffions of religion, provided 
they learn French or Latin, and Greek i Many are * 
n6t paid in any degree fuitable to the importance of the 
o^ce when they are qualified; and in general there is no 
particular countenance (hewn to men of the moft dn 
ilinguiflied abilities, who might be induced to exert 
them in that way, for the public good. If there is great 
negligence in i\it moral and religious education of the 
rkh^ we muft not be furprized at what happens to the 
poor. Whether the evil will be re£lified in Univeriitie^^ 
in charitable inftitiitions, or private families, muft be 
left to time. 

That there is matter to work upon for much higher 
things than we fee, is beyond all difpute. The human 
inind has a natural propenfity to religion, tho' our feniee 
fo often oppofe it ; and it is owing to a negled of teach- 
ing, and to the bad impreffions originally contraSed 
among the vulgar, that there is fo much debauchery, " 
druhkenhefs, profane fwearing, habitual lying, de-»* 
ceit aihd fraud. And is it not from the fame caufe 
that the higher claflcs of men fo o'ftcn treat the name of * 
Gb3 with" as little awe and reverential fear as is'foimc! ' 
amohgft the meaneft'of mankind :' and yet* we have 
very'good authority for the fear' of God bdng the i/- 

.pnmng 
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^innin^ of* tuifdm \ if we widi our diiidi^n to £e ^fii, 
Wc fliould' t^ach tlicrri' this fcal"'* 

IJr we mean to tranfmit down to tbem a glorious plan 
of lil>erty, aiid rational government in church and'fiate^ 
we'fhould do'this ; for if tt>ey do not fear G^d^ they will 
tiot fear man ; and their rulers in common with other 
fellow fubjcdb will be indifferent to them : they will 
treat tliem all with contempt ahd derifion, sis (uits^ their 
Humor ; aiid if at length a tota} anarchy ehfues^ fare^* 
ifrcllto liBcrty. 

The ordinary produce of a mind totally uncultivatecl* 
in this refpeS*, among rich or pocr^ is infidelity with re- 
gard to a fubHantial'tnift in the prbmlies of God, or/ 
the fear of His^ thrcatriings: it is diffruft in relation to 
Mis Prdvidence; indolence and irrefolution in' rebgion\ 
diflblutehels'in manner i*^ andiii general a practice' ra« 
ther foited to the fappoiition, that there is no God^ and 
that the fout is material, than a firm belief in the gi^at . 
truths of chriftianity. 

From what other root doth it fpring, that fo great a: 
part of the chriAian world a£l: rather as if'tfi'e (bul is 
not ithmortal j than with a reltgious habit of niTnd, ah'd 
a confiant fear and love of God ? If from hini alone we 
can expeft any happinefs after death ; if death is ciertain^ 
and the daily inffancea of it are the objecls o£ fehfe i if 
the immortality of the foul is no lefs certain to the mrdt 
ptrcepiiMy {ixppQttiihyriUlation I the le^ltth'&t oni pttt 
of mankind caA d^ is to take care th:c'$tiifhV Well ac- 
quainted Vrh^tfudfrcV^^l^ttontbnfifts in', and^iept in obA- 
fta&t remembrance of what the common exercife of reafon 

I requires 
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tcquires* We might then hope that a habil of reli- 
gious re£Htude, free from all fuperftition and fanaticifm, 
would do more honor to human nature, with regard to 
its natural hopes and fears, than all the exertion of the 
powers of the human foul in other refpefls, can poflibly 
do, in the firfi and greateft of mankind. 

If the contempt of' death naturally fprings from the 
energy of the hopes which men entertain, confidering 
them as chriftians, from what they read in the New 
Tejlament : if nothing Icfs than this contempt can fix 
life on its proper bafis, and afford confolation to the 
heart : if the poor and rich have a common title to 
this confolation, and are equally interefted in the pri- 
vilege of being informed j the poor are, in effc<5l, as 
much upon a level with the rich, as the laity with 
the clergy. Ecclefiaftical tyranny in the Romilh church 
makes it otherwife; for the more ignorant her people 
are, the more confident with the maxims fhe adopts. 

We are apt to confider riches and poverty as hap- 
pinefs and mifery ; but with regard to a future ftate, 
they feem to operate in the fame manner. They both 
create diffipation of thought "and temptation to iniquity. 
Whether it is moft reafonable to expctSt to find profound 
chriftian philofophers among the rich or poorj I know 
ijot. If the methods ordinarily purfued with either are 
not calculated to produce fucK a turn of mind, or con- 
iiflency of coi^ducl as confiitutes a real chfiflian, Wjs 
muft not be furprized at any thing thathappens. If vve 
ai« jaot chri/iianSi we have no religion to be depended 

2 Qiu 
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on, and confequently there is no feciirrty to the ftate, as 
it depends on' religion, as ajl ftat^s neceflarily mufl: "do." 

If the name of chriftian fills the heart of the poor 
man with glad nefs, in his hopes in the promifes of 
Chrift, aiid we mean to make every man obedient to 
the \zws of his country,' and as happy as he can be in 
his fiation ; let every child of loth fexes reqd^ that they 
may be To' much the better informed of that in whi<ph 
they are fo nearly concerned. To decline teach- 
ing them is, in effeft, to with-hold this knowledge j 
and to yirith-hold this knowledge feems to be a manifeft 
•violation of their rights^ not only as members of a free 
flate, but as they are born in a chriftian country. 

Yours, 6fc. 

CIpriftian fCno^whdge in a Chriftian Country » fjfentiftl to CiyS' 
lization and Libtrtj. 

LETTER XI 

SINCE it is obvious, that the happinefs of our 
country depends, in a great degree, on the civili- 
sgation of the commoh people, and that this refults from 
a due fertie'ot humanity and'religion : fince it is as ap- 
parent; thai a proper and heceflary knowledge of reli- 
gion to fatibiial Beings depends on inftruflion, as that * 
a dog or a horfe may be rtiore eafily rendered tame and ^ 
docile tliaft a tygcr or a lion : fince thofe who are mott " 
grofsly Illiterate,' are the moft dangeroufiy 'abaTriJtohedJ ^ 
or have the leaft relifli of the Scriptures, or bdo*ks of 

I % pra(aical - 
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pra^al Cbriftianit]^ :' fince the bare tranfient hearii^ 
^e wocck of .eternal life) can hardly make fo deep an 
impreffiqn as hearing and r^ff^g alfo^ and that all which 
it is poffible to do, as far a^ we know, is little enough ; 
it follows, that from religious, as well as political mo* 
tives, we are interefled to fee that the common people 
be taught to reaJj Q^id liki^ife to ofFer up their prayers 
td -the ^ceat Ix>rd and Spvereign of the oniverfe. 

Neither the elevaxion /lor depreffion of a ftate is or- 
dinarily accomplifhed by fadden changes or violent conr 
tntBons, but in a gradual manner, and as the mmds of 
the people are more or Icfs inclined to virtue ^ therefore 
it behoves us to be watchful of the maxims >ve adopt 
in regard to the common people. We have been fo Inify 
fcr half a century in acquiring worldly grandetr, that 
we have pot thought much how it may be loft again. 

We make a great point of the freedom of the' j^</Sy 
efteeming it the palladium of liberty ; and it nu; be 
fo. ! do not believe Mre haye yet filjfed up ihe meafure of 
our iniquities fo ^r as to meditate the enflaving one 
»ioth€^r y 3Fet -this fame prefs abuied, 4nay operate in ^le 
fame manner ^s n0 pr^s at all. If we fall by the a«K 
bitipijof ?^ few, «r the fdlyaod lyipjceckiefe of aiaiiy;, 
it is Iti^t pf littljc moment, 1/ ^ye do^ faH.ir-Io <b« im^i 
thnfitif Ub^r^ is to(pnt\Qj^nd t^ke root, ar^ be mXfif^ 
tdhif karning, PK th^ ftfu^im <^twr«/^y and- proim|}gi« 
in| wIhS lyr pl^ft> bo^ cpQi(Sf i^^hat the fon^ of |rar«< 
d^m l^uU be avcrfe to the <ioms^r} pepple^i y/h^^im 
thr 1^ qf the natio«> *!?i?g W^bt tp r«#i^,> -f .i|i* 

the 
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wjA it wimiiUlfy^f^gBguifM* «s a .cctterip^ 4x> |ttdgp 

the cpisiBQi^ixqedpin wei^ey^iafid.mcw.ip^^rve ? - 
3; Wi^li;^ oreiJmg be n^p^Suy «o. fearer tbe^Nsp- 
pie more happy in tbeinfei^^^^ >Mce ufeful U> QthfiCF^. 
ljd& ie;Kppfe4 jip tpiytatipn fpr vra^t Gtf iome .ot^^ to 
#iav^ io ^uf^ .jOif lej^fF? ^^ 4^ W9rif or 4J)f bettfi; 
ebriftiaas? : :. . • 

, Tbefc poi^ ffre yAt pr;?Wemw^ - 

- WhMhejr.fL.jgcc^t^r Oif: lejl^ j^up^r pf the labarii^ 
pqor /^ Of^^r il^augbt tp r^, ; tbw Jia ^ <^ys . of jrer. 
VKUM^ Rhr^n^y 4^4 J(iM%a,ti.q% I c^jpat pr^^ieQc) . to % : 

cbrifti^fu^ty ^eviir ^i«£ted>iits |M^n/Q^f m 4^ ifHure. r4^'tf«#i[ 
8b4 jJ8l(ii h9^ |h»ix. at tbis Ume ^ IrV^a^ii 1^ l^ti^ry.^ 
bm 4^eljr if 4ai. v^y Hifnafmatlfi ta be hijc;c»w2ijm ia 
^k»^if|t ^ ji. siatt«r tpf Aipl^ vj# imftortancf tp b^ote 
iF)iiU99 'wbi^tbcr-Cbef eQ|})^ ia %W9f4 m^y/mbiJt^ tk^m^, 

lim^. ob&irv«4 ruppo i^fuiWKyi ill feye^i»l vj^agfi^int 
£j%b|0d»:tb4t ik^ffiopUi fl^fw^ty itx ,f^u&foj^4i^ 
l^mrtgi tfi .re^ ; :iuid th^ whore tb9y are mfillv %9i 

any. 
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9nj cognisance of this matter, when tbe Imfinefi tnight 
be accom{)liihed by one who haa neither hands nor legs 
for other work, fuch villager will remain in fgtiorance/ 
The queftion then is, if fome of their fupcriors of 
the prefent]generation may not, in a worldfy view, live 
long enough to repent of thit negled, where it really 
19 ; and ar to tbe duty they are bound to as cbrif- 
tiansywho haVe hopes -in .another life, it may alfo be* 
tome a fubjeA of repentancr,' when it will avail but little* 
Life is not given to be trifled away. 
• In many public charitable inftitutions, the governors 
or directors gi\'C their objeds iittie trads of pra£Hcat 
divinity, taking it for granted they can read, and that 
they have been taught the rudiments of their religion ; 
in which the donor is oftt?ntiiAes moft grlcvoAfly tnif- 
ftaken. The* celtebrated Dr. Synge Archbilhop of 
Tuam his Knowlidge &/ Religion made eajf td the*ineaniji 
Capadtyy vrhich is comprfhehded in thirty pages; an* 
the fame author's Excitfis fhrmt fre^niirtg the holy Cam^ 
rnmtM'attfiju^edj contained in fifty pages, both in twelves, 
are Aioft excellent tra6h, very portable and -very cheap/ 
But except the prcfcnt gobd- Archbilhop of Ganterbur/s 
valuable (irdents of fome thoufand copies of this and 
fuch other trails to the poor, I have not hUd ihe good' 
fortune to'mect with any at them. -This I know indeed, 
that^fevefal country ^nileriiefly upon reading thefetradsv'' 
were aftoniflied at their lieing fo little acquainted ^ith' 
fuch- books, and have provided many hundred copies fbr' 
the ufe of their own depend a nts; And the Society for pro-* 
moting chriftian knowledge ha?c thefe bbok^^ in thek* 
catalogue. T\xe 
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. T|ie beautiful fimplictty* the nervous Amk/^ni sipiy- 
fiolic^ purity .of tbele little trads, muft Aand confbfledi» 
}oiigj^.r«afofi .suMl.chriftiftnity. have any influence on our 
llv^.: I am perfusided tbfyur merit is not fufficiently known 
i^ charity-ichoolS) pariih or. other workhau£s, or hofpt* 
tals. I know of the di^erfion of 12 or E4,ooo, in^ 
troduced ji^to little book«|,. imendedy as*the .occafioii 
arofe^ for boys fent to fea,> cpnunon fiptdtert, -peoitent ^ 
pfoiHtiiteSy laod fuch like ; and it is probable they .haire . 
Jbeen of fome ufe to fome of the parties to whom they • 
lYSfjs-givj^n^ or in fome other hands ; but fuch efforts 
a}on<i; by no means reach the great end propofed of a 
regular method of eftabliihing the religion of pur coun-* 
try in the hearts of the conunoa people> that we may . 
fte it in their lives. and oonverfation. • 
■ It is . unhappily .pfift all contradidtion, that many of 
th^.lpweft cJaiTes of pur fellow fubje^a are extremely 
d^ff£tiv.e in. their ^no^vlodge of their-, duty to ^iod ; and ; 
a«i,(9mat;ural efie£l .of.this^ eqvally fo in regard to ma/t^ 
refpe<^n£ the fimplicity and humanity of their manp^»f. 
FlfKHR thjS'Caafe gr^al, evils fpring upamqng us, iuidgreater ' 
ftill . will, fpring up. Not controlled by reafpn, aoJfe 
C)»ltiv^(^d-and rendered fubfervient tofelf-^preiervation 
and. the pr€;fervation of property^ as among the higher 
claiTeis } aI^l being, like, the Hydra^ a many-beaded n>pnr 
ttpf^whcti once let loofe^ ttie queftion.is^: ifhether it. 
b^ Vf^^fry.tot confi^er of fuch prfvenuvp, ixieafare^a^, 
ajx: x^alcul^ted, fqr jbeir bappi^efs, as >iieU ^s our- own ; 
ai^d to craplpj anj; ipcans fox this end not already in- 
COja^mon and.genfra) ufe I 

' . Wert 
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Were it not that the poorar and wott^ psM of 
mankind have fome hopes iti a yirmr^ flate, tlieyi#(hild 
be mora apt to forget die- order o^ I^jtjridehte^with pb* 
gard. to the prefent life, andibiing all thlngi Into cbn^ 
fufion : and it feems-aB probable to hapten in a land'of 
liberty^ as in a country of flaves : fbf in the flrft cafe- 
they: are more tru^d^ and^ are more the guardians ot- 
tbeir own freedom^ and therefore fubjeft to abnfe it; 
as in the laft cafe they are more liable t6 ht fnvoied' 
to exceft. 

The praStcal belief and mature conflderati6& of tb^ 

immortality, of the foul,, opens the human mirid to a 

fenfe of the fpirit of chriftiairity, and creates a contempC 

of the world whenever it claAfe^ widi-the hope ofhzppU 

nefs after death. But it is equally true, that mcti'yortt 

to fortunes, or providentially-acquiring thenl, are genfe^ 

rally anxious for m$ri ^\A greater acquiihions, and con- 

lequtntly fpend their time in the purfoit of th'eM, and ^ 

forget the importance of the ob]e£t' which lies oil the 

other fide the grave. Thusin the cft6em of the philo-^ 

fophet, as well as the chriftian, tbe^^r have oftehtlm^ed 

the advantage, tho*- their poverty expofes them- to w^ta, 

fuch ' as- operate- flrongiy as> telnptations. Reafon and * 

experience prove, that if virtue be our fupreme fblicicy, 

the nuddU flation is the befl-. Our ftate in general, 

without- diftiftd)6noF fortune^ is evidently fueh, that 

we' mnft' perpetually militate' againft the evil principle 

which predominates in otlf hearts, as the only lafting 

mMns to preveirt our retamlAg to a fava^e ilate of lifie^ 

If all men were as thofc who fihiih life on the gallows, 

what. 
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what feeurity *could"we' have in any enjoyment Which 
bci^rlhe iwmcvdf iipfilncfs ? . .. 

I fear but few tn^ -of fortime and power in their re* 
fpedit^e domains^ think much about the religion of the 
coirihioti people^ pro^ijicd thiey db not fteal. Were it 
not for th6 many charity-fchools with which this nation 
abounds^ and particular^ thefe great cities, there b to6 
much reaibn to belidve gfeat numbers wouM not enter^ 
tain ^^ fenfe at all <>f "religion ; and as they could hot 
teach their children what they never learnt, we might 
eafily^ fee a return of ancient ba]1}ariim. And rioW it 
we. wait till example afcends from the poar to the rVr*,' 
or:Aom the child to the parent, without other affiftarice^ 
we are not likely to 'tee the work ace6mplifhed( very 
fodn, . - 

You fee that I give as great honor and advantage to 
fchoals df infiruBiieh as they can claim ; but I think fome 
other familiar aid is wanting for the prximotibn of piety " 
anMMg the common people^ with the obediencfe^ fubordi« 
natiiifry.smd good order which naturally refult from it*' 
And if 'this is not to be expe&ed, immediaUly from the ia» - 
borof'tht rUhy we muft feek it by fome regulatioa whereby 
a portion of flieir vtu^b^ With6ut tbeif kboftf may pro« 
duos the end- ittivicwv: . ^ . ^ 

..::v'} .,,. ■: :*:'.- /.■.:- ^ • Yours, &Ci 
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A Plan for promoting a juft Senfe of Relsgim m ibi Minds af 
' the Common Pgcfle^ 

LETTER XII. 

IT is but a poor confolation to difcovcr a difcafe, un- 
lefs we can prefcribe a remedy. It occurs to me 
from reafon and experience, that a remedy may be found, 
tho' it fliould operate flowly, by a regulation of the 
moft familiar kind, if fupported by the zealous condu& of 
the parochial clergy. Upon this principle I propofe a 
plain and fimple method, whereby the teachers ofchrj/lian* 
ity. may admonifli and inftrud young perfons put out as 
apprentices, beginning with the growing generation in 
fuch a manner as that the mafters may be equally bene* 
iited and pleafed, both in a fpiritual and worldly view. 

Such a ufe, I conceive, may be made of a referve out 
of ^prentice fees ; or where no fuch fees are given, or 
fuch irtfles only as the parijhes give, then from a particular 
payment to be made at a certain time, as a gratuity ex- 
prefsly for the defirable end hereafter mentioned. 

A defign of this nature will prove as eafy lit the 
execution, as the paying a milk-maid's fcore for the 
food (he has provided for the fupport of the bodies of 
young perfons. This is intended as nourifliment f^ 
their fouls, and as a means tending to promote fubor* 
dination and obedience to laws, the peace and good 
-order of fociety, the induftry and labor by which the 
freedom of countries is prefervcd, the grandeur of 

ftates 
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flates promoted, and the poor rendered comfortable hergy 
and happy in their-views of hereafter. 

Money is now become fo much the idol of mankind, 
and particularly in thij commercial nation, that it is 
hardly poffible to cirry any defign into execution in 
which it has not fome fliare. With regard to the indi- 
gent, It muft be provided for them in fome liiape ^or 
other : they have no chance of fo much wealth as is ne- 
'^cejfary to them, except it be from their indujiry. Now, if 
they can receive any emolument from indujiry ^ even by 
iapplication to religious duties, the end in view may be 
happily obtained, efpecially if the means employed keep up 
in the hearts of children the piety they learnt at fchool, 
or prove inftrumental in teaching them what they 
never learnt before. 

The plan I propofe is this : 

J. All young perfons placed out as apprentices, from 
paridi workhoufes, charity* fchools, hofpitals, and all other 
public charities, or places of induftry, not giving money 
as an apprentice fee ^ or giving for fuch fee lefs than 2ol. to 
be enterqd in a regifter book, in a form to be prefcribed, 
one margin whereof to be left blank to be filled up with 
the date of the certificate, hereafter mentioned : the 
faid book to be provided and paid for by the officers, 
governors, mafters or direftors of the refpeftive parifhes, 
workhoufes, cHarity-fchools, or hofpitals, and the entry 
to be made by tteir refpeftive mafters or clerks. The 
page or folio wherein fuch entry is made, to be inferted 
in the indentufe^j that a reference may be had thereto, , 

K 2 2. A 
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2. A counterpart of the fame book to be provided 
by the laid officers, governors or direflors in their rc- 
fpeSive parifbes, and fent to the Refior, Vicar, or Cu- 
rate thereof, in order to be depofited in bis hands, to 
the end, that once every year an exa£t copy thereof be 
entered into the faid book by the refpcdive mafters or 
clerks, and both books to be compared by the Vicar or 

. Curate, that he may fee what children have been placed 
out during the year, and alfo to which of them certificates 
have been given, to ferve as a check upon the refpediive 
workhoufes, charity- fchools,hofpitals, &c. 

The fame rule might be extended to all perfons placed 
out apprentice, rich and poor. 

3. A book of inftruftions to be printed in twelves^ to 
be provided by the refpeftive officers, governors^ &c. 
the fame not to exceed one hundred and fifty pages in 
fhiall pica (a) ; to contain as follows : 

The Archbifhop of Tuam's Eflay on making the 
Knowledge of Religion cafy. 

The fame Author's l^xcufes for not frequenting the 
Holy Communion anfwered. 

A choice collection of texts from the fcripture, %o be 
well digefted by fome able divine. 

A colleftion of fuch prayers as have been yfed by the 
children in their refpeftive fchools, hofpitals, work- 
houfes or places of labor, to be well revifed. 

Some of the prayers of the burial fervice and yifita- 

tion 

{a) This fized letter, i. e. the fame as this l?ook, as it is legible 
ami fufficient for the purpofe. 
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tion pf the fick, digefted and fitted for the common 
ufe of men who are to die* 

Inftru<3:ions how an apprentice ought tp behave both 
as a chriftian, an apprentice, and a member of 
. fociety (A). 

The form of the indenture with blanks, to £11 up, fo 
that the Jame be a complete copy : with an explanation 
of the feveral paflages contained in the indenture.*— 
The whole to be well adapted to the purpofe. 

4* Another copy of the fame bopk, in the fame man- 
ner, to be prefented to the mafter or miftrefs : and the 
books to be alfo fold publicly at the price of nine pence, 
bound in. (beep. 

5. The indenture to fet forth the fum to be given at 
the time ftipulated, and on the following terms, viz. 

Suppofey2?r/y-/i(;j7 Jhtllings, payable on a certificate, to 
be granted and figned by the refior, vicar, or curate, 
pne churchwarden, and one overfeer; or in want of 
both, either a churchwarden or an overfeer, llkewife one 
elder of the parifli where the 'prentice fervesi the maf- 
ter and miftrefs alfo figning the fame, and declaring that 
they have Qonftantly recommended and encouraged the 
apprentice in praying, morning and evening, worship- " 
ping at church on the fabbath day, and keeping up in 
his mind a fenfe of his duty to God, viz. 

"I 

(b) Th«re are rpme little tra£):s already, but I have not feen any 
entirely iatusfa^ory. The '' Prentice* s Vade Mecum contains fome ufe- 
ful comments on the obligations of an indenture. The book af- 
cribed to Alderman Barber, is calculated for people of highey 
ranks. 
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" I (a) (b) of the parifli of 

" in the coimty of do hereby 

** certify that {c) aged or thcrc- 

•^ abouts, apprentfce to {J) {e) 

" of this parifti, did appear before me this day, and did 
*« read half a chapter in the New Teftament of my 
•' chuilng, which he performed in a fatisfaSory man- 
•• ner ; and did alfo repeat without book and withoqt 
^ prompting, the belief or apoftles creed, the ten coni- 
^ mandments, the Lord^s prayer, and a mornrng and 
•* evening prayer — And the faid (^) did 

'** alfo declare to me, that the faid apprentice had been 
•* accuftomed to attend divine fervice on the fabbath day, 
*^ and to fay (g) prayers morning and evening. 

♦« And the faid [h] (figging hereto) did fur- 

*« ther declare that they had conftantly and uniformly 
*' endevorcd to keep up in the mind of the faid appren- 
** tice, a juft fenfe of ,duty to God and neighbor. 
•* Witnefs my hand in this of in the 

'« year of our Lord 17 
Signed by 

1 Churchwardens or 
J ' Elders. 

iMafterorMiftrefs. 

(^). Name of the peribn certifying. (b) Re^lor^ vicar, or 
curate. (c) 'Prentice^s name (d) Matter or miftrcfs's name. 
(e) Maftcr or miflrcfs^s trnde or occupation. (/) Mafter or 
miftrefs's name. • (g) His or her. (b) Mailer or sniAre^ 

name. 

6. The 
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6, The certificate fo given to b*e in a printed form, 
vrith blanks to fill up the name^.age^ and Tex of the 
apprentice, mafter or miftrefs, as abovementioned^ 

7, Two ihillings to be paid to the reftor^ vicar or 
.curate, who examines the party, and figns the certifi- 
cate, fo that forty fiilUngs (hall remain to the mafter or 
miftrefs. 

. 8. If in addition to the Jbrijf (hillings allowed the 
mafter, the value of ten fhillings were given to the 
'prentice, it would the more ftrongly enforce the execu- 
tion of fuch a plan : Thefe ten fhillings might be laid 
out, three jn a handfome common prayer book, five in a 
hat, and two in a filver medal ; which might be con- 
trived for the occafion, purchafeable within the compafs 
of two fliillings. This they might wear by a firing 
about their necks under their fliirts, and near their 
hearts, 9fi a remembrance to go on in the fame path. 

You will pleafe to take notice, that I do not infift on 
this 8th article as eflential to my plan, though I think 
it may be fuccefsfully pra£lifed# 

9. The certificate not to be given to any apprentice 
under fourteen, nor above fixteen years of age. 

10. If the certificate cannot be pafled at the firft ap- 
pearance of the 'prentice, fix months longer time may 
be allowed, provided it be done within the age above- 
mentioned. — The redlor, vicar, or his curate, is, in fuch 
cafe, to recommend in the ftrongeft terms* to the mafter 
or miftrefs, the confideration of the dijgrau of lofing the 
prfTMiumf as the column in the regifter will ftand a blank 
againft the 'prentice's name till filled up; befides the 

4 great 
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great injury done to the apprentice, and alfo ta them- 
felves, by their being fo little attentive in their duty ta 
God. 

Here it may be obferved, that there is feldom found a 
boy or girl of fo bad a memory as not to be able to re- > 
peat fo fmall a ta(k, which, if they frequent the puHic 
worfhip, they muft have heard continually, and which it 
was folemnly engaged for at their baptifm they fliouW be* 
taught. 

II. The reftor, vfcar or curate to read publicly, on 
Chriftmas day, the names of all the maftcrs and 'preir- 
tfcesj to whom he hath given fuch certificates during the 
courfe of the year, that the congregation prefent may be- 
at once reminded of the gratuity or premium^ fo far as any 
of them may be concerned 5 and likewifc of the duty" 
which they owe to God as connected with this honorable^* 
tho* pecuniary mark of diftinftion. Yodfs, '&c, 

Oh/ervations on the preceding Flan. 

LETTER Xin. 

WHatever means are ufed to accomplffli the end, 
we are fure that we muft leave things to chance 
and prefent humor, or adopt a principle. And it Is felf- 
cvident that the more the common people are bred up. In 
the fear of God, the more diligent and laborious they ' 
will be ; the longer they will live capable of labor ; the 
more they will marry and increafe ; and the better cart 
they will take of their children and their apprentices. 
We have alfo reafon to believe that the child inftrii&ed 

wiU 
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Will be a much better fuhjec^ than the child not in- 
firu£lq|^^ whatever his employment fliall be, * 

The anfwer to any objedlions which may be made to 
this plan is as follows : 
^ I. That fuch a regulation as this cannot but prove 
one means, among others, to taring the common people 
to a fenfe of their duty to their Maker, or at icaft to the 
knowledge of the great out-lines oi their religiori, 

2« It muil be apparent, that a folemti invitation to 
perform the talk required, is an obje£l of the utmoft im- 
portance, towards affifting the laboring poor to learn what 
belongs to their prefent and everlafting happinefs, by 
the firongeft proof that can be expected, that he who 
fears God^ gives the heft affurance of confulting the weU 
'fare of his mafler^ and confequently the peace and hap-* 
pinefs of his country. 

3. It muft be no lefs evident, that fuch a pecuniary 
emolument, will be the beft incentive, and moft conftant 
monitor to good adions, though the duty fhould not b^ 
always performed exaftly as it ought to be. 

4. As to the execution, it is not to be Jjrefumed the 
reilor, vicar or his curate, will be rigid in the examina- 
tion ; or, on the other hand, fo remifs as to render the 
duty of no cffeft. And as fo many muft join in a 
fraud, the fuppofition that (uch will happen, ftrikfes at 
the foundation of all good faith, and implies a total in- 
difference on the part of the mafter, as to Ihewing any 
regard to what his 'prentice has learnt or will learn of 
religious duties under him. At the fame time, that with 
a fmall portion of attention, the poft^ the honor ^ and 

if 
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the duty^ on one fide j and the lofs and difgract^ on the 
other, Cdnnot fail of producing the happy cfFed it- 
fired, 

5. My prefent view doth not lead me to infift on mor6 
cxtenfive inftruflions being given, for which rcafon I 
confine myfelf to fuch parts of the chrrftian rcligron as 
young perfons may eafily learn, and which, by a habit 
of repetition, may keep on their minds an avirful Icnfe 
of duty to God and man. 

6. This gratuity will be a means of the apprentice 
being kept in remembrance of what hath been taught 
him, before he was put out, and alfo what he may have 
fince learnt in his mailer's hands, whilft it is rendered a 
means of his former friends and patrons, who are to pay 
the money, holding this connection with him, whicli 
will alfo help tQ encourage him. 

7. If children, placed out as they now arc, ftiduld be 
adepts in their prayers, and able to do all, or more than 
I have mentioned, when they went out; as the cafe 
ftands at prefent, how is it known that they are kept to 
any ifenfe of their duty ? And ought it not to be^knowti ?: 
And what better method than this Is yet devifed ? 

8. Even fuppofing the regijters were not kept, but 
only certificates required, in order to the payment of fuch 
a portion of the 'prentice fee as there might be a tide ^ 
to, this would cut the matter very ihbrt. At the Tame 
time what I here fuggeft may either pafs into a law, or 
be confidered only as a voluntary rule of condu£b to in- 
dividuals. 

9- The 
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9* The executjoh of a plan of this kind would create 
th^ moft iinc^re veneration for any charitable inAitution 
which fliould praSife it j and if obedience to goVern- 
me/it depen4s on religion^ ^s well as the gallows: if early 
inftrudlion is the foundation of religion, and fuch in- 
ftrudion may be eafily loft by negledt ; the force of this 
propofition muft be apparent. 

ID. Such an example may alfo lay a foundation, on 
which the moft regular and harmonious ftru£iure of po- 
litical and religious oeconomy may be ereiled in private 
life, as well as in public or private charities. From its 
nature and tendency, it cannot fail of making fuch 
an impreffion on the poor or laboring part of mankind as 
muft produce many great and good eiFe£ls in their be- 
havior. 

11. To fuppofe that thefe certificates will not he true, 
would be bearing hard on the clergy, and the charafters 
of the graveft parifliioners ; and if ^faljhood can be de- 
te£ted as eafily as hearing a child repeat what the cer- 
tifici^te attefts, it will furely argue more caprice, than 
good fe^xfe or piety, in any one who objefts to the pro- 
pofition on fuch an injurious prefumption. 

12. Life affords many opportunities of doing good, 
bvit a d^gn of fuclv importance cannot every day prefent 
itfelf to us. Tbofe that mean to aft as parents to poor 
children, and to do the beft they can to render them 
good f^bjefts, and to keep them unfpotted from the 
wor)d, will adopt and follow this plan, or chalk out a 
better. It is obvious that fome fuch plan is wanted. 

h 2 13. It 



J3' ^^ cannot be imagined, that pafilh officers, or go- 
vernors of charities can vifit the children they place out, 
-vrhen difperfed over a kingdom. Alas ! ho;v few knovir 
where half a dozien fuch children are, except when they 
look into their books. And how many parifli children 
are thrown into a bad fituation for want of fuch care. 
But in this way every guardian or officer will be kept in 
mind for a few years^ as if it were their own children in 
Gucftion. And whether as parijijcs, or as public chari- 
table in/l!tuUonSy they take cognizance of fuch ceriijl^atesy 
they certainly will not pay the money in queftion, but Upon 
the condition ftipulated. 

14. That plan is the beft in one fenfe which is moft 
praflicable ; and that Which moft eafiiy executes itfelf 
Ipids faireft to fucceed, I apprehend, the common peo- 
ple will never lofe fight of money ^ though they often lofe 
fight of Heaven* If the young perfon be 13, 14, or 16, 
and fo qualified as related, if the mafter or miftrefs make 
a (declaration, as part of the certificate, that the child 
has, to the beft of their belief or knowledge, conftantly 
faid both morning and evening prayer, fuch as ihall be 
repeated to the clergyman, on occafion of his giving the 
certificate ; can it fail of operating happily, not on the 
^prentice only, but alfo on the majier and mijlrefs them- 
felves, who are oftentimes as ignorant and as carelefe a^ 
the 'prentice can be. 

15. What I urge arifes from experience. I have had 
frequent opportunities of knowing, that thoufands of the 
poor of both fexes are in fuch grofs ignorance of the x^- 
ligion of their country, that they cannot even repeat the 

. Lord'i 



i [ -77 ] 

Lerd's Pr^^ or the Belief, And I have hardly found 
any^ though in reputable Itefineflcs, who offer ,a fingle 
word to their Maker, when th^y rife in the tnorninj, 
. whatever they may pretend to at night. , - 

' Yours, &c,i 
• . ' .. t . 

further Ob/ervations on the Plan, 

LETTER XIV. 

TO ihow you how ignorant many of pur.cpmmc^n 
people are, I aminfonned of. a Teceqt inftance 
wherein certain women were candidates for .admittance 
• in an alms-houfe, the condition of which charity is,. 
that they ihould repeat the Belief^ the Ten Command- 
ments^ and the Lord's Prayer. Neither age, infirmity, 
gr want of notice, could be urged in c:xcufe> and yet 
not one in the three could comply. 
■:■ The Hollanders have a proverbial faying, that no 
: ni^n is the poorer for giving alms, or lofes any time by 
. feyJjJg h\s prayers* . It is cafy to comprehend the true 
.meaning of this j and certainly two or three minutes de- 
. votion in Simcrning^ when thefe perfons are thoroughly 
awjake, will not give them the lefs, but the more truft 
in their Maker to animate their labors, not diihearten 
[ them in the execution of the talk which Providencq.bath 
afligned them. To learn that the very work which they 
,. perform is farming Gcdy when they have him in their 
thoughts, is furely the heft way to make them laborious, 
as well as equal and confiilent in their behaviour. If 
attempts are made ^ teachy they will learn. 

Can 
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the courfc of ihe year^ it will make an imptcSioa on zlt 
his (Congregation^ efpeciaj^y if he adds fuch a commoot 
aa the fubjed naturally fuggefts. 

This plan will be an additional labor tp the clergy, 
whofe labor is wanted, and they will be entitled to the 
twojhlllings for each certificate. Thus it will be tbdr 
intereft alfo to give certificates, but furely not for their 
intereft nor their boner to gvitfalfe ones^ I dare fay Toiqc 
of them will joyfully prefent their fee to the boy or girl 
who is well taught; and others, from their {itua^ion, 
will have a very good title to receive the two {hillix^s,^ 
or more, if the nature of the thing would bear it. 

As to the children belonging to the Hofpital for tbo 
reception of expofed and deferted young children, the 
numbers of theox may the n^ore eafily Jay the foundation 
of an example through the kingdom, and fuch an op- 
portunity may never happen again. It is hardly poi&ble 
a propofition of this kind can be mifunderftood. Tha^^ 
it muft be attended with good, if practicable, is obvious, 
fo that it muft reft on the pradicability \ and to judg;e of 
this, the trial muft be made. If we judge from the re- 
folutions of the Houfe of Commons^ as to ^prpttice. fges^ 
the defign is entirely correfpondent with the fenfe of the 
Legiflature ; and it doth not alter the cafe, that the chil^ 
dren of that hofpital are taught to read and fay their 
catechifm^ before they go into the world ^ the queftioa is^ 
if. they pra<Stife afterwards when /» the world. 

.« Every one who will reflect, a moment,^ may compre- 
hend tjiat g^ernmeni cannot long fubfift without religion $ 
nor religion without' clergy and teachers. And tb^ in- 
4 ■ ftruflion 



ftrufticm wbkh they give will not*^'avail, ttftlefir they 
faquiie • ceitmti pMion of tirf^ft tb it, wlkkch k^ sm^ 
Infeparable connexion with their intelh'gent «eal^ itni 
compaffidnfete aftWty in the fcrvfce of thcii- Gfcat 
Maftcr. If ito c6nfi*erable degree of thts'refpca remaiiw,^ 
we muft not be furprized to fee that the common people 
alfe lofe their piety : and with this every moral obliga<- 
tion will be weakened, if happily they are not totally 
di(K>Ived. - • 

Nor need we be afraid of ecclefiaftical prirfe or prieftly 
prefumption*. This may prevail in a bf^barous and illi- 
terate nation, but not in a civilized and enlightened coun^- 
try« Thttiriiich every good and wife man wiflies all Ihe 
clergy ihoald be, in order to obtain a re/pea for them- . 
felves, is id cafy to underftani it sked not be defcribed. 

Upon the whole, what I retottimend is no kfs for the 
Jionor and dignity of the dergy than the laity ; the poor 
than the rkh^ the mafter than the 'prentice; thegene- 
ral wdfere of our country than the good of mankind. 

I confider thb defigR as neceflary, independent of the 
2igt% of ohildfeA Wiien put out, be it at ^, ib, ii, or 
la jiearsold $ and the necefBty encreafes in pi'oportion as 
they aie young) or deftitute «if paipents* * 

If (iieseariB pavents in the cafe, who will attend tothe 
mmls of tbclr diildnsn, themafter is fo far kept in awe* 
If the Qiafter is attemhre to thfe fmreh of the •prentice, 
be will not HsiStt him to be flai*ved, nor clothed in fflth 
and raga^ nor ^nd his time in idlenefs : and if he is 
n«f attentive in this important article, it becomes very 
doubtful if he w9t do his duty in any other. 

M If 
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And charity-fchools, hofpttals, and i. j. rf, 

alms-houfes, he fays, was — — ^,066 16 7 

If the poor's rates may be eftimated 
at 130,0001. and diefe bills contain 
a tiMh part of the people of Eng- 
land and Wales, then the whole amount 
muft be — •^ — ^ — 1,306,006 o • 

which I cMcaive to be near the rtnrk ; fomie maka it a 
million and a half, fome st millions, equal to the knd- 
tax. 

I apprehend that no part of the kingdom hat a greater 
proportion of poor than this, none being fo rich. The 
reafon is plain ; here are vaft numbers of domeftits Ind 
others who live from hand to mouth and fave nothii^ 
and have no connexions by blood 6r afinity on the 
fpot. 

As more than a taab part of the riches of the nation 
is fpent here, If the general cftimate is 7 1. 10 s. we may 
calculate lol. a head here, which, on fcven hundred 
thoufand inhabitants, amount to 7,000,000!. annually 
fpent in thefe cities, which is one reafon of the Vaft 
aflembkge of people. In this view^ 130,000]. is near 
2 per cent, for this article of expcnce only. 

To form an adequate idea of the pecuniary v^e of 
men, and on what they live, we ate to cotifider whdt is a 
reafonable computation of ilational %)tpence per hejiit. 

A foldier having fix^pence a day, it amounts /• /. • J. 
per ann. to — — — * — • -l^ — • 926 

A child at nurfe is allowed and requires 
at leaft •-—•*- — — — . — — 7100 

The 
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The pooT) in a Y«fy large^ well .managed 
workhoufe within the bills of mortality, have 
been fupported for a length of time in meat 
and drink, old and young, at is. gd. per. 
week, and upon the increafed price of pro- 
vifions it is advanced 19 per cent. vis. to /• i. d* 
as. id. which is per ann. — i — — 5 fi j|. 

All charges included they coft about — 900 

Taking in the whole niafs of people toge-» 
ther, I fuppofe the annual confumption, on 
a .medium, not to be lefs than -^^ — 900* 

Therefore to rear an infant (not being in 
the mothei^s bands) feiit from thefe cities, 
and treated fo as to be prefervjcd, I compute 
will coft per ann. for the fix firfi years, full 7 10 O: 

If we eftimate the people in general at 9I. per ann* 
we muft not be furprized that the rearing an infant 
(hould coft 7I. IDS. per ann. for the iirft fix years. 

Where the nurfe muft be in a ,confiderable degree 
maintained, as well as the child, ^r in other words, the 
labor of a woman Jit to be trujied with a life, is to be 
paid for, the child alfo cloathed annually, fent from a 
great city to the diftance of 20^ 30 or 40 miles j and 
a correfpondency maintained on account of the parifh 
(/. f • at a public charge} it is obvious that in our pre- 
fent circumftances, this cannot be done properly at a 
lefs expence than 7 1. lOs. 

The fa£l is, that the Orphan Hofpltal has hardly made 
7 1. 10 s. anfwer every demand. The governors have 
changed many children from place to place, with a 

view 
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Csin it be thoi%ht, tbat children will be good oc baj, 
' but as their mailers or miftreflfes keep them up to ibme 
. fcnfe of reltgioA ? Very ftw of the laboriog part o{ thefe 
kingdoms are bred in hofpi(ais. And how, as I havejaj- 
ready faid» do wc know that hofpital orbharity childicn 
are taken any care of^ after they are placed out> ia th^ 
particular?' 

When a child is placed jo^t by the Orphan Hofpi- 
tal, a parchment of in(lru£ltions, and a Bible, are given ; 
if a little book, fuch as I have jmemronedi,. were jii^ 
conipiled^ containing about the hundredth' p^| of tb^. 
Old and New Teftament, and a few praysrs .-out of 
-riie Liturgy, the Lord's Prayer, the Belief; t}^ T/^i^. 
Commandments^ and a wdl digefted moroijag ^even*-, 
tBg prayer^ all calculated for the purpofe of promot- 
ing moral duties, induftry, and truft in God through the. 
Redeemer of mankind, without a fyUable of aoy; part 
B^yfterious or difficult ^ fuch a book might aafwer the 
p^irpofe intended, during their youthful ftate, better thaa 
the whok of the Old or New Teftament* The part? of the 
latter moft effentially neceflary to Chriftians, are the n^oft 
eafy to underftand. It is too obvious that the Scriptures 
are often obtruded on children, fo as to become irkfome 
to them, and for this reafoa many never look into them 
after they leave fcbool,— ~-witnefs many fcholars of tho 
cajMtal fchoob in England I 

tJpon this plan, whilft the jrvonr^ are learning the way^ 
to Heaven, the elder will find the road thither, which, . 
I am pcrfuaded^ thfey now often miftake. The true 
knowledge and practice of their duty will ceafe to. be a 

labo- 
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Here we fee half tfae ^ople, young and 
old^ men, women, and children, healthy 
andfickly, in towns and in villages, upoa. 
this tompat^on confiune 39 parts* The 
other half we may (uppofe confume the 
remaining 23 parts. -^ L $. d. 
3,500,000 — at ttior T- 6..12 6 — *3»f87,5oo. 

^3>037,50o 
It^in ftartle you to think how the people can be fup^ 
ported by fo little ; but it is more furprizing how they 
find fo much, conHdering what numbers ride in moft fa- 
perb cqruipages ; and, which is much worfe, that we 
are tributary to every nation that will fend us money. 
Our wars are become fo expenfive that we mortgage 
our fhirts on our backs to fupport our honor and mi- 
litary reputation, neither of' which, in a dire<Sl pern- 
niary view, brings in any thing to the common ftock* 
If in the confequences they contribute to our quiet efta- 
blifliment in the American world ; to our defence ; our 
portion of foreign commerce ; our rank among the na- 
tions abroad; and our liberty and rdlgion at home ; thefe 
are fubftantial goods, and we muft fubmit to pay for 
them. But as we aft as if we were enriched by* war, 
becaufe we have made the right hand in debt to the lefi^ 

we 
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we are in danger of falling under the weight of our own 
extravagancy. 

Our moft fubftantial riches are our improvements m 
agriculture, our manufa^ures^ houfesy wives and children j 
in other words, our numbers, and the means of living 
fafely and happily. Whether our chariots be gilded or not 
is very immaterial, except that if we confume our gold 
in parade, we iball have fo much the lefs, when gold 
and filver alone may avail us» 

That the mafs of the people live upon lefs than 5 1, fu 
ann. when provifions are at what we call a moderate price^ 
ts, I believe, as fure as that a hufbandman was wont to 
fupport three or four children and himfelf, on i$. to 
IS. 6d. a (lay. If he cannot do this at the prefent price 
of provifions, run up 19 per cent this hufbandman 
muft In proportion be paid 19 per cent, or within 7^ 
finall fraftion, three-pence a day more for his labors 
the produce of his labor will be worth 19 per cent, more % 
and this is a vail burthen on every thing that labor 
produces, for home and foreign confumption. 

I know of nothing which rifes fpontaneoufly without 
labor ; and the greater number of induftrious people " 
there are, it is confeffed the greater will the riches of a 
nation be ; confequently were we, in order to fave ex- 
pences^ to condemn this poor man to a ftate of celibacy^ 
or to complain that we cannot find employment for 
his children, it is abfurd : he will be lefs laborious, 
lefs comfortable to himfelf, and lefs ufeful to focietyj 
and we Ihall foon want people. This will operate in the 
fame manner as the dearnefs of tl\,e produce of the earth. 
4 It 
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" It IS clearly demonftrablc, tliat the cxf^cnce of a na- 
tion, as well as that of a private man, muft Icccp pace 
with, or be proportioned t6 Ms incc7nc. If we fpend or' 
confume more than oiir Income, we mull encroach on' 
the principal, as we moil apparently do in time of war, 
particularly when we borrow mon?y of ftrangcrs. 

In the mean time, if wc do not prcferve all the peo- 
ple we can, our ability for war will decline in 7ncn as 
well as mo7i€y ; the former, iiumanly fpeakinj, being 
leaft within our command. Therefore, I hope, when 
fo facred an objeft as life is concerned, you will not ufe 
arguments, drawn from necefTity in our national ca- 
pacity, to leave infants in diftrefs for the common nc- 
ceffaries of life, unlefs you hiean to o^pofe the doSlrine 
that the glory of a nation is founded in the flrength and 
number of ufeful individuals. 

I am alfo to recommend to you, that in making an 
eftimate of the coft of preferving infants, you v/Ill not 
blow hot and cold with the fame bieath: you will not 
fay 7I. I OS. is a great deal too much for a tmrfe and a 
childy and 30 1. a great deal too little for ^ yf;/^/.^ pcrfon 
in higher life, infants included, l^he real valu.e of the 
neceflarics of life is equal to both. The only difference 
ijs, that by habit one has made ten times as many things 
iiccejjhry as the other^ and oftcjitimcs is lefs contented. 

Let us be grateful that we have in gcner^ fo puch 
p;iore to fpend than I believe any other ^ople on thp 
face of the earth j and'from thence learn, not to ty^r 
^annize in any degree pver. our . fellow-creatures^ ^aml 
ielloW'fubjedls, either in their infant flate or in any 

N otbcr^ 
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Other, • And furcly of a^ ji£t$^ of 9J3£{5%J^-that of yitbr 
holding the means of life from an infant, whicb^q^J^ 
no means pro.\»de for iJ|;felf, ^9J^^yf^J^^, "?^;^^^ 
and amufe our&Jy^&.in relatipu to. names, cuftom^and 
manners, is a qipital offence againfl; ouccountry^ f^^^^ 
nature^ and againft God ! Thjsjcyil^pears to arife from 
the fame caufe as our impatience,, of gain* Not tcj pay 
what we ought^. pr to xeceive.what we. ought not^„f(^ms 
to be nearly the fame thing- 

If a fpirit of impgHtipn and ayariC|e pn. onp Cdc,- ;and 
.cruelty or violence, on the other ibould prevail; tf^e 
preachers of tl^e Gbfpel cannot teach us what the Gofpel 
requires in conformity to the fpirit> as well as tjbie ^^r 
. of our laws I as;, our government is built on A^.lihcrtjf 
which chnftiahity iiffpms ; wC; jhall deviate into xiiog« 
(Iroas political extravagances, a$ if we. had no. bopfs 
.iior. fears beyond the, prefcnt mooient, nor^yef; tr^y 
imderftood the prLgici|^e,.Z«^ us^M^ndJlrlnkyJirtt^nwrp^ 

ueJiu Yours,. ^. 

-'■'-■■■■ •• ■ ■ ^-\->- ■■ ' 

A gmral Efiimate ^fhc^^natioMl If^^,,ari^ th ^^^J^t^f 

Individuals, • .. ^ 

^ T! K -confidejring pur national income _an4 cj?pciy^. it 
A is not nectflary to make the di^ndljon .pF ftjite luid 
I jWffc* The Ijrejitcr the fums re^u^red by govp^ment^ 
^ l&Jieai^ ttiejagras muft be i an4 the greater aUpr will 
V h(B the emoluments to.fome indiyiduals^ whether aip|x)^ 
, 1l^Oi0 otMM^ ^^Jmercil of which »j^ 
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iiid^ifiich !&:«• •'■'•• ■■''•'■■ ■■■• *■■■ '•■— ' ^'.^^ •^^^..^.■■ 
I have fttppofcd "dur *inc<mili'-'t(i'^1)e - ' ''^ ' '^ 
f j,c56o,ooo /; atod that 3i,56c,oo8-iriKiW-^ ! ■ i: 
t^tita confume (li Value — '^ -^i. 39,85^3:066 
3,566^000 cfthi^rconftrrt — ' -i^ j**^ a3jt8jr,so6 
The firft 3,506^006 on a medium fe per 

hcadflear — — -:-.—. n 7 ff 
Thelaft — — ~ *- * 6 12 ■ 5 

'Hrhts of this kind oifteii lead us lb enqmries of utilitjr; 
^"And although exaftnefs in fiich icomptehenfive matter 
ciii never be t^achcd, wc may form a^cbnfifteitt idea *f 
wh^^we can Afford to'fpend,"and ^at is really necef* 
'Jarjr to fife, accoixKhg to the irfual pricctof the prd- 
'^tlce of oiir land and trade. -Tli^iie k a tertian prbpoT'- 
^tfcitt^ which things bear to' each bihetJHhe knowledge of 
\wTHch^, ar nearly iisr the nature of the cafe will admft^ 
'xaSrioT fail of betitg t)f confiderablc ufe. 

l^t Us then attempt to inveftigate the fituation of the 
laboring part of mankind, and we may fuppofe them to 
^'incpend^ olcl men and yoiing; woiti^ andchildrefr,* full 
6 /• 12 X. 6J.^ per ann. each, befides the advantage of fuch 
affiftance as ^fcafionally Aovrrfrov^ the affluence and be* 
nignity of the higher claiies of the people, not properly 
^ gaineJ'by the poorer ])art* ' Let us feek fdr a cbiiiptlta- 

'tfon6#oarg*nenaihcbm^. • '' 

' - " f ottie fiihguUii6'«c8o6a^ D^i^V tis'&1^ ^h iiSSi^ 
'■mi^^VfiiMt'^ A3 Tar ^"tiiilSe'Si^Si? WfmS&hc 

'^tfc thy talu*i 'W V^'-'irfife €ki^ ^^fi^ . 
' 'proveabk if we do not fquander and q>erq;afe it tw^. 
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plealc the Almighty to humble our pride, and reduce 
our ijrft peo{Je to a m6re pvuDonious or lefs extr^vk-^ 
gant way of living. ; ^d infl^eadl of Co many luxurious 
^nd'uigencies, to fdtk health and virtue, and ^ fairer 
profpeft.bf heaven s in the eye of reafon and religlbn. 
tW change will not be to.dicir diJfiMlyantage. ^ ^ 

If we confider common people as mere animals of the 
^ay. vet fq long ^ ^ey have pa^ns and fenfsj^onsy juid 
are fired with the generous femiments of liberty, wc 
Khal) i^^that |t i| the valor and ftrcngth of fuch conir 
inpn pcojl^ iijpggac^^^^^ hand of proy^enc^, whjcji 
|iiuflLiJtip9jiJMl);^^ec^^^ we %lljligre and die ip 

^vcrty jw..fu^5jpf;^.flav^ jg^yci^ipcRt, or w^,|j^- 

dance,. ¥«^!^r J fefifft^^^^'?^ .«<? ^^ifW-^P^^^^^^ 
. After being, lj?i Uyjjffii of the liy^qf.A^any tho^^ 
who might l^s^vp/Qjtgbt our bsudq;,, or IkJc^x^ J^^^!f ^/?^ 
^eld&i.ig order tot AYpid the fs^ne misfortune heres^r, 
and create plenty^ let us compute w;hat the pecuniary 
value of a life may be.— -By vulgar computation it is iboj. 
—It appears to me fp be full 306 1.' ^ .^ ' "* 

The allowance for children is 7I. 10 s. 
under the care of nur(es \ let us allow as far ^ ' 
as for X m 3 to die after a life of c years, ' 

an(l at' 5 years end tlie 2 furvlvihg "tbildren ' "^ '" ^ 
will have coft eac^^ — — ^ — — — 50 ''^ ^0 
If we add 41. per head for 5 y^ars more 

It IS — — — — — .-^•— — 206*0 

Tor 5 years more only 7.U — * — — 10 o o 

^*y:^ 3"? :-:;:■ -/; i v^i ■ — . ■■-'■ "'^ uovl-'- - ■ ^^»-^ "^rft 

r: It 
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It may be expected they fhould maintain themfelves 

by the age of 12, but iQ tnis general View I beliigve It 

^%;:/r / • - -^IP^AOjlLiirQ ^:orq[ ^ c;: '.•..0=-.-;?: 'i--^ -v't? 
will not be found (0. They may do it iq part, and there* 

tore I reckon only 21. for the laft C'years. Let us let 

the coft till 15 years .old, charges on all dead^ as well 

^ living chiloren included, at — -— — 861. Ku 

The duration of life, nt for labor, I compute, upon a 
medium, to be from 15. to 38, /. e. 23 years of labor. 

ConUdermg that near one foirrtn of mankma ttt of 



r^ -5: 




ei^|tfi is exhaiifted,' thd the idle of both 

"poii^^^^^tiH^n^z^ iiii^iiid^ on' the 

'<Sii^^uVit}6n' ■oif'W^ Wctk; niuft 

carri?arVheAtaf&^ift(f 6^^ wfl! fuppdft 

^fh"e Wfiale: 'tvdfy ii&ltal'ls it? V^Vt, but not all In ^ro- 

'^SiJig f<^^ ^'5 ial&eftit^^ 

^ ''6n iili^brificm^^ ^^Myibop^H « 13* pence k 
day, it amounts to near — — — 63,000,0(50 L 
13I pence a day for 31 3 days li — 17I. los. 70. 

Confequently every wdrking pcrTon" • 

at I <, whofe life is emmated at 23 years 
purchafe for labor, is equal to— — 412 1. 7 s. 5 d. 

DedufUngtKecVams already mentioned iS 50 

^ .■':siiiUflT-:jr;jv'rr..j:.' • ;.- ';•;'. ■■• • :.. :.■ 
Remain nctt — ^ — — .— 326 2 c 

The Orphan Hofpital account wiH be full Sol. eacQ, 

fuppoimg the living cliargeable with the expeoces made 

on the dead ; but only I in 3 ^ them is preferved« and 

•the others died young : had 2 in 3 lived, the charge muft 

%ave been much greater* 

:I If 
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are but /^r'millions. Truth is the objcd we ought always 
to purfue ; but it is not neceflary that aU truths fhould 
be exactly knowriy more than always fpoken. Nor need 
every one know what may concern the profeffion of a 
ftatefman. But if we are to acquiefce in fomething like 
truth, then that which encourages men moft in purfults 
of a ufeful tendency, fecms to be entitled to the moft at- 
tention. 

This nation is perpetually hunting after new worlds, 
to feed or clothe the inhabitants, efpecially if they have 
any goUy or that which we can make gold of, to give us 
in return : and as there feems to be no more worlds to 
explore, confequently if we find a million of people in 
our own land, dear to us by every tie that religion, hu- 
manity, language, laws or liberty can make, let us keep 
them properly fed, clothed and cheriflied, that their num- 
bers may encreafe. If there is yet no fuch exiftence, it 
is our interefl: and our honor to obey the laws of heaven, 
and by every honeft art to encreafe and multiply. 

As to the numbers living in houfes that pay taxes^ we 
know it very imperfedly j but the numbers who pay no 
taxes, is lefs known to us ; and the thoufands who hardly 
fleep in what we call a houfe, are very confiderable. 

I alfo apprehend it is difficult to come at the con- 
fumption pf corn. Some make the annual confumption 
in quarters as follows : 
3,750,000 people, each, of wheat — — 10 
739,000 — — _ barley — — . i |. 

888,000 -—— . T)^ — — i|. 

623,000 — — ' — oats — . — 2 ^ 

Befides 
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JBefidcs barley for beer — quarters 3,300,000 
Oats for horfes, &c. — — 2,4615500 

Tbi^ proves only that fonie live hard, but not that 
each confumes i ^ lb. wheaten bread. Indeed I appre- 
, ^end this quantity is more than is generally confumed, 
one fourth of mankind being under 7 years of age, and 
many old^ and perhaps, many more than computed who 
confume wheaten bread. Granting that a ftout working 
man pnay eat 14^ lb. of bread in a day, yet in general the 
CQnfumption feems difficult to ascertain. 

If there were but 6 millions, the half part being 3 
of males, and i in 15 of thefe taken for war, makes hue 
200,000. So many we have maintained at one and the fame 
time, tho' not all £ngli(h or Welfhmen. But confidering 
the necejQity of recruits^ and how much more populous 
JA Aibjeda fit to bear arms, England is, than Ireland or 
Scotland, there is a firong prefumption from hence that 
the computation of 6 niillions is fhort of the truth. 

But fuppofing feven millions^' confidering the exteniflve 
dominions of the Britiih empire ; the rank we afpire at 
among the nations of Che earth ; and the expence we 
live at, it behoves us very ferioufly to provide the means 
of^ fumifhing more people, which is pra£licable by ren- 
dering the fupport of life cheaper, taxing celibacy, making 
whoredom infamous on the iide of the male as well as 
female, and encouraging matrimony. 

As to the firfl of thefe, upon the fuppofition that we 
have 7 millions, and that the analogy of the computa- 
tions I h^t fent you, has a concordance or afHnity with 
the certain datum which I have produced, you will allov^ 

O 2 me 
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thok who have no other property than the labor of their 
hoods and the prote&ion of their country. 

If our difirefs increafes, and no kind of provifion is to 
be obtained within the ability of many purchafers, in ooe 
part of the dominion, we muft carry it to them from 
another part* And if we confider 

1. The great fertility of this kingdom ^ 

2» The abundance of fUh which fome of the coaQs of 
this ifland produces at certain feafons f 

3. The plentiful productions of Ireland ; 

4. The cheapnefs of rice in Carolina^ being lefs than 
two-pence a pound landed in England ; 

5. The facility of getting any quantity of dried fife 
froaiNiewfbandlandy at three half-pence a pound, &c. 

From fuch-like advantages, it is, humanly fpeakingy 
hztdiy poffible for this nation to be in diftrefs for any 
length of time ; unlefe our national prejudices, with re* 
gard to the ufe of particular kinds of food, are reached 
tx> fiich a height, as not to be fubdued, even by the force 
€if hanger. 

It is a part of our policy to confine ourfelves to the 
produce of our own lands at home ; but it is our duty, at 
all events, to fee >that the people be fed at a price they 
can pay,. .■ ■ . ; 

There feems to be a vulgar error concerning the price 
of labor in this, compared with other countries. We 
are now paying a great price for manufactory and agri- > 
culture, but our people generally do more' work in a day 
than the fubje£ls of any other nation that I have feen ;. 
and if it were not (b, we ihould have loft our markets 
long fince« For the fame reafon, if they would ftick to 

their 
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their work, fuch a fcarcity as the prefertt would not be 
much felt by working people in health, as a half-penny 
a day in bread is a confiderable addition, and a penny a 
day in work is eafily earned. 

It hath been often remarked in manufacturing towns, 
that when provifions are dear, then the moft work is 
done, becaufe fewer perfons are idle, fewer lofe fo many 
days, or hours in a day, than when they can gain their, 
fupport for a week, by the labor of three or four days 
only. 

In time of war, when we can command our markets^ 
thefe arguments arc not bad ones : but they are not of 
equal weight when there is a lefs demand for the labor 
of the working part of the nation. If we confider how 
many old men, women and children can gain but little ; 
if that little is not adequate to the price of the fupport of , 
life, they muft be in diftrefs. And the greater the plenty 
they have been accuftomed to, the greater will their diftrefs 
be. And this entails another evil; the more liberally 
they are relieved, the lefs vigilant they will be to help 
themfelves : fo that where there is ability for work, it is 
far better they (bould be employed in offices of j^o ud 
than fit ftill. . 

In regard to manufa^urers. It would be difficult fot 
us to obtain provifiom for them always at a certain price, 
as I am told is praftifed at LyonSy for the rich manufac- 
turers of that city. If thefe enjoy fuch a privilege in zr% 
arbitrary country, they are alfo confined within narrow 
bounds in the price of their labor ; they are not relieved 
by any parifli-ratc in cafe of diftrefs j and the very ad- 

P vantagt 
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vantage they enjoy is a proof of their abjcft ftate. Pri* 
vate men may eftablilh rules of this kind, by private 
ContraiSls, and fomething of the fame nature is already 
done in parts of this kingdom: but it is difficult to 
comprehend how it can be performed on any other prin- 
ciple than a toxA freedom. 

Time and chance happen to all men. Next to our 
own growth, we ufualiy apply to our fitter ifland, as 
lieareft at hand ; in the next place to our colonies, hap- 
, pily abounding in the neceiTaries of life, though at fome 
diftance ; and next, our fiflberies : and, ECCording to the 
meafure of our wants, We m&y call for a portion from all 
thefe parts, and of every kind, either on private, or, if 
the cafe was very urgent, on public account. But furely 
vire (hould change our ufual rfiode of living, and cat 
bread of potatoes, rather than part with our gold And' 
filver for provifions bought of ftrangers, which turns the 
tables and the balances of tracie upon ourfelves. 

Thefe balances were formerly much more confiderable 
than at prefent, and therefore we Ihould be the more' 
careful of them, even as careful as of our hreai^ when 
we want it for our own ufe. They are a commodity, it 
is true, but fuch, as by means of them, we may com- 
mand any thing, not bread only, but defence in War ; i. e. 
the ufe of men in armies and navies, both natives and 
foreigners. 

Upon the fame principle we (hould be careful how we 
put a ftop to any branch of trade. Spirituous liquors, 
whatever grain it is made of, is a commodity, which, 
upon the whole^ i$'huftful to mankind, l)ut they will 

■ ' 4 * ufc 
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ufe it. It is an article of foreign traffic, it is a link of 
the chain of commerce : if it is pot provided ^t home, 
it will be run in upon us, and therefore an obje£t of 
confideration how the diflillery may be reftrained, with^ 
out a flop, fuppofing we can find good nutriment at a 
moderate price, whatever kind it be of. On the other 
hand, God only knows bow long this temporifmg fyftem 
to purchafe weabhj at the hazard of fafityy can exiflv- 
Many a man in private life has been undone ioxfear of 
being undone ; and if we connive at a great certain evil 
where we find it, to avoid a lefs misfortune, not fo cer---^ 
tain, we fliall ever be indanger of ruin. 

Neceffity hath no law j but there are few neceffities 
where there are not refources ; and of two evils we arc 
taught to chufe the leaft. But men's mode of judging 
depends on cuftom, rather than on the reafon of things : 
we cannot eafily accommodate our minds to one prin- 
ciple of a£tion when we have been, ufed to another. 
Private ipen are often ruined by had cujlomi^ and. fo are 
nations undone by doing m/ with a view to good. 

But there is fome^hing, diftin(3 from cuftom, to be 
fubdued ; it is the humor of th^ people, who do not always 
underftan^ their own intereft. National prejudices in the 
political^ are lijce inveterate difeafes in the natural body. 
Happily we have an antidote againft the poifon of them : 
for fajhion governs arbitrarily, and this depends on the 
hading part pf the nation. 

Neceffity is alfo Ae parent of invention or contrivance. 
We all plead for trade, as the grand fource of employ* 
ment 5 no^ ihould we Jgfe ^ny part of it which can be 

P 2 kepfc 
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©f gain without growing languid in the purfuits of in- 
dudry ; much lefs can we command the (kies for ^vor- 
able feafons; but we can be contented with a moderate 
expenccj and maturely confider thofe who (land in need of 
cur affidance. 

And if fuch as enjoy great fuperfluities, for which 
nature makea no <!emands, do not retrench fod* the fake 
of thofe who arc in real want, we may fafely pronounce 
that the community will not exift very long, at leaft on 
the principles ^f virtuous freedom. If the love of liber- 
ty necefifarily leads us to fpill our blood for each other 
when any one is injured, to leave him in any great 
fyffering for want of fuch affiftance as we can afford, at 
much lefs expence than our blood, is a rank deviaUon 
from our own principle^ and a proof that freedom droops 
and languiflies, as if the divine fpirit of it was departing 
from us. Nor is an occafional effort of benevolence fuf* 
ficient to anfwer the great ends of virtuous liberty : i^ 
xnuft be a permanent principle of adion : it muft be in. 
foKtics what charity is in religion: we muft bear ajid 
forbear, and hope with zeal and fortitude. Indeed in the 
lame view that the exercife of humanity is an eflential 
j^rt of religion, fuccor to a diftrefled countryman is an 
•ffential part of liberty. 

I am yours, &c. 



Vigilance 
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Vi^lanct iOtd Attention to the Welfare of the laboring Part of the 
Nation, tie Interejl, Duty, and Honor of Gentknun of landed 
Eftates. 

LETTER XXI. 

IF thofe who are^ and thofe who arc likely to he^ in real 
diftrefs, could be in any degree diftinguiflxed, the 
mode of relieving them Would be the more eafily dif- 
covered. What I remarked in my laft is too wdl 
known^ namely, that fome make fcarcity an occafion of 
idlonefs, and others who are really in want, prefume to 
much on the humanity of their benefa<Sors, that they 
are apt to infift on terms. Nor is it always enough 
that prwi/ions be good ; they muft alfo be of a particular 
kind. This is a national misfortune, arifing from great 
plenty; and it fhould be treated rather as a kind kj( 
frcriay, which is apt to pi^dominate in this country^ 
than refented as if the objects of bur mercy were un- 
worthy of regafd. But where this prevails in any great 
degree, the people cannot be confidered in extreme dif- 
trefs ; but that unhappily they have been accuftomed to 
be better ^/f than taught. 

That they are not better taught how to preferve 
their bodies as well sis foulsj is in a great meafure the 
fault of thofe who (hould be their teachers. I do not 
mean to reproach the clergy in particular. I apprehend 
they are as piire in belief of what is to be hereafter, and 
afl as agreeably to fuch belief, as can be expefled under 
« ftate of corruption of manners* Some arc remifs in their 

attend- 
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attenJancc on their flock : but where they do their dutr^ 
tUcy are fubjecl to be countcrafted. If in 4 to 7 y^arsj 
as mortality and ele^lons come on, we lead the poor into 
idlcncfsy difeafe, and death ; in proportion as this rotten- 
nefs in the condltution of our body politic prevails, the 
poifon will play havoc with the morality and religion of our 
common people : and the very circumftance from whence 
we are fuppofcd to derive our liberty, may become the 
caufc of the total lofs of it. That fome check is giyea 
to this evil, is owing to the virtue of a few : but it h 
very apparent that the fquandering large fums in every, 
kind of debauchery mud bring on fuch univerfal difcord 
and anarchy, as no government can long (land up againft. 
We muft ho^c for the hejl as to length of duration : but 
admirable as our conRitution is, the folly of fome, t}ie. 
ambition and avarice of others, and the debauchery of 
the multitude, give it fuch a turn as to make it carry tho 
feeds of its own difTolution, beyond the common meafure 
of the finite ftate of human concerns. 

In the mean time the mifchiefs created have not a due 
counterpoife by the force of example^ which is the parent 
of virtue, and the guardian of liberty. It is by example 
that men are fired with refolution to do their duty. But 
what fhall we fay of the country gentleman, who wan- 
tonly leaves his domain, and fpends no time nor thought^ 
on his tenants, pari(hioners, or dependants ? He muft ^o 
pc6l, that unlefs the fpiritual teacher and his fteward 
perform wonders, the freedom of the people will dege- 
nerate into ferocity ; and whether he thinks fo or not, 
we may prefume he will be anfwerable to God, as he is^ 

to 



t »*3 1 

to b'b cotlUCry for the grmteft ^aJrt^ the mirchiefs .wliiclit 
mHif f^pptu^frtm -&eif being \th utiin&ruEttd in right 
•waiyi) ok'^ullprtvrAtdl from deViaiting into wrong ones: 
"^forwhat ean he the iflue ? h it not the^ eykcf the mq/ler 
fMhs th^ MT j^/ f I« it not a very actite, though vulgar 
^dage, £1^ mfl&^ Kki mm P How r&rely dd we find, 
that thing* left tb ftlbalfcfM, df Fottultoas eveilts, have 
proper itiaVk4 of thAt defigif^' and judicious ^ule of con* 
AvL&^ 'ti conftitute equality and cfinfifteiicy^ or indeed 
havt die proper'/*/ in vleW ? There muft be a direfting 
hand guiddl by pruddiice, and a heart warmed with be* 
nevoltnce, afting sn it were by a ^eternatural power 
over the minds of flMti. In |)rcportlan to the rank Wd 
bear, and the prodf wt giv« of the goodneft and pro-> 
priety 6f our inteiltiom, our labors will bit croWned^ 

On t\it other hand, in the fdttie degfee a« We de^ 
part from fimplidty of manners, in cities- and great! 
towns j evert the peafant becomes corrupted. Yet where? 
Be fees the lord of his lands a£l the part of a man and 2I 
fhriftianj thtf example ftrikes him with a religious awe 5 
he calls to mind fhkt there is a God, and a ftate 6f re-^ 
wards lild puAiihfAents after death. Ih like manner, 
where examples of prodigality unite their force with 
a carelefs Contempt of fellow-fubjeAs, we muft not be 
furpri!«jd If they generate confufion. 

The higher men ire in fortune, the greater will theiV 
natural and acquired influence be : but when young 
noblemen and gentlemen, coming to eftates of above 
1000 1. or 15061. per annum, think they are abfolved 
from all obligationa of this kind^ the liberty of their 

^ country 
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trountry fliudders. And how few fuch do we (ce adins 
the part of fathers to the people ! It is very true they 
have been bred up with high, fentiments of R^num^ 
or, which is full as good, of Britijh liberty, fupported 
by the exalted benevolence which chrijlianity infpires: 
They are taught to bleed for their country; and 'it 
is alfo true, that in the pomp and parade of military 
atchievements, they often, dan to bleed: But it 16 not 
dying for their country in the field of Mars, U> much ai 
Jiving fir iff that conftitutes th* patriot, and firiend tb 
human kind. And where can he difplay his powers, 
and give proof of his love for his country, if he is "not 
attentive to thofe who depend on him ? What does hrs 
country mean, if his countrymen are not to partake of hk 
council, his corrcdion, his benevolence, his protection I 
If he flies from one corner of a kingdom to another, in^ 
iearch of pleafureSj which he rarely finds ; if he forfakes; 
thofe whom Providence hath placed under his eye and 
patronage : if only fcenes of amufement in crowds^ ca^ 
afford his undifciplined mind any delight, he will inevi- 
tably lofe all re]i(h for ruftic foenes of Roman virtue, and 
Britiih philanthropy ; the Chriftian religion will have no 
charms to him ; the focial ties of paternal tendernefs for 
thofe who ftand in need of his affiftance, will become 
as vifionary dreams and romantic plans of life. And if 
he will not reach out a foftering hand to fuccor drooping 
age and tender infancy, be will lofe his weight ; nor will' ' 
the reprobate ftand in any awe of him^ - • \ 

Freedom and plenty are coeval j they defcended from 

heaven in the- fame hour, and may return to heaved 

. *' • . ajain; 
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^Affiiti f^b\xtviftu0 only ipaa, gi^ard md defend them here 
on e0rtlK ' Wh4thfr in high- life of. in low,, virtue and 
gOQd:difdiplinie are as eflential to liberty, as figbt to the 
-condition of bmaan nature. We are bound to love each 
other as feliow-fubjeSs. and as ,Chriilian$ ; but wherei 
love. 18 abibnty .indifference will fupply its place ; t^e 
tranfition from theace to contempt i$,£amiliar %q the 
mind ; and hatred too often foUovirs. The yery profli- 
gacy, which by our own iiegleasbaye obtained groqnd, 
will (ktm tx> render :Our hatred, or at leaft conUmp^ of each 
other, warrantable.. . 

When <me confiders the very rcfpe£lgble. light in 
vi^^ic}^ gentUmm of landed eftates in Kr^land are placed, 
where they are attentive to the part which Providence 
hath afEgncd them, there can be no condition more dig- 
nified or amiable; when they neglect: their duty and 
proper occupation, they grow into contempt thcmfelves, 
and Will be anfwerabie for all the nyfchievous efFedts 
of their Jofs of influence. ^^ 

' The difierence between him, wboi atStisi.lil^e an Engliftv 
country ^tleman of fortune, and him who is conr 
cemed only for the reuipt of his unts^ s^l4 bow much 
thefe fluU amount to, come as they may, \^ very great 
indeed : it is not eafy.to 4aI^/4^, but it may l^cfordy felt* ; 
It is from this fourcc that I prefume to date many of. 
the evils we now labor. .under, and. piany more whicl\ . 
threaten us. If every man of property in land^ or other^ 
great Mfealth, will at. this Ume enter jn^p th^/ituaiior\ 
of his dependants, within the boundary of his p^ticular 
influence, no occaftonal tigt^t caiamity.Qan deeply 9f^r, 

/ / 0.2 ■ fc&. 
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k& the comfort and fupport of th^ people* [ArfifM 
Wants could not prevail, and natural ones WiOuM grow 
light. Each would fet his hands to the plough cm* febt 
fpade ; roots and vegetables, and animal fubftunec* would 
fupply the defc£l of grain : our horfes ihouU) feed on 
flraw, that owx fellow creatures might feaft on otts : thefe 
being kiln-dried, and made into grots, become OKellent 
food for feanun^ and might furely be for lamdmm sdio* 

If fuch events are not to be expe^ed, we OBuft b# 
contented to part with fome of our gold and Over far 
fuch neceflTaries, as we ftand in immediate atcd of; tii4 
Irccover fuch riches again by trade as well a9 we cm. 

I am yours, t€ti 

Virtue antt f^rudence tJfenUd H the p9liHeml Welfeare tfthi Neoimf 

I, E T T E R XXII. 

THAT we are, and for fome years paft have btei| 
extravagant, is, I believe, granted ; if I fay ifeij 
extravagant, it may not be denied. If we trace things 
back to the year 1720, we Ihall fee the frenzy rah fd 
high, and the paffion for the means of luxurious grati- 
fications predominated fo much, that our iellow«fab- 
jeAs imagined we poflefied a irq^f^ in which large fiims 
might be embarked to yie)d one thn^auitptr cent. Thtis^ 
fome from ridipg in their coaches betook themfelves to 
jlieir feet, and othcrg were mounted into gilded cars^ 
who had but a flender title to them. 

This fetms to be a pi^ie of thefe tuaes, in regard 
t9 en^ part of ^ict nation linw 01^ the other ^ juid du«| 
I counting 
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vowthlg all a$ rkhei^ fpd,rpen4ing accor^iingiy. jt js 
true^ tbal; every one embarking in cntcrpri:^es of gain^ 
thf vbotesjduring lu4f A century, have been confiderabljr 
Mriohcdf but not 'm the proportion as we have ]ive4 for 
Aweral year* paft. . . 

The pf^e o( Iftacbff prcfcrved till the Spanifh war 
Qf;j|73l^ a4<lcd to thp ^Qncrcafe of our wealth; but 
that very wealth, has encreafod our public and private 
e$p(ini;e, and ^iibcretjy Tapped the foundations of pur 
national virtue. It yar^ then, after a long peace, and 
the advaatages of it, webqgun to run ourfelves 2p to 
30 miiUoos in debt i and from 1754 we went deeper 6q 
(DT yomiUipns, private expence encreafing in proportion* 

The fafcinating fweets of public emoluments betraye4 
n ib nmcb> that many thoufands have maintained as a 
maxim, that government cannot fubiift without corruptim i 
whereas it is coming to light, by a regular train of con- 
nivences, that a free government cannot fubllft ivtth it^ 
Thecurrent of our thoughts being tyirned to gain J a^ 
the God. of Plenty, and. the Idol of Pleafure, we have 
deemed that as 9, remedf for all difeafesy which fcems to 
be in itfelf the greateft difeafe of all, ^nd carrying witt^ 
\t . too «K|ay marks of a fpeedy difTolution, 

From the (aine foiy^ce, rkh^s^ parade, amufeme^it, 
and dtfiif^oa, baye.bcen i*Q much preferred to the fo- 
ber duticai of domi^ic life, that the cultivation of rivral 
fimplictCy^ hof^eft/ s^e^I^ and labf^iirfous iaduftry, bav^ 
been left to thofe only ynho can a£);)uit.a^. und^ei: p«irt.. 

How thefe.;havie jpf^Uy.pg^ormedthd^ coajr be 

|iidge4 of by tilve-Qc^q^ui^c^s^ aqd jp cannot be escr 
i • .' . pefted 
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pefted they (hould perform it well, where they h«ve w> 
light to follow from more exalted ftations. Where tiie 
duties arifing from thought and defign^ and the exerdie 
of humanity and religion are difplayed in their full lufire, 
they will chear the heart, and mend it alfo : they will en- 
large the underilanding, and bring things to the ihmdard 
of reafon and virtue. How little thefe duties have-.beea 
in faihion, is too melancholy a truth to tnfift on« I do 
fiot mean but that we have a portion of virtue ; and wc 
have parted with our money fometimes with a wantcil 
liberality i but to Inftruding, corre«5ling, and fNXN&oting 
the intereft and comfort of the people^ by (hewing them 
what they JhsuUy and iliould not do, wc have not Jud 
time for fuch bome*brcd thoughtful avocations* ■■ 

What Js true of a private family, muft be true of » 
million of private families, all following the fame cottrfis^ 
with few exceptions only. Our forefathers grew.ncli 
by parftmony and attention : will prodig^ility aod diffifuu»' 
tion, tho' blended with generofity, guard their cbikkcA 
z%ZAVi& poverty ? Wc cannot continue to enjoy what we 
confume beyond the reach of natural encreafe^ noiire»*<, 
main opulent at an unmeafured expence. Extravagancy. > 
VfilLlead us into the temptation of preying upon, each 
other,: which is the very thing we ought moft to gaard'- 
ourfelves againft. In private life, dlfintfi of our virtue . 
is fometimes the beft prefervative againft vice: and iti; 
our capacity as fubje6ts, we fhould wiib to be reftraitwii' 
tho' not by tfriiVflry power. 

' It will be happy for us if wp. now difcover the eyif, . 
and immediately fet about correfting ourfelves. It can, 

not 



'-not befiiil b^ the ovoft oielanchaly: and dtfganding'iper- 
^on, Triio is in hts right mind^ tbzt we ar^ already.!^- 
.Soosi;tO'Mi great eictreoiity : c6a/ will be, juft as we dire^ 
«oi<r\Courfe hefeaftcr.. - 

- To guard againft>yW//7, it ftems ncceflary to r&- 
.neoaber -how. eficntial it is that the lower, claiTca of 
mankijid will and Jbouldy in the nature of tihings, fhare 
widi the higher^ in a greater proportion than in coun- 
trie^'whcre Qien are'born in an abjefl ftate of fervjlity^ 
Btttthe bcrtterthefe are taught, the more confifteqt will 
their ^^efifes and demands be: and the more eafily wiJl 
they fubrtait. to ne^effity where the chaftifement coiner 
fromheayem ...... 

The equal objeft of a free government is; to preferve 
both rich and poor', to prevent their oppreffing each 
Qtheri'to.fupportfubordiitation, and oppofeany cuftdms? 
tending. to level mens conditions ; this being as: con-* 
tNury^ti^. the poflUbilityof-government^ a» ^repugnant to* 
tlie decrees of providence. « 

'.Tbat-Jire have tnadvect^mly erred in our politics^ by 
puvAiing f^ch^ Qieafuf es as have driven many fubjeds ofF 
theglebe, where they/ and their fathers earned their 
bread in <hufb^ryi Js^ generally allQwed..-^This has de^ 
ft/oyed the .Uttle •property of: numbers^ and put tbena 
on .a level.with what we. call thenars which they were 
not before. . The meafure was. calculated for pecuniary 
prpfity.not arifing /tomconfiderationa of humanity ;.ic 
did not feem hurtful in tf^Wi/iVfl/t;/Vw,-,but then;i«r fcema 
to prove that it is tnjurtoui to the natioiy* 

That 
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titeir wiirrt and chiklren. If we <eMU bring fa^ col- 
prits to the bar of bonor afid co pfcic j ioe , and liave tbdr 
scooonts ftatcd dtbtcxr and craditory vff v tiibMial'tf 
9ibie mercbants, we (bould open tbe fyo ef Aumy^^ cbM> 
fands well inclined men, and conrincfc them tkt$t tbcjr 
Sire as poor, ferpefting their maiineT ^ Efe, at ttofe 
^iffio are really dfftreflM by the price af bread: 

If the nobility and gentry only w^e tinder duf ^- 
ihke in their political and moral co0dnA, ^we nsiglR 
lyare the lefs reafen to fear any^evil; b«t» mihiciti^ 
it retches down to mechankf^- and evtn the labonn^ 
part of the natioh. They contpfain^pf f:al^cky,'*•IIMl 
that the feafons have been ifnfatonMe : -mir rMfSAi tif 
fttth feaffcfty is, that, tbey nev«r ^iM^knmfdie prodi^ei^if 
the earth at fiigieat a rate as of late years. ^ • o .». 

Men's defires encreafe with their ^enjoymeiMe^ andtUt 
^defe£t, which at one period was 'Hot -conlfdCMd'ii^Mjr 
talamtty, at another the want of it will appear ab'» Ml 
4itkrtb. ■' !•• ■ :>*^. 

J. E T t E R XXlft;",."^/^!^ 

IT h very fppareiit 0rat we imrefour great poiAOoin 
TfeWi aa cfleiiitn to qiir'happinefs, if ndt totAiif^Be^ 
Ing : t . e. encreafe in nirmbetiii die chea^ ttiainvaianoe of 
the people : and in order to promote induftiy, the^oduce 
of hrbpr to be vendible to llrangers: and our noral and 
5 religious 



?igi|anl;^:I«b<H:iou%:ikfldfl)b€4«« itogovernmeot Thuii 
.^hitdtljie OMnaioaipttpk proinaie ibek own tfmpotai, 
iinriifteraiJ h9ffka^:^k9fmwyxsix>M^ andeftabUik tbc 

, J thavc nittemptBd :f0 expUio tp fOM, what oitr loft of 
. fubjeOs tppeafs DO I96 in tbcife cid^, and tbe latent. a,pd 
if^re api^aimfi cimfiM pf i^ A« n^w lighfs dart upoa'the 
«Qtiiid^ iMiw ^att&ia fup|>Iied4Uid frcfii ififormations com^ 
Ap W(}jhl ibidl.thifik it in]K duty to <ooiaiuaicate them 
^p y%m You: pr ofeb yourfelf. a friend to the poor ; you 
amuft oeaeflarity be.fo to the nch likewife^ 
\.- The cottfidfrau^n of the lofii. or diminution of fub-^- 
ffiStSy it fo inta^&lng to ^e oaule of policy as well 
as humanity, that it cannot, be toamvich attendod :to^ 
ThQ['i:vi) prediominatca moft-ia ik^k citij^^a? is Univer- 
^aUy confeiM S <md indeed 19 obvious from the common 
jUUstof mortaUiy* ThQ degree of. it. wiU, appear frx»qi 
tiie Ihoft fpecimen of the accounts of a few of tJie h^ft 
an4.v3V9rft.p¥:iibes as they rofe, I fend you indofed thd 
year 17639 which was the firft full year of the regifter of 
•.the ^arifli infant poQt. under 4^yjBars of «ge^.an4 ai it 
may be carried oa into the year 1764. and 1765, it fiiews 
m6ft diftin^y what the ftate of tbe^afe is^ and how 
far the example may be fuppofea tG^ operate on the 
fjomww pwplc tii.fiW«4VJ^*!»fe^?>i ^ftaf^uen^ly 
wfteni:e jt arifes^ amiwig; other caufefy >^,thc^jB J* fytb 
.adevaftation ofluman lif^* . 1 ;^ . u; .j^^ 

— ••. ■ .^..*. .g^ ^ :;:;. t;;. •-•Name 
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Name of the Parift. 



St. JBq)ulchre - - - 
St. Clements Danes - 
St. John and St. Margn- 1 
ttes Weftminfter J 
St. Andrews above Bars, } 
and St. George thcMar. J 
St. George Hanover- Squ, 
St. James Weftminfter 
St. George Middlefex 
St. Martin's in the Fields 

St. Luke Middlefex - 

St. George Southward - 
St. James Clerkenwcll 
St.Giles, and St.George 1 

Bloomft)urf {m§/Ily 

cafuaL) 



1 




Thus 256 are dead (including the 11 fuppofeddead^ asmoft 
agreeable to the cuftom of St. Luke's Middlefefx) out of 
275, in fo very fhort a time, that only 19 died after 
the firft year's moj:tality.' — This is an exaft rcprefenta- 
tion of the fame tragedy as appears to have been aftcd 
half a hundred years fince, agreeable to anr extraft of 
the minutes of the Houfe of Commons in 1716, upon 
occafion of an enquiry how the parifli money was dif- 
jjofed of. 

" Mr. Molefworth, according to order, among other 
things, reported from the committee appointed to in- 
fpedl the poor's rates. That the committee finding it a 
work of infuperable difficulty to perufe, within any 

competent 
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l' coin[>etent time, all. the. books aild accounts of the faid 
I pariihesjj in fuch a m^iuier as i^ necefiary for the tho- 
i; rough iofo'rmsition. pf tbid houfe,. have, thought it more 
I foe the publick fervice, to apply their endeavours princi- 
f pally to thofe chat relate to the n>^intei)ance of the poor.'* . 
I InSt/MartTh's pa£iih,.then reputed the beft, it w2b 
i foundthatof laoochildrea chriftened,90odiedin one year. 
f • After many other articles, he goei on ." That a grca$, 
I, inany poor infants, JUid expofed baftard children^ are 
:• Jiihumarily fufFered to die by the barbarity of .nMrfen^ 

■ efpedally parifh nurfes, who are a <brt of people 
r void of commifferation or religion, hired l?y the churclv- 
/ wardens* to take off the burthen: from* the parilh at the 

cheapeft and -eafieft 5 rates they can, and thefe know 

■ the manner of doing it effe<ftually, as: by r the burial 
j books nfey fcvidcntly "appear (tf). : , •• - • 

It is remarkable that the expences and^ fli&urfementa 
of the churchwardens and ov«rfeeri given in for the years 
1712, 1713; and 1714, amount to S448I. los. 4|.d. 
^;ife7«/5'v^ of all charities to the poor. 

A bill in favor of the parifh. poor in general then paft the 
Commons, but was thrown out by the Lords ; fome of 
the matters of fchools ordered to be under lay-jurif-« 
diiton, being clergymen: nothing of this kind is in 
queftion at prefent. 

From the whole you wtH judge of theabfolute neccffitjr 

of eftablifhing fome permanent mode, whereby poar 

infants may be cfFeftually relieved, and their. lives prc- 

ferved. Whether they be hereafter congregated in Hof-. 

pitals or notj will depend on the public, which may 

• {a) Political Stale of Great Briuiin, Vol. xi. p. 331. 

(lif- 
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difpofc of public children as tkcjr think mofb prof^: 
and it is neceflarj to diftinguifli between an Hoipital^ 
where children aee fo far fecluded^ that they caniiwUf 
fee the difierencejbctween grais and corn» a hoh^b and a^ 
cow; and another where they are familiarized tafiich 
Tuftic objeAs, as ihall bear a great affinity widi the 
naode whereby^ they, are taget cbeif <b^ad by the fweat 
of their brows; the remainder of' tbelr' daqri* . 

In this view it n na wonder that what I toldyoia in one 
of my former letters fbould be true {a)» If fd ^fimdf 
and fo rtemt a mortality hath eoiued^ 'it dan'^beho mat-^ 
terof furprize, that of children received. front 1741 to 
1762, being 20 yters, there ihould hot huve lirtd in fe« 
vend capital parifliea above n, to be placed out appren* 
tices in 17545 ifSS* ^761% 9nd 1762, i. #. of the cla& 
of our fellow-fubje^ born a^d received of an4 Joinder 12^ 
months old. On the whole account of the feverai pari(hes 
wMmd the tvslh rfLimbfiy in Nfiddlefex md Suriyv- -^^ 
the city and liberties of Weftminfter^ die numbai df 
fuch children prefinrved appears to be but 19^ aindbri^j^ 
«f thofi: reedved under 3 years oU. Theufual nwrn^^ 
her tyf the children born and received under iz aiMChi 
#Uy appears to beneac. 500 per amu fo that if. wfiiakQ 
only la of the 20:years» the groiSi number is 6ooo. X^vj;^ 
Wtt to0ittbr then at fo grievous a. havoc, as the eacn^fc 
of the bsrials on the hirth), wiAii;[iihe hiils of morujity^ 
id^videmly declare f 

-iThat the evil liea chieily on ihe. imall. number jof 
AMf^ and the great nmnber of the ibo/Ar of i^fantf^ is 
Wf iHiiitnUiiThe awa which affbrd^l a uanfient tem.-r 

.(«) Vol. I. 

porary 
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ufe it. It is an article of foreign trafEc, it is a link of 
the phain of commerce : if it js pot provided ^t home, 
it will be run in upon us, and therefore an obje£l of 
conHder^tion how the diftillexf may be reftrained, withi- 
out a ftop, fuppofing we can find good nutriment at a 
moderate price, whatever kind it be of. On the other 
hand, God only knows how long this teniporifing fyftem 
to purcbafe wealthy at the hazard of fafety^ can exiflv- 
Many a man in private life has been undone ioxfear of 
being undone ; and if wc connive at a great certain evil 
where we find i^, to avoid a lefs misfortune, not fo cer— ^ 
tain, we fhall ever be indanger of ruin. 

Ncceffity hath no law j but there are few neceffities 
where there are not refources ; and of two evils we arc 
taught, to chufe the leaft. But men's mode of judging 
depends on cuftom, rather than on the reafon of things : 
we cannot eafily accpmmodate our minds to one prin- 
ciple of a£tion when we have been, ufed to another* 
Private ijien are often ruiaed hj had cuftoms^ and. fo are 
nations undone by doing evil with a view to good. 

But there is fomet^hing, diftindl from cuftom, to be 
fubdued ; it is the humor of the people, who do not always 
underftand their own Jntereft. National prej.udicc8 in the 
poUticaly are Ii)ce inveteirate difeafes in the natural body. 
Happily we have ^n antido<;e againft the poifon of them : 
for fajhion governs arbitrarily, and this depends on the 
leading part of the iv^Mipn. 

Neceffity is alfothe parent of invention or contrivance. 
We all plead for trade, as the grand fource of employ* 
ment 3 npf fliould wc ).Qfc ^ny pftrt.of it which can be 

P 2 kept 
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the parishes in the bills fent their infant poor, and without 
doubt fome other children not belonging to the bilb 
were alfo fecretly conveyed thither by the officers. It is'ld 
be prcfumed, from a view of the fubfequent three yeart^ 
1763 to 1 765, that the number of burials was encreafingi 
partly from the hofpital being (hut up, and partly frod^ 
an encreaftng number of inhabitants. 

At the clofe of a war, fubje£ts return home, and the 
increafe of inhabitants niuft have been confiderable, but 
by no means fo great as one third part amounts to. If 
8089 are drained ofF by an excefs of mortality, though it 
is a local evil it aiFedts the whole nation. If numben 
go as adventurers to our new conquefts, andl|is Ma* 
jefty's other American and Afiatic dominions, it befaores 
us to fee what favings we can miake for fuch purpofts j 
and rather fufFer fo many drops of blo^d to be taken froA 
our hearts, than children to become a facrifice for want 
•f a neceflary expence, within thefe cities, or any where 
clfc. 

Neither riches, luxury, nor excefs, tend to longeWty i 
and plagues^ wars, gin, foreign dominions^ and domeftiip 
neglefts of infant poor, unite their force againft us. 
• Let us compute how we will, if the chrijicmngs remaia 
nearly the fame, and the burials encreafe fo as to make 
an annual additional lofs of iooo, or a lefs number, it 
muft arife from one of thefe caufes ; That marriage is at 
a total flop here, ,/. e. that it makes ho progrefs with the 
encreafe of inhabitants ; or that numbers of people who 
have no encreafe, come here, equal to the alimentation 
ttfthcmortaKty. 

***** - Let 
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:,, JbieC,tlke Mimber whkb came; here amiuaUy be w^t It 
^nay? the greater it U,. the^miyre tl^ pro{»c>nipa of fnq^ 
^lily upoQ the With« will encretfe^ and the mofe . wf 
jBttlldraiA tbe«pRrt$ ^f rlJiieie^Qiiiuiiops where people 
jmght h^ i>«ft employGd jttL ^^pifuburi and marutfaitjvrjj, 
Jk ia &<« gf Qorally .the. i^f^ ^})o qome b^re tp.d^e^ I?ut 
people in the prhu^^: life^ either. fjtp gq abroad* .Qt 
ftfpply jthe-tiMrnwfth dptpe^rcrs, numbj^aof wbich;are 
,fo€ parade^.. and too. nianx' for profticu^oiv smd « mf«> 
ftrahle, uniainented death* . . / 

: If tp this vre add the labor of bringing, the neceflaries 
.of life for a fuperfluoua oiultitude, congregated on one 
ipb^ opmpared with working in the field, or at the 
l9Qm$ we ihall find the lofa doubled > efpecially as ouX 
jcuftoqfi ^mounts to a kind of prohibition of marriage tp 
certain, ranks of our fellpw-ijuibje&s. 

To encreaie iiere^ as in other .places^ is far from be- 
log imprai^cabley if wt would countenance marriage 
and take care of infants* We ought furely in every 
fliap^ to provide die :finfws of war, and the mean^ of 
^npfBOting the arts^ of peace ^ and to fupply a reafonable 
quota of the number demanded for. the ufe of bi^^Ma- 
je%*f d^iwmons in Afia, Africa,, md America. We 
mift. eiytbor do tfais^ or faflfjsr.in our intereft in thofe d^- 
Animoosyor Snd Aippl^ HI ocber quarterf- ci the. earth*: 
> If we-ferm a ]«dgdMnt ffofls tke .profufion of build-* 
i(m,n tbeife* aever. wi^ fach « rage of defire to. con- 
gregate ourftlves,^ Md liv>e ia crouds^ as at this time » 
but part of this muft be imputed to the. builder's defire of 
^in, which I fear will bring on the ruin of many adive 

S good 



^obd fubje^is. This event depends on the fiiimbers 
who live on the iritereft of the public debt. In the 
itiean while, the diminution of oUr numbers here is Co 
great, our cncfeafe of buildings will tend to o»ur en- 
creafe in lofs ; and It is much to be wifhed fome meam 
could be contrived to turn the current of the inclinations 
e( a part of the people to fome other fpot. 

There are many beautiful and healthy fittrations in thfs 
kingdom : we have acquired an elevated tafte in the dif- 
pofition of houfes : we underftand what belongs to fite, 
water, foil, and plantation. What a delicious town 
might be formed out of the fuperfluitics of thefe cities ! 
If the inhabitants of fuch a place were to live chiefly by 
fowing and planting the earth, inftead of fo immenfe a 
uzAc in 'JpleruSd idUftefs^ it might be happier for them 
and us. Such a city might eafily be maintained by in- 
duftry, in providing London and Weftminfter more im- 
mediately with the neccffaries of life, and receiving uten- 
fils, foreign produce, or manufaftures in return. The 
idea of a rural diyy by means of extent of land and fe- 
parate houfes, is not contradiftory, and might have 
charms far fuperior to thofe we enjoy here. I ani fen- 

.'fible the fuggeftion will appear to you romantic, yet I 
apprehend fomething of the kind will be done in left 
than half a century, if not from choice, from neceflSty. 
In fuch a cafe, the inhabitants of both the mw city and 
the eld ones would marry in greater numbers, as they 
would be the better enabled to live, and ftand lefs in 
each others way. 

I \ 2 . If 
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,^^if men of vaft fortunes and extenfive genius, who, 
now level mountains, or dig through them, and ciit 
rivers for miles togetlier, would biiild fuch a city, and 
carry part of the inhabitants from hence to people it, 
we fhould become fo much the more numerous, and I 
apprehend the more happy nation^ 

We need but look back for one hundred and fifty 
years, and we Ihall find the burials within the bills 
of mortajity, exdufive of r;iear Jtoo,cbo dead by the 
plaguiB, tobe — — ^ \— . 2,631,137 

The chriftenings only — — --» 1,806,769 
Confequently the diminution of fubjedls, 

by wafte in thpfe cities, is — — 824,368 
Including the plague, near — — 1,024,368 

This, upon a medium, is annually -r- 6^829 

The number, upon a medium, of the 

3 laft years 1763, 1764, 1765, being — 8,089 

If we go on 150 years -longer in the fame 
. .proportion, we (hall lofe — — _ I>2i3,350 
. Qod pnly knows where we (hall procure recruits ^r 
the ends of lu:|^ury, frequency of y/zr^ and fypplieS fo;: 
}arg.e and exteqiiye dominions abroad, unlefs we can find 
means to render the produce of the earth cheap, and 
marriage fafbioi^abl^. If fo many caufcs unite their 
force againft us, w^ mi^fi: ajter our plap, and either 
bring ourfcjves into a mere phalanx, or ufe means to 
expand our force, and yet make it fprpiidable. 

With regard to the diminution created by thefe cities, 
can ^ny plape boaft of fb g^and^ fo healthy, fo advanta- 
geous, fo beautiful a fituation ? If we contemplate the 

S 2 foil^ 



[ «.!* ] 

foil, the river, tbc rifing grouhdv *^ ncighbouring^titts, 
and the beautiful inequality of ground, in (pite of ^Sft 
unnatural multitude«contraAed into fuch a fpan, we cm 
Hardly obfcurc any of its charms. It is true, wc hav«f 
taken pains to render its environs difpleafing, botli to 
the fight and fmell. The chain of brick-kitns that fUN' 
round us, like the fears of the fmall-pox, make us It^ 
ment the ravages of beauty, and the diminution of in-, 
fant aliment ; but it may be hoped, in ten or twenty 
years, we fball fee the(e fields again' reftored to pafture 
lands, with that plenty of animal nutriment for our chil^ 
dren, which our welUwatcred climate fo naturally fori 
^^iflies. I am yours, &c. 

fZr Lo/i e/It^Mft Po&r m^e great Caufi of the geimral Lofi hrtt^ 
Bills 6/ Mirtidiij. 

LETTER XXIV^ 

WHetber the evil I haye reprefcnted be now greater 
or lefi than it ha^ been m ages paft, is not fo 
material to enquire, as what meafiires have beea tabni' 
to redfds it ; how they haye operated ; and what i&yet 
neceilary to be done. If the misfortune confifts intte 
great proportion of the death of infants exceeding fk 
inuch what is found to be the rate at the diftanec of 
fen to forty miles from hence,' and vft can preferve % 
Tiumbei: of fuch as are thrown tipon the public for pro-" 
teAion, in fuch places ; will it not be ftrangely abfurd to 
|iegle£t fuch means, wi^to 4tcfine a duty o/ fiicll imM 
portanc^? 

With 
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; ^Witiir regard Uy niany- hun4r^ ^f^ bthcff; ihildr^iigf;: 
who are AifFerif\g by the penury and profligacy, of th^ 
parenti, ii is our bufinefs t6 'enquire^^to perfuade,' or tti- 
ute gutborky^ provided the freedom of the fubje£b be not; 
iripl^led. By fuch. nieans a great number of fuch chil*: 
, dren may be preferved* It certainly would be fo, if ther 
civil ipagiftrate were to make a clofeinfpeftion^ and pzn: 
ri(h officers encourage, by every proper means, tbofe who 
preferve their children, fo that, in. addition to natural. 
zfk&itmy it mi^t appear to be an honorablp duty fbr- 
the lower clafles of manlcind to fuftain their ofispring» 
Tbefe biftorical and political r^arks being brought- 
bome^ U dur 9wn timey and to our own bofoms, and dp* 
plicable to our immediate fubje<5l, now ib clearly com* 
prehended, and to appearance ib eadly ie&ified,- vlt vatf 
at length hope that all difficulties will be fubdued. 

The prefent received opinion is, that, we encreafe in 
numbers in theie cities. This is prefumed from the vaft 
ntimbef of houfes built ; the dearnefs of provifiotis ; . tlui 
numbers alTembled in'confequence of the peace ; and the 
acquifitioii of dominion by war, which naturally maktiil 
tbefe cities the refidence of the people of fo much 4 
greater empire. The abAra£t of the hft 1 3 yea» tfandt 
flws ; 

^763 — ^5;i53 ~ .%M3 

: ^7^5 "T, ^6,374 — ,23^^ic> ^ * 

Tkf difFef^ca-^ i$fnalf(or akvef^yeai»» .f#am ifsj lm- 

Vpbiy is-Kmaduble^ Qwiii^ I pniuar». tothe coqh, 

^?,..v. courfc 



f m J 

cDurfe of people upon the peace. But, upon the £une 
principle, 3 in 26 of thefe appear in 1765 to have re- 
treated. The year 1765 fcems to mend a little, forlbe 
cbriftenings are encreafed and the burials decreafed. - 

The whole number of burials being ^n- 23,239 
if we dedu£l thofe of five years of age and under 9,948 
the remain of burials is — -— — i$y2Si 
which, upon a computation of three fourths, or 525,900 
inbabiunts above five years old, is but 2^ per cent, 
proving the mortality to rage only among infants, and 
ibowing a probability from this fmall number that we 
are fully reckoned at 700,000. 

The bulk of mankind delight in the marvellous, and 
are ingenious in deceiving themfelves. I have heard a 
Frenchman infift that there is a million of people. in 
Paris. I much doubt if there are above 500,000. Berlin 
is one of the populous cities of Germany, but it was not 
reckoned by the moft flattering account in 1750, that, 
exclufive of the foldiery, there were above 100,000 in- 
•babitants; and I fuppofe, though his Pruflian Majefly 
|iad then done, and was doing wonders in this great af- 
tick of grandeur and fiability,,the number of inhabit 
taots 19 his capital was exaggerated • 

Sir William Petty reckons one fourth part of a na- 
tion to be under the age of fiven years. But if we were 
to judge from the Bills of Mortality, near oju half of 
mankind are under this age. 

. I have juft obferved, that in 1765 are dead in 
«U -r-. ~. -7 — — — — r:- — . 23230 
Of. whom under five year^ of age i^ — 99^ 

Add 
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itdj Ac ordinaiy rate of mortality on 994?^ <- - - 

of 19 per 1000, allowed for two to feveii 

years of age — -i- ^-^ ,— — . — jgo 

The am6unt Is ~ — ^— — -. — . ^i— 1013S 

TThc proportion of //» on twenty-ih^ee dying at this ten- 

'^der^ge, fo much exceeds' the comaion rate, that it 

ffioold be but Un in fBriy. 

- Ir would tie contVadr£h)fy to common fenfe t<> fup* 

pbfe that ten in tw^nty-idiree inhabitants, in any popu* 

'^lorus town, are of fe>ren years of age and under. Bu( 

^ftill Sir William's principle is agreeable to experience. 

Confequently, if we fuppofe one fourth part of die 

'^3230 dead, to have been ftrangers and perfons abfent 

from their wives and famtliea, not having aby children 

'lorn here; batchelors, fpinfters and'domeflics in a ftate 

' of irelibacy ; (thefb now exifting in a vaft proportion 

lifeydnd what Sir William imagined} the difficulty is re- 

*'cbnciled. To bring the iffue to Sir William's princi- 

pleV there {hould be dead under feven years old but ^5 

■jicr cent, on 23230, viz. — . — — , — . ^%c^ 

iBut there are dead to this age — — - — 16138 

^ie difference is — — — — -^ — 4331 

being fo many beyond Sir William's computation-^I 

mean on the bills of mortality. - 

I find, from the concurrent tefHmonies of many ac- 
curate informations, which my friends have obliged me 
with from the country, of ^hich I have informed you, 
that the deaths (including fome principal market towns) 
from ten to forty mlles^ round London^ do not exceed a 

qiurtcr 
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quarter piut under Jhm ptars Mp wkich carreSp^i^ 
with Sir William's eftimate. > ,\x' 

' JFrom aU which k «ppMr$, that wc pajr very.^etf f 
«.jtes> bf not* taking- proper Mtthoda ta.tMn*mi0-dit 
ciefiiof Hvingin fuch vaftcTMrds* •; . 
- If one foarth of manlrind «e tinier feven f&anr^ 
age ; and villaget, where the air is gooAy and Aeamfti 
cAT^id^ are the proper places for prefinring drildita, 
iilrely w« ought, if children are of any value, ti» tafef 
idvantage of our kifowiedge. « 

• ThebiuiaU faeievnder ienea years of ago 4ipoii dit 
Mils, v» tbore 43 per cent. viv. loij^ on ft 3230*, 
whereas they ere not alMve t^per cent, in villages, cw^' 
fequendy we lofe 18 per (cent. This iS' cotnpndng'on 
AetifelMr eommon biiti of mortality : but when appHefr' 
fo pertkular to the pariOi infant pwr's mortadityv ifUkeUt 
nf r8,.it may be called 80 or 90^; opi if jksu ^Ite^ 
Upon thofe received under r 2 mooths ofd,- 99, • ^ 'T- 

Bi every view, the great evil lies in fa iew<diild^en 
being borfiy' zni in fo-mofj -kept here 4» irV d^'peflrifli 
Snftmt poOT'coitftttuting a confideraUe part of ttelfft.* 

From The ftme 'Oiurrit becomes neeeflory to deaw 
la Aipply frovn the feverad touiit4es of 6 c» 8000 -mt^ 
nually. This demand ftir London- aod WJ^ftmiBiAes^ 
cut of 7,oc>0,tXX) is-W I per theufand^yeti^ we don<- 
%der this nmaber as diawnfiom the pciiwi jof :tte 
-worlcing youth, and ludl as ate mnflrik .fori ptip»^ 
fation, to live hetv 141 a ftate of ce}il>ic)K,.it^ii9^.be 
Tcdexmed'equal to'fivetimes- the numbef. ^ Ttfaia repeated 
conftnitly every year, with much greater demands fit: 

feopU 
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fmfigikm infirmr iims^ inuft in the ifTue operate to 
o«r deftrudion. 

ilime Gbn induce (he price, of provillons, and en- 
courage marriages \m tbcfe cities, fo that there may 
be more chrificningji than burials. Sir William Petty's 
bypothefis Will correfpoiKl with experience; for it is 
evidcttty where only 25 per cenh or a fourth part die 
under feven years ^ age, a fourth part may be fup- 
pofed liWng. And it is no lefs apparent, that if fuch 
fourth part of mankind may be preferved in a pure air, 
and that deaths cncreafe in an rmprbper. fituation, the 
more we dcfcend to the lower claflfes of mankind, the 
greater will the evil be ; and it is evidently from this 
caufQ, that-great numbers here die at an early period* 
Wiicie people ore fupplied with neceiTaries, there life is 
aftuatly preferved \ and if we mean to promote the na- 
tional w^^e, by our numbers^ we Auft fearch the re- 
cefics of mifery^ and relieve the child directly, or affift 
the mother to do it : and if (he is not worthy of the truft, 
it ihottld be given to another perfon. 

It ii wall known that many children are thrown upon 
the public, for no better reafon than that they are illigi^ 
timate ; nany becaufe they are orphans ^ fome as being 
the children of domcftic fervants, unable to provide for 
them^ many born where their parents have no fettle- 
meiit ; and too (nany parents are profligate and, neg- 
led thetr duty to their own offspring. 

Coniidering thefe various calamities, and that neither 
vice nor idlenefs can be imputed to this fn^h part of 
mankind) their fiate and condition, is die more inte^ 

T rcfting* 
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peAed they (houU perform it welly where they: h«Ve«o 
Kght to follow from more cxakcd ftatibns. Where the 
> duties arifing from thought and defign^ and tbeexercife 
of humanity and religion are difplayed in their full kiftre, 
they will chear the heart, and mend it alfo : they will en- 
large the undcrftanding, and bring things to the Aandaid 
of reafon and virtue. How little thefe duties haveibeea 
in fafhion, is too melancholy a truth* to infift on* I do 
jiot mean but that we have a portion of 'virtue ; and we 
have parted with our money fometimes with a wantooi 
liberality ; but to inftruding, correcting, and proaioting 
the intereft and comfort of the people^ by dewing them 
what ihty JhsuUf and (liould not do, wc have not Jud 
time for fuch home-bred thoughtful avocations* . - , 
r What Js ti»ue of a private family, muft be true of a 
million of private families, all following thff fame courfe^ 
with few exceptions only. Our forefathers grew. rich, 
by parfimony and attention : will prodig4ilhy aod diffipa* ' 
fion, tho' blended with generofity, guard their chikkea 
z^TAtiit poverty ? We cannot continue to en^oy.what we 
<!onfume beyond the reach of natural eooreafe^ nonore^ , 
main opulent at an unmeafured expence. Extravagancy * 
vrill lead us into the temptation of preying upon, each 
other, which is the very thing v^ ought moft to guard • 
ourfclves againft. In private life, diftruft of our virtue . 
is fometimes the beft prefervative againft vice: and xvi 
our capacity as fubje£ls, we fhould wifh to be reftraiaQd^/ 
tho* not by ^/i^/Vorf power. 

It will be hapfy for u5 if wp. now difcover the evil, . 
and immediately fet about correfting ourfelves. It caiii' 

not 
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W\v£tt*jlugtffiu$ compiained. to the yoqqg citizens, of 
Rome of their neglddt of matrjisony), he reminded them 
^^t they Were doing evefj thing in jtfieir power to ruin 
their country :• and nothing; cw he more apparent, 
than the injury Created by negligence of this kind ; qr 
more fital thratrt tfare'cufloms. and mapners of a people, 
Whdn tbey operate fo as «ven to creat^Q an oppofition to 
the alliance of- the fcics* .... 

SxtWilHam Temple^ if I remember right, treats court- 
^.ipraftcr the age of forty as improper, if not abfurd : 
but furel'y an indifcriminate deterniination on this head 
is abfurd. Some men are old at twenty-five^ and fome 
young at fifty^ ^hHrft convenience, inclination and fo-^ 
^iai afFedion branch out the fubje£b beyond limitation. 
' ' inr tJ&e fame Aiannery the adage ^^ good men marry earff^ 
vMc^aa^n neve? j" if it means, that if they do not marry 
ia th^ moft proper, time, they fliould confider well how 
ttey marry at all, thewe is fpnfe in it : but if it denies 
goodntfiox virtue to be. man's fupreme wifdom, then it is 
nonfenfe \ and this pretended apothegm is but an afFec- 
tatioif of the contempt of nature, and of thofe laws 
which exceed man's wifdom, whatever his pride or po- 
licy may load him to believe. 

Irt a free country, the ruling paiEon of each member of 
the community fbould, always be the national exiftehcie 
«id the felicity of pofterity ; and when rightly underftood, 
thefe ate interwoven jw^tlv prefent gdya^itages. Were it 
only the fingla plca&irc of thinking we are doing that which 
will mak« others the liappier,;. all. political refinements, 
not founded on fuch a fecial prin^l^, will ^^ve onljr 
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t") render us contemptible in the fight of du>fe who ifAk 
i.i the paths which God and nature have pointed opt. 

But to draw arguments partly founded in hStSy I am- 
to obfervc, that in 1765 the chriftenings were 16,374* 
To make out this account, we are tx> fiippofe as- mmj 
marriages, within a certain number of yeart, as might 
produce fo many births. Whether fuch contra£b were 
made in the churches within the bills of mortality, or ia 
the circumjacent towns and villages, is very immaterial. 
Much the greater part of the marriages of the inhabit* 
tants of thefe cities are made in Tome or other of the 
parifli churches. 

Let us then fuppofe, upon a medium, that every cburch 
produces annually weddings — ^- — - i^, 
Thefe amount, on 147, to — — 51352- 

And in 9 years to — ^— — 2i,x<68' 

From which deducing one in four as fteHle, 

g — — — — — 5291 
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Remain — — — — — XS5976 
which, agreeable to the bills, may produce 
chriftenings annually — " — ^.-. 15 m^i: 
tho' I apprehend i child in 17 is iffegitimate. 

Let us now enquire what portion of 700^000 ihtebi- 
tants may be married in thefe cities, within the ages 
of twenty and forty. Here are of males and females/ 
or pairs — ' _ — ^ 3S^jO00 

From whom deduft one ^h part for thofe 
who do not regijfer chrijlinings with us, un- 
lefs children are brought* as foundlings, or- 
phans, cafual, aind occafional illegitimate : 

thefe we fuppofe to be pairs — i 70,000 

5 Of 
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danger of gujl^^ And in places of great commerce, we 
accprdfngly fee the morals of the people generally fpolled, 
efpeciayy in arbitrary countries, and where r^iglon i$ 
conYertecJi Lnjto a farce. 

.^ The purity of our conftltution, and the excellency 
of our religion, willpreferve us fo much the knger ; but as a 
mercantile na4ionj| we are always in danger, of degene- 
rating into fuch. a rapacious difpofitioif in our traffic, as 
tends tQ weaken the force of confcience % and in proporr 
tion as^this 4?pays, the virtue that is efTenti^l to liberty 
will decay alfp ^ fo that in every view, trade, though 
founded 09 liberty, which enricjies, has a}fQ 4 tendency 
tp .. ejpiflave and impoverijQ|;i. And il; requires a fkilful 
management to ward qJF this cpnfequence ; ^ 9wful re*: 
fpeS for religion only can do it eSe^u^Uy* 

. Tho fuflpms and manners of thi^ nation ar^. cer- 
t^nly very much altered ^ and example, is more pre«> 
valent than precept f yet if we do not corred ourf^ves 
by cboice^i we muft. (jlo it from necejfity, and that negeffity ijn 
nq^.ouf doprs, t^ut we do not all fee it. We may 
hope. our guardians and dire£lors will open our eyes by 
making U3 pay handfomely for our unrucejffary and injur'^ouf 
iadulgencies : this m^y in part remedy the evil* 

Taxes, of the nature of fumptuary laws, not zGtu2\^ 
fjiniptuary laws, feem to be required ; and many will 
be glad to be reftrained^ having a good plea,,whQ a^^c 
now too proud or too irrcfoiute, or too much enllayed hy 
cuftom, to retrench^ though cpnfcious that they are aid- 
ing an abfurd and pernicious psurt, equally ^urtful to 
their own repuUtion, and deftfuaiyc^Jp thj? welfare of 
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not undertake to determine. But it is well knovtrn, that 

we make Tifajhim of every thing, and the higheflr ranki 

of the people always lead the loweft in the chains of 

imitation, be it in wifdom or folly. To this fafcinating 

poi?rcr, we muft afcri&e many deviations from the paths 

of our forefathers. ' 

In the cafe before us, we muft judge from chriftemngt 

zni burials. In one* large market town (a) and fevcn 

vfllagcs round it, by an account of three years, there arc 

chriftenings — — — -— — ^j^ 

burials — -*- — • -^ •— 5315 

fo that, inftead of a diminution of per cent. , — — 30 

as on the births, tn thefe cities, here is an cn- 

creafe of near per cent. — — — i^ 

confequently we muft fuppofe the marriages to be 

proportioned. 

In another place (A) on 20 years, we find as follows : - 

Chriftenings -^ — — -^ .^ g^^^ 

Burials — — 1 •^ ^^ .^ ^j^ 

Encreafe per cent, full — .-4* : -.^ ... , ^^ 

Marriages — — — — ^ ^^ - . j^ 

of which the laft lO'yeafs — . — . .^ ,. .^ 

which I call per ann. — — t^ -— .. ..jq 

This place having children born on a medium -.;^' 

per ann. — — — - .^. ,— ,^ 

may be prefumed to arife from the fucceflive. > ; 

marriages of 8 or 9 years. Be this as it may, ,. 

if a village or little town has 700 iohabitamts, and ' 

produces per ann. marriages *-^ * •— — •: |c 

Thefe 
(a) Maidftone, Vol. I* page it 6. 

{b) Vol. I. pages 117 and xiS. 
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TKefe cities, having 700,000 inhabitants, 
flioiild produce — — -^ — 10,000 
whereas there doth not appear to be above — 51352 

I wifli meafures werei' taken to makp it apparent how 
panjr there are ^ that vc may not think ourfelves well if 
we are not, nor yet ignorant of the nature of our difeafc. 

It were much to be wiftied, that a regifier of births, 
buriaTs atid Weddings, in all the cities^dnd. n^rket towns 
in the kingdom, were annually tranfmitted to the Com- 
pitiy of Parifti Clerks here, of which I fliall tell you 
knbfc hereafter. As to villages, they will not admit, of a 
ioihparifoh with the metropolis. » 

The evil undoubtedly reigns mofl: in cities and great 
towns^ where the inhabitants follow nature leaff. A 
high opinion of great wealth, and the expences which 
this" opinion hath introduced, inilitate againft nature 
and religion. The glitter of life dazzle^ fo muoh, that 
men lofe fight of thtf comforts. €>f it 5 and the beft-grounded 
hopes of happinefs here and hereafter, too often give 
ytafce to a filly fondnefs of the applaufe of each other* 
tn* cafes which we can never think of attentively, with- 
l^hl a fecret felf-contempt. When we difcdver that 
ikher s arc not fo rich as they pretend to be, the folly is 
<he greater: but when wc find the mifapplication of 
riches brtngg^n great mifthiefs^ thofc who are not rith 
may draw" a double confolation. . Men often ad as. if 
life cohfiftcd in tire abundance which they ppflefs 5 
whereas the 9onof Godhas declared juft the contrary. 

So far as ridieB .prove hurtful to morals and popula- 
Jjon, in the iffue they will bring on^iftrefs, decay, and 

poverty j 
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poverty ; infomueh, that we may almoft fay of 6ur tfpu. 
lency, fuch as it is, what Mr. Addifon has put hilo die 
mouth of his Cato^ concerning the good qualities of 
Julius Cicfar^ which^ however piauftble and captivating 
in the eyes of the multitude, tended to the deftrudioii of 
the commonwealth : 

*' Cttrfe on our riches^ they'll undo our cotmiij / *• 

Philofophcrs difpute whether, as Lord Bacon obfenres, 
all things (hould be referred to virtue or to pleafure j 
but this fage declares, that money is the inftrument of 
both. And fo it is ^ but whilft we complain of the cSc&i 
of luxury, and eveiy one computes how mucb^ rather 
than how little he ihall fpend, the fecret feems to be dif- 
clofing itfelf i that although, upon the comparifon with 
mod other nations, we are truly opulent, yet we live 
as if we were much richer than we are. Wc cer- 
tainly are not fo curfedly rich, but that we' may live very 
comfortably, and enjoy a large portion of happineis, 
in a married ftate ; and whilft we remain free, we ihould 
confult the good of the whole. It is alfo necefiary, that 
individuals fhould compute, how much riches happincfs 
requires, and how much wealth fantaftical notions of 
pleafure demand ; the enchantment will be then dif- 
folved, and marriage will be more in faibion. 

If we lofe the method of computing, in the (ame man« 
ner as we are apt to forget what portion of virtue is ne- 
cefiary to the pofleiBon of fo much liberty, we (hall in- 
creafe the difficulty, if we do not render it infurmount^ 

able. 

Well 
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Wcl} t^en, let jnnibg jBepfonsy'who have the world 
hf^otktm^ though a^dk>ft%he$r time isjhsrt^ let fuch 
iai»r]HOi-th^pfi<^ipl^^o^i^umafi afFeAionS) and a ca- 
P4Pity-of reafoning upoff hftppmefs, ajre not extinguifhed, 
cootwf Ute'Mrfae^faer tUrjALiMior of nature intended them' 
for each other or not : What artificial faftppinefs thejr 
can fu^ftitute for natural. and focial enjoyments, in the 
good and cfuil of life, to encreafe their pleafures and di- 
mipiih tiieir pakis. ^ Wfaetlm they have, any regard for 
their f piH^tryi or not ; and confequently, whether they 
aBp ^'ij/?/>f .eiitkled to the falfe liberty of d6ing as their 
fancy .-dj^Siatf-s? 

If;ia general,, in thefe yaft cities, two in three in the > 
pri^p^ of life are unmarried, it may probably an[K)uitft to^ 
four ij^fivij or five in fix, among thei higher clafies. If 
thefe are enchanted with a rich wardrol^, and the tinfel 
parade of g gala fuit 5 if the ftru»Slure of a chariot^ and 
the pomp of a modern luxurious dinn^r^ captivate their 
hearts, and they wijl learn only from esfperiencty they 
muft ;r^ thefe irkfotne vexations and fruitlefe efforts to 
plcafp themfelye5^ or rather to pleaiis thofe whom, per* . 
haps^they neither love nor fear: ;bcy muft be con- 
demned tQ the tl^rud^^ry oi feeking applaufe, which, if 
they find,^ is good igx potbing but to generate more folly 
of the fame kind. .^ , . 

Wheii the fexes have mutually compared their aWK- 
ties to be arrogant^r. humble, proudly wretched, or con- - 
tenudly ]oy^\x\ i when they have efxamined the duties they 
owe to Nature, to God, and to their Country,- they 
will then determine what part to ad on the ftage of life, 
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retting. Inftead of berng'iU <rcfctcd, Jio part of the 
poor is fo worthy of rcfpcft. Their innocence and dir 
ftrefs' claim an awful tendemcfs andrcgard, beyond aiyr 
of the children of men paft this dangerous period. And 
there is this further reafon for prdviAiog for them, by the 
means which nature ha^ pointed out i nu>tber$ who. arc 
affifted to take care of their owa offspring at the br-eafi^ 
are defigned to be protcSed with all due care. 

I am yoursy &q. 

The pernicious EffeSis pf the NegleS of Marriage, in a Moral 
and "Political P'irw, 

LETTER XXV. 

IT is eafy to demonftratc from the fmall number of 
chriftenings, that, amidft all our pomp and fliow of 
affluence in thefc great cities, marriage is irt a langcriflir 
Jng condition. At the fame time we acknowledge this 
in theory to be the fpring and ftream rf political mOy- 
tutions, the cement of fociety, and the beft defend of 
the purity required by our religion. 

Were we to judge from the number of fingic peribn< 
of different ranks fit for marriage, within the circle of 
a large acquaintance, one might almoft cosnclMde^ ^at 
this alliance of the fexes is contrary to the policy and 
religion of our country : that concubinage and prooiif- 
cuous commerce are not repugnant to the law' of CbriA^ 
jand that the wade of the flower of a nation by difefiie 
and early death, or their decay by a profligate i>abit oi 
intemperance, are entirely agreeable to the political iti-* 
tereft 9f pur country. 

' When 
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' Wbett^Jugiffi^s complaiiiedr^ ta ihe youqg citizens, of 
Rontibf their'negleifibof matrwony,, he reminded them 
A^t^tbcyWcre doing evcjiy; thing in jtfieir power to ruia 
thdr country V andlf' nothing! «^:|> be more apparent, 
than the injury Cr^atectby iiegligence of this kind j qr 
more fital thratrt the' tufloms . and manners of a people, 
Whdh they operatei fe as «ven to create an oppofitlon ta 
the alliance of- the fcics*- ' n, . , 

Sifff^Iliam Tempky if I remember right, treats court- 
^iprafter the age of forty as improper, if not abfurd : 
but furety an indifcriminate deterniination on this head 
is abfurd. Some men are old at twenty-five^ and fome^ 
young aty^, iyhilrft convenience, inclination and fo-^ 
c^iai afFedion branch out the fubje^ beyond limitation. 
- inr tihe fame Aiannery the adage '' good men marry ear^^ 
wSfe^Eoen neve^jj" if it means, that if they do not marry 
ittth^ moft proper, time, they fliould confider well how 
ttey marry at all, theirie is fei\fe in it : but if it denies 
goodntfiox virtue to be. man's fupreme wifdom, then it is 
nonfenfe ; and this pretended apothegm is but an afFec- 
tatioiff of the conteoapt of nature, and of thofe laws 
'which exceed man's wifdom, whatever his pride or po- 
licy may load him tO: believe. 

Irt a free country, the ruling pafEon of each member of 
the community ftould. always be the national exiftence 
«id the felicity of pofterity i and when rightly underftood, 
thefe are interwoven jwitbprefent gdv^a^tages. \\fere it 
only the fingla plea(ure of thinking we ^e doing that which 
will make others the liappie^,^ all political refinements, 
not faunded on fucb a fodal prin^plf, will fe^ve onljr 
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t") remler us contemptible in the fight of diofe who ifHk 
i.i the paths which God and nature have pointed opt. 
' But to draw arguments partly foimded in fii£bs» I asi- 
to obfervc, that in 1765 the chriftenings were 16, 3(^4* 
To make out this account, we are tx> fiippofe as^ nany. 
marriages, within a certain number <rf years, as migbt 
produce fo many births. Whether fuch contra£b were- 
made in the churches within the bills of mortality, jot ia 
the circumjacent towns and villages, is very immaterial^ 
Much the greater part of the marriages of the inhabit* 
tants of thefe cities are made in Tome or other of the 
parifli churches. 

Lot us then fuppofe, upon a medium^ that every cburch 
produces annually weddings — -^^ — • i^, 
Thefe amount, on 147, to — — 21352.. 

And in 9 years to ^-^ ^ ^-. -.- 2i9X'68' 
From which deducing one in four as fteKle, 
being — — — — — 52191 

Remain — — — — — XS5976 
which, agreeable to the bills, may predace^ 
chriftenings annually — ' — "»— : 16,3^4* 
tho' I iappreherid i child in 17 is iBegitimate. •'. ,r . 

Let us now enquire what portion of 700,000 iiiMbi- 
tants may be married in thefe cities, within the ages 
of twenty and forty: Here. are of iliales and females,' 
or pairs _ ' ' — ^ ' ^ 350,000 

From whom dediiS one ^h partfcr thofe 
who do not regijfer chrijlinings with us, un- 
lefs children are brought as foundlings, or- 
phans, cafiial, aind occafional illegitimate: 
thefe we fuppofe to be pairs — i — 70,000 

5 Of 
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* €X €»rm9ims.?9p9f;^o,pB\i^^j^ MaSt as amply as 
youpLsaiey v<^ , 

5f per cent, unif^r iS^y^^j^of age — — 142,800 
31 pgr cent, ;aboy« 40 ycjirs 0/ a^e — -^ 8|5,8oo 
ftjU the tevmaifix gmoiwits to — ^— — 50,400 
who on this medium . computation- are fo 
ouu^r toirs in thie. {Uiime of life, and it 
amoonts to no n;iai;e than fi^^ in tfyee of thefe 
pairs, bfitwiccfx tyuii^tj. wi forty ^ which are — 1 6, 800 
whkh aJio correfponds nearly with the nqqi- 
ber, of cJ^ildren cbriflened, and fupports this 
Computation. 

It mufthe.obierved, that though our women do not 
generally continue to breed till they are forty, fome be- 
gin much earlier than twei^ty, and healthy men are 
yoting at forty-five, which abundantly allows for the 
portion of Aerility^ 

Tbofe.who are, and thofe who are not rich, inge- 
nucHifly plead poverty or pride in their excufe for not mar* 
rying ; and if by jyjule they mean vice and folly, granting 
f9me exceptions, their confeifion muft be received as fair 
and candid : B^t• at tl^e fame time^ it proves our de- 
plprable.iituatiQn.in this inftance. 

Nor .{leed.we go.fa^ fpr .occular proof; we fee fuch 
nvini.ber&x>f young pepple pf beautiful perfons, good edu* 
catjions, and aan^ble characters unmarried, that the evil 
may in reality .{iieefteenied mu^h greater than this com- 
putation amQm}l$<9». 

How far the.feft of the kingdopi is influenced by the 
example of the metropolis, in regard to marriage, I will 

not 
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not undertake to determine. But it is well knovtrn, that 
we make zfajhim of every thing, and the higheflr ranki 
of the people always lead the loweft in the chains of 
imitation, be it in wifdom or folly. To this fafcinating 
poVrcrj we muft afcri&e many deviations from the paths 
of our forefathers. 

In the cafe before us, we muft judge from chriftemngt 
zni burials. In one large market town (a) and feycn 
villages round it, by an account of three years, there are 
chriftenings — — — -— -^ ^jq 
burials ' — -*- •— — ^ -^ jjj^j 

fo that, inftead of a diminution of per cent. , — . '30 
as on the births. In thefe cities, here is an cn- 
creafe of near per pent. — — — 14 

confequently we muft fuppofc the marriages to be 
proportioned. ■■■ ' -r 

In another place (A) on 20 yeais, we find as follows : ^ 
Chriftenings — ^ — ~ -^ «^ ^^ 
Burials — — 1 .^ ^^ .^ ^^ 

Encreafe per cent, full — ,-4* r .. 

Marriages -*- — — .^-^ ^ 
of which the laft lo'yeafs — . — .^ ,,^ 
which I call per ann. ' — . — . ,-^ .*_... . jq 
This place having children born on a medium -;.'- . 
per ann. — '— — - ^^. . ,— .. ,^ 

may be prefunied to arife from the fuccefltve. 
marriages of 8 or '9 years. Be this' as it may, ■ ,. 
if a village or little town has 700 inhabitants, sikI * 
produces per ann. marriages — ^ • •— — ..: |o 

Thefe 
(a) Maidftone, Vol. I. page it 6. 

{h) Vol. I. pages 117 and xiS. 
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TKefe cities, having 700,000 inhabitants, 
flioiild produce — — -^ — • 10,000 

whereas there doth not appear to be above — .5^352 

I Wilh meafurcs were' taken to makp it apparent how 
^any:' there are ^ that wi tnzy not think ourfelves well if 
we are not, nor yet ignorant of the naljure of our difeafc. 

It were much to be wifhed, that a rcgifter of births, 
huriaTs aljd "weddings, ih all the citiesTiind. n^rket towns 
in the kingdom, were annually tranfmitted to the Com- 
piiny of Parifh Clerks here, of which I (hall tell you 
hjofc hereafter. As to villages, they will not admit of a 
ijomparifoh with the metropolis. ' 

' "The evil undoubtedly reigns moft in cities and great 
towns^ where the inhabitants follow nature leaft. A 
high opinion of great wealth, and the expenccs which 
this^ opinion hath introduced, militate againfl: nature 
and religion. The glitter of life dazzle^ fo muob, that 
men fofe fight of the comforts. cf it j and the beft-grounded 
ho^es of happinefs here and hereafter, too often give 
'ptafce to a filly fondnefs of the applaufe of each other> 
frf cafes which we can never think of attentively, with- 
IMil a fecret felf-contempt. When we difcdver that 
iSthers are not fo rich as they pretend to be, the folly is 
<he greater : but when we find the mifapplication of 
riches bllngs on great mifthiefs, thofe who are not rith 
may draw* a double confolation. . Men often ^ as. if 
life cohffftcd in die abundance which they poflefs ; 
whereas the 9on of God iias declared juflrthe contrary. 

So far as rtdies prove hurtful to morals and popula- 
tion, in the iffue they will bring on dJftrefs, decay, and 

poverty} 
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poverty y inromueh, that we may almoft fay of 6uf '«^ii. 
leiicy> Aich as it isy what Mr. AdSfon has put hilo &t 
mouth of his CatOy concerning the good qualitks taf 
JuHiu Cafar^ which, however plaufible and captivating 
in the eyes of the multitude, tended to the deftradumof 
the commonwealth : 

•' Curft on our riches^ tbefU undo our cowOrg I *• 

Philofophers difpute whether, as Lord Bacon obfenres, ' 
all things fhould be referred to virtue or to pleafure \ 
but this fag€ declares, that money is the inftrumeht of 
both. And fo it is \ but whilft we complain of the cffcfls 
of luxury, and cveiy one computes how mucby ndier 
than how littU he (hall fpend, the fecret feems to be dif- 
clofing itfelf s that although, upon the comparifon with 
moft other nations, we are truly opulent, yet we live 
as if we were much richer than we are. Wc cer- 
tainly are not fo curfedly rich, but that we^may live very 
comfortably, and enjoy a, large ponion of happine($, 
in a married ftate ; and whilft we remain free, we ihould 
confult the good of the whole. It is alfo neceflTary, that 
individuals fhould compute, bow much riches bappincfi 
requires, and how much wealth fantaftical notions of 
pleafure demand ; the enchantment will be then dif* 
folved, and marriage will be more in fafbion. 

If we lofe the method of computing, in the (ame nian«- 

ner as we are apt to forget what portion of virtue is ne- 

ceflary to the poiTeffion of fo mucTi liberty, we fliall in- 

creafe the difficulty, if we do not render it infurmount- 

ablc. 

Well 
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W«l):t{ien9 let voviigvperfoiiSy'wfao have the worM 
b(^e.t)|em, tboagk^a^iJtoftUieiirtime is,/^/; let fuch 
in, wt^fRiUb^ prififiple/io^ liumaA afFefHons^ and a ca* 
p^tf-Bf. reafoning upti» hftppmeTs, ajre not extinguifiied, 
CQQtwpUte whether tUefttMrar of nature intended them' 
for each other or not : What artificial hdppinefs thejr 
can fu^ftitute for natural, and focial enjoyments^ in the 
good and ^il of life, to encreafe their pleafures and di- 
inif\ifl^ their p9flis>^ Whettm they have, any regard for 
thej^r^puntryior not; and confequentlyy whether they 
asf;'i^/|r entitled to the falfe liberty of doing as their 
fan<:y,^<5iates? 

Jf?ia general,, in thefe yaft cities, two in three in- the > 
priip^ of life are unimarried, it may probably amourit to^ 
four i^fivii or five in fix, among thei higher clafies* If 
thefe ar^^ enchanted with a nch wardrol^, and the tinfel 
parade of ^ gala fuit ; if the ftruAure of a charioty and 
the pomp of a modern luxurious dinn^r^ captivate their 
hearts^ and they wiU learn only from e^tperiinc^j they 
muft tnL thefe irkfome vexations and fruitlefs efforts to 
plcafe^ themfelves^ Pf xz^cr to pleaib thofe whom, per- . 
haps^ they neither love nor fear : ^t^ey muft be con- 
dernned to. the 4'^^^ of fiekirtg zpphufcj which» if 
they find^ is good iqx fiQtbing but to genei^ate more folly 
of the fame kind. ^ , . 

When the fexcs h^ve mutually compared their abili- 
ties to be arrogant^r.hwjnble, proudly wretched, or con» • 
ieniedly ]oyf\x\ ^ wheji they have examined the duties they 
owe to Nature, to God, and to their Country,- they 
will then determine what part to ad on the ftage of life, 
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I 146 ] 

It would be a vain talk for the fexes to recriminate x>xi 
each other, at the very moment they mean to promote 
a treaty of amity* To fay the men are the moft dari^ 
ly vicious, or the women mofl: unquietly vain, will.a^ 
but little : But furely there never was a learned^ iBge-. 
nious, civilized nation, which preferred the Jhadow cf 
pleafure, to the fubjlance of happinefs, fo much as we dou 

If native modefty, real knowledge, or unaffedied pu- 
rity of manners, can captivate an intelligent heart ; in 
fpite of the paint zni forwardnefs^ and vanity and pri<fc, 
which are often found, we may boaft of the mod amiable 
women in the world, and I believe the mod beautiful 
too ; fo that our refinements are the more abflird and 
contradidory to that good fenfe for which we are famed ; 
But money l^^ money ^ and the paradi of life^ have, thrown 
down all thefe diftindions, and only the few difcern be- 
tween this kind of good and evil; I am youn, &c« 

^ comparative View of thf Marriagu of thefe Cities, and in 
Tufiat^ and Paris • 

LETTER XXVI, ' 

T T is a matter of ufe as well as curiofity, to qomp^e 
-*• the different parts of the chriftian world in particu- 
lar inftances. We (hall fee that the poorer nations of- 
ten a£l, as if they depended on Providence and thcixJa-* 
bor, much more than the richer, who are moT^abj(brhed 
in the gratification of their pifidd and luxury^ and that 

.they give dowries to the poor to many, inftead of 
charging 12; or 13 s. fees, as it cofts here by the tnflrr 

' ri(^e a^: 

In 
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In regn-d to the number I fuppofed to be unmarried 
|>etween the ages of twenty and forty within the bills of 
inortali^, it appealed to be' ^t leaft two in diree, Ih 
the dukedom of Ttifmnjy I &id the inhahitantd who axf 
numbered, ftand thus : -^ ' 

Married men and wpme;n -^ «^^ 286,289 

Uniparrie4 men and women »— .?— 371,222 
Boys 5^ld girk *— ^— ,-- — 248,185 
Churchmen, priefts, mpnks, and hermits, '^IrSI^ 

Nuns — — — ~ i— 9,349 

932,621 
Proteftants ^ . -^ ^ ~ ^285 
Jews — ^ -^ -^ — 8,977 

People in Tufcany — — — 941 5883 

^o form a comparifon of thefe cities and the dukedom 

of Tufcany, the account ftands thus : 
Computed inhabitants within the bills — 700^000 
Dedu^ fuppofed to be. diilenters, who do not 

marry with ui , one ffth . — • — 140,000 

Remain — — — — — 560,000 
Married (between 20 and 40) computed i)ii 

ourdiriftemngS' — .a^ — r 34>i32 

Unmarried • — •— *^ — ^ 240,268 

Peribn^ lindcc ao years of age --^ »-*- 1 2855600 
Cffmpttted inhabhams of the eftablifbed 

c^arch^ who xcgifttrjchriftenings within 

the 'bilk of mortality — ..-. -^ 560,000 

U 2 Under 
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Under loyears of age, unnurried, fet \ 
againft the Tufcan boys, and girls \ 
Married on the whole number -^ 
Unmarried on the whole number 



fFeftmhfte 
pfTcqit, 



51 

6 

94 



Torcan; 
porcfln* 



7,ti 
70 



Great part oT the Tufcan marriages appear to be earlier 
than 20, for tlie number of their boys and girls do not 
correfpond to above half the number of our fellow* 
fubje£ts, on the real rate* of deaths under 20, in the bills 
of mortality. 

Were we to double the 6 per cent, for 
elder people and younger people^ and make in all, 
married perfons ■ — — — — . 689264 
And as in the Tufcan account there muft be 
fome under 20, and many above 40, let us 
allow more — — . — — 11973* 

In all ' — ' — • • — -1- _ . 80,000 

It will not then make a third of the number 
of the Tufcan married perfons, they being . x86,289 
At the fame time it is worthy obfervation, that near 
three per cent, of their whole people are in a ftate of ce- 
libacy from motives of fuperftttion. - 

If the Tufcans were as prolific as in more temperate 
climates; if they underftood the proper methods, of 
nurfing, and had the conveniencies we enjoy, they would 
foon ftock their country. But as it feems to be our na* 
tionaly or at leaft citycrime^ to negle& marriage, it is theirs to 
ahufe it. They do this to a degree that kicks at Heavien '; 
or, as if they were totally ipiorani of theCfaipflian kw. 
4 We 
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We g^Deir^y find the cbafteft pairs are the .moll at-^ 
teiuive tD their ofFspring, and that th^ piipfligate regard 
them very little : fo we may fuppofe the Tufcaiw not 
only breed lefs, but take lefs care of their children. , 

We may alfo learn fomethung ufefiU byxompm-ingipur 
accounts' of. the bills of ifiortality^ and thofe of our neigh- 
bors the /r^wi&. 

Ifl 1764 



I find the iirthp in Paris' at a. me 

dium per ann. were 
The burials at a medium — 



a. me* 7 



From 17*3 
to 17 3S. 



17,804 



18,034 



fo that the French feem to gain 1149, ^^ P^^ ^^"^* ^ 
while we lofe here per cent, at Icaft — 3^ 

In one large parifli in Paris I have the following ac- 
count, which, compared with the bills of mortality^ is 
as follows: 



Yean ot' age On a number Dead 
-iadufiTe. of deatfaa in per cent. 

one paridi in in Paria. 

Paris. 


Un our Dills 

of mortality 

in 1765. 


Dead 

percent. 

on OUT 

billt. 


I to 1 

3 to 5 

6 to ID 

1 1 to 20 


1391 


4^^ 

Si 
34 
4 


23,230 


4 


6oi 


501 



Whence it ihould follow, that Paris is lefs healthy than 
London, for i»^»/i ; but having many more children 
born, and fent out to nurfe, gains in fubjeds. 

Jt is true, the climate at Paris is fofter, and there is 
no fulphur from fea-coal, but frequently fevere weather. 
The diet of the French alfo is lighter, but they want 
milk for their children. Their houfes are high, their 

ftreets 



ftreets narrow, and they want common fewers : the(e 
are difadvantages which we do not fuffer in the fame 
degree. 

According to the cuftom of the Vm-ifians^ many of 
their Infants are fent into the country to be nurfed, 
in a greater proportion than we fend them, fo that either 
their lives are preferved, or their deaths kept out of 
their bill of mortality, which is one caufe of the great 
jfuperiority they enjoy or fccm to eiijoy over us. 

I am perfuaded, however, they are wifer than we 
are in refpeft to marriage. They do not refine fo much. 
I fay this, becaufe I fee an account of the married in the 
^ine years, between 1728 and 1738 •— 37>0I5 

TheTialf of thefe being pairs, are — n 18,507 
and might bring into the world children •— x 8,688 
and if we fet the illegitimate born againft the iicrile in 
marriage, and the acceffion of new people camjng to 
ParU^ whilft others dropt off, it is eafy to account for 
18,688 births from fuch marriages. ^ 

If we judge from the appearance of that city and thefe, 
we can allow Paris but — ■ — 500,000 

•Ourfelves —,-;-— 760,000 

Upon a comparative view we may reafonably con- 
clude, that the inhabitants here are moft numerous by 
iz in 7, and yet their marriages are fo many more than 
purs, that they have on their bills full 18 births to our 16; 

The French are fgid to live in greater numbers in their 
houfes ; and if we give them 10, and ourfelves only 7, 
the number is made out. There are many houfes in 
London and W«ftminfter, where the cellars and garrets 
are fully inhabited, and I prefume, both here and thefe, 

many 
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many fmallcr buildings are inhabited by 3 or 4 people. .< 
According to the French accounts, and alfo the beft I 
have of LondomnA Wtjimn/iir^ tliey ftand thus : 

. Paris, . . London and Wcftminftcr, 

50,000 Houfcs -— — 105,000 («) 

52 Pariihes — — 147 ' 
'20 Parifli churches — — 146 

21 Collegiate chapels, not parochiaj 7 
80 Churches and chapels, dftto ^ 

. iiAbbic, ■_ - .; iMonaftry 

53 Convents - - i fo caUed i 
. 70 Nunneries — — J 

57 Colleges — ^7 Colleges 

15 Seminaries -^ -^ ^& fchools 24 
12 Prifons *— ^^ 12 

a6 Hofpitals ~ — ^ «. 32 (c) 

500 Hotels ~ — -^254 (^) 

12,000 Coaches ^— — Toq many. 

i8,6S8 Births per annum on a medium •— 169374 
17,804 Burials per annuo^ ditto — «- 24,700 

Nttti. Parifli rates per ann. ~ about £. 130,000 
Upon which it may be remarked, that the abbies, 
convent^ and nunneries, if they contain 150 perfons 

each^ 

(a) Maitland muket it but 951968 in ijyft but the encreafe 
invft be near a tenth part. 

(b) 71 of the eftabliAied church { iS Pre(byterians ; it Quakers \ 
19 French ;' 11 Dutch } %^ Independantt $ ^ Metfaodift | € Po- 
pifti J Sy^iagoguet. 

(c) There are feveral othert befidet. 

(d) We have many grand houfet not reckoned ) in this accooiit 
are 164 inns, to iimi of court, 56 oonpaoies faallt, and other ca-* 
|tul bttiJdingl« 
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each, make 20,100, having made vows of cdibacf, 
and, if we judge from the births, prove that the otfater 
fubjeds marry in fo much the greater numbers. 

Id computing twofruenths more in theie cities than m 
Paris, our number of births fhouki be — i- 24,026: 
Whereas our chnftenings, as mentioned, are but 16,374 
And with one fifth addition for diilenters but — I9,62& 
But the burials in Paris a»tfr^yi//'^^500,ooo being 17,804 
Ours on 700,000 (hpuld be ■— — — ^4,925 
and they are very nearly io^ many, which gives a pro- 
bability to the computation, and a ftrong prefumptive 
evidence that we are 700,000, at lead in the winter 
time. If Paris fends many infants into the country t(^ 
be nurfed. It muft leiTen her bill of morulity. I alfa. 
conceive that ihe. is not fo healthy for adults as wc are^ 
tho' ibme think the contrary. But it is apparent to me 
that the great difference in favor of Paris is with regard 
to her pumber of births being fo near oui^s, as 18,688 to 
19,628, (giving to ourfelves the utmoft) or 1 in 18, which 
muft arife from -the greater number of her marriages. . 

As to ^ concourfc of people for commerce or pleafure, 
or public bufinefs, who create additional deaths, the 
French muft have in proportion as many as ourfelves. 

The French are fantaftical enough ; but I beUeve 
they are generally lefs dupes to prodigality, and expcnce^ 
efpecially in their middle ranks <>f Burghers ^ and it 
feems to be proved that they are lefs deterred from mar- 
riage than we are. Upon the whole, we may infer, that 
granting us to have two-fevefiibs more inhabitants than . 
they, their number of marriages at Paris actually exceeds 

ours in. thefe cities. 

I grant 
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I grant, as fome pretend, the pra&ice of i7fa»-mid wiferjr 
may happen to kill a cbiUj when the woman-midwife 
would kill the mother ^ and that women did very well for 
our great-grand-mothers ; but I can hardly credit the 
fuppofition that many children are killed in the birth, 
whom women would have preferved. To form an idea 
how far it can be thought that our numbers have decreafed 
as man-midwifery has encreafed, we (hould fee how 
many there are of the profeillon, and how many children 
have died under their hands, before we can judge in fo 
nice a cafe. Surgery is arrived to a lieight in France : 
How they ftand as to midwifery, I know not. 

I obferve that common proftitutes feldom outlive 30 
years ; the French have full as many as ourfelves, and . 
are greater libertines in irreltgion : Whether they are fo 
daring and intemperate in vice, I know not. Our genius 
leads us to excefs more than theirs. 

We have greatly the advantage of them in the 
chaftity of our women in general, who are mote 
awed by cuftom, and a fenfe of honor, and piety. They 
do not drefs and daub retigion (o much like a common 
miftrefs, but eikem it as an eternal and immutable law^ 
by which they muft ftand or fall for ever. The truth is, 
if oar women M/ileft, they ihini more; and are for the 
moft part better educated. When we imiute the French^ 
it is generally in foolifli, or indiflferent things. 

Still it appears upon the face of this account, and I 
know not where to find a better data^ that they are 
wi/ery inafmuch as they do npt refine fo much ; nor, 
forry am I to fay it, facrifice their afFedlions to their 

X ^ vanity 



^ t i54 ] 

vanity as we do ours. We a£^ as if we meant to at- 
tempt to mend the works of God, and fubflitute fome- 
thing in the room of human afFeiStions. 

I think it is evident the French marry more generally 
ill Paris than wc do in London^ fuch vajt numbgri cf' w 
afpiring to make a certain parade of expence, and there- 
fore decline marriage on that abcount. 

As we have begun to number our houfes in the city of 
London, it might be right to take an exa^ account as 
follows : 

1. The number of both fexes between i8 and 40, un- 
married, diftinguilhing all laboring people, mechanics 
and fervants, in one clafs. 

2. Shopkeepers in another clafs/ 

3. All others, of whatever denomination, in a third 
clafs. 

I mean this but for once onfyj and to form a general 
idea of the ftate of the evil as it now ftands. 

We (hould alfo have a conftant annual account of the 
number of weddings in the bills of mortality, that 
it might be more clearly feen from what caufe proceeds 
fo great a deficiency in cbrijlenings compared with burials^ 
and what encouragement might poilibly be given, or 
what law enabled to promote marriage and prevent the 
decreafe which muft produce national decay. 

I am yours, &c. 



ObfervatioHS 



[ 'SS 1 

Oh/iryafhns anibi Dejkkucy of Marriage in the Bills of Mortality ^ 

L E TT E R XXVII. 

WHILST we jcpmplwi pf the oegkS of matri- 
moiiy^ the marriage-ajf): naturally recurs to the 
mind. This Laur^ though generally objected to, feems, 
as I have already obierved, {a) to be a falutary regula- 
tion for a ipber, well-difcipiined people \ with us it runs 
retrograde in fome places, "^e might, however, eafily 
know its operation by the number of marriages regiftered 
annually within the bills pf mortality for a few years 
antecedent to the aft \ and the niumber which have been 
foiemnized within the fame fpace of time fubfequent tp 
the enaSing this law. J3y fuch me^ns we might form a 
judgment of the fitne& of it. But if it does not anfwer 
here, it may operate happily on ^e Nation in general^ 
which (hould alfo he enquired into* It is faid to be ex- 
penfive, and that a man muft pay Jo or 12 s. it wene 
better to give him fo much for fo good a fervice. 

If, in certain inftanoes, we cannot adapt the minds of 
a people to a law, we muft accommodate the Uw to the 
people^ efpecially if experience fliould teach us the juft 
diftindtion how far to perfiftor recede. But tstiy lav 
which is calculated for good iorder ihould with caution be 
departed from : This is found to be a wholefome 
maxim in all countries, but particularly in ours. 

It is always neceflary to reftrain the precipitate ra(h« 
ncfs of giddy youth ; but it is objeded, that if ¥iw create 
X 2 delays 

i^a) Vol. L 
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dcUys in marriage among the common people^ k.wSI 
endanger their changing their n&inds, and good" polkjr 
requires our providing at muck at poffible againft the 
mutable temper which chara^terifes our nation, aAd 
which fhould be confidered in our political regulation). 
This argument ia fpecions, but it operates both ways^ 
for among the cvmmmpeopk^ and Hhers aHb, marriages 
•made in a great hurry, are foon violated; and* (he 
parties not having ^o^^i^r^ what tbeyiwereabout^ are 
apt to run into houndle(b excefles*. Thr^ii^mi which 
led them in one cafe^ leads them in another. 

That luxury abounds moft in great cities, and vicxous 
excelTes have a natural tendency to fhorten mens Kves, 
and prevent procreation, is beyond all doubt. But i» it 
poiEble, in a profperoas ftate, to preferve fuch order 
and political oeconomy as may refift the poifonous efie^s 
of opulcncy ? And ihall we complain of the bad coniif- 
quences of much riches, and in the fame breatb confMs 
that we iomut marry becaofc we have, not: riches 
enough i • -. .. .; 

It might be of fome uA to us to know bow thi^vfiat- 
ter ftands in the great cities of Germar^y eipecially where 
liberty is not fwallowed^ up:»*^-f^^By: the heft accooiits 
from Italy, the proper inhabitants of their cities encKaie, 
though they are not ikilful in the man^ement of iafiosts, 
and in general much poorer, and more vicious thanw 
are. But they have very confiftent notions, inafmuoh 
as they make it a religious duty, in forac places, to give 
portions to poor young women, in order to their marriage. 

I fThc Italians are not fcrvcd by female dome^s 

4 ?3i 
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'WOfVfe solTyi'aiKbooiiiieqiieiitly itinvei is^^-Mte lefs empio^ 
\akfit fbrwptti«i.-''^*^Twd id %hi|iidr^y or, if n^tMt* 
^3tbe ^prime of Itfe» «qtiid to ^»r ini .a* hf ndred of the 
SSuif/r^ yromen^ .are dnuttcd off biF^ie ibut itp in. jiun- 

, To co«ipen(aCe,for>this>' political. iBcomreiiieiv^; 'iid 

.^jbevjfe fpctbewftttt of coinmeKe^inciwfitrantsin.thelr 

-^flMnUies are rdyxiufiicrousi suid'wftether it is tha« the 

inafter confiden ^hat -diTorders^iTesf from ]ibertitti(W|, 

or thataftsite is threatened* witb difiblution where- thtfe 

are reftraints on marriage ; inftead of >a fenrant being te- 

jeded becaufe fae is married^ be is oftemimes rqeded 

becaufe he is not married i ^domeftici are accordiiigl]^ 

allowed to fleep out of their mafter's faoufe. : 

; Our grandeur feems to be at its n^dian height : We 

.begin ta find, ^bat we cannot fervc G«i>and Mammon. 

Ouf. cpuntry demands: ^one. thing; our coni[^Bnien'ce, 

according U eur pUm tff refiuenunts^ requires. another^: 

Which Aall we 'chiife ? We kncrwibat,' fo* far from otir 

ftockof men being inexbau/iibley there is now a coni* 

plaint of want:; and no 'wbnder^ if ^e coniider all 

circumftanoesj) The two laft wars xxmld not wafte lefs 

iha^ 30d»CDa:7of our befl men; yet we can by ho 

metns fubmit to m!ake< fuch a facriAce to faumani^ or 

public welfare^ as^tbefe Italians^ lii^hoihwe affei^to de- 

ipife^ .offer at thdr altars*— ^^As tb the aged, and ehif- 

dreA, and viigabOnds, it is evident that either we have too 

many people^ or that we do hot fuffici^ntly attend <b 

their being kept employed j and the latter will be found 

to^thecafe^ 

With 
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Wkh regard to our dameftic [ervanis^ within the bitb of 
mortaittj, were we to fuppoie our number to be 00I2 
650>ooo inhabitants^ and every thirteenth per£c»a ia th^t 
jraaky then there would be 50,000^ or pair* 25,000 

Of thefe may probably be of the age of 20 to 40 159090 
'May we not compute that of the 15,000 there 

are in a ftaitc of celibacy full 20»ooo» or pairs lO^oOQ 

They imitate their mafters^ who are either not to* 
cltned to marriage^ or afraid to engage in k» 

As to our female fellow fubjeds (not being too high 
bred in the parade of life) they are more iAcltned (0 
marriage, and fo far titter frieruU to nature and tkeir 
country than the men are. 

If the above computation be nearly true,. thi& jimnber 
amounts to a confiderable part of thofe, whpm I &ip- 
poicd in my former letter, on the comparative view of 
Tufcanyy to be ufelefs to the community a3 to cbe matcer 
of increaie. 

Thefe 10,000 parrs of domeftics alone^ night, ac* 
cording to the American computation, double tbeir 
numben in 25 years, but finely in the courfe of 
balf a century they might raufter an army of oOyOOO 
fighting men; and it is probable they woidd do io, if 
they were encouraged tnftead of difiour^^ed in die article 
of marriage. They would not refine fo much^ butfojr 
low nature I nay, they would fubmit to terms, nod 
acquiefce in their children being early trained to 10^ 
#uflrious purfuits, whereby tbey might be preveafioi 
from being any incumbrance on .the community.. 

• ■■ "We 
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We often complam of the great want of virtue ia 
our domeftics; we mean to fecure their fidelity to us, 
and to the ocMnmanity ; bti,t at die fame thne we Atow 
aiide alinoft the only good fecurity they can give for 
either. We have, indeed, nearly abdiihed a cuftont 
which tended to doftroy all diftindion : I mean the iUly, 
inhofpitable, kieonvehient, vexatious and corrupt cut* 
torn of vaib'-'gimig I taking our own fervantt under 
our own prote&ioii, and letting them know what they 
have to depend on, and on whom they are to depend. 
Thii is a metffure of the greateft good fenfe and utility^ 
and, in tb« iffiie, ^Iculated for the mutual benefit di 
mafter and fervant; let us next encourage their maniage 
and their lear of God* 

~ As to theeftimatiotiour fervants are m with us, which 
is a very weighty concern in the peace of domeftic life; 
they are mare refpedable in tbemfelves as hufi>and9 and 
wives, fathers and mothers, than as fingle perfoos, aiid 
iurely mo^ valtudile as meaibers of the consmunky* 

The nuger part of thefic fellow-fubjeds are drained 
from die country, where they would be ufefully em^ 
Jiloyed, wheteas great numbers of them ferve here only 
forponnb. But granting many to be.necefikry to coa- 
leniency and eafe ; and that fome muA be made a ihew 
of to attrad the eyes of the little vulgar^ and keep 
them inadfecent awe, it is very hard upon them, and 
upon ourtK>untry, ibat we cannot have a brood of chii- 
As9a bom on the fpot^ of the fame rank in Mk. Muft 
th^ be fer ever taken from the places where they 
would farniib bread for themfelves and us? Muft they 

b^ 
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ht alt^ys tempted to leave the.icomitrjr, where .tkejr 
would marry, to be condemned, viider pain of. our Ugk 
difpleafure, to remain as ufeleb as fciar9'dnd:nuns f . Siudi 
we exult over Papids on this- very accAttne^. and -at 4h4 
£imfr time ad amoreabfurd part F* ■ .r. , .. . .... r^sx^ 

If, by the force 6f good-^livfUg) ^they'femefeinMi -codtd 

together, how* manf -murderoos trick¥ -are play9de.td 

create abortions ! And^hiCt hai'the^noii before his wfdi 

' but to collefl 5 1. or if he is in a very good fervice, lol. 

in order that the child may be received by the parifli 

id die^' and it furely-^ dies accordingly, without anfienfe 
of mercy, or t>f the value of the fubjeA. This anfwers 
no other purpofi; than to furnifh, employment for coffin 
makers. 

In the mean while we forget the valu$ of the^ KHpt 
loft by thefe domeftics being drained fcom. the counlly, 
as well as the value of, the child* As indivtduals^.wf 
do every thing that h^ and too many' of us do. eveiy 
thing that is net goody -fot the faike of 4iiM^;;biie inma 
capacity as member^ of the community^ we eidier o#eN 
look the inJhrtimefU of att our gain^ or ieave it cntirelyil^ 
hazard. Nothing which is the efajeft of govermnem 
and police can furely be more defervifig attentioa:than 
the article of marriage^ and the pvefervation oPthellivel 
of children. • ' ..'..;r; \o 

' One of our great 'siisfortunes in' thefe cities is; that 
we afied to defpife our bills of mortality: We fat:|>ofii 
^ioi mukitttdos bofft which are not fegiflared ; it ia*wdl 
if it. amounts to zf^b or fixth part. We fuppofe idl-tkt 
lufihk are entered ; the contrary- pkinly'a{q)eart to be 

t true > 
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.\ ^c g^aer^ly find the chafteft pairs are the .moll at*^ 
; teiUive tx> their offspring, and that the pi;ofligate regard 
them very little : fo we may fuppofe the Tufcang not 
:; only breed lefs, but take lefs care of the^ chiMren^ ^ . 
We niay alfo learn fomething ufefal by.cQi9p«ring;pur 
accounts' of ]the bills of mortality^ and thofe of our neigh- 
bors the ir^;^^^* ,: 

la 1764 



I find the births' in P^is at a. me-* ) 
dium per ann. were — J 

The burials at a medium — 



From i7aS 
to 1738. 



17,8(34 



■J9439 
18,034 



fo that the French feem to gam 1149, ^^ P^^ ^^^^* ^ 
while we lolc here per cent^ at Icaft — 3^ 

In one large parifh in Paris I have the following ac- 
count, which, compared with rfie bills of mortality, is 
as follows: 



Years ot age 
iadufive. 


On a number 
of deaths in 
one pari/h in 
Paris. 


Dead 
percent, 
in Paris. 


Vn our bills 

of mortality 

in 1765. 


i>ead 

per cent. 

on our 

bills. 


I to 2 

3 to 5 

6 to ID 

II to 20 


1 391 


4^^ 1 
4 


23,230 


31 

4 


601 


501 



Whence it fhould follow, that Paris is lefs healthy than 
London iot infants i but having many more children 
born, and fent out to nurfe, gains in fubjeds. 

It is true, the climate at Paris is fofter, and there is 
no fulphur from fea-<oal, but frequently fevere weather. 
The diet of the French alfo is lighter, but they want 
milk for their children* Their houfes are high, their 

ftreetf 
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not in the thing itfelf, but in the mind, it requires more 
art to cure fiich a cfiftemper, than 'to firttf a remedy for 
a real difeafe. To draw the lin^ with (kilV, and de- 
termine the bouhdaries (>f both, and open cniir eyes to 
real danger where it ejciftj, requires that kind of (enk 
and Virtue Wbich degenerate ages feWom product. Btttis 
there not ftill fo nfdch candor arid fcnfc, fo nktkch prirafie 
virtue and public. loVe remaining amongft tis, that wt 
may hope Heaven >^ill anfwer our petitions when we pray 
with fincerity to be delivered from evil ? 

That the bncr^afe of tlie inhabitants of a country arifes 
from the cheap means of living in fuch country, the vaft 
encreafe in America abundantly proves. Our cyea are 
more open to our intereft than they have been for fome 
years paft ; and if Wt mark what pafles for ten or twenty 
years to come, fuppc^fing wc (hoiiM a£t k confifte^t part, 
we Ihall fee men grow up like cabbages in a garden ; blit 
it cannot be by rendering the glebe, or raw material, 
clear : it mud not be by raifing of rents, that whilft focne 
want bread, others may revel in a profufe expence* 

It is very obvious, that where land, to produce the (up* 
port of life, is eafily obtained, and vidous cuftoms do not 
coiinterafl: the bounties of Providence, there men wM fol-* 
low the bcheft of nature ; they will encreafe and niulti' 
ply, and replcnirti the earth. On the other hand, if land 
grows continually dearer in value 5 if in a courfe of tine 
the produce of it comes into few hands; ifinduftrj^is 
checked by the dependency of numbers,; who were ac- 
cuftomed to rent fmall farms, but are become fervants to 
rich farmers ; fo far as this is the cafe, we muft expefl 

one 
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I^UM of th^fe tw9 tl}ing^^ either a fmaller number of 
people will m?rry, or a greater nmnl?er of children will 
be thrown on the public to be fuppprted by pari{h rates, 
^nd we fhall ^ be other way grte^tly diftreffed, and our 
glory fuUi^d. 

It wilt airo IbjIioTy, that either t^efe, children will die 

for V9yLnt gf care, . or men of property muft be taxed foi: 

their Ciif^pQXty wh^.9^ .l^y j^ pool's rate or fome other 

'.w^.— Botb.theft^ey^nts will prpbabjy happen. On the 

other hai^d^ it i§ .Qijr^iRterefl: to ciiltivafe, in the Ipweft 

V mindsy arepi^n^^ |q any dependaoQ^ but on the work 

• fif their i>wfi band^. Men who are born free {jbould 

cndevior tp^refoye, their children byipduftry. 

- Norafe.pariih.ratj;$i..e&e£lual in all ca/es to the pre* 

fervation of live?. T|?e parjih officer being terrified 

•with the ^pcdxeAriCMi of an acc)itnj4ating pypence^ in- 

;ftead of eiucouragii^g. iparf iagp among the laboring part 

(of oi^r fellpw^ul^e^Sy tl^ink? it bi§ duty to o})(tru6): it : 

^nd as fprely as he i^ afrgid of th^ ch^ge, he will k^ep 

^very cbijL4 PUjt of l^in Pfir|Ch^ 9§.h^ lyould (hut l^is gate$ 

pgaiaft a fox or a road dpg,. ^d .where tjii? principle 

predominates, how can we expetSi encreafe ? 

. Haw eafy it is, evQB for a wifp. x;iation^ in ajii en* 

lightened age, tQ djegienisr^te in^o (he ^ac^arifms pf i^- 

;tieat paganifm. Tbe liberty of par^enjt^^ tg f^ppk ^belr 

' childrea, ^vailed in,jtb^ poJ.iteft ^e^ of anti^uityj bgt 

wc know tbat the ^^op^c. wl^o fi^ix^ e^pofed them, or 

w.ere Jjeft to thqjr pbpice. to ^o j^ Vf^V^ pfig^nsr Our re- 

'Itgioa iAfjpires M$,.W4ti^,U,g^r i^ntin^qt;^ : .it leaves 

"Gr^at Author of nature to difpofe of his creatures, y/ben 

'*y Y.2 a fuper- 



'[ i64 1 

t fuperJIuity of tbern iibpunds; lA the* mahhe)- ft)6!l 
agneeable to bis wifdom. But when ititti zrt tuahtedh 
qjitncy to fuffer children to peri(h, ot hot to e^cotri-age 
wedlock, is a political phrenzy. ■■'"'" 

it is not wondcrf|i1, that our improvements in iehiy 
^nd the variQ^s modies oF embellilhihg liiJ^, (hould cttate 
^ prpfufion of expence among great num1»ers of people^ 
and confequently individuals be left without an abllKy 
of contributing a reafonable quota to the fupport =6f 
their own fpccics, tiie noblcft wbrkmihilhip of the' fu- 
preme artift, and fovereign Lord of ad. But when tllify 
reflet, that without the poor they can hare no fccxititj 
for their own exillence, more than the eyes and K^itd 
can have for jhe whole body,' when binfls^aA'd kgjf-arc 
wanting, extravagancy alfo is phrenzy, ' ' 

The truth is evident, beyond* aH cbhtradiftioh, ilrtt 
when we arc prodigal !n expence ih things ''whkh 
arc merely ornamental, we become ilKberal in things 
cflcntial to the fiippoft of the cofnmirtfty. 'ThlrJfre- 
giiently happens, and niay' be'tarHeff -to a degrcti^th^ 
will not only operkte ag'ainft ^ijjfaf&z/i^', btit agiinft'AJL 
fnanity \tk\(. ' ^ » ,..,.,.... . ,j,-.,,. ^ 

This is one of the fatal effeas of luxury; in th\a erf- 
ininat fenfe of it. Bui when dur ihte^eft is nhddrftotte 
With regard to the true foufce of bpulericjj', joined tt^^fl* 
feveral views of religiion, homanity'infl*tJbli(^(r, tho'^gh^t 
cannot, in all refpeai,'*be a (bbjeS fork hatlohalliit»i, 
pvery citizen may make a law ' for ' MmfeJf, attd :tttt 
agreeable to the didates of his cyWnmiiid; He m«(y-te 

■ •'^■*- - ■ •■-:".■ L . .. yj- , .. . ., ; ...,». f - 



Hsofitenttdri£ b^is thought whimjical^ pxovid%d He b^ ra^ 
tt^nalj and purfue the good of his country, 
- -We ihould then feea conflderable encreafe of chfiT- 
tenings, and a decreafe of the number, of burials withm 
tba bills of .mprtaUty» and prevent the lofs of onie mi)!- 
4ioa- two hundred .|)]ioufand fi4)je£te9 fairly recorded to 
Ink ]oft, together lyith tbeir encreafe, upon our prefent 
plan within the biJj^ of.mortality, in one hundred and 
> fifly- jjears paft. ^ 

.: loa fertile, freCt. soul beaUhy country, notbing but'fal^ 
• policy in tbr hi^er. dafTc^s, parochial tyranny, or afi 
abanfloned courfe of life among the common peoplib^ 
t/can, iuima4^1y (pe^kjn^t prevent encreafe. But we niujfl 
.difti^gujih wb4t is o\ilx prince objeSf y whether it be the 
love of our country, pr the love of fomething at enmity 
«ivitb national tb^pinefe. B^for^ we can purfue rlgi^t 
/fioi^a&ires, .we flouft.a<3; upop right, principles, not by- 

cbunior qr accideqt.. , , 

,Tin fome pai;tf o^.Nortb Aqfieri^a,. w|iere the means..9f 
living is provided ill th^ moi]t*lili<^r^linannQr by ti^e 
.b0uStifttljjswdfo£,JJrov4dcncc,. and.,tjie people live ac- 
cording to nature ; it is faid they double their number in 
.25 years 3 aod.hpwiinanyf^ir^.wilh.uf might have4]u2(- 
^drupt^d tbeif iiuml^rs in lefa.tiipey. If we indulge the 
paffion of; aflemblifjig.v^ft jQui?okbef9 J^ )ivc ^n one fpot, 
zyi^fh^X 4imini%iJthp.ialler4 J^^d wbilft We live in 
fplendor:beyo^d.;qvl»t,oijr ,natpral^>power3 can bear, as 
jibe eyes cxipqi^ to^^ gneat light j;^QW ^^^y y^^ ^^H ^afs 
tbrpughpur m(5fw}iflr\,0wl^.fF4.d^9JijRf|^ .^Qur fertiKty of 
im\ will be the fj)ii)e, but not our liberty. We /hall 

need 
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tieed defence agtinft ovutCclycs^ or agHinft foreign rn^ 

inies. 

Every crpturj furniflies fome ^retkt chimge id- #<r 
fituarton : is it not mdft reafonable (x> beHdf«» frem the 
ajg^ ire Kve in, as to knowledge and the jmaiAt <if 
irirttfe, that the chahgti-wiil be to correft out feUies aM4 
Vfee^i x^ov^r the eAergy of govenmen^ and tl^ieftKf 
^ity of indhriduaU ? 

Though -the eyes of all tbp world are opcqn ip iIm be- 
nefits of trade, yet^ folong as we prrftrve fiich oon^ 
'HeAions with oui^ Attiericw fellow«-Aib§e£b |» 8t« for 
pMtnmttial intereft and" happiiiefs, we ihall not wa«t 
employment: en^rrea(e will fpUow, and we fliaU ibc 
many more halcyon days. But, in order l;o 'i0 tfair, 
we nmift return, -m iome meafure^, to that 'fimflicity of 
manners in which encreafe, comfort, 'netfeffiiries^- the 
fupport of the indigent, and the preferyation of then 
from all kinds of mifery, are the firft objects ; the 
vanity, parade, and ornamental trappings of iife, being 
only in the fecond rank. 

But can this be. done without fuppreffiog the arts ? 
I think it may. If men aft according to their fortuaes, 
ihcy may appear with magnificence, and yet fuffer aq 
diminution of their virtue. Our great defeS at profit 
feems to be in a fuperftuity oi fine fei^^ and a gw«t 
fcareity of common fer^e.^ A mad who has five huhdced 
pounds'a year, thinking his merit jentttlcs bim to <»ii^ 
thoiiiand pounds, mdy fpend according to his &ppdfisd 
'defcrvings 5 but if *e is mvolvcd in difficukios, he Iprifl 
be tempted to fethis -heighbor'i houfe in a blaze, railicr 

than 
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than be obftri|£3tefi|.in p«r/iiii)g %\^% chjoSt of bis piide, hiti 
^ avarice, or ambidon. Our greateft reproach iboul4.hc« 
when we Vivt hvfpnA our foituiMw j for though .we have 
bftQ comidiaieiited: b)r fooie <K:f!he greateft iem$^*j^^<3i 
other cowitricB, as a naiw of pifil^bfrsj, ytt vfe havi{ ip 
fer forgotten our&lves as tp be.rmo^ anxious about ya^ 
pdflei&ons: l^ oeafeto remembejr ^hat our t^n^^p ojfjUfe 
is fliort and precarious ; and that moderate. wealtlf^ wjtii 
great Virtue^ 4s « much better inheritaAce for our chil- 
dren, than a profufion of riches with lefs.integmy^ , 

This Would alfo teach lis, thatria the compofitioa^f ^ 
real great maPs or in jconu&on lif? of a tr-oe gf^ inind, 
iieither pride, ttor avarice,, jumt yet ambition j^pt ^ix^Qs^ 
to the fervice of mankind, have any ihare. This is ivm«w "^ 
fenfi'^ the iftrther from which we departi, the ^^^ear^ 
tre ihall approach. to our deftniSdon. . , 

I am yoi>rs, &<;. 

The mnifte efGoU emdSiVve^r^ t^.^^^ ^^^ Inadvertency cr Igno-; 
rante of I»di<viduals^ next H the 'wafie of Men* 

LET T E R XXIX. 

IT is a do&iine which we hav^ not yet learnt,. 0iat« as 
the ingenious artift, Hogarth., defcribed the analyds of 
heoHty as a crooked line, the aAa)yfis of canmwrce is, I 
•humbly coRceivc^nltimately redu^able to gold ^HfLfilyer. 
Paper is an admirable commodityi being marked. with 
certain fignets.; as a flip of filk given by a moparch 
:is an honorable, badge ; but both ms^y be truded too far, 
Alud in too great a degree. As to gold and filverj^ inilead 

of 
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of taxing of plate, which is a reafon far not keeping 
any for an cmergcricjr, there fcetos to be more policy in 
giving a trifling bouffty for ercry 5© oiuicci to iU 
who declare, every third ycar^ the quMtity they are 
poflTcflcd of, as their own property, fubje& however to* 
a fevere fine, if they make dedarjition of more thaa they 
realty have. This would retain ricbesy and alfo fwmiik' 
employment to a number of people in the workmatiihipi,. 
more than can be fuppofed under the circumftancea ef^ 
taxing utenfils. 

Bat on the other hand, and for the iamc reafon, it 
may be proper to tax all tfaofe, not being doqieftica of^ 
the royal houfliold, nor military men, who wear any 
kind of gold or filver on- their clotba, equipages, or fur* 
niture, the frames of moveable pidturea excepted. The 
efficacy of gold and filver, in the proper circulation 
of it, is of fuch confequence, and particularly in a com- 
mercial country, that a fpeedy and regular payment of. 
Hnall fams naturally operate to the great promotion of 
induftry, and we often find it flag where there is no fuch 
circulation. So long as a man baa a (liilJing in his pocket, 
* he cannot be fuppofed to be in a ftate of beggary, nor 
acquire any of the evil habits that total penury intro- 
duce. This kind of property, be it ever fo fmall, keeps 
up a certain refpe<S in the mind of the pofleflbr for him', 
felf, which prevents many private and public mifchiefs^ 
1 believe it will be found that a foldier with money in 
bis pocket will f^ht much better than he that has none. 
It feems to have been a good policy that was edabliihed 
by the famous Perfian King Nadir Sbabj that he en- 
2 ^ couragcd 



cpur^e^ hi;^ foUieffcia-fbe {ifidC;9f,jtheir4Coun try, which 
iii.a jUyci; momatfd ]^id]f^'r ^9 ttu^ hfi^was .Aue they had., 
foQietUng, tQ: fight f^;vt»efi^es pi^oMf y.iuid in c^fe of. 
skWjk p^t exigmif)^ Mf^ w%f^:.^f9 fyf^ p£ ipakiug .im}iicy. 
«f jtheifilvcr* • ..:.• ^7ii :,-.- :;/c •.:■■■ '.— x^ 

• To f dlrain;OtbRr jMfltHiVsanity gmifoUy, ii much eai^r, 
tbaffthe jpcaftical ttdu£ii<nui(o^:€mii.: y^t the laft U.ia 
oiff pi»fi«r^ the fidLiraaoidir lakfiocfio^ the feed m^y* 
pi^kajiceDta. iaU oiua ^pca|ier.iSNl^ aiid by accident h^ 
deeply impreft, and as it were harrowed o\tx. . ^ 

' ;AU things liave tlKir bounds : if this oa^ion did not onKre 
z-^fhiUhigy it mighH be > undone. by .cbe extravagancy, of 
ifkdfvidoah. It is a fidft notion, that whatever is loft cur* 
fq^hdered by. one man, i8foand:or. gained by another* 
^ When it is confidered that we owe ib much, that half 
the ibength of the public, in a djre£t view^ i^tlevoured by 
individuals, the inter«ft of k reaching to near half the 
amount of the rfeVenue^ what is to be done without 
parftmony ? yet Wefeein every day to emulate each other, 
in pomp and maghilictflce; No go$J can come of this, 
but fach as is greatly overbalanced by the evil. If we 
da not reduce ourfetves to fuch a political -ceconomy,' 
as that the poorer part of the people may be employed, 
fti; and clothed, their own and their childrens lives 
prefervied, and marriage promoted amongft them, we 
fhaH foon fink into indigence. We muft go forward 
in a right path or a wrong one : there is- no retreatinjj^ 
with fafety, no faying we wUl be juft what fancy oc 
opinion may reprefent as eligible. 

Z • We 
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of taxing of plate, which is a reaibn fir not kee^ng 
any for an cmergcricjr, there fcetos to be more policy m 
giving a trifling boufiey for ercry 59 oiuicet t» itf 
who declare, every third year^ the quMtsty they, arrf' 
poflfefled of, as their own property, fubje& however^ 
a fevere fine, if they make declaration of more thu they 
realty have. This would retain riches, and alfo fiimiik- 
employment to a number of people in the workmatiihipp. 
more than can be fiippofed under the circumftancea «£< 
taxing utenfils. . • ■ 

Bat on the other band, and for the ikmc reafon, it 
may be proper to tax all diofe, not being doi^eftica oft 
the royal houfliold, nor miliury men, w^io wear any 
kind of gold or filver on. their cloths^ equipages, or fujcr 
niture, the frames of moveable pidtures excepted. The 
efficacy of gold and filver, in the . proper circulatio^i 
of it, is of fuch confequence, and particularly in a com- 
mercial country, that a fpeedy and regular payment of 
fmall fams naturally operate to the great promotion of 
induflry, and we often find it fbg where there is no fuch 
circulation. Solong as a man haa a fliiUing in his pocket, 
^ he cannot be fuppofed to be in a ftate of beggary, nor 
acquire any of the evil habits that total penury intro- 
duce. This kind, of property, be it ever fo fmall, keeps 
up a certain refpoft in the mind of the pofleflbr for him', 
ielf, which prevents many private and public mifchiefs^ 
1 believe it will be found that a foldier with money in 
his pocket will f^ht much better than he that has none. 
It feems to have been a good policy that was eftabliihed 
by the famous Perfian King Nadir Shabj that he en- 
2 ^ couragcd 



CDuif^e^ hU fo]fUe{|K'i|a^be piride^^f.jtheir jcountry,^hich 
isr^ &iy^t tUQUUttA }ffid\f^r ^9 ^^ hj^.was .Aue they had.- 
fofOediing.rtQ: fight f^v.l>e(i4es ^HmifJif^, andin c^fe qf 
aaj!: gr^at exigeikfi]^ hf.wsft,^C^^UKe /of making money, 
•f the.filver. ■ .:.■ ,-m: j,-.^.- .;;:;: -. 
^T^fdlraincidKr JMflt9iv;antty goif^Ujr, ii much eai^.. 
than; the pra^cal rcduAionjof our^oim : y^t the laft i$ ia 
oiff pi»wer^ the fidL caa-Qidir takeaxkoliias the feed may « 
p(^haifc«rtaiaU antz -iptoifpt C^ and by accidentb^ 
deeply impreft, and as it were harrowed over. ^ . . 

. All things liave their.bounds : if this oa^ion did not owe 
zJhiUing^ it mtgbi be^ undone hyiCbe extravagancy of 
ifk^vidoaln. It is a fidf« notion, that- whatever is loft or 
fqdahdered by. one man, is fonnd.or. gained by another*. 
^ When it is confidered that ive owe fo much, that lialf 
the ftvength of the public^ in a direA view, i^ tlevoured by 
individuals, the inter«ft of it reaching to near half the 
amount of the rfeVemiej what it €6 be done without 
parfnnony \ yet wefeem every day to emulate each other- 
in pomp and maghSfieeflce; No ^W can come of this, 
but fttch as is gretttly overbalanced by^ the eviL If we 
do not reduce ourfetves to fuch a political -ceconomy,: 
as that the poorer part of the people may be employed, 
fed^ and clothed, their own and their childrens lives 
preferved, and marriage promoted amongft them, we 
fha!! foon fink into indigence. We muft go forward 
in a right path or a wrong one : there is no retreatinjj^ 
with fafety, no faying we will be juft what fancy oc 
Dpinion may reprefent as eligible. 

Z • We 
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We are the acuteft merehanU in dte world, and maa/ 
of us know the chain of things abroad, and at home. 
We fee how nmch the eyes of mankind are open to tbo 
advantages of commerce ;• 'and we compccbeod dtattbe 
more eager their defires are for gain, the left wili b^ eof 
ability to amafs wtahh : tod the tnore fucccfaAil tk«y 
are, the greater ^tll dur demands for it be^ fw ffch 
defires ufually generate wars, and war aot cmly. » 
quires raft fuppli<$^ biit it becomes the pillage. of p^MW 
and commeree. ' 

We likewife ftib the coneateiMition of our Taft traffc 
It is our mutnal intereft' tb circslate credit; but. liut 
credit is fomettmes abafed by large and extenfive bank-^ 
ruptcies, and gives us a (pedmcti, in mtmOia^ how U^ 
grand machine may be broken' dp; • 

I have often heard very acute "peliticiiiiia. ^^ 
vance the doi6hine, that gold and filver are 1)at (xvqih 
moditres, and that if we were drained of every fixfi^afse, 
it woiild t&irert like the tidvs provided our ie4«Ary 
continued, taking for , granted that the produce ie£ that 
induftry wouM ahx^ys be taken off our hands;; /.iButlb 
many accidents may interfere, whkh mfe in "the^oeuife 
of nature, as well as the return of the tide, diatii^oee 
can fay what fhall be the event 1ft 'this cafe. it<.ir cer- 
tain that a poftioH of gold and«filver is neceflaej teztbe 
amount 6t a gi^en dffciilation of credit ;' we cwmotifi^ 
It exaSIy ; but we 'kndw if paper' were not convertible 
into aiiy thfng but paper, upon every ahrm- of danger 
from ourfelves or bur enemfes, the v;^ of fucii paper 
wbuld become vexy low, and the whole 'macbiner; J>e 

fubjca 
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hhjeSt tD ruin.' Wt fee our fore^ gold, coin tranf-' 
ported nwMj hf oof^wari yomt filver alfo is gone lo 
the Eaft Indies and othor toumrifs^ being too good 
in profx>rtion t» our goU i We ve- in- want of filver- 
ittoncjj even of that kind wbicfa weighs but.iix fhilliiigs 
to the ounoey and Ifearis not otf filvex. 

In regard to our cotrtnt tmffic^ the, balance of our 
Portagd tiririe^ whioh bHug^ us gold^ is ctafiderahly 
diOaihiffied; tt^ that (^-diii' Ruffia tmde^ which carries 
out filver to pay a balance, thchigh for ufeful commo-^ 
filiith^ il tonikl^rably augmented. This is^ cotnpara- 
titbly^ a fmall ofcjeft^ compared to the fum we ar^ 
paying of feven/eightst or nine huo4r^ thoufand pounjds 
'tofof^goem abroad> for intcrtft of money. This devours 
the fruit of our induftry) p^cularly the gold and 
itiver we reticfre* It il demoAfttstble that other nations 
will take no more of our commodities than they have 
boeafion for ; and that the reft tnuft go in gold and filver. 
^Thd^ in war, we are draii^U by an enormoui payment 
«f .armies in foreigA hxifh ; in peace, by the payment 
iOf imereftof money to foreign lands alfo. Both thefe 
hatte been eonfiderably larger than they ever were before^ 
and idie.bft is an faKe&nt drain. 
-* Now, Sir^ it is matter, of grief and curic^ty to obferve 
what Wte ane mt doing towards remedying our evil 
' &tiiation in this refped, and What we erg doing to en* 
^ creafe it. : We endcvor to. confume more gold and 
. filver in the parade of lift than ever we idid before. I told 
.yoa that the Frtnah lay they have 12,000 ooaches and 
chariots in Paria^.whieb^on 480^000 inhabitants, wouM 
^;:t Z 2 be 
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huireji of Mo/tey paid to Stravgersy and the Confumfticn of Tca^ 
feme of the Caufes of the Beggary and Diftrefs of a Part of 
the People^ 

LETTER XXX. 

NE X T to the aftual exportation of our gold and 
filver, for payment of armies in time of war, 
we may reckon the payment of interest of money 
borrowed in time of war, which continues as a cancer in' 
©ur breaft in time of peace. We have been, during the 
two laft wars, fo affedled by this drain, that it was one 
good reafon for making peace^ left we ihould become 
indigent amidft our conqueft, and ruined by our viftories. 
——That a great part ef the balances of trade,, paid 
«s in. gold and filver,. flies away for payment of fuchr 
£ntereft, is as demonftrable as that no foreigner will take 
ef us any thing he doth not want, when he may com- 
mand our gold and filver, foreign coin, or bullion ; and 
wis command even our guineas. - '■-■ And it muft be 
•bvious, that as our debt to ftrangers is fo very much 
brger than it ever was before, the intercft mufi ht con<^ 
fidered as of fo much greater amount. 

The flattering expeftations of the nation at prefenty 
2re from the Eafl-Indies ; and it is moft happy to be in 
ftich: flourifhing circumftaoces : but I cannot fay that 
I an» one of thofe wba believe we (ball, fer an^ 
length) of time, be able to obtain fuflicient of -the 
jvoduce of that country, for our inveftments, merely 

from 
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from tlie commodities thefe Indians talce of qs, Tnncli 
lefs to carry on our China trade : confequently the 
advantages we inaj draw from thai quarter of the globe, 
vill not compemfate for the difadvantages we are at pre* 
ient under at home. As yet there is nothing folid hut the 
fortunes brought home by the company's fervants, and 
the intereft the company is well enabled, or is not wdi 
enabled, to pay. to the proprietors of their AocIc« Jbii. 
as moft of tjaefe auttcrs are m fojite degree problematical^ 
even to thofe w|^ arc very .^niiyecfsm^. in tbemn I caa 
only b^e that we (hall be gratified agreeably to the 
warmeft expefitatioBs. 

In the JoeaA while k i$ too ceruin, and undented, 
that there ta a gieat. 4eal of beggary amongft us; and 
whether this owy ea^tend to /pme who have been ricb^ 
or only to tik9(c who ^leyer , were rich) beggary 
iis i^eggary, and oug^ to be relieved, or its growth otr 
continuance prevented. -*— Whatever real caufes there 
mtj be (qx it, whilft it continues, no £ood fub^c^ 
caa aJKfwer living in great profufion, if at the hn^ 
idme he pretends to the virtue of a patriot, a good 
citizen, and a/riend to his couiitry and oaankind. The 
pretence is fo apparently fallacious, that tbofe who ac- 
quiefce in it, their applaufe is the applauie of inilncerity 
or foUy« 

Oa the oUier hand, I fear the fenCe of (hame is too 
fmich worn off tl«e minds of our common people, the Ia& 
of msdtfiy with the foir keeping pace with the lofs <^ 
pmftfmvy with the rich. Nothing can be more true, than 
4hat the paifioa of corppaflion, or in the more extenilve 
Cleaning of the word, bunumity not regulated with 
4 judgment. 
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Judgment, creates beggary and diftrefs, as mercf^ iil^/* 
applied, produces cruelty. Even the high taxation -of a^- 
people for their fupport, may in fome inftances defiroy.' 
their ability to pay any taxey atall. We may, as hathbeeati; 
judicioufly obfervcd by a great political writer, €Ut d¥am 
tht tree in order to come a# the fruit. Qld general S$bw€riH^K 
who finiflied his lite in the field of battle at Pragut^tono^:, 
told the PruJJian monarch, that if he did not mcaa tfl». 
keep Silejia^ he taxed the people of that country fuffi-^ . 
ciently ; but if he did mean to keep it, he taxed- them : 

Coo mUcIu 'I t i. r 

This honeft opinion was not well received|. tior catD'l^ 
anfwer for the propriety of it* But we fee it verified- in-^ 
every part of life, that temporary expedienta oftsn Mag . 
on durable calamities. In the inftance of rdieviog.' 
common beggars ; if in thefe cities vre (cXtGt only tini> ■ 
very old and the very young, {a) and tbofe whoarereiilljr' 
maimed, and give them full liberty to raife contributions 
for their own fupport, the more they fucceed the 
greater their numbers will be. Rather than failp tb^.: 
will turn impoftors -, and this kind .of traffic wi}l eftabUfli 
its fiavifh empire in the heart of an induftrious nation».ib: 
that one part of the people will pull- down, whilft the. 
others are building-up. .♦ • v>.; 

That penury grows out of opulency is beyond ^^U^' 

pute ; and amidft the various changes aad chancesibf a 

military and commercial people, of a genius 'reniarkaUy> 

active, various kinds of diftrefles will arife, unknown to' 

thofe 

(a) I make an exception to chimney-fweepei^ boyt, as the manf^ 
ner in which they are treated, it one 9f the cruelties of this counts/^ 
aad ought not to be permitted. 
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thofe natfon^v ^^ ^1^ there: arey who walk dire^y xa 
the paths of natujre, and never think of invoking pro* : 
vidence for a fupport^ but as they ufe the means which 
the goodnefs of providence hath put into their bands* 

'The-eftabiifliment of poors laws with us are evident 
tokens of the policy as well as humanity of the nation : 
fo is the povver hxlged vajufiim^ and parifh officers, for 
affiftance to itinerant perfons ; fo that from the nature, 
of our laws and difpofitiony one would think there need 
be no vs^aboiids : And if thefe laws were executed with, 
an equal regard tojuftice, humanity, and policy, therv 
would be but few. But the firft contrivers of them ieem 
to have been defedive with regard to the coerfive part, 
and die punifliment of the offender, who is to relieve, as. 
v^l as him who is to be relieved. Thus a reviiion of. 
fuch laws feems to be neceflary, were it only to redify 
the peculiar evils which often accompany the execution. 
of them. ' ' 

Here I conceive the firft ftep to be taken, is to call the. 
parochial officer to fevere account, whofe poor ever 
appear without a mark of diftin<9:ion in fome part of 
their drefs that is vifible ; and fuch poor to be puni(hed 
if they are found begging ; and he whofe office it is to. 
apprehend and punifh, to be himiiBlf puniflied if he 
negle&s his duty. 

This would be eafy where.the lord of the lands, on 
which thetrefpafs is committed, enq>Iays himfelf in. the 
fuperintendance of fuch affiiirs^ and part of hi$ fortune in 
celief of the indigent ; otherwife the fource being ftopt 
or corrupted, thp flre^m can never flvw pure, 

Aa ' Nor 
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Nor indeedl is there yet a provifion made for fome 
clafles of mifcry, as in cafes of no parochial fettlements ; 
nor is there froper provifion where the fcttlcment is rery 
diftant. If the officer doth not examine, where or how 
work may be procured, as I have already bad occsfton 
to mention in many cafes, to tell a man to work, is (btf 
fame as to tell him to be rich, and to have no oiecafien 
for labor. 

But dropping this confideration, nothing can be more 
evident than the adventitious mifery we bring on oui^ 
fclvcs by the force of example. If the happinc(s of 
every nation muft depend on fts coftoms -and nnannets, 
as well as its laws, I appeal to the common fenfe of 
mankind, whether any cuftom can be more admirably 
contrived to introduce both private and national beggaryv 
than the carrying out fubftantial wealth to the remote^ 
parts of ^Jta^ to bring home a beverage for the ufe of 
the lowed part of the people, and than raife above half 
a million, or a twentieth of the amount of the revenue, 
which is to fupport a great nation, for a liberty to 
fuch people to confume their time, and a large pb)^ 
tion of the produce of their labor, which is rendiered io 
much the lefs, by the debility which this very beverage 
creates. Yet by a kind of fatality it is become neceA 
fary, as a temporary expedient, to indulge, rather tfaaii 
-difcountenance this cuftom. 

It is fometimes difficult to determine what particular 
caufe operates ftrongcft in the decline of nations. But 
if we may judge from the nature of /^^, and the univeN 
fality of the fafhion, the expence it creates to the poor, 

and 
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4U2d the contraband trade it occaiions, it will in the iifiie 
provp extremely burtful to this nation. 

. It i» alfo an ambling, co^dei^tjiun how men are en- 
£:^ved by foolifli cuifi^ins : an^.bow in .this, mrthern s^^ 
POale yre» who have b many potations bqrond whatChiaa 
am boaft of^ are become Aicb, devotees to tea. We 
l)avic abuAdance q( milk; beer of numy kii^ds; wioe 
which we import from countries in £urope» near at 
luad ; infufiona of mac^y falutary and welUtafted herbi ; 
preparations of barley and oats ; and abov^ all» in moil 
places, exceeding ^W watir^ This cnftom feems to have 
been firft artfully introduced, as a. very dear and rare 
things and under a ftrange deception : the Cbinefe have 
only water to drink^ and that fo bad that the infufion 
of thefe fbrub-leaves was neceflary to corre<Si: the wa-* 
ler. They hardly ufe aoy but hiibea^ efteeming green 
yptf unwholefome« . W^ tal^^ the cuftom frp^n them, 
n^t wanting |t as. they do, and uilng. the kind which 
they teje& ; and^ accordingly wp find it very pernicious 
to yaft. numbers of people. When it is genuine, jt 
hurts many» when adulterated pr dyed, has been found 
poifooout* 

The common people in China dri^ this infufion milk- 
warm, we take it hot: theydrinif wtjif it, by which 
means the tojie of the ftomach is oftentimes extremely 
injured. The young and old, the healthy and infirm, 
the fuperlatively rich, dpwn to vagabonds and beggars, 
drink this enchiMiting beverage, when they are thirfty, 
and when they are not thirfty. It is the very fooli&nefs 
of folly* Many kinds of tea are cprrodvei and being 

A a 2 made 
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iitade ftrong, is alfo an emetic, arid'as fach oftett takoi, 
' as well as the infufion of camofnile §6Wers. Vl^here 
''bitters are recommended, tea is often hurtfiiA, wMieas 

• the virtues of out camomile flowers itre potent. Tlic 
infufion of thefe flowers being made weak» and draiilc 

• fhilk-wtinri, in a fm^ll quantity, is ofiten recotnmeiilied 
- * in an admirable beverage fbr a weak habk of the bowidt. 

Happy were it, if many thoufands of the more delidMB 

■' part of both fexes, as well as thofe whofis eonftftudoas 

are (battered b]r' time and intemperance, could rto^^ 

• their wits enough to attend to their own feelingV*^ 
■ follow the di^tes of their own common fcn&;',wai 
' felf-prefervation would then teach them to diUsdtkfuA 

a fervility to cuflom^ or fuch obedience to appetite^ .whnt 
nature has fo ilttic (bare. » • * « 

What a deplorable fituation is that poor creatnif lia, 

• who having but ihf^e-penci ox z groat a day* confudiA a 
quarter parr, or more, of her incomein the rnfufion flf a 
dfUg, which from the badrufi of its tiniy ot thitdifMm 
ofher*U3y^ is but a remove from poifon. B&t if it oftljf 
fetves to create an appetite, whilft it xiiflipates the liieans 
of gratifying her hunger, what ihall we fay of the mad- 

• neft of the cuftom ^ If fix millions' of pounds voight 
are confumed, dedudHng children under (even years<dJ, 
it is above a pound each for a year, <and at 7 s;- cfarge 
on a medium is above 2 millions, •n6ar4/tfr cenUox^im 
expence. * ^ . . . . • — o^^ • 

The ordinary charge of tea*drinking among the hMllpeft 

part of the people is i^ penny a timie. Confideiingvithc 

Jutlthv/ cpnfumei and alfo the buUer^ which frc^iijbntly 

?ttcfld^ 
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,{f»ttcnfe^r'ihi« cnt^taicuneat, tkinaft multiply; Wiil^s*' 
>*}9ti<^'impover4ft. -rM^rn^ vrfia-arq; crying out ,ag^^ft 
^cwb«a|: at 6 or ys^^a bui)i0l, lyilUgive. iq> a.poimd.^ 
-»j4read, - rather x\^^n,z./qwTt,i^i qf ^|t oui;^ce.^f tea, or ^^- 

b^iufha ar!5 ib Uifa?^ated a!?,tp,4ri?^}c,4 pvice aday,, it(^ill 
amouut to near a{. peiv?c;> .whi(;)i,4$.,]nore Jtl^., A. good 
e>4inqcr p)Fop9rlyr<:oQj^e4 .will .fwao«mt. to. ,0«e jenny 
.^nperd^y amQimtSi^per amn. to , ..-^ «^. i L ^9^-jd, 
i^almoft.a quarter part of the computation of 6 .. x^ ^4.' 
Wncalculatied as neceflary to fupport a life, Yetitisamaz- 
bring how the pe<^le ar^ tea-bitten, and bec<>me ^ tena« 
^ ck>us of drinking this infuAoij^ as ^ mad dog to avoid 
-^' chinking at all, ' 

The injury is further augmentejj ; the lois of time In 
^>sfippiogit, is alfo an evil of the firft magnitude, fo is the 
r^ idebility it generally creates*^ If pj^oviflpns continue 
c.'^arce, is it pofilUe for the common people to £e^ :on 
^n %ridk this ftranige abfurd CMftom ?^ Are thefe poor^{)«6Qpl& 
\ ( ;to go ndkii for. the.fake. of this, unnatural pajfion I- - 
: fit.: Very little can be faid for it, in any view, withre- 

hgard to the rich^ and nothing in refpe^l to the poor^ If 
jriin any 0»tf cafeit is of real fervice' to health, it injui«s in 
, t./r^f^^pecially^ the dyed, mixed,, corrupted ftufF^ often 

.".U&d by the lower fort of people. ..This article of es^* 

: it pence furdy militates againft our fiatipnal welfare, .and 

government is fet againft itfelf. The revenue it xpro- 

srduce$ is large; but fo it might be for a little while on 

i-.orfinkfi£tht paffion was for the people tp polfon them* 

y(dy^ dircdly. Bat if this i«v««wi^ WJ^i^hf^^bed^vW^ 
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UiriMg part of mankind arc not fupplied with it sdt hL 
or 8d. a poahd, they think the iiffus are very hard* 

Two-pence or thrce-pencc a day fupports many lifts 
in all counties^ but if confumed in butter, tea, and 
fiigar^ it will fumifli but a flender diet, and ihey may 
well complain of being in a Jlarvmi condition. Thofii 
who lay out their money in this foolifh manner, muft . 
Aank themfelvea if they JbrnU be ftarved in good-. 
carneft. 

There is another article of /lonrry, I mean crimioali 
cxcefs, as it exceeds our ability to purchafe the thing; 
we confume. This hydra tea^ might be fubdued with 
lefs difficulty, if it did not confume fo much yS({«r of 
oiir own growth. But will any one fay we were not 
in happier circumftances, with refpe£l to this article, 
during the war, when we commanded other markets by ; 
the fuperabundance we had of this commodity beyond 
our own expencc? And would not jfi^gar be much. 
cheaper with us if we confumed left of it|^ and had 
wherewithal to fupply foreign markets? France \^ 
the advantage of us in felling the greateft part of her^ 
fugars to ftrangers ; (he enriches herfelf, and will im- 
poveriih us by the expence of our wars* And what in 
the ifTue will fignify all our induftry and ikill, and vail 
poflcflions, if we expend as faft as we grow, and fome* 
times fader. It is only by faving for faU that we can, 
as a community, be enriched. And if we are not en* 
abled by the arts of peace, and the favings made to an« 
fwer the demands of war, confidering the vaft addidonat 
confumptions war creates, and the many thoufands it 

taicea 
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takei tfff tl^ir bbor^ we muft fufier mifcrably in the 
iffuc. 

Thatfiigar, to thofe who can afford it, tempers the 
cnriities of frtlits, ^nd "gives a reliih to many a whole- 
f<9kiie mefs, whether of peeled barl^, oatmeal, grot% 
fke, or milk, is without doubt. It is rather inflamma-* 
tory^to young perfons, but where it agrees, it gives a 
JHnmkt to Aofe who are further advanced in years. It 
is one of the choiceft and mod; delicious produ<^ions of 
nature, and a great pity it ibould be proftituted to fo 
ifgaxAAt a mixture* If we are refolved to confume it in 
fuch vaft quantities, the next leflTer* evil is, to ufe it in 
fiibftandal food, not devote it fo much to Ua. And it 
feems probable that if tea were out of faihion, the price 
of butter and fugar^ouM be much lowered $ and we as 
well as the French (hbuld be qualified to export fugar to 
odier nations, which it moff evidently the means of 
aequiring rich^. No merchant can confider fuch an 
export but as a moft deferable diing ; even if he is d^ planter 
he would'wifh it ; for if we expend all our fugar ourfelves, 
wr cannot be enriched by it, if we fhouM continue able to 

be tiie fole purchafers. ' 

. • . i< , I am yours, &c, 

The.Abu/e of Mah Liqu§r4y W^f^f and/pirifuous Liquors^ extremely . 
in^urioMSf and produ£ii*ve of Penury among the common People* 

LETTER XXXI. 

YQU have feen my thoughts on /^tf. They havq 
been for a long time conftantly and uniformly the 
fsua^ particularly in regard to the common people; 

B b and 
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and as it is a great article of our comtnerce, it is re** 
markable that no one fets down foberly to defend it) 
except in the habit or evil prafticc of drinking it. 

But there is another fpecies of drinking^ honeft^ 
ufeful, and beneficial in itfelf, and which might be 
rendered produdive of m\xc\i good^ and no evil', but by 
the excefs, I fear it occafions great penury. ■ 

It hath been obferved, that when the French begin a 
fcttlement, their firft objeft is a fortification : but 
Englifhmen provide a houfe where they may fortify them- 
felves with liquor, and defy all the power on earth to 

hurt them. Some foreigners remark that Enghmi 

appears to them as a country where half the people are 
employed to fupply the other half with liquor. 

If nothing was drank but malt liquor^ made good of 
its kind, and not taken in excefs, it is a promoter of 
induflry, gives energy to growth, and prefenres our 
breed ; and it furnifhes power as well a$ inclination to 
perform the laborious ofHces of life with alacrity and 
comfort. Nor is it to be expe&ed the laboring part 
of mankind fhould monopolize the virtue of a nation. 
They have their foibles as well as the greats and fome- 
times prove the honefler of the two : but they will 
gratify their foibles. 

The great objeft of the ftatefman, when an excefs in 
any thing preponderates on the hurtful fide, is- to 
check it ; and to guard the people againfl the temptation, 
by throwing it as little as poflible in their way. But it 
is very evident, a nation may be fo entangled, as hardly 
to know how to remedy one evil without iatroducing 

another 



i 1^7 ] 

Mnather and a greatert This £tuation is defcribed in 
emphatical terms, by a late ingenious writer, in a 
pamphlet, entitled, An enquiry into the mana^eriient of the 
foor. He fays, 

*^ Another ftiarc and temptation to idlenefs, expence, 
•and vice, laid for the common people, is the great and 
ufelefs number of public houfes, which we almod every 
where meet with 5 mofl of which, not being wanted for 
real convenience and accommodation^, are perverted to 
the worft and moft dangerous abufes ^ are often made 
the receptacles of proftitutes, pilferers and thieves, and 
all other tranfgreiTors of the laws ; or at lead the feducers 
of the though tlefs people into idlenefs, gaming, tip* 
pling ; fquandering away the fmall earnings, which, are 
wanted at home for the fuppoHrt of their ftarving fami- 
lies, and too often mortgaging their future labor 
to gratify the prefent humor of riot and excefs ; nor is 
there in the long catalogue of errors in the laws and 
polity of this kingdom, fo fruitful a fource of evil, nor 
which calls more loudly upon all thpfe who have it in 
their power to put a flop to fo univerfal and dangerous a 
contagion. The conGderation of the revenue will never, 
furely, be urged as a motive for ^ominuing fo deftruftive 
an abufe, even fuppofmg; any perfons could form fo 
^rong and partial a judgment of things, as to imagine 
the revenue can ever fuffer, upon the whole, by changing 
the intemperance, extravagance, and idlenefs of the 
common people, into fobriety, frugality, and induftry ; 
upon which alone all the riches and ftrength of the 
nation depend. Nor can there, indeed,. be adopted, by 
B b 2 ftatefmen. 
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ftatcfmcn, a more weak and dangerous error, than to 
fuppofe, that doing right, can ever poflibly be attended 
with bad confequences. If truth and right are not 
thofe infallible guides which we may always fafely fol- 
low, both in fpeculation and praftice, to what muft we 
have recourfe ? And contrary to this plain and unerring 
rule, if the licencing fuch ufelefs numbers of houfes by 
public authority, as can have no poffible means of fup- 
port, but by corrupting the morals of the common 
people, and introducing every kind of vice and diforder, 
is not eftablifhing iniquity by law, I am at a lofs to 
know what can be called fo.** 

However^uft thefe fentimcnts are as to the temptation 
to intemperance, it is much eafier to find out the dif- 
eafe than to prefcribe a remedy. The ctire can only be 
accomplifhed by degrees, and never can be totally 
eradicated. 

This author goes on to recommend the reftrainingthe 
giving licences to public houfes under certain circumftance) 
only. He is fo far in the right, that in the neighborhood of 
cottagers, who have profpered long by their honeft labor, 
and by purchafing with the produce of it, neceflaries for 
the fupport of their lives ; let an ale-houfe be once 
eftablifhed among them, and it is five to one if the 
people are not rendered much poorer, more vicious, and 
lefs happy than they were before. This is verified in all 
inftance a few miles from Newbury^ where certain vil- 
lagers went on extremely well whilfl there was no 
temptation to tippling at a lefs diflance than two mikf ; 
they were then all fober people s but the mtrodudion 

of 
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' f)f ptiUie heufis^ has operated againft feats of indu/hy^ at 
the cuftoms of the Perftansy among the hardy militaiy 
natiofis of antient times, againft feats of arms. 

Our common people aro as much difiinguifhed for 
their parts in the tragic c$nudj^ of life, which they repre^ 
fent, as any caa be among the higher clafies. 

I remeniber a gardener where I lived, who earned 
nine (hillings a week ; he could^ and fometimes he would 
drink out 7 s. on a Saturday, ^md leave his wife and 
children to provide for themfelves si Sunday*s dinner wldi 
the remaining ft&v, when he thought fit to relieve thdr 
wants fo far ; yet he palled with impunity, which is one 
of the circumftances which this author thinks ought not 
to be. We have laws againft fuch offenders, but the 
rigid execution of diem is apt to create alarms about 
liiiriyj and if men will drown or hang them£elves, of 
what avail can laws be ? 

We are told of inftances of one man's earning 20 s« or 
more money, in one long fummer's day, by unloading 
coals from a lighter, and of his drinking out 15 or 
168. in beer. Thefe adventures do not happen 
every -day. Our ftage coachmen are perpetually drink- 
ing i they no fooner defcry a ^gn, but they find them- 
felves thir&y. 

In the mean while it muft be confefled, that beer is a 
iravi beverage to diofe who fight well, or thofe who 
work hard. When taken in moderation, it is the Tup- 
port and comfort of life ; but people who fip tea wan- 
tonly, or tipple ale wantonly, and thus wantonly con- 
fume what fhould be fpent in providing the necejfaries of 
4 lifc-^ 
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life, can with no propriety complain of the de^nefe of 

A halfpenny extraordinary in houfhold breads is a 
confiderable article, when extended to every perfon in 
the families of the laboring part of mankind ; but a 
halfpenny will go but a little way in buttery tea^ fugm^ 
ev alt. — The beft things are generally fubj^eA to die 
greateft abufe. 

Such leflbns as thefe ihould be made known and 
offered, with great attention, to the laboring part of 
this nation ; and they (hould be alfo taught that 
•extravagancy will a$ certainly undo them^ with regard to 
iibertyy as it will people of property, cfpecially if the 
wants of either render them turbulent. Such admoni- 
tioiis will not fill a hungry belly, but they will provide 
againft the caufes of hunger 2iSxA Jfavery alfo. 

If fuch leflbns are inculcated with the zeal of the 
divine^ the good policy of the jujiice of the peace, and 
the humanity and influence oi gentlemen of landed pftatgi, 
and not intruded as a command^ this clafs of mankind 
will be found more corrigible than thofe whofe educa- 
catiQn, fortune, and independency, are fo highly fuperior; 
and if properly applied to in due time and feafon, they 
can hardly fail of the fuccefs deflred. Let.it be a man's 
greateft honor to cherilh his wife and children, and let 
him be encouraged as a good hufl)and and a. father, and 
the bufmefs is half done. 

I am yours> &c 



The 
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Vie *aafl Cott/umpttott rf Meat^ independent of Seafim tfr Warp 
ont great Caufe of the Deame/s rf it. 

LETTER XXXIL 

IN confideringourfitdlitioni it appears in the ftrongcft 
. point of view, that as the rich have encreafed in 
their confumptions and manner of living, fo has the la- 
borFng part of the nation ; and that notwithftanding the 
unklndnefs of feafohs, we have gone on the fame 
pace, but at length the ftorm overtakes us. If our con- 
fumptibn is beyond whit the earth produces, a fcarcity 
"and dearnefs \n price muft cnfue. . We have no idea 
what plenty means. Some of our dortieftics eat meat 
thrice in a day ; no wonder if fome of the poor cannot 
get at 3 or 4 ounces once in 24 hours. 

What think you of 1406 oxen, rendering each 64. C 
xJi the eatable part; 13,000 flieep, of 841b. each, the 
(eatable part ; with a quantity at leaft equal to the mtit^ 
ton, in pork, veal, lamb, poultry, and pigs, fold week- 
ly at Smithfield and the (hops, for the ufe of tbefe cities ? 
Suppofing 700,000 inhabitants, men, women, and chil- 
dren, old and young, fickly and healthy, it comes to 
a frafiion above feven ounces each per diem. 

This is a quantity brought to one place, which one 
would imagine enough to impoverifh the richeft country 
upon earth j and is, I fuppofe, more than thrice as much 
as is confumcfd by the fame number of people on any fpot 
on this globe : and it would not be credible, if it was 

not 
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not well known that the computation in a private &• 
inily in affluence it i^ lb. or 20 oz. each, and thjAt S 
the people covet tQ eat meat. 

This amounts yearly to oxen — — -— 72,800 
Thirty years ago they made it — — — 98,244 
I prefume this included the rich villages round 

tbeie cities. 
The i3,ooofhccp above,, amount yearly to — 6769O00 
Whereas the former accounts make it — — 711,123 
The Uft includes Iambs, fo that the <:orrefpandence 
of the number, which I obtained from the moft expe* ; 
xienced and intelligent perfons^ s^gree upon the compa- ' 
rifbn with thofe on recorjy and may be fuppofec) to fap« 
port each other; and that we have gone on for 30 
years the fame pace ; and if we go on ftill without «dr 
ventitious refources, meat will be ftill dearer. 

In regard to the means of promoting the growth of 
cattle, we feem to rely on Providence, or rather notiQ 
think at all of the order of Providence^ in te{pe£t to the 
ufual events of human a&ions. In sdl countries where ' 
animal food is fcarce, they are contented to confume but 
little, and have laws againft killing of calves, . lambs or 
pigs : and though the feed of thefe may not be conver « 
nient to the individual in all o^es with us, yet upon the 
whole, I fuppofe it would be -better for us,. as a commu- 
nity, not to «at veaij lamb or pig^ for a certain time. 
The number of thefe, in conjun£Hon with the poultry^ 
Is faid to equal the mutton we confume, and I apprehend ' 
the difference is not very greats 

Thirty 
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Thirty ytars fince, tke quantity is recorded ta haVe 
btcn ^ follows : . 

Calves, per annum — **• ^9h?^^l 
Pig» — . iC/^tf ^ ^ *w 51,000 V 433,692 
Hogs — *tt5 ——•,-» 186,932} 
which with the p&ukry may go stear in weight 
to the {beep already mentioned, vis. --^ •— ^ 676>0C0 

In the mean while we do not thiivk of preferving ev«n » 
the fimaks tftb(f§fpidn ; and our common people ^r)& tte 
moft sgnonifif, or the moft prejodicod tbit <^i»n be ima- 
gined, as to tiM art of cooking animal food, to make the 
moft of it. Yet it is wA\ kft^Wjri that fome of them, in 
times paft, have had but a very flendcr allowance^ andf 
bare but * (lender one to this day, of fuch food. With 
the addition of legumens, roots, and vegetables, five 
pounds weight of meat will go as far as Wfe generally 
make im or fiftMtj and the oonfumef will be more free 
of the fcurvy, a^d not Itfs fit fo# the laborious offices of 
life. I know of one' cafe, in which ^^ marines are fed, 
exclufiiw of bread) witib a moil excellent dinner, which 
does not coft above 3s. 6d. incluiiv^ of the ^m^ which 
is provided ;, they fuppoFt thU cook by her profits, and 
pay one hatf-penny for a full pint of Vtty good btoth, of 
which I'batc^ eaten. It is made of an ox's head and 
leeks» with fome oatmeal occafionally^^ and they have 
3 ounces of the meat for i& half-penny more. If they 
can purckafc a pound of g99d haajhld bread for a penny, 
they have a pUntiful m«al for Hv-pena \ and they pay as 
much as might furnifli the fuel alfo. 

CJ d Upon 
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Upon enquiry how they liked the houflM bread, whick 
they ufually bought, they complained that it was not 
made as the King's petty- warrant bread, furnifhed hi$ 
Majefty's {hips in ordinary s and no wonder, for fucb 
is not made by any bakers, being of the pure meal, only 
the broad and (hort bran taken out. The men obferved, 
that fuch bread is to them as fo much cake^ and came too 
dear, for they were tempted to eat too much of it. This 
feemed to be a ftrong natural argument in favor of 
genuine bread \ and a very good defence of the poor who 
have refufed to eat adulterated brown bread. They find 
the white bread is clammy and doughy, and when ftale, 
bulky, vand inutricious ; yet as their betters eat it, diey 
do, and this conftitutes the moft confiderable part of their 
diet. 

A friend of mine gave me the other day a recipe^ by 
which food may be prepared for five ftout men, or ten 
common perfons, including women and children, viz. 

9 Pints of water. 

I Pound of beef, lean, and cut into thin piecet. 

1 Pint of fplit peafe. 

12 Ounces of mealy potatoes. 
3 Ounces of ground rice. 

After thefe have boiled gently two hours, add 
3 Large leeks. 

2 Heads of falary — and fait. 

In want of potatoes^ or rice^ ox falary^ I (hould thint 
bifcuit or breads with pepper or onim$y might anfwer the 
purpofe. 

Thcfc reduced to 7 pints, is in value about twehe^pence. 

Such 
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Such mefles are fit for 4>rinces, efpecially thofe who 
feek for pleafure and for health under the canopy of the 
heavens. And why they are not in more general ufe, 
I know not, except from the ignorance and prejudice I 
have juft mentioned, — If any thing further occurs on 
this fubje£l, . you iliall hear from me. 

I am yours, &c. 

Dearnefs of Frovi/tons partly created by additional "Numbers of 
Hor/es kept for Pleafure, 

LETTER XXXIII. 

WE muft not arraign the laboring part of our fcl- 
low-fubjeds for their foibles and vices, with- 
out reminding the rich^ in what inftances they trapf- 
grefs. The field is too large to be fully explored. I 
mean only to itiention a few particulars wherein we 
might eafily relieve our fellow-chriflians, and fellow^ 
fubjedls, by retrenching our unnecejfary expences on beajis* 

I remember when I was in Saxony, the late King of 
Poland had entertained a pajfton for deer^ and made it 
death for any man to kill one in the eledlorate, the' 
it fliould have made a trefpafs on his own grounds. The 
confequence of this was, the country was over-run, fo 
that the people, diftrefled as they were, offered to main- 
tain a confiderable body of additional troops, if his Ma- 
jefty would be gracioufly pleafed to reduce his heads of 
deer to a certain number. 

If the matter were rightly underftood, I fear this 
w^uld appear to be nearly our cafe. We not only make 
horfes excefiive dear, but we breed many where we 

C c 2 fhould 
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fhould feed cattle for provifions, hides, and tallow. 
We have no body to complain of but ourfelves ; yet 
our extravagancy In this number exceeds all credibi- 
lity. We firft draw off many of thcfe ufeful animak 
from the culture of the earth, by which they might 
obtain food for man and beaft, and then di(coTer wedo 
not grow a fufilcient quantity of oats to maintain thm 
only. 

In 1722 it was reckoned we had 17,000 horfes in 
thefe cities, I fuppofe for ufe and pleafure : I fear wc 
have thrice the number at this time. How many now 
keep an equipage with two horfes to draw them, and 
two men to attend them, whofe incomes are not above 

4 or 500 1. per ann. confequently they confume a third 
of their revenue in this fuperfluous parade, oftentimes 
circumfcribing their munificence and their liberty, and 
bringing on bodily decay for want of exercife, before the 
time appointed by nature. 

We were not long fmce contented with a Jiage toach 
with four horfes, to go 50 miles a day ; now we drive 
Jix^ and go 70 or 80 miles jf or change them, and employ 
three times the number — for the wanton indulgencQ 
of going with fpeed, when we are in no hafte I 

We ufed to travel in a poft chaife with two horfes, 

5 or 6 miles in an hour, wc now ufe four, and drive 
them 9 or 10 miles in the fame time. 

Formerly we journeyed becaufe we had fome ufeful ob- 
je£l in view, or for health, or to change the fcene occafim^ 
ally ; now we fpend vaft fums, feemingly with no end at 
all but to fquander wealth and diffipate time, and keep our 

borfcs 
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horfes on as high feeding as ourfelves, as if there could 
not be an end of the produce of this fertile land. 

And fince our objeft is the duties of mercy, civiliza- 
tion, and national policy, I cannot avoid taking notice 
of the barbarity of driving hmfes fo much beyond 'their 
natural ftrength \ and the impolicy of wearing them down 
by an excefs of labor. <* A merciful man is merciful to 
his beaft." Are thofe who dri^e horfes fo furioufly, de- 
void of all fentiment of mercy ? If, as the poet hath 
beautiful obfcrved, you kill the lamb^ 

'' JVI)o licks your hand^ when rais^ d to Jhed his bloody^ 
you wouM not drive him round the field, with whip 
and fcourge, and murder him by a violent palpita- 
tion of his heart. Why then fhould any one prefume 
to whip and fcourge the generous horfe, at the very 
moment that he depends on his ftrength for his profit, or 
pleafure. We kill the lamb, for food ; we keep the 
horfe alive for numerous fervices : if we meant to kill 
him, we ftiould do it properly. But what think you of 
one inn*keeper in Huntingdon/hire^ who has had twenty^ 
two horfes driven to death in one year. If he who has 
jocJol. a year, would travel ten times as faft as him 
who hath but 300 1. yet he can give no additional powers 
to a horfe, more than he can to himfelf, in the gratifi- 
#ation of his appetites.. If he kills a horfe, he may be 
better able to buy another, but he is not the lefs cruel, 
nor the lefs mifchievous to his country, by wafting its 
ftrength in the dcftrudiion of this ufeful animal. We 
are fuppofed to delight in travelling, yet we aft as if it 
were fo much time cut off our exiftence, at the very 

moment 
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moment that it creates fo much a heavier expence. Thus 
we fecm to fruftrate our own gratifications, and verify what 
has been judicioufly remarked by foreigners, that we are 
perpetually A««//;i^ zftcr pleafun, but never find it. 

It is by the balance of our trade that we have been 
enriched, now we are paying ihem away to pleafe our 
fancies in rambling about, to fych a degree^ that in 
about two years, if my information is true, we have 
imported above 180,000 quarters of oats, value at leaft 
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. .Will not 
this fum be a balance fo much againft us ? 

Obliged to fend our gold and filver abroad to pur- 
chafe food for our horfes f What would our fathers fay, 
were they to rife from their graves ! Yet we owe a 
confiderable part of our greatnefs to their management. 
Will not fuch examples, and fuch expences, fbake the 
foundations of the moft ample fortunes, not to pofterity: 
only, but during the lives of the prefent poffeflbrs ? ) 

Abftrafted from any temporary exigency, for which 
it is to be prefumed the wifdom of the legiflature will 
make the beft provifion which the nature of the cafe will 
admit of, it is apparent that our/r/? obje<Jl is to change 
our cujloms and manners. It is impofEble to conilder the 
rich or the poor, of Tifree country^ but as they prote^a 
and defend each other in their refpeilive ftations of life. 
Let us revert to the maxims by which individuals have. 
been enriched : this will be the furefl: way of l^eeping our 
riches. 

To this end we fliould teach our children from wha.t 

iources riches flow ; that all things have their bounds j 

4 that 
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that in general neither our ruhesj nor what is a diftin<3: 
article, our property, are adequate to the expenfive man- 
ner of living now in vogue. And laftly, that unlefs wc 
teach ourfelves^ our enemies will teach us : unlefs we 
obey the dilates of Reafon, we muft wait the ifliie, 
and fubmit to Necejftty. Heaven grant, in any cafe, it 
may not be a cruel neceffity, though we fhpuld de- 
ferve it ! 

I am yours, &c, , 

A candid and judicious Rtprejentcuim made to the Repre/entati'oes 
of the CoutUyvf GUucefteri in Relation to the Dearne/s of Pro" 
vifotts ', ivithfome RemarAs, 

L E T T E R XXXIV. 

YO U have lately feen a variety of repreftn tat ions 
in relation to the prefent ftate of this nation, fomc 
of which are candid and judicious ; but it is not eafy to 
find candor, judgment and knowledge of fa£ls, meeting 
in one and the fame. For my own part, I have not feen 
any one more expreflive of the wants of the lower claffes 
of the people, nor where remedies, in fome injlances^ are 
more judicioufly pointed out, than in the following re- 
prefentation which I fend you. It comes from gentlemen 
who were on the fpot, who faw and felt, and paid towards 
the relief of the calamities they complain of 5 confe- 
quently it derives the greater weight and ftrongerfanftion. 
. I fend it to you entire as I find it, and you will judge of 

the merit. 

A Copy 
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A Copy of the Rcprefcntation tranfmitted to the Mcnj-. 
bers of the County of Gloucefter, apd fubfcribed bj. 
the Contributors to the Charity fet on foot at Strou4. 
for the Relief of the Manufafturers. 

Ta Tho. Tracey and Edw. Southwell, Effm 
Reprefeniatives in Parliament for the Cnaatf of GltyacdbBt;- 

Gentlemen, 

* TO the countenance you have been pleafed to flievr, 
to the plan fet on foot in this neighbourhood, for the 
relief of our poor manufadiurers in their prefent diftrcfs,' 
and from the compaffionate fenfc you have of their 
mlferies, wc are induced to lay before you odr fcnti- 
ments, as to the moft probable meafures for warding off* 
the like evils for the time to come, and to remove the 
very pretences for thofe tumults and infurre£lions^ in 
which too many of our people inconCderately engag- 
ed, to the great increafe of ^// their calamities, infiead 
of remedying any Gnc of them \ and for reftoring plenty, 
and preventing either a real or artificial fcarcity for the 
future : and we more pafticularlji addrefs ourfelves to 
you at this time, as thefe confiderations are the prefent, 
objedls of the legiflative body. 

In former times, though corn has been at certain, 
periods as dear as at prefent, and even much dearer^ yet 
other provifxons being reafonably cheap, the affliction, 
was not fo grievous \ whereas it is our peculiar infelic;ity 
to be charged at prefent with a moft exorbitant price 
for every other article of food, as well as for bread. 

Therefore 
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Theiref<»e ^€ humf>ljr fubmit it to yoiit rhzititt )u6g^ 

tatttty whether your pfarliamencary attention ihotild ber 

1»hal)y donfined to tr^ad alone, or whether It Ibould no/t 

extender the confideratton of the price of other articles of 

BeceflTary food^ declarifrg it, at the fame timey to be our 

fixed opinion, that no remedy can be efte^^cra)^ unlefs tbd 

intereft of the indifidiud fhail ht made to coincide with 

that of Che public ; becaufe we know, by fa£t: and long 

txperiencCy that the enforcing or revival of any other 

lawy however well intended^ will always produce: more 

fcarnli than good^ 

In regard to the prcfent fyfttoi of laws relating to thd 

bounty upon corn, and for peymitting the exportation and 

importatibn thereof, we apprehend they are ufeful in the 

main^ having produced falutary effeft* j but ncverthelefs^ 

that they may receive fome confiderable amendments aild 

iinprovements, particularly in three refpeSs, Vi2y« 

JPir/ij By granting an higher bounty upon the cit'^ 

portationof corn than thefe is at prefent, when the market 

price thereof is toa cheap at borne, fuppofe at 3 s. or 

3s. 6d. the Winchefter bulhd, in order to induce the 

farmer to continue tne like quantity of ground unde^ 

tillage the fucceedlng year. 

Sicondhfy By ftopprng or withdrawing all bounty 

whatfoever, when the price of our markets (hall afford 

a fufficient pi^ofit to the farmer, which we nlay fuppolc 

to be at 4 s. or at the moft 5 s. per bufhel. 

And thirdty^ By admitting an importation of foreign 

corn, duty free, when the price of our own fliall begin 

to grow immoderate, which we conceive to be when it 

nfli^ above 5 s. the buihel. 

D d TVrS.^ 
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. Tbcfe regulations, together witb a prohibition of th 
diftilleries> whenever the bounty upon exportation ii 
made to ceafe, will be, according to our Tenie of tbingii 
a fufficient guard agaioft the extremes, either o£ excef« 
five cheapnefs or dearnefs, which are equally injurioui 
€o the induftry and morals of our people^ and to trade 
and manufactures in all their branches. 

As to the procuring a plentiful fupply of butter^ 
cheefe, and butchers meat, we apprehend that this can 
never be done eflfeSually, in the prefent date of .things, 
til! live Jlock fhall be permitted to be imported from 
foreign countries, duty free; and the grounds of our 
opinion are the following, vis, ' 

The kingdom of Great Britain in general is now 
become too rich, the lands too much inclofed and im- 
proved, the prices of milk, butter, cheefe, vealyJamlb, 
&c* &c. too high, and in. confeq^ence thereof eftates 
fet too dear for the raifiog of young fwine, lamb^, .or 
calves, in any fufficient quantity! 

Therefore, if we could expe£l a conftant fupply, at 
a moderate price, we muft avail ourfelves of the poverty 
of our. neighbours on the continent, where the ways, of 
living are much more mea;i and , penurious, where 
grounds are mofljy open and. unimproved, where :jffilates 
are fet at very low rents, and where. young cattle xnvsf 
be reared on large waftes^nd extenfive forefts j {a) ^notto 
mention, that tl?e. importation of every fuch liveJ yaung 
animal^ is the importation of a ravi) material in it^ccMd^ 

.'•..■■-.■, iftite, 

fa; I am told they do rtol chufe in TreTand to part With their 
Im- cattle, nor ptrha]^« in iitvy Qtlxtc.couatrY« « 
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ftitei'which' h td'grow lip and fatten in our own piftures, 
ahcTforofuf own 'benefit; and whofc flcin, woo), hair, 
&c.* \vMn the artirtia! fliail be flaughtered, will be ma-* 
ttufTtHuted by the^ inhabitants 6f Great Britain, to the 
ddvaVitage oF the landed and trading interefl, and alToi 
» the inereafe of fbipping and navigation.. 
' One thing more,* G«»riS?»2tfjr, ^e beg leave to obferve, 
in regard to thefe important fubjefts, viz. that if a kind 
offucceHanMm couB bc:introduced, when the prices either 
df bread or of other viftuals fhouhl be likely to become 
•exorbitant, this fubftitil^te would not only afford great 
reHef to the ^mt, but would alfoproteft the rrchy and all 
in general, from becoming the prey of thofe devouring 
ttohopolizers, who arc «ver ready to take advantage of the 
publib'diftreft ; arid this fubftitute may be found in th«i 
article of r;V^, which is the product of our own colonies, 
and whofe vent and confumptiort we can abfolutely con- 
troul; forasit pay^ a very high tax if ufed in Britain, and 
a very fmall one if fent* abroad, the parliament hath no* 
thinfg'elfe to do,- in order to render the remedy effefiual, 
butto r«;^ the rule ; or rather, if the legiflatue v^ould 
be pleafed to lay a moderate equal duty upon it, whether 
confumed at home or fent abroad, then this regulation 
Would produce a larger fum to the revenue, at the fame 
time that it would afford a kind refuge to.oiir poor tp 
fly to when purfued by ^ real or artificial famine. 
.V Thefe, G^ntlcmeHy are our fe^timenls, in which we 
-hope we have Aiggefted nothing improper or impracti- 
'cable, nothing inconfiftent with commercial liberty or 
((f)und policy \ and if we raay prefume ^o adJ any thing 
P d a V furchec^ 



furitef'; U fe this ^Hat w wiih to fee k ; ripiii/ of tll#^ 
kwsj wBicb, under A notion of pt^yentlng foreftalliiigi 
•ngroffing, and badg^ng, fct ptfUii infereft and privm 
intcreft in direft oppofition to each other> which^ tbei^i 
kitt^ c^n produce no good effe6l, as fothe late inftancci 
hove too fully proved, and which, if executed ilM| 
figor, would go near tso ftarvc fuch a country as omt^ 
Sut a^ x.\kt ffiventhn of a difeafe is always better than 4 
4uny'fo w« pleafe ourfelves with the profpeiS^^ that yoii 
viU ufe your beft endevprsto promote fuch whokfimi^ 
and well digeilcd laws, as wiH hinder^ a$ far as human 
fprefight can e:(tend, calamities li)ce the prefrnt from 
fomtng upon us. In copiidence ctf rpcetving thefo 
)aad and patriotic offices from you, and with repeat&l 
thanks for youf paft favors, we have the honor tQ fiib? 
fcribc purfclves, ^ ' 

Qent^em^n, 

Your mofl: obliged, 
Slrmdwatn-y and tnoft obedient 

"^fek JO, 1767. humble ferVant|/ 

Several parts ofthisjudiciousmemoriai are agreeal?le.tQ 
the common fenfe of the iiation : but we muft ftruggle bard 
to keep things within ourfelves, left our /;?i^ij, which 
is our minr of gold^ Qipuld ftop after thc^ prefei^t ej^gqi^cy 
IS fupplied : let us follicit for new l^ws, ifij^op^the 
fyes cf th0 proprietors of Jands^ or fomi? ponfidc^ablpj^fiart 

* of them, may bp opened to bphqjd ibfir trutinUKefty 
whicjj^ in tb? iflup, cannot b^ different from th^ jf the 

.^^\ ^*»<!>.^^5.^?;C5)i)fu|nc the pf^dHpcof |hcnj^,. In 
' ' 5 |hc 



pric^? at hoiw, will probably help. on the o(>eratiQn» : . . 
,;. Qpe wwW iqiagne dic£uit^r^ pf thq Unds of tbi> 
iJUftd x:?rinAt> uppn th^ whpfe vj^w, jrcinder fih^mwdrit 
lAtbemrdve^. 3vtf if^it^y fucJ;i;imprQvei|ieiu$» ^^Ifit^ihr^ 
4jpcui a noi^toa .of giving gat ^uivaUnl: value, drives: « 
^^.CamiJy off 4})e gr^pd^ Aod tbrt £upily is to procure Ji 
^ij^i^ty ^nd t^e^Ja^ io wprov^doth not Ainufh.to 
h^ im^^y ^^ (^^^ fuppoiit tbey hiid before, then kii 
riiijyri^^^y apd ther^ muft W» dcEcien^ 
ri ,Tbe CQoyerMr^ of 1^9d$ into p^fture, ami the breediog 
horfe* for; ^wtpprta^jion 5 or iC4ttk» .wbofe ficlh. is to> ti^ 
pr;tp, bey^at jor jS,j>eiK:e,a p^^und, ^ill be of m Avml 
to a family of laboring peopU. , . .. 

If oUr manufadlures decline, and decline they will i% 
feme places^ :^nd[.,i|ppn fom^ oecafions, there muft be 
fome oth^r mqderf^.induflry provided, fciitbal (o muck 
?Vi9£lF.wbi9h-%.|Qan, humanly fpeaking, b«3 iii;hw,4wn 
breaft, and his ov/n hand to perform, may furnifh fucb 
a mpport; and what can tVi3 be' but working the 
'"earth?- ' " •' 

' " ■ In tJiis vi^vir, if one man not Having an excliifive pron 
"^v jieft^, manages lb as to appropriate to himfelf a /Aiin 
'J'aniTitxt^^ another man without w> how 

5 'cart' thS aiHw^t ihe end^ fojjplyihg fiicti'di?]fe^h>y 
• '.'tKeTncahs bf^mamiTa^ " '"^ • '' ^' 

' ' Let thw thV pdor m^a wh6' prdfhifes to hi ii(^iVt, 
^= an<f *rbofc chiihi^ i»' bpt ttittiiimpcaiChcd; ' or ptSkf9 
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Amds Te^y fair, in Vi^<i1>^rtloYi to* hisf liBnity,' arta ttfe 
itumber of Ms family, l*avfe i,' 2 or jacres t3f fuch'hfAi 
SB- msr^ be fuppofed to' be within fats coirtpafsf to cxiY^ 
tivate.- ..•■■».< .' ■ • ...... .-:'-. 

* I^ant informec! of 'fevcfal perfons nt2X NetUhmy^ wh« 
ttaine'*^ of 6 acres of* gfbairf bii the toirimbrw; on wfilA 
lbey>have kuilt cdtt3ge$^^te^ tHeJr dwn liftl, "and IticldlM 
had fer'a garden, and an orchard^ and'the reft for grafs 
tot a co<i% or fteep, or for otyrn. They alfb fcciep a: hogi 
with gecfe and fowh^ fo that they have* piiovifiona' for 
J$kf as well as for their ownxonfumpttQn;< Not that 
theip land is fufficietit t9o maiatain them ;' the in\en vtrort 
for the farmiers neareft to them, and the ^?toiAen smd 
duldren fpin. Thus theyltaftfe the fw^s df fritf tflfiyi 
and fuch a pdrtion of independency a^fecnis^ to be eflfeii^ 
tial to z free country. Their hearts and their hands \arc 
kept eniployed. They are comfortable, becaufe they iart 
J9vrv-and induftrioiis^ be<;aufe being- free, they ardTiirfe 
ofeiijoyin§ the fruits of their induftry; • *''^- 

Is not fuch a plati eligible to the monbpoJhitng iflhafif 
Is< not this the fourcc of monopolizing the pYodud^iJf 
the earth ? Doth not the firft create a nfd/j the feCOHdali 
artificial fcarcity ? And what profpc<a have we of "iny 
chfipgo for the better f The fame^ caufe will pl-^duee 
thefameeffe^ i 2ttiii\i hy At mutualintSNji of iAdMdu&k 
i$ meant,. that the laboring partof manWnd; inftead'of 
their lives being rendered more fecarei, comfortable, aiid 
dependant on their owajinduftry^ their Aipport is reftt 
^decsd precarious,, and totally dependaht^oii thefmiles or 
^wm« of ^ fuperipr^ bis privata boantyi, or bis covi* 
'■-: -iu^ ■: .J ....-■• ,. ■ •■ -^ " ^ - tribtt* 
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t^b4^s i)y,/)Mr'^rnp/#;, w«4»a)i#i%few ytAxskth^d^Httft* 
%}ji(/fs,p^iu^ih^nds^s are {ben ^oad for mah^ hundred' 
uiilcs Wg^tb^Ta wherp idUhcfc, artdbeggvy^ arc the badges 
of the flavery of the poof^ and the infolence of the r/o&* . '. 
,. %ha;^Qii^/fjifi9A wiib. (halc.(«i<;b; generous benefactors 
Ujlfc]rf^ufi^^y(iE^nd m^oUi^md^^aA/d^ memorialifts^ would 
t^jffi ^i^, U;ioi|ghtSt ^pon .%\xe .me^n&^of having no occa^ 
Ciotl t^i^pgly .^rpad to ,coui3Ltries.kfs. fertile, than oar 
9Wi^. L ^}^ ^^9^ .whence . tbejrc will ,be lefs £&udniy ^ 
Skftjjjply* vcFflr gCftntieg thc.proprifity.of a temporary re^ 
lief, it bearft: a ^eatsafinity with- fending, for foldierr.. 
frop^ Qtb^r:lan^3^^|ci guajrd. our-fields.. We.muA give 
th/^m Qur. goldi.^nd filver for doing thatrwhich'we can^^ 
j\f}iC|j^^^ to.4 >yj|)i^h jv^re^CQJgho do better ourfelves } > and. 
"Sihifix \% is.%.ih^^ -at)^ diAionor« we {houldinot -do; i«( 
^.^jLetjus tl^en^ii^9ii^ f^ci^ufly and difpaiBonately confider^. 
^^a^;if.m<^A jiMft) ;fnpft<M¥JQ^^nev and moftcohfiflsnt fotfi- 
i^^frieQ^fndintelligenl; n^rioo^ rat;her tbanithe>itniiie(liat4 
proHtof individualS)..wbo;are adding^fields. to. fields toe 
^rjgffl^^u^ ttjieiii. children with high f^itiix^ents.ofvgEan-^ 
^HfA Wl¥5^ iipEiayntj^rQunat^in therjiationai poverty of tha 
^ul(^ude,,and:t^e fpl^odid flavery of a fmall number*- ^ 
.^}i-^9mni9n$ and Witfte$. were laid out, and a few jiopoa 
giV<a^9 Y!very honeft laboring map, paft a certain age';^ 
g^vVrho b^ a wijfoy or ascertain number of children, \}t 
uponviibj$oc6i^fi0O£of a man^s iparriage, and letrh be tho 
6\al^Q^\Qii^\w^ x>f the; manor to <Uiitivate tfiis^ political- 
hiunanity^^ndpiious regard to his^ country, I^m A^bhgly) 
induced I to thinlc' both r^afon and ^ptrtence ^7r^ juffify* 
the expcAation, ; that the iffue will - be -iii encreaft ot 
people, and a plentj^ iox thiir fupport^ without encumber* 

in^ 
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ing the rich with fuch numcroos calls /iMr jthe leUtf itf 
mi(e<y«. The conditions.of fuch tenure ihould )m by, 
fooie peculiar law, for the cuk'tvatlon^ and wbcrebj the.. 
partiea may be difabled from felling the land witbeiK rtsf . 
good reafoniy and a 'particular licence for that pttrpoib. . 

Such lands wotild become a mirfery for farmery, uA.i- 
the whole face of our earth be overfpread with die iO' ^ 
ftnuncnts of food and raiment, and guafd againll pitf . 
people going abroai), lek when provifions herctte cbea|r, 
in America, they ihould wander thither. Beggary m»f 
thua become in moft cafes puniibable as a crime. 

As the cafe now ftands, the lands being kt into feiprcr , 
bands than in times paft, prodvce fo much left of the , 
ieveral necefiaries of life, than if more people were eni'*^ 
ployed as farmers. Plenty arifes from numbers ; but if,-, 
any confiderable portion of the moft ufeful part of our.:, 
fellow-fubjeds, inftead of being cheriflied' by a generoiit 
landlord, are difeharged^ the landlord himfelf will fee|^ 
the efle&» of it ; and if his wants are encfeafed by fab 
lavjfli expence^ it will cut doubly againft him ; for if dhjr . 
again fets his wits to work how to make more of his \wedij ,; 
with the leaft trouble and attention, he will become indif*- . 
fereat whether he encreafes or diminiihes the national;^ 
ftrength, till the evil falls oi> him with double force* 

We are fore that in the courfe of half « century, taaai^ 

lands have been raifed in their rents from 20 to 50 peif. 

<3ent. of their former value, and many doubled, whilft^he 

confumpUoa of the produce has been augmented, and. . 

confequentlythe price of. them muft alfo rife, and with it| 

the price of our produce in general, till we fink- under 

our mmeMfttoagam <miitSi% 

Whether 



{409 3 ^ 

^ Whefhet the landlord raifes the la&d, and the farmer 
' iHe pHce of the produce ; or the farmer is enriched by 
the gei^erofity of th^ laiidlotd, the labortnjg part rf dfi 
p^^pltf iand the putUc^ may fufier equally the fame.' 
It itiay lie prefumed, diat &o one Intended harm to 
liis <^utitry, or apprehended any mifduef would hap- 
pen ; and various reafom msy have concurred to raife the 
pricis : anH fo long as i¥e went on without complaiht^ 
thie'Mifchief lurked lA afnbftlcade : now it feems to &ow 
itfelr, though not yet hi full difplay. 

Without deltTefiftg^nt-roils, landlords might eafily 
give up the time their leafes have to run, and how many 
acres of land on each ; the number of people formerly 
mployed, including their families, and the number who 
axt at prefent occupied, tf this could be' afcertained ' 
Dirith any preciHon, it would give a ftatefman a dear in- 
fight into the nature of the cafe, which may not be al- 
ways rightly reprefented. ^ 

Next to this is the making up an account by fucb ^ 
gentlemen as will take the trouble to coliefl: materials, 
to fee how the matter ftands iii particular places. If the 
whole cannot be exadly eftimated by a part, it will fhew 
liow the eaufe operates. 

To fay, that as a nation, we are fo much richer than 
we were, when we are fo much in debt, mayfeem to be a 
paradox, unlefs we pay off our debts. But granting that 
we are richer upon the whole, the laboring part can be 
faid to be richer only in int>portion to the price of la^' 
bor, and the conftancy of employnfent. In the fame de- 
gree as either of thefe are defcftive, they are poorer: 

E e ^ an* 
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ihould feed cattle for provifions, hides, and tallow. 
We have no body to complain of but ourfelves ; yet 
our extravagancy in this number exceeds all credibi- 
lity. We firft draw ofF many of thefe ufeful animals 
from the culture of the earth, by which they might 
obtain food for man and bead:, and then difcover we do 
not grow a fufficient quantity of oats to maintain them 
only. 

In 1722 It was reckoned we had 17,000 horfcs in 
thefe cities, I fuppofe for ufe and pleafure : I fear we 
have thrice the number at this time. How many now 
keep an equipage with two horfes to draw them, and 
two men to attend them, whofe incomes are not above 

4 or 500 1. per ann. confequently they confume a third 
of their revenue in this fuperfluous parade, oftentimes 
circumfcribing their munificence and their liberty, and 
bringing on bodily decay for want of exercife, before the 
time appointed by nature. 

We were not long fmcc contented with a Jiage coach 
with four horfes, to go 50 miles a day ; now we drive 
f,x^ and go 70 or 80 miles \ or change them, and employ 
three times the nurtjber — for the wanton indulgence 
of going with fpeed, when we are in no hajie f 

We ufed to travel in a poft chaife with two horfes, 

5 or 6 miles in an hour, we now ufe four, and drive 
them 9 or 10 miles in the fame time. 

Formerly we journeyed becaufe we had fome ufeful ob- 
jedi in view, or for health, or to change the fcene occafan" 
ally ; now we fpend vaft fums, feemingly with no ejnd at 
all but to fquander wealth and diffipate time, and keep our 

horftsi 
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its ? Hftib tte Ibve^iMiieyy and ihe pleafiMtf k fiiiw 
riHbes> taken fikdirlioM^upoiiiis, tu hot to adlovrkifttfey 
fof fiAtsaotil '■■ ■ ■■ '•■• > ^''-■ 

ilie primaijr cauft mi^r Imt tnMil to amr. nakkMial 
<febf, thiMre iMin our 'mmkkrsi -Ok^iice w tht #fliM^^«( 
cudpgy in govemmeiit^ arifing frcM tWk taafert aMd 
thdb Me both indeiid ilM tiiliiier iMid tte cffi^ 
veftifig'lb much (iropelty in- indrirfiiilAb » the debt 
amouats t(H has dMed them to Binpftiv^ their fietd^ 
and the insproyeiiient'has rufed the' rents. This bat 
fumilhed the meanai «iir a greater expence^ which hath 
ftill encreaftd with the gAitificatioM it hat afRmlcd. 
Had it ftbpt heie, we ihoukl not be idunged fd deep : 
but in addition to did advanced rents; there is an accu- 
mulation of ta^ces* Thefe have furnifiied occaiioin for 
the greater exa^ons on each other, and a kind of um« 

verfal incnpuenience to fome^ and £firijs to others^ hath 

•J' ' ' ■ «. '-I 

enfued. ^ .We haire run up the prices of ever]r tbin^ upon 

each other, and have very little prolpeA of their bcbg 

lowered again in any confiderable degree, til) we trace 

the caufe to its fint principle, suyf remove if, 

I 4ni yours, &c. 

Ifufiifir; mkf Su^iiulAct tbn imn grtm Prt^ tf tin Gwarmatati 
md Hgffimfi ff M Fepfk. 

LET TER .^^^ 

AMIDST die, MiaRfifM we labor under; t^it fe t 
ma^jcaU them, it ta our peculiar felicity that oiir 
natural genius aiod climate lead us to be adtive;' tb^' 
£e a ' our 



O'uf ttwrfH fpirtt Fhv?gd«^tck bw ihttC diitTrcc- 

donf ghrrs feciki'ily-td^ mr prbpeityv "^^ )dN&rj induftrjr 
betomes always tonifortaUtj fomerimts iit^f^btfldi Nat 
is this our only advant^ge^ nil* people on- ^dfe« faoe^of 
liSe ifarth c«ri boaft af i more fcrtil«, 0r 'bHtidr JAf|>raMl 

dlftitfs,' as w6 Mire^ maUci; ' B«; it re^fr^* apeii^iof^ 

iMllcn^Idlge <^ ttie (Bftmpamttvt <fonditkms of tfi«l^ 

kind, "iof a cbitimufiity 6r private paribus to^ kndw^ iN^hsa 

they are welf,- and o<f gh t- to be con^eiHcd; • ' : < * ^ i. . u * 

' Th^ adfantfge of tbe^MT^j^nrAf, <dst4ve<* finM^^ 

Iai9s, is a drtBuMflanee irhldif ought te^ extite fft^ud^ 

the higher gratitude in the foory becatife \tM %^iigA 

eftahlifimtfa : but they are apt te ft6p fliorf^> Md tb^ 

it fufficient that they <M <bfMMf a fupp€i^; If We^«<^ 

template the goodnefs of Provldeiicl*,' il%the b<Si»ij^iiy^ 

of that: government "M^ii^h- engages- its* author)^ fai %^ 

half of fuch rights it ftirely demaiiidt thefgratitude of «N3r 

dividaalsr Where it tias a cokitrary ef&ft,f' it muftattfjT 

frottk firverfinefs er igfitHrofkB. v :u: > .:^*;hiv? 

• A habit of tbmking of their ;tito|^^is. apt) to^^mali^) 

th6m imagine tfaemfehres intided to all the jv^^ which 1 

c«n be done them \ but as to the fMrr» they arr to make^'^ 

by the utmoft labor they are capable of; 'and^tbeir i^|«^7 

fubmiffion to that wtffftiem^ tev^v Itom whkh th4y 

derive the advanta^->--lhiSiCec(utres adegm of reflcxioij=^ 

beyopd what is generally to be expeifted of nmnkind-^'^ 

^(^QCtaHy^ the YCliy ptUfgr 'or vory^dd, "very infinii^/^a 

vflr^;proffigite^ who anr>a gptat parf of the objeAr of^ 

tbis^MtxoaaI<■Nttifieel»Cl^; *t w v^^ j-'-y ..j. 7v -;;; nirt 

:, li--.-' To 



tteguiih the 0ld mi the yptUDgn ^^^ ^viifi t^9m^!ifm 

-fitmi the iMMtff^ ftnd the tbk-bi^ii^from ib^Mkjau^A 

tnaumed; and feptrittt die iexes e^fo^ eikji are^IlovM 

toomfor fueh diftiiKSione«nd iepontiont^ it will beJeft 

difficult tp inveftigtte (Mrx>bje&t und to Sona a plan of 

relief, inftruAion» and correAion. The riotiag pleafures 

of the wealthy, with the general effed» of modern diffi* 

pation, and the iofolent demanda of paepera which are 

CNoetiineB aia4ey%av#« greater affinity than at firA %ht 

youoiay be^fibleofr'^ When either forget their mo*' 

ral and religious obligations^ the event is nerer happy^ 

Nor ^oth the removal of this evil require the aufherity, 

wbich^ibme perlbns^ or (bma ^iges^ have affeded j bue> 

aplea^t, equal philanthropy, 'with fueh good difcipiine 

and order, as every fiate' prafitifea which' retains anjr» 

tUng like the genuine purity of freedom alid ciyilissMJomf 

Tranfient efforts of liberality, which ebb of How^ atouf'' 

purfes are empty or fuir, caaby«o means cotfnteipoife ' 

themiieriea to which mankind are Aibjeft. Yee if the^ 

p^ may do themfelvea juftice, ac^mUng t$ tbm ttm 

0pinhft^ what will :becooie of theJihfftf or fnperty. of ibx^ 

people in- general? : ' v^ 

- If we afe fo fubjed to complaiilts under cireumifaliKea * 

of little diflrfft, whatia.io happen when any heavy- 

caJamUyeoAes upon us, and when nothing but.thb ge«*<^ 

nuioe love of God imd our neighbor ciAfupport lir If' ^ 

We muft Ih'ercfbi^: urge tlie neceffity t>f ^in€ulcadng;;thvv 

iirft great principle, thi vhim rf^ inJtmJMh $» iM!f^^ 

f^'^ woven 



[ 20O ). 

■ . -i V 

A Copy of the Reprefcntation tranfmitted to the Mfmr.. 

bers of the County of Gloticeftcr, apd fubfcribed ^. 

the Contributors to the Charity fet on foot at Stroud^ 

for the Relief of the Manufadturcrs. 



Td Tho. Tracey 4»J Edw. Southwill^ 

Riprefentatives irt Pariiamcnt fhr the Cnmtf of Gloucefter«- 

Gentlemek, 

* TO the countenance you have been pleafed to (hew, 

to the plan fet on foot in this neighbourhood, for the 

relief of our poor manufadurers in their prefcnt diftneid,* 

and from the compaffionate fenfc you hare of tlieir^ 

miferies, wc are induced to lay before you oar jfenti-^ 

ments, as to the moft probable meafures for warding bft 

the like evils for the time to come, and to remove the 

very pretences for thofe tumults and infurre<^ons^ in 

which too many of our people inconfiderately eng^- 

ed, to the great increafe of i7i7 their calamities, inftead 

.1. 
of remedying any one of them ; and for reftoring plenty^ 

and preventing either a real ox artificial fcarcity for the* 

future : and we more pafticularlji addrefs ourfelves to 

you at this time, as thefe confiderations are the prefent^ 

' ■ -.■ ♦ 

objedls of the legiflative body. 

In former times, though corn has been at certain, 
periods as dear as at prefent, and even much dearer^ yet 
other provifions being reafonabiy cheap, the affli£tion 
was not fo grievous \ whereas it is our peculiar infelicity 
to be charged at prefent with a moft exorbitant price 
for every otlier article of food, as well as for bread. 

Therefore 



Mti(m*^tbe<:<m|fi|ty b«»{if«v4iM wliich fees nKkfliijr 
ffid |iielf' at^ Hiti o£:irariaiiors •and from an opinjoiip 
-thaefixneoF-thefefiBfa^mi^aii^llief]^^ vf pnyitlg 
mnthmt tea/hq;^' in « Ikcral IMk, Md omk^weudf cbflt 
tikey'tkr ilothiflgrbit fira^r^ €0 t^eid Chis miftakey toa 
Humjr neitfaer pra^'Hor w«rfc.; Mtny, wko never prajcy 
I fear ate ' the gf^eaMfl draneiwand tke moft wDrthlc£i 
wwirib to of ilie/caiiiinM«uqr*::y -v 
'^ 'fFhiere 19 a$ f««^ aa iiVfligit^iti^n in koaeft imiids, (o 
^iAfnit to':€0nJW6ffi^t^^1|hei» they pan cqoy Ubocty^ at 
4io^^ i$H»'.iidbeni lJi9]|t..cM !llro|fcl.^^hereiQ^: ta.drag fiich 
to workhoufes, who occafionally a& a final! »^^iy\ 

^rjTrhilr^rbfen' HfiBdr-^/ww^ky aa.irclu^tli^ as <Me 
wbajaretinuied itp btVot QbttarfiiUy apcepl: q£ aay cerma^ 
fi<bvid«d riie^ <mi^ -Miitg^-^lAiu: iMokncf, : kia Ibere* 
foils qf:^i^ vtmdft . op^leqiwtidVf^ 4ifti«guiAi pwtam 
md .«haraAtr^>? and >trcat tMtt^ witb tendflmeAi .ami 
judsflieiit. / Aa «uich4epeadf on ^bisHMtklomrds «4M^ 
iait)iQrds^)abt;Ofi^ftfuuUa&-«atr^ Ju-.the x^t^of^itfafUi: 
ooeTjpaii(h::60infrj js^vigilant^ ittcrcifitl^ Md. loMUigoor* 
ofid^biMiaek^ohly.^io.ia^roQ:; and.mQther of ji conKcarir 
phavaAdr fe^hda 90 ta.dM9> rt^rdg^^ •: /{ . 

':4:iAay kMof rlaboria fetter .tban;4)one«^^r Bu^wmy^ 

^mby^lo/i^ga^Jdicrr Jr Si bcwidlcis Md of eoipkigmKiiC* 
It was the policy of the great coloDyr(iS|tl«r ,41^^ Btmu 
0Mf weqFOnt IhwU^hafi n tradkjrljke ffHTtfi^^^f 
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maty earn. tHeir brud i nud tbc rkbf thaty under a&j 
cbinge of fortune, Ih^ mighi prdcrve themiclras from 
•njr acute diftrefi* I have already told you my opinion 
as to the poor in general being early teught to me^d 
dieir oim clothes, and tbe/^tM^ to learn to mend and 
wmii Aon % that none bein^ in rags^ its concomitant 
fUnmfSf whidr is made an inftrument to excite coo^ 
mileration^ and which is fo.often abufed^rfmay.be coj|- 
fidered as a kind of prodigy,' and the party tneated ^ 
infaiie or an impofior*': If he is employed^ h^ may earn 
Ms fooduMA rmnunti and if he is not, he may find time 
tofotc^ and cUan his coat» And fuch a vagabond being 
apprehended and found ignorant, the parifli to which 
the party belonged Ihould be anfwerahle in a certain fin^ 
if it Aall appear that the negleft of inftmdion k 
chai^abfe to their acc6ttnt« 

Rtfiment is. the next great olijed to food, and the 
making, patching, and darning, might oocupy many 
hn hoor^wbich the field does not call for j. and plenty ((^ 
raiment, tight, and clean, be the natural produce of 
indnjbj. Stich employment would become the tmcft 
friend and frotiSsr of innocency, againft the numerous 
train of mifchiefs which -always attend, on idUurf$» 

Nor would I ftop here : Every num bom to labor 
Ihould be a giirdemr^ in a certain degree. If he had 
knowledge how to ttiidce the moft of ground, it would 
be a goi^ reafon for his having a fmall portion of the 
timmw eiarth affigned him, which feems fo far agreeable 
to the intentions and wiidom of provtdence. According 
10 the fentiments I have already mentioned to you, on 

the 
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(he artide of common lands apd wajks^ many an honeft 
peafant, moft worthy of our rtf^&^ would hold an 
acre or two, or three. 

And why (hould not the laboring part of mankind b« 
early taught^ as it were in the fchool of the world, 
what belongs to the Securing a cottage from the incle« 
tnency pf the (kies \ If they learn to build 'a mqd-wall 
or a bride one, and to thatch it over themfelres, when 
they cannot afibrd to pay fof.it, no miferyof this kind 
would appear on the faceof ^e earth. It is likewife the 
property of induftry and knowledge how to live, to 
multiply, and isncreafe. 

There i8^fuch a propenfity to a£tion in man, and fnch 
irefourees.ifl'his mind againfl natural and moral evils, 
^at the efforts of z good landlord^ might operate' as a kind 
of miracle. . We fee what is done by the fpirit, fire, 
and reputation of a general of an army, for whom a 
foldier is determined to conquer j or to die. 

Whole and tight garments, and a habitation to fheltef 
from the Ikies, would of courfe lead the inhabitant to 
think the more, of the neceffary fupport of life in regard 
to food: and the more he thought of this matter, for 
himfelf and his children, the le(s occafion there would 
be for others to think for him ; and twenty {hillings, in 
his own hands, might do more than forty In another 
perfops, efpecially if he knew himfelf puniihable for 
negligence. . 

•The trueft policy is to breed up people fo as to 
difdain beggary ; and when they ftand in real need of - 
affiftance, to give them money for flicking pins into 
F f the 
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aui4 if tft cki8:i«e add ihB addkloMl price of- tlie.piodtta 
\«f th^easth, if te4»c(;;e^ jthp.44iUia)iM]l.prkc pf i^^ 

then ifaey are' fe much poorer ftill than they wcre»:.;lffhicb 

liil^'fo l^the aLfe..« Aadi/.j^igr arc ciot Ui^ ^ i};»^of 
'j^yunfiHt* itmiH io9fi.^ntaiLcUftrqra.oo t|faprejvbOjde(^ 

hm: the bbor of /ifuf^^pe^bas^ which, . it Is. i^pd^Uj^ 

4me i^.ovicttfii ^t^i<;4 iixiic^g^Qn.o/tl)^ ey|]f^^,, 

^Wdi^a.mea.of Jiirge fqitwes^^i^iy^Ue^ 
wberm the weUiu:jB of.|(hcir,cf^f^r;^^o^ :^'.# 
^ig^i 4ivl bonoc^bjiqt j:el|i;ioa io whi4;bi^the7 f^pd ^^^^.^ 
O^ifnmuiut;, will qu^^ the (Utjje^n^ 

will iprphably . ch^uige their ^ rule of coiidu^. 'jTa, % 
(here is jx^ virtue left; aiuong^, tif, ji^ as abfiixjd^ as it q 
falfe. It is a proof th^t there isfime viritie^ becaiife it is 
certaifi that we exift: ajad we cannot tell whatjgood we 
are capable of^ till we are put to the triah 

As to improvements already made, we ii^^ft fjjppofc 

they will be attended with happy effeflks, — If a nian 

. - ' ■'"'.■'..-■ ,'■■."•. k* '• ^ i' 

builds elegant houfi^ of 20Q L per ann. rents, and finds 

no tenants at above lOoL he mu/l let them; and it mav 

be better in the ifiue that they are £>VelI built ; anu that 

his tenants continue to pay lool. per ann. ^an brtak 

in. bis debt at 200 U. and leave him afterwards without 

any tenants. .» ■ » ■ 

We already feel fomc bad tScSt& from the prcfent plan 

of temporary private profii^ : ' it canrJot Us fipported on 

l^e principle of private good^ when extex)d£;d to ,the 

' ^ ' '^■»''*-'i» *-■•' -.■ •■•.'. -tv ;^'..f r" wTi*/^ 
tii;re,^niiuch leis will, it produce /^^Z/V good. ^9 it (^ 

to. be. and fhaU we wait till fom^ great diftrefs invades 

* usF 



its ? Hfttb tte Ibve^iMiiey^ aiid 'Ihe pleafiM# it §m^ 
fifibesy taken fikdirlioM'upoiiiis^ tu hot to aIIoi«r~Ici(ttir» 
fofitftoaonl ■ ■;.''- i*'"'-" 

' ilie prhmty cauft m^ W ttwtti to dor. nadltoal 
<febf, thiMre 16 otur aiiihiri; ^idlicr to' tli6 #fliM'^«( 
cMrgy ill govenuiieiit^ arifing inoai tWk taiil»t aMd 
thdb Me both faideisd the taliftr tedtbe cffieai. ' Tke 
veftifig lb much (iropeity Hr indiffiiiiib itt "tbe debt 
amouatstxH has dBfied them to ibipftMi^ tbdr fietd^ 
sind the idsprovementbas ndfed the iretits. This bat 
fumilhed the meatui tH 4 greater expence^ which hath 
ftill encreaftd with the gAitificaticim it boa afRmlcd. 
Had it ttopt bete, we ihoubl not be pluoged fo deep : 
but in addition to did advanced rents; there ia an accu- 
mulation o( ta^ces* Tbefe have futnifiied occaiioin for 
the greiiter exadions on each other, and a kind of uni« 
verfal incmeunuenU to fome^ and £Jfrefs to others^ hath 
enfued. .We haye run up the prices of estry thin^ upon 
eact:^ other, and have very little prolpe^ of their bcbg 
lowered again in any confiderable degree, til) we trace 
the caufe to its fint principle, aiyf remove if, 

J j^iii yours, &c: 

Indmfirf «aJ AnBmfiJkf fhHimM grtit Pn^ tf tie Gvuemmbit^ 

LET TER ;3^^ 

AMIDST the. MimM^iwpUi^ under^ fvu" fe 1^ 
im^jcaU them, it ta our peculiar fel&ity that oiir 
natural genius and climate lead us to be adtives' tb^' 
Ee a ' ^*a 
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our tnarffid Tpirft thvigdyiaitet oar ^s^S^rUfi iKSK durl^ee* 
don gnres feoAkf-t& our property, ^adfd itar- inditfiy 
becomes tlways tmfortMe^ fomecimts dcij^htftiL. Nsr 
is this our only adrauiti|g« : no people on* tbci; faoe^itf 
Ilie etfth cah boaft Df t more fcr^e^ ^ibettidr jk^h^mI 
IbAd, nor ST ftieh {AK^FHloiifer tboAr'^lw^ ar#.Ifi^MA 
dIftKfs,' as we hare- mad^ ^ B«t it M^utrA^ apiafiem^ 
aM Itnowledge of tlie CMnHpamthre ^'onditk^s 'Of tmto^ 
kifid, for a-coitimufrity ^ private parfoas to* kiidw ^beo 
they are welVand ottght to %e conlenscdi • '. ' i<- . » j 
' Thi adfant£ge of'the^fir^iwr^, .dei^fei* imtA^^ 
laws, is a dr^unftftanee which ou^t to extht fidHiudlr 
the higher gratitude in the poor,- becaoft it^ ^iigA 
eftahltfimifa : but they Are apt to fi«»p fliopt^i Md th^ 
it fniRctent that they «ftn ^HfiMd a Tupped; If^ We^^«^ 
template the good«efs of ?tm\denc^\ mth^hhU^ditf 
of that^ government wtikrh- engager its' authorJqrki ii^ 
half of fUch rights it furely demavidi die< gratitude of «m 
dividiuls. Where it lias « contrary ztketi'itaatlktniff 
fr^tn firveffinefi er ign^ofk^, v. iir:. > .l^Ui,i'i. 

• A habit of thinking of their ii&ivq^ 43 apc> to^ ntali^) 
them imagine themfelves intided to ail the jv^^ which '^ 
c«n be done them \ but as to the nRtirr» they arr eo nmke^ ^ 
by the utmoft labor they arc capable of 5 'sind>tbtirl^|if|siri 
fubmiffion to that nry tyiteai trf* hMs/ ftom wliich tbiy 
derive the advantage-! -^his^fequires a degiiee of refitxiofj^ 
beyopd what 11 generally 'to be expeifited of mankindr^^ 
efj^echJif the vcvy yoiilfg^ w nrry ^, very infinfi, '^ : 
verjTipfoffigate, who anr»a gt^alpart^oftbe objear of^ 
thiaN|uitioaal<»oaiieencip; ^^ w ^-^ ^r- ..1. ?^'!;; ""hn 
■* li-'- . ' To 



i;oom foft'fiuib 4iiKfi(9Uon8iaiid.fi^^ h wiU tHfikfi 

diffieuU to iRvti2aeat9oiirx>bjoftt md te Sorm a idM qif 
rdief, inftra^ioiiy and ccNrreAion. The rkitiiig^ pleafiiftti . 
of tiK wealthy, with the general effeda of modern dafi* 
patioi^ ahd the k^knt deoianda of pavpen which are 
ibcDerimea «ia4ey'faay##gkwteraffinity than at firft%ht 
jpou-maiy be-ieafibleofr^ Wbeif ehbei fofgct their rkh' 
ral and religipus cbligatioos^ the ev^t is nerer happy^ 
Nor^ioth the remfyval ^ this evilDB^uice the a«fljsrity, 
whiGh*fi>ine perlons^ \or ibiiie^^ges baveaffefted} but^ 
aplea^t, equal philaothropy^^vrith Aichgo^xl difcipline 
and ordi^y as every fiate' praStifes wbick>=retaim anjr^ 
tbUig Uk«) die senutne purity of freedom alid ri^IitsaddiKi 
TnmiiOAt efforts rdfitberaiity^ whichebb orHow^iat^c^* 
purfes are empty or fulF, caaby^no tnean9 cotfnterjMiife ' 
tbeeiniiieriea to whieh mankind areiubjefK Yet^ if the^ 
^^ may do : thetttfelrea j«ifiice^ 4cd9rding U^^Am twn 

peot^'in-geQeraH -; r .• • •:': *-•/ . ..t '-..fi ••^^ 

vll w^ awc fo fubjeA/to compUiiltaimder.cinettnftdfKe^ < 
of litd^ diftrfft^ what' iS'-lo happen- when any^heary^ii 
ca)a<ltiil^^eorAf|8 wpM;US» and< wk^n aoihing but^thb ge«»<^ 
nuioe love.of Qo4 luad our neighbor- €|wivrttppeirt':.t^{\* 
We omft tb^refoi^ urgei At «ecefltty^ incvloadog^thcrv 
firft great principle, thi virttti rf^imljiiniiMipUimltf^*' 



J^^ 
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out inarfel fpMt fti«?gdftitct 6w «ia>vSf t ihttt^dwTfcc- 
doitf gjt« feciM'ay-tc^ WT propertyv 'all* m&r^ ittdoftty 
be^omcf tlways tmforiaUt^ fomecimts dtO^ififU: Kwr 
is thtf imr mly advaiitligei fi»' pcdpic ^n^ tife.face^df 
llie etrth eari boaft Df d mere frrtUe; ^'tetwr :h»)>raii«I 
IbAd, Mf ftf ftiiih iM^ioii-fer tboAr'^h^' ar# la -Ml 
dIftMft,«'at w« hlT«' madd^ ^ B«e it fecfUtr^* aptttieiMN^ 
arldltnowledge of tlie e^mpainthrt ^'onditions tf oitt^ 
kind, ibr acoitimufrity ^ private {Mrfoas ta^ kn^iw ^bdn 
they arc wel^and ought- to%c conleMcdi ' «. » • ^«- • u . 
.' Thi adfant£gc of •the^pfw'ji-nrtf, 'derttc* frnm^^s^ 
laws, it a drteuMftanee trhleiif ou^MO'extkt fdnmu^ 
the higher gratintdo in the poory becaoft it/k s-Ajif 
eftaUifimini: but they tre apt to ftop flion;i Md thMi 
it fuiRctenI that th^ <<M ^^MiEMflf a fupp^i^; If*^ #e^di^ 

' template the goodfieft of Provldefic«,* il»the btcjtgi^iiy^ 
of that: goveriunent "wtiieh • engager tts* authority ki W^ 
lialf of iiich rights it furely demandi die* gratitude of ifrior 
dinduals. Where it tias a cMitnrry efi^d; it muftttMr 

fr^tn ferverfinefs or iffH^arkt, ■ v. ft.-: vi^^Nii? 

• A habit of tfanikiAg of their Mittfi ^3 ape> to^ mah^' 
them imagine themfelves intided to all the jv^^ which 1 
cm be ilone them \ but -as to the fttumihcf arr m mafce^"^ 
by the utmo/l labor they are capable of $ ^ind^tbeirfegUliiri 
fubmiffion to that ^ery^iyitemtrf^ htv^a,' Ibom v4ikk^iy 
derive the advantage-f -^his^requires a 'degi«e of reflcxioij'^ 
beyopd what is geiieFally ^o be escpeifted of mankind-^ *> 
^(j^aMy^theircvy yMlfgy^r vory^^, 'very infinfiy-^it 
verp/proffigate, whj» air»a gt^alpart^oftbe objeftr of^ 

.tbia>Mtioaal«»Miiiefiar; ^^' w v.r. .):%*<- ..ji :»:.••!- -ua 



from the «ii<wi»: ti^ ^N^fi^JK^a^fi, 

fn^dme^; andr liq»anUtt Ik* ieific^ #oi .m4iK'«4lli>Wi4 

it)omfo|! fiieh' iMftin/dionr and. fiqmation^ h wiU btf^Mi 

diffieuUtp iRveAieau (Mr:objeiftt md te Sorma idaii of 

rdief, inftruAioiiy and conre&ion. The riotiiig ploafiif «$ 

of the wealthy, with the general effeda of modern dafi* 

patk>h9 ahd theiofoknt demanda of pavperi which are 

iccnetimA Oiajey-faav^n greateraffinicy than at firft %ht 

you-nuiiy be-ieafibleofr** Wbeif etthei fiofgct their rmn' 

ral and religious ebligatioos^ the event is nerer happy^ 

Nor ^oth the reinoval of this evilDB^uiie the a«flfsrityv 

wUcb^lbine perlons^ or iba[ie ages- Htveaffeftedj bur. 

apleafrat, equal philaothropy^iwith Ai€h*^o<xl difdpline 

and' Qtiiir as every fiate' praStifes wbick^'^etaim any^ 

thjug UkQ th( genuine purity of freedom alid ctViliisaiidiK^ 

TMofiaot efforts dfiiberaiity^ which ebb or'llow^<atioo(J' 

purfes are empty or fuir, caaby^no mean9 CMnterpoife ' 

thOfiniieries to whieb mankind areiiibjeftw Yet^ if the^ 

^fsr may do thekufelvea Juftice^ Aedmtkg t9 jdar §wn 

ipinUn^ what wilt rbecflnie of the ishrty orfnpertyjoMbx^ 

people in- geQoraH : ' • -: -• z ^^ .?? '^ 

,lfwt am fo fttbjeA/to coniplaiflltsitnder.cinettnftdiice^^ 

of lit^^ diftrfft^ what iaio happen- when anf^heary^-' 

caJaniity^eorAfis upM:US» and when nothing but.thbrgeyc^ 

nuioe love of God luad our neighbor. €|wiruppeirt>.ttt«IV 

We miift dierefoi^urgei tibe«ecefity^incitkM3og:thev 

firft great principle, thi virtta i^ ifidM^mlhuimitf^*' 



wovcirwitn cnc iraine snaxoninciitiair-of -inciioiiy po* 
nftf ; irri^ whaftfamict'fce' ^oemiplifticil kj-tcwScnt wA 
4ilti6vLiHt; iHiift be attein|3iiitt \f tbe roA of Aemagiftnite; 
Jl^ilie fiMe tfttfef ir ^lit McMf^tlMt die«oiana»>capk 
iMild ke* riMMlMt #llh fiicb = » tteafure ttf tkmecsffiuMi 
«f life as^fliejr cm gttttnXty ^htmbf^biJ^tSfi.^iAigt'fyf^ 
mr-ranks 'iimft'aMb^l»r<:cm«cMed^'ii»i4ef'4Qai^ pttBlmn^ 
to pni^fe ib^/M«rr»iKy Aoim tildr todolgciictas .-^ i 

1£ the c<Mxim€Xi peo^de tre r^hd^Ftd'^ibbcry^camir indw 
but tecoming enthtifuifts, oUctvir thejprctfpts-of^tbciv 
trlrgtoh. It will be the lno(l» effr&tt«l guivd flgaittftm^ft 
pofitioR to iHmiifii' wUdik^ i& geoentttjr atMi^od ^vricli 
ftmaj. ' -' . .• vj 

The poverty of many ilh^/asfy, and the qtmKty df mw)^ 
wbo do ilr dety of tbem^- are I concsive'the mArn^* oH 
i^o many eccefioniv ^l^y th<» f^'A tjiixidvsStjfSaig^z 
ioff if MCft art taught^ hi the ftiength-<o{ re;^m^ tii^ 
power of doduilkHiy and the fiiiiAity^:the gofpd^ ih«t 
koneft ioduftry is an efiendal pan •of- feUgkUi^ «nd this 
yirages of ksa revard of eirtuOy aftdaneaiiieft^ 4iigi^ 
]i£& after death $ there are bm few who canm^^^^o; ^ 
vailed on ta work according^ to l^betr. refpe&ive ^Mtitkai 
Xhofe who are uawoithy of any other fuppoyt^ tbatt 
fuch as b given ta common felons^ ^in^WandftiMtat) 
lot 4ia- confine -theai «iU :tbef ^oMMftOt tbeir iioafes. 
The difficu^ »5> to^wbofe hands. /uoh power mayiiU 
entniftpdv We teve lawalor fuch pacpoftf^: whjr^tfaip 
fieei^ I'-hnol!i^ hot; -..•-'>• v^' --* .:» - •; :j ^-iU ?| ^h; .:-,w al 

r$6nle"'o£'o«jr "ftifbirils wk^perhapi^ eaeeftajii' fidfiv 
noim^ of religion^ in £;enGrat »gr^ in thia greac painty 

diat 



and jpielf^ atHi ls»4b(^^framii^f»j^ ^ jui4 tircn anjopifijloii^ 
tine fainsToF'tbefer Aiatiw aiUyt #ie yrooepi^ of ./)n9^r 

tliejr tkr iioihii^b«t firafsi «9 «imd ihie mjftabipr Up 

I feara«0'llie ^teticii dlninefix ande^^ke 4«oft.WDitjU^ 
«Miibteof<ibecoitMiH|tii9n£ <«o • 

M^ke im^ariSfttivtiWfi^ wo4(i.vtheredRm ta:4r{|g.4idi 
to woFkhmifiBB, wboocct(ionally.a& a iinaU ^»4Wt^Cft 

4br%i:K«»rfh:lMif^^MfiBd;'fe»;Mr9ifk^ <^^ as.iqMr 

3idKiiuT.'tmfiifid^bW9# c»b9affiiUy^ao»;pt oiC Mf^tsimH 

iMit p£<illi9 4ttin(>ft:<»ia^iMiGl|r^ 
fln4>cluu'a£ter%i7aBd>tiiCAtrtbiNb^^^^^ tead«Kiicft) ^immI 

iait)iO'dtQmfa^.ofo(Aii(^ Jia :lbe x^i^of.i^ami 

ud^biMJ^L^ohljr^ifi^iajtoO;; MMLiifiQtber i)f fi conj^iy 
iplitna4r:isikb90ta.difljr.n«^^ j. : /I 

!t:Aa)r ki»A of/lakNT'tt fetter .tbaiMiORe«^>^ ^^pm»lth 

It was the policy of die great coioDyrtmUt ,M^i JBmu 

cJ.* «*r^ ,<^^.-z^.-r^m *^ io..> -wi-v o Jji .^ ..(,.?: .4ii .u^fiigi 
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nay earn. Uleir htud s and ttie ricb^ that, under aojr 
change of fbrttme, they oiighi prafinve themiclrcs from 
any acute dtfttc& I have already told you my <qpinioa 
aa Co the poor in general heimg early taught to mend 
dietr ovnclotbes, and ib&fifmiks to leani to mend and 
wmii theirs % that none bein^ in ra^Sj its concomitant 
fUnnifsj whadr is made an inftrument to excite com- 
mi(erationy jmd which is fe.often abufiedt.rmay be ooq- 
fidered as a kind of prodigy^' and the pArty tncated n 
itifaiie or an impoftor» .* If he is employed^ h|s may earn 
Ms food aad rmmmt i and if he is not, be nuy find time 
to /^^ and dion his coat» And fuch a vagabond being 
4tp(mhendcd and found ignorant, the pari(h to whidi 
the party belonged Ihould be anfwerable in a certain £n^ 
if it fliali tppear that the. ncgleft of in&ru^kin k 
chargeabfe to dieir account* 

Ruiment is;, the next great oljed tp food, and the 
making, pitching, and daming, might oocupy many 
to hour ^whiefa the field does not call for. i ; and plenty id 
raiment^ tight, and clean, be the natural produce </ 
iiuki/hy* Sach em^yment firould become Che tntcft 
fiiend and proU£kr of inaocency, againft the numerous 
train of mifchiefs whidi -always attend, on idlam/u 

Nor would I ftop here : Every man bom to labor 
Ihould be a giiritmr^ in a certain dqree. If he bad 
knowledge how to make the moft of ground, it would 
be a good rcafon for has .having a final! portion of the 
ummm eiBu-th affigned bim, which feems fo far agreeable 
to the intentions and wifdom of providence. . Accordii^ 
to the fentiments I have already mentioned to you, on 

the 
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the artidc of common hmds and waftiSy many an boneft 
peafant^ moft worthy of our refj^&^ would hold an 
acre or two, or three. 

And why (hauld not the laboring part of mankind b« 
early tau^t, as it , were in the fchool of the wcmtM, 
what belongs to the ^curing a cotfage from the incle- 
mency pf the (kies i If they learn to build a myd-wall 
or a bride; one, and to thatch it over themfelres, when 
they cannot ajfibrd to pay fcM'.it, no miferyof diis kind 
would appearon the face^f the.earth. It is likewife the 
property of induftry and knowledge how to live, to 
multiply, and encreafe. 

There jfrfii<:b a proptiifity to a£lion in man, and fach 
refourees.ih his mind againft natural and moral evils, 
that the efforts of ^ good lanHordy might operate as a kind 
of miracle. . We fee what is done by the fpirit, fire, 
and reputation of a general of an army, for whom a 
foldier is determined to conquer^ or to die. 

Whole and tight garments, and a habitation to {belter 
from the (kies, would of courfe lead the inhabitant to 
think the more, of the neceiTary fupport of life in regard 
to food: and the more he thought of this matter, for 
himfelf and his children, the leis occafion there would 
be for others to think for him ; and twenty (hillings, in 
his own hands, might do more than forty in another 
perfons, efpecially if he knew himfelf puni(hable for 
negligence. . 

•The trueft policy is to breed up people fo as to 

difdain beggary ; and when they (land in real need of 

affiftance, to give them money for (licking pins into 

F f the 
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Ibe ^xm of a gregt chair, and to pull ibcm out. again, 

I am a friend to that kind €)l > dvilizatim^ which 
arifjCf from the loweft of manktnd.being .faughti to 
r/44[i.bttt not to train ihcm up. ^^Ufe^ but chc nisr*^/ 
Itf J^A^r. Their hffin . fliould be the icpportance of 
iliduftry wuh. regard to^botb worldi ; that the price cf 
happineft is /^^^r, and that.men$>alydiang^ their. objcd. 
Therefore I would eftabli(hy^^J[r wherein children ihouid 
turn their hands to every worky tools being provided, 
adapted to their flrengtb. '. It is alnazitig how fboit 
labor may become fweet, and ferve as a pajlinu. Have 
you not obferved hgw children dam up a puddle ; build 
a houfe of (ticks and fiones \ drive each other as borfes, 
as wellasfpin^ knit, darn, and do a thouiand eftket 
things ? Would it not be right to favor this propenfity^^n 
order to render them in fome degree proficients, according 
to their inftru(5tion and ability^ even before they can be 
placed out in the world I 

For the fame reafon I would keep m pariflf cbU<- 
dren iu great cities s they are . wanted poly, for dooKftiQ 
iervice, but become lels capable of laborious offices^ 
aod lefs ufeful through their whole liven. . ./ -r r 

. ' The difpofal of a little money in providing iiieir 
early inftru&i$ny as I am jppw fuppoiing to be pn^^ 
cable, efpecially in cafes wherein parents* are dca4» 
or ignorant, or vicious; or where, they are not {Hit 
in a train of making proper and early io)prc0iom-(Mi 
their children, is an obje^^ worthy the confidcii^tiiii^ 
of the trueft friends of their country and matukiod* 

The 



Hmt .-A^ «i^ iK;«d[/«M( wmk^JbHtU .M0tiat2.^fXt.%, fiiangp 
iBfOtlon tethecminify liwpf^AiM^ vriiicb fett jnduflif 
and pietf'aft^lnftdf o£:ipariafic«^s^«aiKl ftcn an opinjont 
that (bnte oFthefefeQ^m*^ aid^ theyrooepi^ ^ ftnfyb^ 
mntbmt t^afb^^ in m Ikcra! lifide, ^md confe^ttendy dMR 
thejrtkr iiothiiigrbitt firayi^ lo «¥oid this mifl-alrey toa 
lii«njiieffti»rprft]F nor iMrkri Mtny, who aever pca^ 
I fearavellie^tetidli dlroneSwaiMl ^tke noft worthl^ 
VMinbdii of ibe community..- 

*>' '.There 19 as p^t an imiign^pn in imieft: minds, 
4ttbfmt to\eOnjtfieflfi^nti^wtiejK they ^an enjoy liberty, m 
MtkK IMi^mhttkvjJlixy.Qm wocki therdbre to.4rag Qusk 
to workhoufes, who occafionally a& a iinaU ail^^^^^p^ 

tbey.btlrorbeen' ju(Bdvrp.jwork, as xdu^aatlg, as tfiofe 
wba>ire nnufbd ;tp h\ot ehoarfutty accept of aajr terms^ 
providad tKe^ nuffr ia4iKlge-'th|sir iqrfotencf. . b ia ibero* 
fpKa pf'ilbo nitmoft ooiUottMicip^flo 4ifti«g«ttfli 4Kdm9 
«td charaAtrt^^f and 'treat . duMii^ with teadctficA) >aa4 
J«dgme«t«f Aa«iaich4^)cadiPA«hisiaiUe tow9rdfitf4^ 
iaitfrodtfpofid ofi^paiifk-i»t$f%;«8 iaithe <^t. o/ifanifc 
cne^ari/h offijaerj is vigilant, loercifttU and int^ligeQt, 
and. biiriasi only 10. ia .too ; andnnQtber of a cofitcaiy 
phavaA^ fisfteis 90 to tfadr rtms^iifefif^ . . /; 

! «: Any kind of Jahor ia better tban.^ione. Bv^fpififUiig^ 
tdttmgy ian^:^9)edoingyt%w^ AaMond: .when, wt.if^; <{» 
^rM2iy.ik&^^r^c4ia(f ir a<hcw«dle(3 Adhi of empiiqigmieiit* 
It was the policy of die great cuAaayrfm^i^Jliri Bpm 
iBMs oreqiMW ihfwUJuMri • tmtoirdle JMrr ilM^^hey 
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Kvecka* The one proceedt ffom the ;i»art that Ikth 
ac<)iuiaeance with the great lord of the imiirerfe^.'dB. 
p^^oTf that which feeka applaufe of achildifli wultttuda 

If .we forget that, the beams of the fun axe ttoie 
cffeatialito bappinef8.tbaa the brilliaiicy of thediamoiid; 
'mod the lioapid flream .more yaluablo.tfaan tbe: rkhcft 
juice of the grape :. If we forget that a heart gUden^ 
with innocency is incomparably, beyond aU tbe triuospbi 
of tbe proudeft equipage and perfonal furniture, or the 
moft fumptuous repaft^ which tradt can furniih : In a 
wordy if we forget that the command of die. riches of 
{he whole earthy and all the enjoyments they can fumilb) 
are any thiag raore^ in the great view of our cxiftence, 
than a prol^ation for another ftate where only there is 
permanency ) from that moment, whether as a nat)oA» 
or as individuals, we are fbbjeA to become a prefto 
vain defires and delufivebopes^ and to periih bjr^Mirown 
imaginations. 

• This is a dodrioe which weido not attend to, tho* 
it is in eflFea the duty of the nun.wi:^ dmjfiim 
to underftand it clearly ; and the lord, or . geatlelaan, 
<I^e merchant or mechanioy who< imagiofis <h« Jhath any 
<3^her.mtereft of fo mwk confequey^iccy isiurelyoaiftaikcqu 

Buit befide^ ^b^ paffions and aj^etites qf meiH n^bid^ 
Jkad,them into, temptation, where theur r^aJhaJiem/P 
be oftien too weak to ceflrain them y oritheis coialqiqaf^ 
^s viqlate4 by the force they putoi^ k| ii;i trade; ijhesf is 
an adventitiouapaffion> th^ lave 9f gmMi in wtu(4& Sismo^ 
^ a fballer iha^e^ yet ^y habit it qperate^^if ftiVftAgllf 
jw^q^hcr, -...,, ^::.-y:.,' J.. .■.^,..-^~^ 

As 
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>.aJ^ ^frefipsb^^ Uhrty id tbe objed for whfch we 
• 'wi(b:«o live, col-; dar« to die; and^ ftii^y examintd^ « 
iris tbeiitft' concern of ttttj individual to preferve b}^ 
neighbor, whether it coft hinnf a little more 0t lefs. 
.The further hedeparts from chi> rule, the m^re hemny be 
^nfidered aa htfam^' or forfeiting l|iis right of protediotl^ 
if not, in fad, an enemy to the oommonwealdi. 
' This, at leaft, is the language of philofephy, aifd 
^dte true idea of liberty: and freedom is eilential to 
iour conimerce, as commerce to our fupport, on our 
>preieDt phn of national greatnefs. The laboring patt 
4ii o«r fellow^fubje^ being without trade, would fiiik 
.hitb greater pbverty; and people of propctty be con- 
^mtned to change their mode of living. But ir is ti^ 
>gold nor filver, nor fplendid att^, nor even induftrjr 
aiooe, which can fupport a nation in freedom oir 
jn power, -"k i| viHmus enjhms attiUMnmurt^ Thefe 
are the guardian angels of liberty and laws : Without them 
optilency is bttta-fliaekieto bind andenilave, though it 
!te' made with g^ld' or adamant. • 
7^ M6d<iefatidil ill our^fires-of gain, and temperance in 
tiiir tojit^entsV a^e th^'parehts of -mutosdjuftice, ind 
^ eflehtiai to' the weHkre.of a t^kmtyy as to the fafbty of 
^fiui. ^'^Hir thdfiHiikethhdJieto be fi^jBM rm hi innocent.'* 
"This wasWe mfixim df a-matt 'df the moft coMim^atf^ 
^^prt<»e#iif aiid if ^# htfve dif^^V^ed, opofi the whole of 
^inr ekiftence its ii hatioh, oriu individuals, thut wetltk 
y^Xi ^ifi^f i\\ rtit ends of national welfkre; it is an 
iflda^Sr9i^^r0fv/nfS^/6h d^&gadty of ancient times; and 
more amazing ftill th^t we (houldy^Mirr our wediSi. 
^^ Wo 
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We aie apt to be prodigal in our curfis of a mtmikr 
eC ftate, who but feems to cred trophies on the ruins rf 
the people ; or in other words, to promote any privatt 
iotcreft by practices injurious to the public welfare. Yet 
we are mighty apt to forget that whatever is applicabfe 
to a miniftefy muft boU fix any frioou many who n 
his fevcral relations is the caufe of the fufferinga of the 
poor in particular, or of his country in general. 

It b apparent in the eye of coromoa fenfe, that the 
liberty, and confequently the fplendor and fafety of this 
nation, depend on thp virtue of individuals as nmch itf' 
their traffic as in any other inftance; for it is in -the 
power of any private niant who is mafter of a large fiir- 
tune^ to a£t fuch a part either by luyin^ or ielling, a» to 
create diftre(s or prevent it, and confequently to drii^ 
people into dangerous pra<3ices. / . . i 

Even in cafes not extremely flagrant, attempts to prp^ 
vent the free courfe of traffic, operate as a violation cm 
liberty* Where private intereft predominates over pubUe 
good, it is apt to raife indignation even tp th/ecootempf^* 
of all danger: and thus felf-Iove operates, either t(^ 
prcferve^ or to deftroy . When a real fcarcity prevails (xm. 
which it would be folly to fuppofe we are not fubjc^l 
the people who enjoy one common freedom^ forg^uuig 
its proper bounds, or not conceiving the real, tn^^u 
things, may hardly be kept in fubmiffion to .th^ fowfinl^. 
their country } and a leiTer evil may bring on a«gii^tqr« 
Hence it is evident that liberty, not fupported by v.ic|H(^^ 
tends to its own diiTulution, in the, very circuinA^nfitt^ 
wberc it i$ mio& vranted. {t is not. kw^ .^loa^ ^ill.. 

. avail 
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tyaal ust' diefe are sdmirable weapons in the hinds 
of thci firong, hut tveak defences in the j)ofleflk»i ofdie 
i*i^» ■ . ■■■■'•'-■,■ 
: A fpirk of glin i», however, a vital principle in a 
tn»ding country, and if iris checked without difcretioai 
h^th it andvireedom wiU ficken and droop together, and 
hri^g: on , manjr of the iame . mifebevous effeds, as the 
want of induftry.. Nothing reqaires freedom fo much 
a^;Coa»inerce : and we have 'need of the more friimti 
virtue, from die confideratioa that ^^ Guilt fticks as 
olofe to buying and felling as the nail Which is driven 
between two itones." 

If w^t confideringourlEbliresasthe fuh^Sts of a Bmited 
monarchy, prefuoie beyond meafurc, we fhall forget that 
weape creatures ^itccountable to our Maker and fovereign 
Lord, whofe power is without fimit. Our anions may 
pafs unexanitned here by any earthly tribunal ; but this 
in^l iiot juftify our extortions : be t^ey grtsur m- lefs 
than imagined^ they muft be accounted for. If our con- 
fcieaces grof# callous,' we fhall facrifice only ^ the altars 
of pnde or dpdriie'% and the mbft glorious^ fabric of 
gbvernoifht^ ever ereded by human art, wH be brought' 
dowh'tb tfaecoinmon level of human mifery. 

In iemy viav^ if we do not poife the balance of free- 
dom and commerce with the hand of virtue and benevo- 
lence, the weight of vice will preponderate. 

Nochkig can:be more felf-evident than that trade re- ' 
€!^vit^ fritdm'^^' but it is no lefs apparent that true free- ' 
dam tiibift be diftinguilbed- frotn ^^z^. Our forefathers, - 
in die infiittcy of trade, made laws againfl the various 
^ ^ modes 
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nodes of motual oppreffion ; and perbap, under prefisg 
ciicumftances, that migb t be then deemed oppreflioD, wUch 
is not fuch. In chofe days we did not enjoy fo OMick 
Hberty as at .preficnt ; and in procefs of time as fivedoBi 
has hardly known any limits, fo long as plenty aboniMU 
•d) the n^ir fmrfiui of gnn has anfwered our met 
fimguine wiflies. Our laws, refpeAing buying aad-feilmi 
the neceflaries of life, haying thus been confidered as e^ 
folate, the revival of them has iboething more ^ terssr 
than of any law which comes new from the htndi 
of the legiflator. The hunger of the poor, crying aloudi 
has awakened us^ yet the only counterpoife we can find ibr 
the avarice of one, where it exifts to any mifchievous 
degree, is the generolity of another; and that as pRH 
fefied dealers demand a price beyond what the produce-ef 
the labor of the poor will aiferd, the lord or gentlemaa, 
or landlord, turns^ealer himfelf, with a view to coonter* 
aft his tenant, and fet the commodity at a rmfmMt 
price. 

If we depart from that principle by which we ffcre 
enriched, namely a difRifive kind of independency, ws 
ihall in the ifiue outwit ourfelves. If the landlord fetctiii 
fo much land as may be in fomemeifare equal to his fiqp- 
port, and lets out parts to inferior tenants, rnduflryoiiy 
have a greater fpur by profit, and liberty a better fop*' 
port from geiierofity ; private neceffity m%j urge eitfy 
one to aftion, and no ont accumulate a :pQfWcr''de* 
ftruftive of the conunonwealth. This indeed reqag i ci 
great attention, on the part of the landlord, for the Itth 
provementx>f his eftate, and the cdHeCtioft of his rehbi | 
but is not this hh rtaly trusy and prsper ht/hag/i^ as a 

member i 



f 225 ] 

meiftber of the rommunity^? If erccy landlord rum mad 
after the luxury and- emoluments of , a court, his rich 
-tenant will follow his example, and ^fpire alfo at being 
^U brd'y and thus it is demonftrable from reafon and ex- 
perience, that in procefs' of time the glory of the land, in 
the number of people living in an induftrious indepen- 
^dent'ftate, will be loft; and we (hall become as moft 
other nations are, coinpofed of very high and very low, 
opulent lords and miferable vaflals, 
. We feem to be fenfihle of this, and that we muft 
. makefome arrangement to prevent that ' convulfive dif- 
temper which luxury has introduced. This is neceflary 
tto great wealth and a habit of indulgence. If vrc have vir- 
tue enough to corre<9; ourfelves in time, and to think of 
comfort and fafety^.as well as parade and luxurious en- 
joyments, we can hardly fail of the great end in view. 

I remember a ftory which I heard in my early days of 
life, and which made a deep impreffion on my mind, 
being bred a merchant, concerning the alliance of bene- 
«volence, juftice and liberty. In the traffic of mankind. 

A certain perfon who had been one of the fsarmers of 
. the revenue in France, had acquired a fortune, fufficient 
to enable him to command the price of bread at Paris. 
yHe bought up vaft quantities of corn ; but to cloak his 
defign, he ufed the names of other people who were 
^ agents under him. In coniequence of this meafure the 
inhabitants of Paris were greatly diftreffed. Their mur- 
murings reached the ears of Cardinal Richluuy who, if I 
remember right, was then prime minifter in that coun- 
try. He inunediately fent for this gentleman monopb* 

G g lizer, 
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lizcr, and he came in fuch a rich garb, and fuch a gilded 
chariot, as fuch a pcrfon, being a Frenchman^ nnight be 
fuppofcd to ride in. After making the gentleman attend 
fome time to ruminate on the bufinefs he might poflibly 
be fent for, his Eminency gave order for his admittance, 
and afked him, whether he dealt in corn? he anfwered, 
** No : I had formerly the honor to ferve his Mojejly in 
farming part of his revenues^ and I now live upon the little 
fortune I pojpfs." Upon this the Cardinal took him to 
the window, and pointing to the fine chariot which 
ftood in the court yard, afked him whofe it was ? — the 
gentleman bowed, as you may imagine, expelling a com- 
pliment upon the elegancy of his tafle, and fatisfied his 
Eminency of what he knew very well before. <* />^///* 
fays the Cardinal, " on the fpot where that chariot Jiantts^ 
will a gallows be ere^ed ; and if bread is not at a price to- 
morrow (which he mentioned) ycu Jhallbe hanged upon //, 
which is all I have to fay to youy^ and then took his leave 
with the politcjfe of a Frenchman. The bread fell ac- 
cordingly to the price limited, and the gentleman favcd 
his neck. 

Now you will give me leave to fuppofe that the inha- 
bitants of that city being, from this moment, fo much the 
lefs afraid of feeing their children flarved by the cruelty 
of exaction, thought themfclves happy under an arbitrary 
government. The law of nature forbids that people fhall 
be flarved, and the fupreme magiflrate is juflly fliled 
with us, Salus Pcpulorum j and the prefervation of the 
people being the end of government, it can never bs 
thought that one has a right derived from his focial 

flatc, 
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ftatc, to revel in excefs, when another is ftarving : yet 
private vindictive jufticej whether in the gentleman that 
punlfhes by the fword, for crimes of a more fantaftic 
nature, -which the laws deride^ or take no cognizance of; 
or the Plebeanj who refents the injury he receives from" 
the avarice of his rich neighbor, both wrefting the fword 
out of the hand of the magiftrate, - muft bring on very 
pernicious confequences, and when extended to numbers, 
fubvert the beft formed government that ever exifted. 

How to draw the line fo as to leave freedom to trade, 
liberty to the people, and obtain a benevolent exercife 
of juftlce to individuals, is one of the moft arduous tafks 
which can be the fubje6l of political enquiry. And if 
what is fhort in the power of Jaws, is not made up by 
the virtue of individuals, /. e. the law ofconfcience^ either 
arbitrary government muft take place, or what is worfc, 
anarchy and confufion. 

Thus it is that vice deftroys liberty, as moft of the 
nations in the world have experienced to their forrovi^ 
Whether thefe evils arc greater or lefs with us, we muft 
live in hopes of a remedy. But if in fuch inftances, as 
the cafe of the infant /wr, wc fufFer the growing genera- 
tion to die, whether provifions be dear or cheap, under 
a notion that we cannot afford to keep them alive, we 
fhall certainly cut down the tree to gather the fruit. 
We may revel upon the favings to-day, but we (ball 
perifti to-morrow. 

The extremity of cold and the extremity of heat ope- 
rate on the human frame in a manner equally pernicious. 
Avarice and extravagancy create rapacioufnefs s and a 
G g 2 rapa- 
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or to provide for it, if it fhould pleafe providence to 
call us again to arms. The deftrudion of one man 
ibmetimes proves the bepefit of another : and fo far as 
this is in the order of providence, we not only acquiefce, 
but virhilfl we lament what appears to be an evil to pne» 
wc thank heaven for the good which arrives to another. 

In regard to war, which we ihould always remember, 
a^ an evil almoft infeparable from the ftate of humaa 
life, many profit by it ; many wijh for it, all muft provide 
for it* If we can be made to underftand, pradlically, 
that it is a calamity with which it pleafes heaven to 
chaftife mankind, and that we live under the happiefi: 
government on earth, which muft be guarded, it will 
naturally lead us all to contentment and fuhmi^on to 
providence, and not render us lefs eager in making our- 
felves ready, though unwilling to draw our fwords till 
ncceffity requires. But if we behold our fellow-fubjeds 
amafling vaft fortunes at the expence of the nation, and 
the injury of individuals, fuch practices are fo dangerous 
to a free plan of government, that the next ftep is to 
cry out for arbitrary power, as the leaft evil of the 
two. I am yours, &c. ^ 

The great Importance of paying off a cox^derahle Part of the 
National Debty as the only Means of relie^ingtbg Nation^ 

LETTER XXXVII. 

WHAT doth It avail to complain of the excejEEV^ 
price of the neceflaries of life, unleis we 
re£tify the vices and intemperance, or political delufions^ 

which 
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which have occafioned their being fo high ; and the 
calamitous confeqtienccs of war, which have confirmed 
the evil. If we miean to acquire a permanency as z free 
and an honeft people, no fund fhould, I think, exift a 
longer term than five years after'a war, beyond a certain 
Ihnitation, the intereft of wtftch fhould not exceed 
above a fixth, or at liioft a fifih part of the revenues of 
the nation. What' « beyond' it Teems to have a ten- 
dency to dcftrdy the freedom, the juftice, the credit, 
and the fafety of the nation, both with regard to our- 
fclves at home, and our connexions with the people of 
thoftj countries with whom we trafic, or are occafionally 
involved in war. 

It muft be cdnfefled that every man pays according 
to his confumption, yet the produce of our funds, and 
the produce of our lands, are equal with regard to the 
laboring pari nf the nation^ who are the firft to be con- 
fidered, but in efFeft receive emoluments diredlly from 
neither. * -^ 

The glory of our country, the happy produce of 
our induftry, and our prolific foil, feem to fliine forth 
inoft in the vaft numbers of people in the middle con- 
dition, fome advancing towards the higher ranks, fome 
declining to the lower ftations, fome poor, yet all 
Jiving, or might live, in comfort, partaking of plenty. 
If trade, and the cultivation of the arts of peace, leads 
fome into ; imprudence or misfortunes, our laws make 
provifions for diftreffes of every kind. Tht great feldom 
wamt friends, the fesr have their parifti-rates and 
hofpitals ; and where . fhall we find fuch a fpirit of 

benignity 
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benignity as in the mercantile world ! The rigor of 
our feafons can hardly plunge' the poor into infup- 
portable calamities) provided they will labor. Yet if 
they are fubjeA to heavy taxes, which are paid away^ in 
a very large proportion, for the intereft of a vaft public 
debt, fuch an accumulation of property in the hands 
of individuals of the higher clafTes, has a natural ten- 
dency to fubvert the plan of univerfal plenty. And, 
as in the courfe of time the ftate is become debtor in a 
heavy fum, the intereft of which cannot be paid with- 
out bearing liard on the middle ranks and loweft part 
of the people, it is moft apparently our duty to examine 
minutely, by what equitable means, a due portion of 
fuch vaft property may revert to the Jlatey in order that 
government may hold the balance of that power which 
the order of providence ordained for the welfare of 
mankind. In the mean while it becomes the intereft of 
thefe vaft proprietors of the national property, to con- 
fider that it arofe from the charge of defending the 
whole body of the people, and their property ; and that 
they cannot be paid but by the maintenance and fupport 
of fuch fubjeSs as are not fecurable, but by the firm 
eftabliftiment of government, which cannot bear lo 
heavy a load for any length of time : therefore they muft 
change the quality of the property, and leften the 
quantity of it, efpccially when they difcover how this 
may be done, fo as to render it to all intents and pur- 
pofes the more valuable. 

Whatever 
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Whatever benefit the poor receive by the reduSion of 
the price of their confumption^ the rich will neceffarily 
enjoy in proportion to theirs. 

We ^re arrived to fuch a degree of unequal diftribii- 
tion, that our common parent is Ijiiecome dependent on 
fome of her rich children, which obliges her to draw 
riches out of the f^yeat of the poorer part of the famiily, to 
gratify the lawful demands of the richer. This is the nature 
of our enormous public debt ; and it calls fo loud for a 
remedy, that nothing lefs than taxes, \^hich affed): real 
property^ where it exifts, can reftore the true power of 
gove^rnment. For if the rich continue as it were to wring 
from the hands of the poor, any coniiderable part of the 
produce of their labor, the event cannot be happy. 

Near four millions and a half, paid to the public 
purfe, revert to indhidualsy and yet thefe fpend more than 
their income ! Being fo rich, as creditors of the ftate, 
we feem to think only of our ability of expence, 
arifing from that credit, and not of our obligation as 
debtors^ ftanding in the place of the Jiate^ to which we 
are fubjeflsp Many of us who have large incomes, 
are in diftrefs, and it is no wonder, if we go to market 
with little prudence, and lefe ready money j the con- 
fequence of this is, that we often pay 20 per cent, for 
provifion« more than they are worth. The common 
people will therefore find it difficult to obtain the 
necefiaries of life within the compafs of the produce 
of their labor. The higher ranks having accumulat- 
ed a vaft property, firft run up the price of land, and 
then give whatever is demanded for the produce of it, 
H h which 
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which becomes the eftabliflied prices of things. The re- 
medy of both evils is obvious ; but when we hear it, wc 
depart like the young man in the parable, except that wc 
are not diftrefled in mind on the occafion, as he is repre- 
fented to have been, confciousof being difinclined to do 
the thing his reafon mod: approved. 

How is it pofSble for the ftate to pay, but by the 
' labors of the field, the fhop, and the loom ? Thefc, 
by a natural train of confequences, are the only re- 
refources. But if we go beyond the ftrength of the 
laboring part of the people, to keep the wheel of com- 
Iherce in a quick and regular motion, the leaft ftop will 
render the objeft fliort of its prefent value. How far their 
ftrength may or can go, we may partly judge from their 
complaints, fo far as we know them to be juft. 

The public debty Kke the public welfare^ is often treated 
as an obje£l for which no one is accountable : and fo 
long as the intereft is punSually paid, the principal 
is vendible, and all is welL But in the mean time, the 
debtoTy who, as I have obferved, has a very large and 
refpedable family, means to provide for all her children, 
and to render them all eafy, free, and happy ; but fiic 
finds hcrfelf very untowarcBy circumfcribed. As a lady of 
honor, fhe fhu^flers at the thought of felling her eAate 
to Jlrangers. Her affliflion for having already mortgaged 
it fo deep, and particularly to foreign creditors, 'di- 
fturbs her fleep. She wiflies to find the means 'of 
paying them oiF, as the lefler evil, if (he could 
borrow of her neareft relations for this purpofe. rfer 
honor forbids her to think of any unfair means : Her 

connections 
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connexions arc great and powerful : Her eftate is 
yrprthjive times as much as fheowes, and ten times as 
much as flie needs pay off: It is the tnierejl of her friend's 
and relations^ who have vaft fortunes, to affift her in the 
moft powerful manner 5 yet, by zJIrangefataUty^y (he is left 
involved in difficulties ! 

It is evident, thofe who have no property or patrimony, 
but health and labof, cannot make a transfer of any, and 
a debt, which upon a principle of the inability of a 
debtor never can be paid, is a bad debt. Now con- 
fider this lady as our own dear mother and common 
parent, who has been moft kind and tender to us, and let 
us fee how we treat her. The rich 2^xtfpending awaj^ 
without attending to her real Atuation, which alone can 
render her debt good, namely, a proper provifion for the 
payment of a confiderable portion of it. 

If any fliould be conftrained to receive their money, or 
a large part of it, and fufter inconveniences, not know- 
ing what to do with it, the confideration is of no 
weight, compared to the welfare of the laboring part of 
the people. Thefe are our fellow-fubjefls, and entitled 
to great regard : on them we primarily depend for 
the coat we wear, and every morfel of bread we eat ; 
therefore to raife them from a fl^te of depreffion and 
forrow, where they are really depreffed, to vigor, health, 
and gladnefs, is in eiFe6t raifing ourfelyes; and thus 
virtue will become its own reward. Such a conduft 
will not fail of producing the greateft good, and the 
whole face pf this country will thus recover a be- 
nignant afpedl. As for the part of the debt, which 
H h 2 tiiay 
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▼iduals : and we might alfo foon lay by ibme millions 
for an emergency. 

Will this be like putting out our eftates to nurfe?. 
Such a method has been found effe^ual in fimilar cir- 
cmnftances of private perfons, when all other expcdieaU 
ha\*e failed : and if it were fo, being our own nuffes, 
we (boulJ not be negligent, and might hope fpon tore- 
cover the health of our diftempend fortums. 

If fuch virtue is not to be acquired by the pure dicy 
tates of reafon and confcience, let us folicit for a rational 
feftratnt, rather than oppofe any falutary law which 
may be devifed. Let us try to make a virtue of Tuceffitji, 
The indulgence of providence will not be the lefs exr 
tended to us. 

It was by virtue, liberty and induflry, our fatbep 
caught us to afcend the meridian heights of earthly 
glory ! «May not our vices and libertinifm, and 
lore of eafc, bring us again into poverty, darkneis, 
and flavery ? Our circumftances require vigilance and 
lefolution, to refift the torrent of luxury and expence» 
which have nearly thrown down all difiindioas. So 
many bafk in the beams of affluence, their intclleStiisi 
fight is become impaired by the force of it. 

If we exert the good fenfe and virtue for which oiir 
fathers have been renowned in feveral ages paft, we 
ihall think ferioufly on what we are, and what we fnfg 
he. Having learnt our own leflbn, we (hall teach ittP 
our children ; and conflder whether it be a :politi- 
cal opinion, and partial regard, or a real and in^ell^^jit 
Ztsl for our country, >Yhicl^ gives a bias to our thought^. 
4 It 
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.^ It cannot be prudent to wait, till necejftty comes like 
an armed man, and difables us from doing juftice to our-^ 
fehresi that is, to our country^ I truft we {hall open our 
eyes to a perfe6l difcernment of our true intereft, aad 
learn how tO' rttnncb in the moft familiar manner. Bjr 
fucfa means we may = pay nearly equal to a tenth of oujr 
income^ £o that in the courfe of ten years we may pay 
ofF at it2Skfixty or ferenty millbns; and thus by our ability 
for war prevent it. This will be a happier circumftancc 
to our children than paying off a private mortgage of 
^ proportionate Turn, fuppofing an eftate fo incumbered. 
This to all appearance will prove the only effeSual re- 
cnedy againft the internal and :external evils which befet 
us; not fpecuJative^ hut fubjlantial cv\lsy which muft be 
removed, or we fliall be involved in a labyrinth of diflEL- 
culties. 

Perhiaps the fuppofition of a payment of fuciy million^ 
ill tenyti^rsy may appear to you as romantic a propoAtioA 
as to do it in ten days : but cortfider. Sir, that in about 
half this time we run in debt ifhove fixty millions, and 
that every day we live, we are but half the ftatc we 
imagine ourfelves to be, whilft half our revenue is di- 
verted to ufes foreign to the power and ftrcngth of the 
'flate. We nmay alfo fuppofe it probable, that in the 
, courfe of ten or fifteen years, we fliall be involved in a 
"war, the cxpence of which it is impoffible to limit; yet 
we are bound in reafon and common fenfe to provide for 
it. But this nieafure, as I have faid, will operate ftronger 
to prevent war, than any thing we can do. In propor- 
tion as we demonftrate wifdom and pecuniary ftfength, 
our enemies will be afraid to provoke us to arms. 

We 
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benignity as in the mercantile world ! The rigor of 
our feafons can hardly plunge^ the poor into infup- 
portable calamities, provided they will labor* Yet if 
they are fubjeA to heavy taxes, which are paid away^ in 
a very large proportion, for the intereft of a vaft public 
debt, fuch an accumulation of property in the hands 
of individuals of the higher clafTes, has a natural ten- 
dency to fubvcrt the plan of univerfal plenty. And, 
as in the courfe of time the fiate is become debtor in a 
heavy fum, the intereft of which cannot be paid with- 
out bearing liard on the middle ranks and loweft part 
of the people, it is moft apparently our duty to examine 
minutely, by what equitable means, a due portion of 
fuch vaft property may revert to the JlatCy in order that 
government may hold the balance of that power which 
the order of providence ordained for the welfare of 
mankind. In the mean while it becomes the intereft of 
thcfe vaft proprietors of the national property, to con- 
fider that it arofe from the charge of defending the 
whole body of the people, and their property ; and that 
they cannot be paid but by the maintenance and fupport 
of fuch fubjeSs as are not fecurable, but by the firm 
eftabliftiment of government, which cannot bear (o 
heavy a load for any length of time : therefore they mufi 
change the quality of the property, and leflen the 
quantity of it, efpccially when they difcover how this 
may be done, fo as to render it to all intents and pur- 
pofes the more valuable. 

Whatever 



[ «4i 1 

,^orn-tcadc, nafnclyi their hov^I power. Toju^g^from ' 
jpaft eye;nts^ they will one day enter into conteft with us 
' op (his ^r^iclPf thoug;b ,t]lK final iflu^ Qiuft be the miier/ 
ipf pi^e or other, of the two countries^ perhaps of botb^ 
^hen both might cfijqy tbe Jfmilep of Heaven, and be- 
come the glory of nations. 

When a ftat^ is fufferipg, every individual, who docs 
not fympiathize with it, deferves not the name of a good 
fubje(Si. On tbe other band, whatever example or pre- 
pept tends to tbe eftablifhment oST government, for the 
|ak,e of the good which attends it, abflradled from the 
evil which may be dreaded, has fometbing fo generous 
^nd beneficent to mankind as muft engage their atten- 
tion. Peace and plenty can flourifb only where good or- 
der and due fubordiaation ar« the ruling principles of 
men's anions : And the fame turn of mjnd which in- 
duces us to befriend thofe below us, will lead us to pray 
fo;: the fucce^ and happinefs of thofe whom Providence 
has appointed to rule aod government. . 

Truth and jujiice^ religion and piety^ are the objefts 
witbbut which we muft ultimately fall. Let us implore 
the Deity that thefe may be eftablifhed in this land ia 
every circumftance, that the poor may enjoy life, and 
their due portion of fuqh plenty and cgmfort as the 
Author of nature prefents them wben they obey his 
law& 

If therefore we are not Jtck of liberty, nor think vir- 
tue Wff, let us be virtuouSy that we may be frte ; and 
gratefulf that we may not be reje^d of Heaven as un- 

I i worthy 
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We may ilfo conclude from the modern hiftory of 
our country, that in proportion as our trade is prefervd 
by means of fo prudential a meafure, our merchadts, 
biifbandmen, and manufadurers, will be die lefs tempted 
to clamor for war, or even to wijb for it ; whereat If 
trade declines very much, we may be induced to fumrd^ 
in hopes of acquiring riches, and mending our condition, 
though experience fo conftantly proves the nunout 
efEcds of the tvrath of nations. 

What is y^rvnf is gained i and ai nothings delights m 
more than gaifty nothing can aflfbrd fo fair a profpe& of 
keeping us in humor, as being free of fo heavy a charge. 
It is demonftrable that the paying off ba^ our debt 
will enrich us very much, not in a pecuniary view 
only, but in our rmmiers of men^ as it will not only 
. encourage marriage, but upon the principle of its pie- 
venting war, it will fave the flower of our laboring 
{people for the more rational ends of promoting tbe 
arts of peace, and domeftic felicity. 

It feems to be a general complaint that we want 
hands, in order that more land be cultivated, and ma* 
nufa£tures rendered cheaper. In the mean time our 
neighbors are not afleep ; they are encoufaging agricul- 
ture, [a) and will become our rivals in the produce of our 
richeft mine, $ur C9m-irade\ and they will flourilh by 
the arts of peace at home, perhaps more than when they 
had vaft uncultivated dominions in America. But there 
is no anfwering for their prudence, that they wiD 
not call us to arms, from their emulation in a circum- 
ftanccof a yet more interefling nature to us than our 

(a) Sec tht French king*! edid in July 1764. 

cora<^ 
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,^Drn-tf;adc, natnelyi xhtxt jurwfl fouuer. Toju^gofrom ' 
paft eye;nts, they will one day enter into conteft with lu 
op this 4rticl^» thoug;h tjhe final UTu^ Qiuft be the miier/ 
ipf we, qr oth.er. of the two countries, perhaps of botb^ 
wheii both oiiight eiypjr tbe Jfmilep of Heaven, and be- 
come the glory of mtionu 

When a ftate is fuffering^ every individual, who docs 
not fyni^piathize With it, deferves QOt the name of a gaoi 
fubje(Si. On the other band, whatever example or pre* 
pept tends to the eftablifhment oST government, for the 
lake of the good which attends it, abflradled from the 
evil which may be dreaded, has fomething fo generous 
^nd beneficent to mankind as muft engage their atten- 
tion, Peace and plenty can flourifb only where good or- 
der and due fuborcjiaatipn are the ruling principles of 
men's anions : And the fame turn of mind which in- 
duces us to befriend thofe b4^w us, will lead us to pray 
fo;: the (ucce^ and happinefe of thofe whom Providence 
has appointed to rule aod government. . 

Truth and jujiice^ religion and piety^ are the objei^ 
without which we muft ultimately fall. Let us implore 
the Deity that thefe may be efbblifhed in this land in 
every circumftance, that the poor may enjoy life, and 
their due portion of fji}<;h plenty and comfort as the 
Author of nature prefents them when they obey his 
law& 

If therefore we are not Jick of liberty, nor think vir« 
tue vain^ let us be virtuous^ that we may be frte-y and 
grateful^ that we may not be reje^ed of Heaven as un- 

I i worthy 
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We majr ilfo conclude from the modem hiflory of 

our country, that in proportion as our trade is prifervej 

by means of fo prudential a meaAire, our merchantSi 

huibandmen, and manufadurers, will be the lefs tempted 

to clamor for war, or even to wi/b for it ; whereat U 

trade declines very much, we may be induced to qumrr^ 

I* 
in hopes of acquiring riches, and mending our condition, 

though experience fo conftantly proves the nunow 

effe£b of <be wraih of nations. 

What is fcpued is gained \ and ai nothings ddigbts us 
more than gatHy nothing can afibrd fo fair a profpefi 6f 
keeping us in humor, as being free of fo heavy ja charge. 

It is demonftrable that the paying off half our debt 
will ennch us very much, not in a pecuniary view 
only, but in our mnAirs of maty as it will not only 
. encourage marriage, but upon the principle of its pre- 
venting war, it will fave the flower of our laboring 
ipeople for the more rational ends of promotbg tfafe 
arts of peace, and domeftic felicity. 

It feems to be a general complaint that we want 
hands, in order that more land be cultivated, and ma- 
nufa£tures rendered cheaper. In the mean time our 
neighbors are not afleep ; thty are encoufagrng agricul- 
ture, (a) and will become our rivals in the produce of our 
richeft mine, mr cdm-trade; and they will flouriih by 
the arts of peace at home, perhaps more than when tfaejf 
had vaft uncultivated dominions in America. But there 
is no anfwering for their prudence, that they^ wiH 
not call us to arms, ffom their emulation in a circum- 
ftance'of a yet more interefting nature to us than our 

(a) Sec tht French lung's edid io July 1764. 

cojra*^ 
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.'^orn-tfi^de, na5[\e]y| thtiv navif I j^wer. Toju^g^from ' 
paft events, ^hey will one day enter into conteft with \^ 
on ^his ^rticl^y though t}>e^nal iiflu^ p;iuft be the miiery 
<pf p;je qr other, of the two countries, perhaps of both# 
yrhep both niight eiypy the jfipaile? of Heaven, and bc- 
coiTie the glor^ of nations. 

When a ftate is fuffering, every individual, who docs 
not fympathi?;e with it, deferves not the name of a good 
fubjedi. On the other band, whatever example or pre- 
cept tends to the eftabliihment oST government, for the 
fake of the good which attends it, abftra£led from the; 
evil which may be dreaded, has fomething fo generous 
^nd beneficent tp mankind as rauft engage their atten- 
tion. Peace and plenty can flourifh only where good or- 
der and due fubordinatipn are the ruling principles of 
men's anions : And the fame turn of mjnd which in- 
duces us to befriend thofe below us, will lead us to pray 
for the fucceiis and happinels of thofe whom Providence 
has appointed to rule acid government. . 

Truth and jujiice^ religion and pi^ty^ are the objeflt^ 
without which yre muft ultimately fall. Let us implore 
the Deity that thefe. may be eftablifbed in this land ia 
every circumftance, that the poor may enjoy life, and 
their due portion of ikgh plenty and comfort as the 
Author of nature prefents them when they obey his 
laws. 

If therefore we are not Jick of liberty, nor think vir«* 
tue vain, let us be virtuous, that we may be free ; and 
grateful, that we may not be reje^d of Heaven as un- 

I i worthy 
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With regard to thofc who arc proprietors of the funds 
for i^hieh the tiatioh ftandi bound, tbcy pay a propor- 
tion to their own payment of intereft, but many receive 
fifty times as much as they pay. This cannot be the 
the cafe of the laborer, Who has fio fucb property. He 
may receive an advanced price on bis hbor» but h^ Uvq 
\j foTiign as well as ^m^ir commerce ; and man/ are 
employed no longer than foreigners will take off our 
produce at the prices they cbufe to buy them at* . When 
this fails, we (hall all feel it, but the laboring part will 
be the firft to fall under the load. 

We bare for many years paft reafoned upon a prin- 
ciple, that the greater the dtmand^ the greater would he 
the quantity of any commodity brought to market -, and 
that the price would be cheap in proportion to the quaa- 
tity. But we have not computed what the earth m 
produce, nor from whence ||u muuy fhould arife to fay 
for the extraordinary conli)|niption beyond former tiroes : 
we have not reck6n€^vifi^ the drains of .provifiqns 
made for the fupplyv^/foreign markets; th#t xhf^fjj^ 
falhions in regard *t<o tilhge and pafturage, northf^j^if^ 
mency of feafonj}^ fo that we have reafoned on priD^ 
pies as deluiive jte^ltor luxury. 

We may mR^Mrfelves \ but it ia very 6bvJoi^ that 
the way by which all nations have grown richy is .the 
fame as that Which enriches private men. It wat .'parfi- 
mony enrich^ the United Provinces, and .wide .tli^m 
able to defend their liberties againft tbe ^nijb mnumibj^ 
and Franci. It was running in debt, and living high, 
which hrought them down again tp the level oi Ziom^ 
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f&fiy of merchants, Xt was the frugJilitjr of w fore&thcrs 
which mrichtd M9'; and it ^furelyrmuft. be a deltifion to 
imagtnc that the community^ which is. cojnpofiid of a 
litittiberof individuals, can remain rich by lejnainiijg ia 
^f, and corrtirtuiilg" to be extravagant whilft they. are 
barthencd with a heavy-load of inttr^ft* 

We hare feen great fortimea made in time pf warj 
fomc by the fpoils of the enemy; fome by the beavf ' 
tftarg^s 6f governmciTt The firft cannot happen m 
tiiifte of peate :. the laft is the evil we now deplore. 
In the mean while, to one who grows richer by ail 
imprbvement of his fortune, it is to be dreaded that 
fiue are gtdWing poorer by their expenccs. . If this be 
fb, wliat ti pfofpedl it affords for the common fafety ! 
Where Is the man who computes that his fliare of the 
debt IS To much, and defires to pay it off, that his rW- 

' dren may be unencumbered and happy^ and tht^poor re- 
lieved ? Oh the contrary, how few are there who do 
mi make the very yiiwr ejipwi !• if there was no fuch 

• 'dibt exiftifig ? Surely then wt ace under fome ftrangc 

"Ailufioft ! If fix 6r feven per ccftt, on our property, 

paid in fix ortcven yekrs, would make the remaining 93 

better worth no, than the loo^re naw worth 93:. if 

' this^ can be demonftrated^ what' a national infatuation 
do we Kve under! * , 

Without regard to tsms and ckarui^ the evils that 

"/m^ threaten us»are of'a natune, which if we attend 
'^0 then^', ur6 e^flly fliocking to the hearts and un- 
derftandingsofmen*. W^ arq in. a complicated Jcind 
<)f difoi-derl srifing from wani, but it is the want of 

:>' -'• virtue. 
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▼jrtae, not of refiuras. If by practices oJcuIated fu 
tbe accumulation of wealth, or the means of liYiiig ia 
lp!eAck>ry fucb confequences enfue as tend to oeprefs the 
lower clafie$ of tbe people, tbere is the utmofl reafoa to 
conclude that we are making rods to fcourge curfelves 
with \ becaufe if thofe claGTes are not preferved in fucb 
a ftate as to create tbe (ame conrumpticn of the prodace 
of the earth as they have been ufcJ to, and to live ia 
the (ame degree of comfort, it is impoi&ble that the fame 
emoluments will continue to arifc from property in la^df 
or money. 

Let us fesioufly observe by what rules of conduiS we are 
grown a great people, diflinguifhing wherein the cam- 
forts of the poor^ as well as the f^ndor of the rich were 
concerned, and adhere to fuch rules, marking the 
boundaries which experience now opens to view. 

Upon tbe whole, there is reafon to bope^ as our con- 
ftitution is framed on fo rational and virtuous a plan, 
the fenfe and virtue of the nation will be an over* 
. match for the folly and vice of it. A ftruggle we muft 
cxpedi, and perhaps it may laft for fome time; but 
ilill let us hope the wife and prudent i^e will predo- 
minate. 

The vilcft inftruments are fometimes made ufe of by 
providence for the wifcft and beft ends. Thofe who 
are virtuouHy inclined, will not do any harm ; their 
principles reftrain them ; yet to guard the well-meaning 
againft the prevalency of pernicious examples, is not 
lefs the bufmefs of the* Ilatefman than the prieft. TKc 
arms of heaven and earth are to be held up as terrors 

to 
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to thofc who are repugnant to good defighs, as wefl as 
thofe who are tempted' to ' diflriirb the peace of civii 
fociety. The objeft we ftand in moft need oF i$ 
Smperance, An unwarrantable diefire of gain, or powcr^ 
or the habit of gratifying an opinion, will create a law- 
lefs fpirit of oppofitionV and one national evil, of a lefs 
magnitude, Will entail another of a greater. Nor is the 
true caufe always underffood : wheni we come to ex- 
amine the matter radically, we (hall find a greater 
wafitonnefs in our humor, than an urgent call from our 
dijlreji, I would not be underftood, that this humor is 
in no fenfe to be gratified, much lefs that there is n§ 
dijirefs ; but one may oblerve a fimiliarity cif manniers 
run through a nation ; and the peafant and the noble 
being equally free, if thie rich are prodigal in their 
enjoyments, the poor wilT be unreafbnable and capricious 
in their defirfes. 

Where temporary expedients are' calculatied for imme- 
diate relief, they feem reafonable,' becaufe ncceflary ; 
but they ciarry this danger along with them, that they 
cannot htcomt gerural^ and may hereafter be called for 
as z right. The hoary-headed Plebeian can tell the 
real wants of his fellow inhabitants of his village, 
with as much truth, if not the fame elocution, as a 
Tully pleading before a Roman fenate. And magiftrates, 
and gentlemen of property are to be found in every 
corner of tbefe kingdoms, to hear^ and either by their 
own power, or their interpofition with others, to r^- 
drejs. Thus peace and good order may be fupported : 
but if virtue lofes her empire in the hearts of indivi- 
2 duals. 
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Icv^lf what is to Jbe.«cgeac4..of oU^q:^ ?,,. T>oft ^ji^^ 
aj;^.jC^W iotp M&iWf pnly from ^b? /f^ of h^y'm^ 
th^,t}()i|fes pulled d9wpf ouy cafily fu^er many, virtupus 
felJLow-fMbje<^ to lai)gui(b in want. ^"^ 

We have uncultivated lands fufficient for a hundred 
t!me& as many fubjeas as therp are complainants. 
Upon this iiland only, I prefunie» we might give bread 
to 4 or. 5 millions of people more than there are* But 
if we confine our views to private pecuniary profits ia 
regard to the arts of feace, it will operate the fame as 
flarving a war for private emolument, when an enemy 
IS at our gates. 

It is happy when laws and regulations for public ufc 
coincide with the private advantage of thofe on whom 
the chief execution depends ; and it is the wifdom of a 
ftatefman to accomplifti this when it is praaicaWe: 
other wife there muft be rejiraints : we muji revert to die 
firft law, and the true end of government, namely, th^ 
prefervation of the whole. If we ring a thoufanJ 
changes, it will ftill revert to this, that a free people 
can no moxt Jiourijb without virtue, than the earth 
can bring forth her cncreafe without the dews oif 
heaven ! 

I am yours, &c, 

P. S. In my Letter XXIX, {a) I told you fome of 
my ipprehenfions about ^3/(i. And what think you of 
its keeping up to 79 s. 4d. for a confiderable time paft, 

wben 
(«) Page 171. 
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Whcin it arec! to be it 77 s^ to 77 ^; 4^ p6r 6^. in tirii6 
df peace, hardly yarjing aborts 2 pence. This dii&reace 
t)f near xper isent* whkfa is a gftat deal on tUs com- 
inodity, may depend partly on the coutfe of exchiinge 1 
yet I think it 19 a fufpicious figii^'ihkt we expend much 
more gold than we lifed to do^ or import much tefs ; 
br that the bbaflbd balance of otif tta^e^ the grand cri- 
terion by whicVi^to judge of 6'uf cdfhmerctal profpeVity^ 
or national opii)ei(ityy is wearing down, or turning 
againft us^. It li atleaft a circutnftance highly dMerving 
attention t for i# this commodity continues a much 
longer time at fo high a rate, it may prove a Airer in-^ 
dex of our polkical ftaCe as to a halance^ than all the 
reafonings of the acuteft merchant, or moft penetrating 
politician^ 

We feem ta lean fo mtich brt the cdnfumng fide, 
that unlets We giUn more^ or fpend lefsi we (hall grow 
fHrt and if #e argue till we loic our fpcech, if we 
acquire ^fs than formeriy^ We {hall be lefs rich ; and if 
St the fame time we confume fnore^ than in times whea 
we were growing ri^h, we (hall be kfs rich, till at 
length we change the phrajfe, and fay we are growing 
poorer. 



Kk JNiAtt/ 
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Mutual AgTHmenti Contentment^ and the Exierei/e bf 
Senfiy the Means of re-efiahlijhin^ this VaiUu. 



. i* V 



LET T E R XXXIX: ^ 

WA R is jufUy r«id»to be an optida tf difficuIcK^. 
and it is often neceflaiy to oar cxiftence to (Irike 
great blows, coft what they may in min or rtmiy. Tbt, 
mode of paying ofF any confiderable (lo'rtion of oiir 
debt is alfo an option of difficulties) but the thing; 'it- 
felf is eflential to our extlWnce, on principles of tree-^ 
dom and juftice, without which we hiay not cxift at 
all. . In the fr/l cafe^ we borrow with profufibnto. 
guard our fields, religion, laws, liberty, wives and chil*- 
dren, and bjing our enemies to reafonable fuhini{R6t^ : 
In the ia/iy we are in danger of falling under the poh-* 
derous weight of debt. If this again deftroytyour ability 
to prepare for the perib of war^ and prevents our living 
with comfort in peace, we are moft evidejitly reduced tO: 
a ftate of diftrefs. 

If there is any foundation in truth foi'^the computa- 
tion of 3,500,000 people living on about 6 1. 12 s. 6 dj 
a head, and the weight bf the labor, by which we all 
exift, falls chiefly upon them j and if the labor is the only 
fource of wealth, what a grievous defalcation is 4 mil-' 
lions 5 hundred thoufand pounds, payable iarinually in* 
interejtl If our body politic has received any Violent 
wounds, or concuffions, during the tumult of battle, /hall 
we, as a wife, or commercial nation, refufe to have biir 
5 wounds 



. wounds probed, and run the hazard of an* ipward de- 
cay^ ai^d cpnfi^npt^ipn ? Shall a braye intetligent pepple 
perforin the g^eateft at{;^icyein€;jnts ji^war, with a view 
to. the conqueft of a favorite obje£l ; or to prevent their 
chief defenc^fffovMngtOverxnalche^; pr for any other 
caufe ; and when their work is accompliflied to the utmoft 
vj^bichrd^ .nj^^rftQ|^' :tj)p &i^ .lyouj^ ildipi^ .fliajl |hgr 
fpfg^.aU iejE^g^of fnQraj ;0r poUfk^l duty» and Ye- 
Uffip invAly^djiii^^iffic^ll^SS, when the rpoiedy as is\ their 
oyjilfi hands> ,w^hwf,thf .ila^ghti^f of theipfd!ve5.,gr thcjr 

.eapn[]|i^f,?, Tp,ij^ gw; ^\^^ fyh^^&s fpill tbeir blqqd 

. fo^ liberaUy»^.;as,,ij(;, v^ere mjjjte^ vanity of jhe feeart, fpr 
the glpry^.^nd )u)i)or ojf miliary .atobievments ; and then 
to bpl^fi^d . ^theo^.^ .Mjith,. 4 Oiore . .than jp<Fe|qaina<e timidity^ 
and.fecmin^yM}}ritIu)Utanyl^^ at every 

proppfitiOjii pflo themfelvcs common Juftice !— — 

If thQ,cvi{^.t^at tjireatca ,US: are great, they are not 
unaypulajble^ ^ ponftajcicyj refdfition^ .and permanency of 
adminiftr^tipt^. , W4I} jyfjbably. reftpre .things 5 but this 
canopt be done, by fuffering the weight of tajjfes.to 
fall on thofe who confume 7 oz. of mea^.4n a d^yt M 
much lefs on , thofe yyhq havp fcarce fo many ounces in 
a w^ek to eat*, ^t is thofe ^y^io confume 20 oz. in a d^y 
who canmdkc a redui^ion.. If ^e leave the fon to go 
on in the faiiif. tr^.ps Uie fafbpi:,, in fuU.jpoffeiJiion of 
a noininal pro|^erty^,. rendered. prec^io,us, as ip were^ fjr 

• the (aJfe of the ^;/^wf^ w.^^,??. j^t WQuld, be .fubftantiated, 
if hq woiild^l^t it p^fs for^k^St Thus it would really he 
worth more : the work would be accomplifhed, and 

things reduced tp a re£vlar.cour(e of clpnieftic difpipline 

.v^, .:.-T * vijiK. ; .«'jfiL fcA4.w',r. ;i':,n ;?.7K'*- .•*'/ J :.. 

' K k 2 an4 

(a) Sec page 192, 
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•inanagemicnt ht direfted <o tht proper - obje£l oConr 
happinefs^ The mod ignorant, when tbejr are cool aal 
in temper, are eafily. convinced; that peace and B9a4#i« 
der are the trueft friends to liberty ; fincc whoeveT'givcs 
the law by force or ^njiramt^ thoTc. wbo^mt^irintirit^ 
have in fa£l left their JHnrty ; .for • whj^t^ver . fi4e prcpoa^ 
derates^ the general efFe^ may be marly CN}«al» • r^^^ 
A foldiex of fentimeat, in this country^^qHiftbe^afdei 
when he. fees his £;;Ilow-fubje£ts OMul-eiKJiiigli'^tDJiiiaBt 
bii fervices .unavoidably ncceflary tp the peoccof -tfir 

, community : . yet. we ar& n^ore ip4ebtfd to ifae./oMiQ: 

.than we know well hqw to acknowledge, ,.iWe Uf^ ^Uo; 
indebted to our military genius; .but .To - ^r M^ibis 

• creates ferocity, and. tbq inclinations of ,#Le QocfmoKi 
people are mifguided, if the powei:.ofithe civil. magiftnMi 
btjcomes an objcil: of der ifion, we may. be trndane^r , ,-. - ^! 
Cpntentm^nt under unavoidable, diftr^fs depeodtf'iiU'o- 
on the eloquence of thpfe who are .coi^miifioised'ffoai^. 
.heaven, to proclaim the /a^ of God- Jf itbefo. vufeittliusi' 
facred inftrument in a worthy £aann,er, ,^n4 AurHwortby.. 
cods, they generally fucceed. On the.contraKy,!iulbny 
informs us what the confequences g^^raUy^ have^lbedii. 
of making religion fubfprvient to worldjy views. :.. v v; 
The dodlrine of the ncceffity of virtijfp, in iiiduvi4uals 
to fupport a ftate, nev^r appears. jftronjg^,, than ia cif'* 
cumftances where the aid of Religion ^^cpqier in4ir^enTi> 
fibly neceflary. This \% fo familiar to j(be oommpn itviky 

:of mankind, that to contradict it, is tO:.contradi£t ali, 

-hiftorijcal fads in all ages, and in ail countries;, Troai our ; 

\frft progemUry in regard to his diftrefs, down ^o thi$ d^y. 

. - :. Our 
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■ Odt fnartfel teiiiper joined to our hdmanity, marK 
^u( thc'g^ncrcmi ptide which Uberty creates, and cthn^ 
mmi^'TSfA -irrf^fej are «like' pleafed witli pfaifes But as 
a horfe-of the tfioft^ncrous blood, which Has run in a 
rfcb wnbdunded pafturcj muft be difdplihed before Hi? 
can bcHndk to anCwwr thts ends of pJroVid^nce; we how^ 
require a (kilful oiahaget t6 tame airf difcipline us," in 
crdcPW our exerting our* proper ftrength, and harmony 
of jnotion^ without Whidi all our a^qiiificibns will becooj^ei^ 
o£ no value;. It is true^ we juftljr/difdi^'n the thought 
of die^Alfe or the hnt\ but if we throw away the reint 
tsoo, we are undone f-'^" *-: •* ' 
- '-' Aniorig dl the inhabitants of the earth, we claim a pre- 
emifietice. Whethevthis be a partial conclufibn or not^' 
iiill ^-Tire tequVrfe ' a (Wlful rein. We have admirable 
lawsi an*'<5oWi to fechpier the rlgof of them ; and much" 
ii^Dd bd 4Voped for, from Their poWer a'nct influence, ffut' 
whfttwilMaWs'or hiftrdy iivail, but as tfeey are main- 
tained by a fenfe of the obligations Wt ftand bound to 
oii' the ftrohger tyci oF twfifcime ! 

lAh'tnfptred penman {a) has giveil^^u3 the beft leflbn^ - 
addreflfed to a wife and military nation i and it is necelTary 
for us to attend ta it at this jiinfture. 

'* Let every foul be fubjeft iinto the higher powers ; 
for there is -no j^^^ tut of God : the powers that be^ 
ard ordained of God. Whofoever therefore refifteth the 
power, refifteth the ordiniKnce of God : and they that 
refift/ flxall receFve to themfclves damnation. For rulers 
arc not a terror" to good works, but to the evil. Wilt 

thou 
{a) St. Paul to the Romans, chap. xiii. 
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thon dien not be afraid of the power i ia ihac vkidki 
good, aod thou flialt bate praife of the tunc : for htm 
the miniftcr of God to thee for gmd. Bat if ohM d» 
that which is m^ be afiaid ; for he beainh set the 
fword in vain : for he is the minifter of God, a 
to execute wrath upon him that doeih criL IVhcRfait 
je muft needs be fubjed, not onlj for furacfc, but alb 
for tomfcwui fake. For, for thia cauie ye pnj 
alio ; for they are God*s miniflers, attendingooBKii 
«pon this very thing. Remdir AtnfwrB u mil i^mr 
tribute to whom tribute is doe, njflmM ao wfkm 
fear to whom fear, b$mr to whom hooor.'^ 

Love and mutual regard, are aaceiariljr uirhidfJ io 
this advice, as eflential to the love of God, on which 
hang all the law and the prophets. On thia depends 
the great principle of thatyWudMa, which in the geaeial 
view is natural^ political, and moral juttoe : nod ihefii 
only are ftridly free who oonfult their im^imu^ and 
obey the didates of it* 

Whether it arife moft from the indigion that pievails 
amongft us. Our military genius, our inconfiancy in 
temper, or our liberty ; but we axe exceeding apt to 
forget one great article, in every view eflential to our 
own fupport, which is ibedience. Obedience to the laws 
of God, and obedience to the laws of the land, ars 
equally eflential to the fupport of our religious and ci?ii 
liberty. From this forgetfulnels and the paffions which 
it generates, arife various kinds of diflentions and ine« 
gularities, in almoft every rank and fraternity. We do 
not pay fuiEcient n/piil t$ $urfilvis : whenever a com** 

munity 



m hl&w. The inaperiournelb of«oM iba^ b«.;tefto»in«4 t^ 

MnfUtttted «» ic4t, •turbttlont difpofitioAS are^aot u%* 

cnptrollablei^ .' \ u^ i. '.,??. ..; .••- 

I . .Many thitiga am -Miib ia thit eoimtqr^ as^iA.mG^ 

I others, and weit to hcSorc you and I came into the w<Kld i 

I ymA will be die^iunealoer we leave it 4 but it is a part 

i' laf ^^Mlr^Nifinefay whilftwe reKiaiflL here, to endevor^h; 

all fTopqi aaethoda to fct lihings right, to the utmoft 

«»»nt of «Mir fphere |w individuak} and by all means 

to avoid defpalriiig of'^che conuatmwealth, for that ,ji 

k^ing down omkram^ before 4hft vi^fcory. is decided. 

TaCay thvt-Jwe^dci^d on the^ virtue of individuals^^ 
ii in feft acknicSwkdjgiiig'lhat government cannot be fupi- 
poited by its 0i#h'*iiifaeffent Hfength, nor by the rod of the 
fluagiftrate alonti* ^£<v%iy man may Sjpply.this to bis own 
hent, and try hiliiJMf <t the tribumd of bu own mind. : 
It is not long ere you and I fhall part with thefe cottages* 
ePelay, efr be-^idM; bbC whilft we live^ let us not live 
in vain r let ns not be afirkid of atbamed to own, what it 
is inftmobs to dilkvoww Though iitc often fee a grofs 
departure from naftioilsl^virtue, aad hivies of unmanly 
pleafures takepoflEEffion of our hearts,- unworthy the. 
otafculine triumphs «f Cbriflian or even Raman virtue ; 
yet there is the utmoft reafon to believe, thoufands 
amojigft iis are ready io dfe, not as heitthen pfailofophers^ 
and frtittids to their country only, but as Chrifiiamrzito, 
Alii of the hopes - of a fuhfiantial immortality : and 
among this vulgar, tent of thoufands ready to (bed their 
- '■ LI blood 



blood in the caufe of liberty^ tho' they fhould hardlf 
know what true liberty means. 

We Ihall not go rights till we are rightly direded. 
We itiuft learn the true meafure of our wealth, and 
how to employ it moft advantageoufly. This is a woifc 
for dMms as well ^sjlaufmtn ': but unhappily in avoid- 
ing (tic \5rr0rs of enthufiafm, or the lab§r of being vir- 
tuous, tna^y of us have refined away a fdid part of our 
religion, namely the hve cf oar coufitrj^ which ever has 
been attended with a certain degree of pious warmth ; 
and which muft be kept up, or the fimple iJui of it will 
tiot (how itfelf in aSiim. 

This is confefied, but not that ikt wbdU land is de- 
hjged over with imSffirencey whether we cxift or, not. 
The facred fire remaini yet unextinguiflicd in many an 
hoiieft heart, and its properties ezift in siany an under- 
ftanding head. The beft are fubgeft to deceive them- 
felves : they are too fubjeft to mifconftrue the a<3ion& 
of others, and make too little allowance for hunian 
frailty; but (till we can judge of virtuous or vi^ 
dons anions by tomparifon. Many of us have liyed 
among other nations much worfe than ourfelves \. ind 
in general the greater the ftate of flavery^ the more aban- 
doned the morals of a nation. Iniquity not only brings 
on the mbft mifchierous efieds, hut confinns them.* : 

Yet how can the warmed: advocates for the cauft of 
virtue obtain their end by lavifh reproadies ?;. Jiien 
like women^ may be flattered into a love of: virtue ; 
but to prove a man, who has any reputation, to be a 
viM/iy or a woman who pafTes for chafte, zpro/iitute^ 
$ will 
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will fomethnet make them fuch.— He who fuppofes there 
is n9 virtue^ not only will not take any pains to call it 
forth) but condemns bim/Hf^ and is confequently aa in- 
competent witnefs. And to deride thofe who give any to-* 
kens of having their country's wel&reat heart, is in efTeA 
to applaud fuch 10 acknowledge thecnrdves indifferent as 
to what may befall it- 
Let us encourage each other^. in hopes the natural 
propenfity in human nature to be pleafed with applauiej 
will operate in a happy manner; and^whilft n\en of fenr 

timent countenance each other, the lower clailes of the 

.? ■ 

people, who are of the fame common (lature,^ will imitate 
virtue as well 39 vic^ . 

^ are all members of a liappy ^onJlitmUn^ preferyed 
as it were by a fncceffion of miracles ; and the defcen<* 
dants of anceftors who have ihed rivers of blood to 
preferve that confti^ition pure and untainted ! The hour 
-is always at hand, in which this wprld can poflibl^ 
have no intereft ia a man's heart, . aQd even crowns and 
fceptres are of no value* It !• more than pjrobable fome 
are Jinare in their wiihes, not for their chiLirin only, 
but alfo for their CQun^ry^ \{ yoii or I (hpuld (land bv 
the death^bed of a friend, who ip, hijs Uft moments 
fliould fend uphi^ prayei:^ tjiat he^y^n will be pleafed 
to avert the evila which thr^^ten.his countrj^v if w^ 
flkwld be toocolditqihed 4 a^ ^^bis diiTolutip^n, IcX 

>4a at leaft be fcrhus^ ai)4 endcv^r \o be ^s pioufly 

• fincere. 

Tarn y(^it) &<% 

LI 2 ■■ ''" jftiips 
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'A^fti in Bread 9k/ :/ t^ hrvim Pra39eef tf tar TTmtr, At 
the ImffTtttmce tfwtmtning the E'HL 

LETTER XL. 

WHEN! confiicr the manner of living of thofc 
nations anon; whom I have paft a confidcrabTe 
p:irt cf my life, I find myfcif conftrainec! to acknow- 
lecfge the bounties of Providence in being bom a Eritifh 
f jbjecl, an EnglUhtnan, and an inhabitant of fo fertile 
a land. At the fame time when I hear people in a!l 
q-jarters and of all conditions complain, I am inclined 
to think that we are not the moft happy people on the 
earth. For whether the unhappinefs arifcs from exler- 
»al caufes, oi T'^r'^rancc, or vice, he whoefteems himfelf 
miferable, is fo ; and ^o*r:f!r:rrt is mifery. 

. Portugal Aots not grow above half wheat enough for the 
confumption of her own people in a plentiful year, and 
on a medium not for'above five months ; yet a PortugueTU 
is fuppKed with bread, and his garlick and onions and. 
fruits, his various preparations of rice which he eats at 
about two-pence a pound from CaroUna^ and his dried fifli 
at three-halfpence from Newfoundland^ content him. 
If in the family of a Pidalgo or nobleman, there are ten 
pounds of meat provided hr forty perfens, it is the moft 
they afually confume on fleih-days, though it amounts to 
but 4 oz. each ; the reft they make up with bread, rice, and 
vegetables, and the water they boil them in. 

If a Frenchman has bread and vegetables, and foops 
madf even without flefli, he docs not murmur. 

A 
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A Rttffim having a large flat loaf of black rye hread, 
though kept for weeks and months, being dipped in wa<» 
tcr, he cats it with fait, and never complaim.*— If he 
finds fi(h, with which the great rivers of Ruflia abound, 
})e makes a foop, eats it with delight, and is thankful. 

I have feen great mifery in Perfiay but not from the 
want of bread. Whilft they have rice, provided it be 
relifhed with burnt butter, a Perfian is contented. 
.. Our blefled land is not the only one where the people 
make fcourges for themfelves ; but I have not yet heard 
of any, where the mod important article of the-aliment 
of the people is adulterated to a degree that renders it 
equally innutricious, unpleafant, and unhealthy. 

Bread and waUr are the nouriihment of prifoners and 
JIaves, as being moft eafily provided ; but becaufe they 
are fo, and becaufe in their own nature they are fy ne« 
ceflary, we muft efteem them the choicefl gifts of Hea^*^ 
yen, — when they are in a pure ftate. 

I remember a famous difpute with regard to children^ 
eating bread or pudding, alledging this to be a country of 
com. The puddinifls and anti-puddinifts both taking the 
part of Ceres, were copious in their reafonings, but vie* 
tory decided for bread, 

I have alfo h^ard a learned phyfician maintain, that 
half the children who die in England, have a lump of 
indigefted flour-puddiQg in their bodies; this k (b 
much unfirmenied bread. Another fays, that bread 
breeds the gout, animal fubftances the fcurvy, and ve- 
getables generate cholics. — All which I believe to be 
true ; but men have the feeds of mortality in them, and 

muft 
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fliuft die. The moft grateful aliment to nature I con* 
ceive to be one third part of each of thefe, of one kind 
only at t time, well cooked, without any fermented 
•liquors to drink. 

In the mean time, if life is full fliort, the extravagancf 
«>f the times renders it fliorter. What can be faid in 
jour excufe, when one man abufes the trull another 
rcpofes in him, infomuch that his condud bears a 
• ftmilitude with the beautiful figure ufed by the Son of 
God, in regard to the duties of aftcdion and mutual re- 
gard ? When 6ne afks for a /ifi^ fliall we give him a 
ftrfentf But the cuftom of adulterating bread, like that 
of fuSering children to die, has no malevolcncy ih it. 
Bakers, like parifli nurfes, are only in a habit of doing mif- 
chief : for bread being made aftringent by alumj I am told, 
is often the caufe of the death of infants, whofe bodies 
are not prepared for a diet of the leaft coftive nature. 

Baiersy above all the reft of mankind, ought to be fair 
and honeft in their dealings ; for it is hardly poi&ble to 
detect them in fome kinds of fraud. The profeffion is 
of great antiquity, and to this day the modes of grind- 
ing, bolting, preparing dough, and baking, are diverfi- 
fied in the different parts of the earth, fo much that it 
would make a curious and ufeful work to give an ac- 
count of itp The Cappadociam^ Lydian^j and Phpmidans^ 
are faid to have been moft diftinguiftied for their public 
bakers. The trade was introduced into Italy about the 
year of Rome 583. The bakers were, as our law ftill 
fuppofes them, the millers or grinders of wheat, as well 
as the makers of bread 5 and it is probable from the 

Latin 
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Latin word piJIoTj that they pounded the grain in a mor- 
tar. At leaft I am aiTured fomething of the fame kind 
is pra£lifed by a ftick and a mortar in many parts of 
Turkey to this day, 

Bakfers were held in great efteem among the Ramani^ 
for out of their body or college^ a fenator' was occafion- 
ally ele£led ; and to preferve them in a juft fenfe of ho- 
nor and honefty, they were prohibited alliance with comt^ 
dians and gladiators. And, not to be taken off from an 
employment, on the due execution of which the lives of 
the citizens depended, they were excufed from guardian- 
ihips, and other offices. Each baker had his (hop, and 
they were diftributed into fourteen regions of the city. 

By our ftatute, 22 Hen. 8. c. 13. bakers ape declared 
to be fw handicrafisj as if it were meant to recommend 
their employment as fuperior to workers in mechanic* 
arts, nothinjg being fo ufeful to mankind as bread ; and 
this may be thJ reafon why magiftrates are fo tender to- 
wards them as to weight, in which an honeft man may ' 
happen to err 5 but the premeditated abufe in the quality 
ffaould be refented as a high offence. 

The confumption of bread in all countries and in all 
periods has been coniiderable enough to] conftitute, in 
fpecific gravity, as much aliment as a man need take to 
fupport life. The difference however is obvious between 
a perfon who labors hard, and one»who fits flill : he 
who confumes animal fubftances and various kinds of 
fruits and vegetables, and him who has little befides 
bread to eat. The latter ufe garlick, onions, fait, oil, 
butter, cheefe, £sfr. to ferve as fauce to their bread. 

Maitland fays, the bakers of London eftimated the 
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confumption of flour in thefe cities in bre^d, puddinet^ 
and pies, at ten ounces each perfon. 
Ten ounces of flour make bread [a) near — oz. |2j. 
Fame now makes it to be, in the cities of Londofl» 
where moft animal fubftance is confumed, per day in 
bread — — — .p— oz. 12 

In general in thefe cities, now meat is fo dear^ we maj 
^ali it — — — — oz. 13 

.Then 700,000 inhabitants will confume in a year, or 
365 days, bread — — lb. 207,593,750 

The mod accurate computation of the quantity of wheat 
expended in the cities of London and Weftminfier, 
confonant to this proportion, is ^ qrs. 600,000 
And the bakers are underftood to make, and pretend 
they do make their wheaten or white bread, of the houfe* 
hold or fineft flour only, which they reckon 224 IB. 
(which I {hall explain hereafter) in a quarter of wheat of 
591b. per bufliel, and on 58 lb. 220 lb. 
At this laft rate, 600,000 quarters of wheat made into 
flour is T- — — lb. 132,000,000 

made into fuch bread is — — lb. i63,82i>428 
confequently there is a deficiency of no 
lefs bread than — — — lb. 43,77^,322 

Whence it follows, that our confumption is vaffly 
greater than 600,000 quarters of wheats which \ domi 
believe; that the people are not, by one fourth part, 
fo many as 700,000, which I A iw/ believe; x>rthat 
the bread is made oi feconds and middlings^ &c.' as well 
as the fine flour, which / do believe This psffti* 

{a) According to the regulation of the afltze, 14 lb. of flour is 
to go into a peck loaf of 17 lb. 6 oz. 

4 cular 
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Cular, created by an error in digefting the laft zSt re- 
lative to bread ; a paflion for gain, which fo univerfally 
predominates ; and our great ingenuity in finding ways 
and means to prey on each other. 

In regard to the confumption of bread, thofe who eat 
it new, eat the moft, it being moft agreeable ; but this 
proves only the impropriety of ufmg it the firft day, 
fince no one ever efteemed it the moft falubrious. 

The great misfortune of thefe cities, if not of others 
in thefe kingdoms, is, that the bakers contrive to make 
their bread fo, that it muft be eaten the firji day, or it 
grows dry and difagreeable. This cuts againft health 
and cheapnefs, with regard to the confumption; and 
calls the louder for a law to regulate bakers> as to the 
quality. It can never anfwer any good end, to render 
any kind of eatable. ^^^, becaufe^lefs of it (hould bo 
confumed ; nor fhould it be goodj merely becaufe people 
fhould eat the more of it. Temperance or excefs de« 
pends on habit, as well as on penury and affluence. 

In eftimating the weight of wheat, we find it as low 
as 50 lb. a bufliel, and as high as 64 ; the firft is hardly 
fit for bread ; the laft, I conceive, not to be common 
in the beft years. It muft. depend on the quality of 
the grain fown, as well as the feafon and the foil. 

If we fuppofe wheat of 53 lb. the buftiel to be eatable, 
and 63 the higheft weight, the medium is 58 lb. 
per bufheh Of this the poor man or the rich onc^ 
may have 4971b. of good houftiold bread for each 
quarter, or 62| per bulhel: viz. the quarter will 
produce^ 

M m MrMi 
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MlooA in the caulk of liieriyy tho' they (hould bardlf 
know what true liberty means. 

We ftaU not go rights till we are rightly direded. 
We onuft leam the true meafure of our wealth, and 
how to employ it moft advantageoufly. This is a work 
for diijifiis as well zijlaufinm : but Unhappily in avoid- 
ing t'he \5rror8 of enthufiafm, or the lab§r of being vir- 
tuous, tnaitiy of us have refined away a fdid part of our 
religion, namely the kve v/ car country^ which ever has 
been attended with a certain degree of pious warmth ; 
a:nd which muft be kept up, or the Ample Uia of it will 
Hot Ihow itfelf in aRim. 

This is confefied, but not that Hm whdU land is de- 
luged over with imUfinnci^ whether we exii^ or. not. 
The facred fire remains yet uneztinguiflicd in many an 
honeft heart, and its properties ezift jn many an under* 
ftanding head. The beft are (\x\^tGt to deceive them- 
fclves : they are too fuljeft to mifconftrue the a^liona 
of others, and make too little allowance for bunmn 
frailty; but ftill we can judge of virtmus or. ic;/- 
cious a£tions by tomparifon. Many of us have lived 
among other nations much worfe than ourfelves ;. and 
in general the greater the ftate of flavery, the more aban- 
doned the morals of a nation. Iniquity not only brings 
on the mbft mifchievous efFeds, but confirms them. 

Yet how can the warmeft advocates for the caufe of 
virtue obtain their- end by lavifli reproaches ?. Men^ 
like ivomtfij may be flattered into a love of virtue ; 
but to prove a man, who has any reputation, to be a 
viMn^ or a woman who paflTes for chafte, ^fro/litute^ 
5 will 
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Cular, created by an error in digefting the laft ad re- 
lative to bread ; a pafuon for grtin, which fo univerfally 
predominates ; and our great ingenuity in finding ways 
and means to prey on each other. 

In regard to the confumption of bread, thofe who eat 
it new, eat the moft, it being moft agreeable ; but this 
proves only the impropriety of uAng it the firft day^ 
iince no one ever efteemed it the moft falubrious. 

The great misfortune of thefe cities, if not of othem 
in thefe kingdoms, is, that the bakers contrive to make 
their bread fo, that it muft be eaten the firji day, or it 
grows dry and difagreeable. This cuts againft health 
and cheapnefs, with regard to the confumption \ and 
calls the louder for a law to regulate bakers> as to the 
quality. It can never anfwer any good end, to render 
any kind oi eatable badj becaufe lefs of it (hould be 
Goofumed^ nor ihould it bcgoodj merely becaufe people 
aid ett die wiiorc of it* Teffiperance or excefs dc- 
^ oQ habit, as wtil aj on penury and affluence. 

fe iftiauuing the wdght of wheat, we find it as low 
buAiel^ and a4 high as 64 j the firft is hardly 
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Broad bran and Jbsrt bram^ the laft ibmetimes 

called coarfi pMards — -— — lb. 8i 

Flour (tiiewafiededu£bd) — — _ 3^ 

N°. I. Genuine houfliold bread, well baked^ 
when cold to weigh — -^ ..^ lb, ^j 

According to the dividons which the bakers make [a\ 
and computed at 59 lb. to a bufliel (or 8 lb. per quar- 
ter more than the abovementioned) the fame being fold 
in facks of meal of 280 lb. each, when wheat is at 48 / . 
per quarter, the account (lands thus : 



Price pei 
finglc 
bofliel.- 


MeaAire 

fingle 

buOiel. 


lb.pei- 
quar- 
ter. 


lb. per 
bufli. 
near. 


VT 


- I - 


"^ 




» 3 


- 2 - 


■118 


'5 


=9. - 

Price per 

fack of 
180 lb. 


- ^ 1 


J 




42X.. 

40 - 

li: 


— 


224 

45 
56 


28 

51 

7 

3f 


470 


59 1 



.Fine Pollard - - . 
Coarfer ditto 
Hbrfe ditto - - - - 
firan per quarter of 16 
bufhel . . - . 



Houfholds (^} - 
Seconds 
Pine middlings 
Coarfe middlings 



Dedudiflg 

{a) Sec a candid and ingenious letter in the Gazetteer^ figncd 
7if and dated 22 Jan. 1767. hereafter mentioned 

{b) The term hquJbaUs is applied to flourt of which the fineft 
bread is msde ; and the term houjbold bread for bread of a lower 
quality. Tliis is an abfurdity which fcems calculattd to per* 
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Deducting I lb;'fn' each buibe]) it tH-tngs ft, as aiy^¥e«- 
mentioned, within a fraction per buihel, to the 460 Ib^ 
4>ut the kinds and quantity of br^ad which ; ought 
to be made, is the fubjeft of enquiry. Cohfidering 
the various kinds of ufes of wheat, for paftry, bifcuit, 
gingerbread^ and animal food, we may eafily recon- 
cile the diftin<aions of the 118 lb,- and 56, and alfo of 
;the 275 and it is to be prefumed, that of the houjholds^ 
a fmall quantity is tak^n out for paftry, which \tL 
fogie finall degree may reduce the bread. But if the 
three firft kinds only are applied to the making bread, 
it amounts per quarter to — - -— lb. 325 

The coarfe middlings being 27 lb, are often devoted to 
the making ginger-bread, wherein the treacle conceals 
the color, and the ginger and fugar give a quicknefs ; 
and it is probably better for thi^ purpofe, mixed with the 
fine pollards ground twice, than with the fineft flour : 
but one would fcarce imagine this to be an e)cpence of 
any confideratio'n compared with bread, 

Whilft we are running from one extreme, we fhould 
take care of the oppofite. Bran, as bran, in any de- 
gree, is more taftelefs than flour ; yet by leaving wW 
without any kind or proportion of it, the bread fo made 
is generally deemed lefs digeftible and falutary, and to 
moil people, lefs pleafant to the tafte. 

As to the quality, arifing from the manufactory of 
bread in great cities, if juftice was done in the mkerji 
a;id the materials genuine, there is no reafon to com- 
plain of any particular defeat in the art 5 but the 
iiience is projlituted tp lucre. As to thq Fnmh breads 
M m 2 which 
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which 18 mod efteemed, it is lefs nouriihingy and otit of 
the prcfent queftion. 

In eftimating the general confumption, in countiies 
where bread is, or has been in mbft ufe, fome ingeni- 
ous perfons find it to ftand nearly thus : 



In England. 


Wheat per 
ann. 


Houihold 

brtad per 

anntim. 


Houfliold 

bread per 

diem. 


Workhoufes andHofpiuIs 
Farmers and Ploughmen 
Pitmen - - - - 


qrs. bu:!i. 
M I 

- - /z 

I-Ii 

2-4 


lb. 

584 
1262 


lb. ot. 

I - 5 

I - 9 

3-7 


In France. 








Doneftics - - - - 
Thofe who cat new bread 
Porters and PeafanU - - 


1-4^ 

2-1 
2-2 


804 

1073 
1 1 36 


2 - 3 
2-15 

3 - I 




- . ••* 


631 

1230 


1-4 

I - H' 

3- 6 


AlAlKIIld — " — — — 

Ancient Romans - - - 
Athenians - - - - 


1-2 

2-34 



The above computation in the fecond and third co- 
lumn, is made on hujbald bread, and fuppofing the bu- 
fliel of wheat to render flour nearly — lb. 48 

Of bread nearly — — — ^- — _. 
If as Millers praftife, for the ufe of thcfc cities, 
they take away 1 18 lb. of bran and pollard per quar- 
ter, then there will be of flour per bu(hel, near lb. 

And of bread but — — .^ 

Which makes on the bufhel a difiirencc in bread 

of per cent. — . -^ . .— . _ .^ 

•Confequently reduces the confumption above- 
mentioned, on a medium, per diem near — oz. 3 
enough per diem^ to keep a man fome time alive 
from ftarving. 

One 



62 



43 
8 
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. One would hardily imagine there could bq fo great a 
diiFerence in the cpnfumption, unlefs the people of 
different countries were of difFei:ent magnitude^ ; , but 
we know that bread is the chief aljment of the poorer 
part of the French nation. 

Jf we take the medium of the workhoufe, hofpital, 
farmer^ and pitmen in England, we find the confump- 
tion to be' per diem, near — — — 2 lb. 2ox, 
The charges on the 4971b. (page 266) being 

upon tryal found, viz. 
Meterage, porterage, grinding, and drefling - 3^. dJL 
Salt, yeaft, coals, wood, bakers wages, and 

laborers — — — — •— — S6 
Dedudling 31. for the bran fold, remains for 

the charge of manufaduring i quarter (<?) 6 - 
So that the price, without houfe renty taxes, and 

mafler bakers profit^ is, per lb. — • — id -^^ 
Confequently the 2 lb. 20Z. as above — — 7,d. ^^ 
Every 4 i. a quarter makes a difference for every 
10 lb. of bread of near i^;^ and 2os, per quar- 
ter on I lb. of bread is — — — |i. 
The people in general cannot well confume per 
diem each^ either in houihold or any ot^er bread, 
above ~ — — — — — ilb. 2o«. 
If I quarter produces 4971b. of bread, 6 mil- 
lions of quarters will produce -<- ; lb. 2982,000,^00 
which, on 7 millions of people, is per ann. each lb. 426 
and each per diem above — ..« — ilb. 2oz. 
In general, taking in the poor in the country, I be« 
lieve we ufually make as much bread from a quarter of 
wheat as the experfment alludes to. In 
{a) Important Confidcrationii page 4.3.. 
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In fcgard to our general expence, if nim coflfinne, a 
is accurately computed, — — qrs. 6^000,000 
fet at what we may now call the low price 
of 365. it is — — — — — £• 10,800,000 
and if we grow one fixteentb more for ex- 
portauon, or to fupply a bad year, it is - qrs. 375,000 
which at 36x.' is — — — — *— < £. 675,000 
' We alfo niake near an equal oonfamp- 
tion of barley and oats^ vrz. 

Barley y 3 millions, at 20i. — ~ — 3,000,000 
Oats^ 3 dittos, at 1 6 J. — — -^ —J • 2,400,000 
Thefe amount in all to — — £. 16,875,000 

But wheat at 481. makes the whole 
amount of our own expence to be » £, 19,800,000 
If 151. only on 6 millions of quarters are 
" computed for the coft of the manufaAorjr 
of bread, it is 4^ millions more, in all • -' £• 24,300,000 
Which is near 24 in 63, or three eights of oar whole na- 
tional expence. I believe indeed, it will be found that 
iready heer^ and oaU^ (the laft being chiefly . confumed 
by horfes) are the grand fupports of the people of this 
country ; and are confequently a very great obje£l of our 
political ceconomy* It is obvious, that on wheat only, 
the difference upon 361. and 50 x. per quarter is no leia 
a fum than — — -r- — — jC- 4>20o,ooo 
which is equal to the revonue of fomo great nations 
who fupport large armies, , 

On the other hand it is not pradlicable to fix the price 
of grain \ it is perhaps as impoilible as to fix and de- 
termine what the feafons (hall be, or what the earth fhall 
produce, and therefore it mufl; fluctuates butitfecros 
2 to 
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«a be a ^genei^al opihion; dnt a ftiMer 'may liv^ verf 
amfortaUy if wheat pcF quarter is at -**«' 30 to 34.A 
On th€ medUiin of. 32 r. per qu^kter rt' is per 
faufbeL *— — -. — - o-i* — *— .^ 41, • 
Some indeed fay be trtuft have -^ •— - — - S'. ' 
I^ we-take 36^. on- — — — u— — 4^ 6i 
i^ j^5 fiippofe that we {hall be ftiends enough to our^- 
&ly«& to'endevor tobring it' down aa fpeedily as poffible 
to ^5. 6d. I am not a very old man, but I remem^ 
.ber to have (old good Englijb wheat at Li/bott which 
|ijd not coft above 2s. 6d, to 3^. 

.A radical i^iveftigation of this fubjcft requires ap- 
plication, as well as abilities, and it is now unider 
legislative cognizance. In the: mean while, without 
(comprebendiog aS the mjfttries of bakings it is obvfotis 
why bread is dearer and' lefs pure than it might be. 

The defire of riches, or the pleafures they furnlfh^ 
feem tafaave tuirned the brains of every clafs of mankind 
ta this.counti^fc If it is true, that fiome gentlemen bf 
landed eftates, in fome counties, have raifed the price of 
arrable land to near doubte what it was ; and if bread 
is generally deareft where land is-deareft, it is no won^ 
defy, efpecially wbere- the taxes fall the heavieft, that 
the br£ad. ihould bear- a high price. If the landlord 
raifes the, price of* his land, fo that bread becomes la 
00x5 per cent, dearer, tho' in following* the cfajaiii 
of confequcnces, he may think himfelf entit4ed to 
fevy. fo^much^ he:will. not confent that the cornfa<Slor, 
miller,^ tneal-man, or baker, fhould add 7 or is. per 
^uarterToa the. wheat, or the breads beyond what the 

law 
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confumption of flour in thefe cities in bre^id, puddlnes^ 
and pics, at ten ounces each perfoff. 
Ten ounces of flour make bread [a) near — oz. I2j» 
Fame now makes it to be, in the cities of Londoiii 
where moft animal fubftance is confumed, per day in 
bread — — — if— oz. 12 

In general in thefe cities, now meat is fo dear^ we may 
fall it — — — — oz. 13 

.Then 700,000 inhabitants will confume in a year, or 
365 days, bread — — lb. 207,593,750 

The moft accurate computation of the quantity of wheat 
expended in the cities of London and Weftminfter, 
confonant to this proportion, is ^— qrs. 600,000 
And the bakers are underftood to make, and pretend 
they do make their wheaten or white bread, of the houfe* 
hold or fineft flour only, which they reckon 224 lb. 
(which I {hall explain hereafter) in a quarter of wheat of 
591b. per bufhel, and on 58 lb. 220 lb. 
At this laft rate, 600,000 quarters of wheat made into 
flour is r— — — lb. 132,000,060 

made into fuch bread is — — lb. 1 63,82 1>428 
confequently there is a deficiency of no 
lefs bread than — — — lb. 43,772,321 

Whence it follows, that our confumption is vaSly 
greater than 600,000 quarters of wheat, which 1J6 iut 
believe; that the people are not, by one fourth p^, 
fo many as 700,000, which I do not believe 5 t)r that 
the bread is made of feconds and middlings^ &c. as well 
as the fine flour, which / do believe This parti* 

{a) According to the regulation of the aflize, 14 lb* of flour is 
to go into a peck loaf of 17 ib* 6 oz. 

4. cular 



t 265 ] 

eular, created by an error in digefting the laft SiSt re- 
lative to bread ; a paffion for gain, which fo univerfally 
prejdominates ; and our great ingenuity in finding ways 
and means to prey on each other. 

In regard to the confumption of bread, thofe who eat 
it new, eat the moft, it being moil agreeable ; but this 
proves only the impropriety of ufing it the firft day^ 
fince no one ever efteemed it the moft falubrious. 

The great misfortune of thefe cities, if not of others 
in thefe kingdoms, is, that the bakers contrive to make 
their bread fo, that it muft be eaten the firji day, or it 
grows dry and difagreeable. This cuts againft health 
and cheapnefs, with regard to the confumption ; and 
calb the louder for a law to. regulate bakers^ as to the 
quality. It can never anfwer any good end, to render 
any kind of eatable :^^^, becaufe'lefs of it fhould be 
confumed ; nor (hould it be goodj merely becaufe people 
fliould eat the more of it. Temperance or excefs de« 
pends on habit, as well as on penury and affluence. 

In eftimating the weight of wheat, we find it as low 
as 50 lb. a buihel, and as high as 64 ; the firft is hardly 
fit for bread ; the laft, I conceive, not to be common 
in the beft years. It muft depend on the quality oi 
the grain fown, as well as the feafon and the foil. 

If we fuppofe wheat of 53 lb. the buftiel to be eatable, 
and 63 the higheft weight, the medium is 58 lb. 
per bufhel. Of this the poor man or the rich one, 
may have 4971b. of good houfiiold bread for each 
quarter, or 62J- per bufhel: viz. the quarter will 
produce^ 

M m Broad 
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B^ad bran and Jbort branj the laft fometimcft 

called coarfip^Uards — — — lb. 8 1 

Flour (the waile deduced) — — — 379 

460 

N®. I. Genuine houihold bread, well baked, 
when cold to weigh — — — lb. 4^7 

According to the divifions which the bakers make («), 
and computed at 59 lb. to a bufhel (or 8 lb. per quar- 
ter more than the abovementioned) the fame being fold 
in facks of meal of 280 lb. each, when wheat is at 48 /. 
per quarter, the account flands thus : 



.Sine Pollard - - - 
Coarfer ditto 
Hbrfe ditto - - - - 
'Bt2Ln per quarter of 16 
bufhel . - - - 



Houiholds (^) - - 
Seconds - - - 
Tine middlings - 
Coarfe middlings 



Price per 
(inglc 
bofliel.' 


Meafure 

fingle 
buOieh 


lb. per 
quar- 
ter. 


lb.|«i 

bufli. 
near. 


\-r- 


- -4 

- I - 


1 




I 3 


- 2 - 


V118 


'5 


n9. - 

Price per 
rack of 
%%o lb. 


- M 


J 




42X.. 
40 . 

28 - 


\ 


■ 224 

45 
56 

*7 


28 

51 

r 

3f 


470 


59 



Dedu6ling 

(^a) Sec a candid and ingenious letter in the Gazetteer^ figncd 
!S, and dated zz Jan. 1767. hereafter mentioned 

{b) The tttm h^uJboUs \b appJied to flour» of which tbe.fineft 
bread is made ; and the term houjbold bread for bread of a lower 
quality. This is an abfurdity which feems calculaud to perw 



Deducing i lb: in' each boibe}/ tt brings it, as abore^ 
mentioned, within a fraction per buAiel, to ^nt^6ol\K 
4)ut the kinds and quantity of- br^ad which ;ovight 
to be made, is the fubjed of c«<juiry. Cotifidering 
the various kinds of ufes of wheat, for paftry, bifcuit, 
gingerbread^ and animal food, we may eafily recon- 
cile the diftin(SI:ions of the iiSlby and 56, and alfo of 
Xhe 27 1 and it is to be prefumed, that of the houjholds^ 
a fmall quantity is taken out for paftry, which ift 
fo^e finall degree n>ay reduce the bread. But if the 
three firft kinds only are applied to the making bread, 
it amounts per quarter to -— — lb, 325 

The coarfe middlings being 27 lb, are often devoted to 
the making ginger-bread, wherein the treacle conceals 
the color, and the ginger and fugar give a quicknefs ; 
and it is probably better for this purpofe, mixed with the 
fine pollards ground twice, than with the fined flour : 
but one would fcarce imagine this to be an e)cpence of 
any confideratio'n compared with bread. 

Whilft we are running from one extreme, we (hould 
take care of the oppofite. Bran, as bran, in any de- 
gree, is more taftelefs than flour ; yet by leaving mial 
without any kind or proportion of it, the bread fo made 
i3 generally deemed lefs digeftible and falutary, and to 
moft people, lefs pleafant to the tafte. 

As to the quality, arifing from the manufaflpry of 
bread in great cities, if juftice was done in the cookery^ 
ajid the materials genuine, there is no reafon to com- 
plain of any particular defedl in the art 5 but the 
Jiience is projlituted tp lucre. As to the Fnnfh bread> 
M m 2 which 
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which is moft cftccmcd, it is IcTs nourifliing^ and out of 
the prcfcnt queftion. 

In eftimating the general confumption, in countries 
where bread is, or has been in mbft ufe, fome ingeni- 
ous perfons find it to ftand nearly thus : 



In England. 


Wheat per 
ann. 


HouflioM 

tMctad per 

annum. 


Houfliold 

bread ^r 

diem. 


Workhoufes andHofpiuls 
Farmers and Ploughmen 
Pitmen - - - - 


qrs. bui!i. 

--7i 

2-4 


lb. 
472 

1262 


lb. OS. 
I - 5 
I - 9 

3 - 7 


In France. 








Domeftics - - - - 
Thofe who eat new bread 
Porters and Peafants - - 


2-1 
2-2 


804 
1077 
1136 


» - 3 
2-15 
3 - « 


Italians - - - - - 
Ancient Romans • - - 
Athenians - - - - 


--7i 

1-2 

2-34 


631 

1230 


1-4 

J - U" 

3- 6 



The above computation in the fecond and third co- 
lumn, is made on houjbold bread, and fuppofing the btt- 
(hel of wheat to render flour marly «--« lb. 4S 

Oif bread nearly — — — . — — . .i— . 62 
If as Millers pradife, for the ufe of thefe cities, 
they take away 1 18 lb. of bran and pollard per quar- 
ter, then there will be of flour per bufhel, near lb, 43 
And of bread but — — — — — _ ^g 
Which makes on the bufliel a diflferencc in bread 
of per cent. ——.—..—. — -*• % 
^Confequently reduces the confumption above- 
mentioned, on a medium, per diem near — * oz. 3 
enough per dienty to keep a man fome time alive 

from ftarving. 

One 
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One would hardly imagine there could bq fo great m 
difference in the cpnfumption, unlefs the people of 
different countries were of different magnitudes ; but 
we know that bread is the chief aljment of the poorer 
part of the French nation. 

If we take the medium of the workhoufe, hofpital, 
farmer, and pitmen in England, we find the confump- 
tion to be per diem, near — — — 2lb. 2oz. 
The charges on the 4971b. (page 266) being 

upon tryal found, viz. 
Meterage, porterage, grinding, and drelfing - 3x« tJL 
Salt, yeaft, coals, wood, bakers wages, and 

laborers — — — •— — — 5^ 
Deducing 3^. for the bran fold, remains for 

the charge of manufacturing i quarter [a) 6 - . 
So that the price, without houfe renty taxes ^ and 

majier bakers profit^ is, per lb. — • — id-^^ 
Confequently the 2 lb. 20Z. as above — — 2//. ^^ 
Every 41. a quarter makes a difference for every 
10 lb. of bread of near lij^ and 20/. per quar- 
ter on I lb. of bread is — — — • 4i. 
The people in general cannot well confume per 
diem each, either in houihold or any ot^er bread, 
above — — — — — — ilb. 2oz. 

If I quarter produces 4971b. of bread, 6 mil- 
lions of quarters will produce — , lb. 2982,000,^00 
which, on 7 millions of people, is per ann. each lb. 426 
and each per diem above — - i^^ -^ 1 lb. 20Z. 
In general, taking in the poor in the country, I be* 
lieve we ufuaUy make as much bread from a quarter of 
wheat as the experfment alludes to. In 

{a) Important Confidcrations, page 43.. 
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In i€gard to our general expcnce, if we cooftmie, as 
IS accurately computed, •— — qrs. 6,00050CX> 
fct at what wc may now call the low price 
of 365. it is — — — — — jf- io,Soo,ooo 
and if we grow one fixUentb more for cx- 
portadon, or to fupply a bad year, it is - qrs. 375,000 
which at 36X. is — — — — ~ £• 675,000 

We alfo niake near an equal confump- 
tioa of barley and oats^ vrz^ 

Barley^ 3 millions, at 20i. — -^ — 3,000,000 

OaU\ 3 dittos, at 1 6 J. — — -r- — " 2,400,000 
Thefe amount in all to — — • (^. 16,875,000 

But wheat at 48 j. makes the whole 
amount of our own expence to be - j^. 19,800,006 
If 151. only on 6 millions of quarters arc 
' computed for the coft of the manufactory 
of bread, it is 4 J; inillions more, in all -^. 24,300,000 
Which is near 24 in 63, or three eights of oar whole na- 
tional expcnce. I believe indeed, it will be found that 
hread^ heer^ and oatSy (the laft being chiefly cx>nfumed 
by horfes) are the grand fupports of the people of this 
country J and are confequently a very great objeS of our 
political ceconomy. It is obvious, that on wheat only, 
the difference upon 361. and 501. per quarter is no le(s 
a fum than — — --r — — . j^. 4,200,000 
which is equal to the revenue of fome great nations 
who fupport large armies, , 

On the other hand it is not pradlicable to fix the price 
of grain \ it is perhaps as impoflible as to fix aad de- 
termine what the feafons fhall be, or what the earth fhall 
produce, and therefore it muft fluctuates butitfeems 
2 to 
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to he a ^enfival o{Khioffi; fSrat a fiiiiher may liv^ vttf 
emfortaUy if wheat pep quarter is at -*^ 30 to 34.r« 
On the medium of jar. per quaher it is per 
bufheL *— — * -— "^ — *— — - 4f, 
Some indeed fay be muft have -^ -« .. jx. " 
If w& take 365. or — —.— -—— 4^. 6dL 
l^t 14s fiippofe that we fhall be fnends enough to our^- 
&Iv6& to endevor tO'bring it ^own as fpeedily as poffibie 
to 45. 6 i. I am not a very M man^ but I remem^ 
.ber to have fold good EngHJb wheat at Lifion which 
did pot coft above 2/. 6d, to 3J.- 

A radical inveftigation of this fubjeA requires ap- 
plicadon^ as well as abilities, and it is now under 
legislative cognizance. In the: mean while, without 
comprehending aS the mj/Uries of bakings ^^ '^ obviotti 
why bread is dearer and- lefs pure than it might be. 

. The deiire of riches, or the pleafures they furaiih» 
feem to. have turned the brains of every clafs of mankind 
in. this, country^ If it is true, that ibme gentlemen of 
landed eftates, in fome counties, have railed the price of 
arrable land to near ddubte what it Mras ; and if bread 
is generally deareil: where land is^eareft, it is no won^ 
der^ efpecially where, the taxes fall the heavieft, that 
the braid ihould bear a high price. If the landlord 
raifes the, price of- his land, fo that bread becomes la 
QA.X5 per cent* dearer, tho' in following the ch^iii 
of confequences, he may think himfelf entitled to 
kvy fo.much, be:will not confent that the cornfadlor, 
.miller,i^ meal-many or baker, fhould add 7 or 8x. per 
quarter on the wJieat, or the breads beyond what the 

law 
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taw of affize fpecifies ; but if he adds fo mucb, it is per 
cent. — — •^ — — — *^— i^ 
If the gentleman loads it, per cent. •— — 15 
If a great export, adds per cent, more — — 10 
the poor man will eat his morfel dearer than he 
might by per cent. —— — — — — — 44 

to fay nothing of inclement (kies, which may help to 
snake bread, as it now is, ,nme than twice at dear as it 
was 25 or 30 years paft. 

Befides due allowances for labor and fupport, if ad- 
ventitious profits are made, and ftill further if an ar- 
ticle fo efTential to life is adulieraui^ a man has hardly 
a fair chance for his life : and though it is not literally 
poifoning or cutting throats, it is exercifing, in a land of 
the truefl liberty, a kind of power which the moft tyran- 
nical nations do not pradife, tending to (horten life, and 
make the ^tion of it, particularly to thofe whofe enjoy- 
ments are very (hort and mixed, go down hitierlj. Th\% 
calls aloud for a remedy, even on the common flrft 
principle of felf-prefervation. 

Bakers are fuppofed to underfland the materials which 
they work up; and they have an advantage, or they 
would clamor againfl the millers or mealmen, with 
whom it is prefumed the greatir profit centers ; but they 
do not know the exaA proportions of the flour. 

The moil accurate and ingenious perforn^ance expla- 
natory of the dcfefts and abufes of the a£l of par- 
liament, I find in the pamphlet already mentioned, 
in titled, Important Confideratiom upon tht ASl of the 
Z^Jl of Geo. IL relative tQ the JJftzt on Bread. This 

fcems 
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feems to point out the remedy. It fhews that the 
bakers are in fault for not explaining their fituation 
in regard to millers \ and that we have unjuftly traduced 
the common people for not eating houjhold breads when 
there could be none fuch made genuine of its kind> un- 
der the faid ad, to give a living gain to the baker j as 
four loaves of houjhold breads fuppofed to be nearly fuch as 
the 505 lb. to the quarter, are required, for three of the 
fame weight of wheaten. This appears, by the Important 
CottJiderattGns already quoted, and from the moft obvious 
diftin<ftions of the produce of a quarter of wheat in 
flour, hardly to be poffible, as you may fuppofe will 
be made evident to parliament, before whom the ob- 
jcft lies. 

Have you read Z*s letter ? It recommends tW9 kind^ 
of breads tho' under new regulations. I hope there will 
be but oru kind ejlablijhed by law. He fays, 

** What an abfurdity ! to pretend to fettle the price 
of that fort of bread, of which the compofition is not 
known. Many millers have gained great fortunes there- 
by in a few years, and the bakers get at leaft eight JhiU 
lings per quarter in baking wheaten bread, in preference 
to this unknown compofition, of which houjhold bread 
was (or rather was not) intended to be made. 

If this had not been the cafe, the millers and bakers 
would have examined into the affair, and properly re- 
prefented and propofed a method, fo to have fettled the 
value and compofition of one fort of bread, in compari- 
fon with the ether^ that it fhould have been, at leaflr, 
as much the intereft of the baker to make houjhold bread 
N n as 
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as it is to make wheaUn bread ; and till this is done, ba- 1 
kers will, no doubt, continue to bake wheaten bread ] 
only; but if fome few of them fhould make bnm\ 
bread, which they call houjhold bread, they will take 
care it fliall be fuch, as will drive the poor into eating 
the former only." 

The ingenious letter writer proceeds : " It fliould be 
confidered what the miller fhould be allowed for grind- 
ing the wheat, dreffing the flour, and bringing it to 
market, in addition to what he gets by the bran and 
pollard ; and that allowance, added to the medium price 
of wheat, fliould be the medium price of flours to be 
ufed for the two forts of bread ; to which the bakers al- 
lowance fliould be alfo added ; and the aj/ize of bread 
fettled from that. But as the price of flour at market is 
not governed by the medium price of wheat, but by 
the quantity the millers and mealmen think proper 
to bring there, they make great advantages thereof. 

The two forts of bread fliould be made from the fol- 
lowing forts of flour, viz. 

The ivheaten bread, from the beft flour only, which 
is called houjhold flour : 

And the houfliold bread (or rather the fecand fort of 
bread) fliould be made from the whole produce of the 
wheat, the bran and pollard only taken out, which 
fliould be fo drefied, that the weight of the faid bran 
and pollard fliould be upon every quarter — — lb. 90 
and the flour produced from a quarter of wheat at the 
medium weight of 59 lb. to the bufliel — — 080 
from which may be made of bread — — lb, 470 

or 
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cr 27 peck loaves of 17 lb. 6 oz, each, allowing 14 lb, 
of flour to make a peck loaf. 

But the millers fay a quarter of fuch wheat will pro- 
duce only 

Of houlhold, or the beft flour — — lb. 224 
• Second fort of ditto -^ — — 45 

Fine middlings — — — 56 

Coarfe middlings ^-^ — — 27 

Bran and pollard — — 1— 118 

"470" 

The remedies which this ingenious writer propofes, 
are as follow : 

** The two forts of flour to be ufcd for bread fhould 
be diftinguifhed on the facks, the weight thereof, and 
the millers or owners name^ marked thereortj that in cafe it 
(hould be' found to be otherwife mixed than fhould be 
direded, or (hort of weight, it may be known who 
is to be anfwerable for the fame. 

The millers and mealmen, as well as bakersy Ihould 
be liable to be called upon to make oathy that the flour, 
which may hereafter be difputed, (hall be, in all re-^ 
ipe<5ts, as diredled ; and that the bread is made of no 
other mixture. 

To abolijh fo many names of flour^ which were in- 
vented to confufe ; otherwife, who can guefs the reafon 
why ^zfineji flour fhould be called houjholdy of which the 
wheaten bread is made ; and that the bread made of ths 
whole produce of the wheat (except bran and pollard) 

N n 2 fhou)4 
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in each parifli, to which I would heartily contrrbute, for 
their temporary relief; the money fo collected (hould be 
laid out in food and neceflartes, and diftributed, as near 
as poffible, in pi oportion to the diftrefles and largenefs 
of their refpedlive families, viz. 

To fttch perfons only as are known to be induftrious, 
who keep conftantly at work, and do all they can to 
fupport tbemfelves and children. 

And to fucli who, from ficknefs, or who cannot at 
this time work at their trades, and are therefore almoft 
ftarving, who are kncv/a to be worthy of fuch cha- 
rity/' 

Thus far the ingenious writer, who has given his 
thoughts, on his principle, with great candor and judg- 
ment. Now, Sir, if we take the difference of the 380 (1?) 
and 352 (^), it is — — — o^^lh. 

The medium of 90 {c) and the 118 {d) is — 14 
This will bring the 90 to 104 lb. of flour, to be 
taken out of the quarter. If we fix it at — ^ Jb. loo 
then both Z and the millers will have {i) — lb. 370 
of which to make bread. Let it be made ac- 
cordingly into bread under the name of houjhold breads 
and fee if it will not be the very objedl we feck after, or 
lead to the difcovery of it. 

The law for the affize fays, the quartern lb. oz. dr. 
wheaien loaf (hall weigh (f) — — 4 5 8 
The houfhold — — — — 458 

The 

{a) Page 274. {b) p. 275, (f) p. ^7^ (^; p. ^^^ 

W P»75- 
(f) Sixteen drami to the ounce^ fixteei^ ounces to the pound. 
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mixture they may remix a proportion of the fecond fort 
of flour, fine or courfe middlings, or the flour of any 
inferior grain that is cheaper ; fo that the confumer, be- 
tween them all, is certainly in a confuming fituation for 
want of fome fuch regulations* 

The diftrefles of the poor are, no doubt, very great ; 
and thofe who can prevent any impofitions that they at 
prefent labor under, and can devife any method to ob- 
viate and to remove fuch in future, fa that they may 
be enabled, from the known price of their labor and in- 
duftry, to fubfift and fupport their families, will render 
their country and them more real fervice, than by intro*» 
ducing too often, or when it may not be actually ne- 
ceffary, any temporary relief 5 for if that is not regulated 
yffit\i the utmoft prudence, it may have a very bad ten- 
dency, it being an alarming circumftance to fee nutn- 
ber§ of tradefmen and labouring people, who leave 
their work and beg about the ftreets, whereby the fpi- 
rit of induftry (fo eflential to the profperity and happi* 
nefs of every ftate) may be entirely abolifhed. 

Notwithftanding the above obfervations, I would not 
wiflik to be thought (what I am not) an enemy to the 
fufFering induftrious poor tradefman or labourer; on 
the contrary, in this fevcre feafon, when every necefl[ary, 
and every kind of food, has been made fo very dear, 
from caufes like thofe before-mentioned, many thou- 
fands of poor people in and about this metropolis are, 
no doubt, in great diftrefs \ and for fuch, I fhould be 
glad, at this time, to fee a collection made from houfe 
to houfe by the churchwardens and overfeers of the poor 
2 in 
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in each parifli, to which I wouW heartily contrrbute, for 
their temporary relief ; the money fo collected (hould be 
laid out in food and neceflartes, and diftributed, as near 
as poffible, in proportion to the diftrefles and largcnefs 
of their refpedlive families, viz. 

To fttch perfons only as are known to be induftrious, 
who keep conftantly at work, and do all they can to 
fupport tbemfelves and children. 

And to fuch who, from ficknefs, or who cannot at 
this time work at their trades, and are therefore almc^ 
ftarving> who are kncvva to be worthy of fuch cha* 
rity/' 

Thus far the ingenioas writer, who has given his 
thoughts, on his principle, with great candor and judg- 
ment. Now, Sir, if we take the difference of the 380 (1?) 
and 352 (^), it is — — — 2^8 lb. 

The medium of 90 {c) and the 118 (d) is — 14 
This will bring the 90 to 104 lb. of flour, to be 
taken out of the quarter. If we fix it at ^- Jb. loo 
then both Z and the millers will have (i) — lb. 370 
of which to make bread. Let it be made ac- 
cordingly into bread under the name of houjhold breads 
and fee if it will not be the very objedl we feck after, or 
lead to the difcovery of it. 

The law for the aJftTx fays, the quartern lb, oz. dr. 
wheaien loaf (hall weigh (f) — — 4 5 8 
The houfhold — — — — 458 

The 

W P^g« *74. {b) p. »75. (f) p. 174. (^; p. ^.^^ 

W P»75- 
(f) Sixteen drami to the ounce^ fixteen) ounces to the pound. 
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The price of the former, now wheat is at 6 s. per 
buihe], is — •— -— -— 8 pence. 

And of the latter — • — — 6 pence* 

In the fame proportion the two-penny ib, oz. dr, 
wheaten loaf is to weigh — — I i 6 

The two-penny houfliold — — — x 7 3 
The difference in the weight, (except a 
twelfth of a dram) is — — " 5 ^3 

which difFerence on the i lb. j oz, 3 dr. is a 
fourth part, or per cent. — _ 25 - - 

The compofition neceflary to the making good houfe- 
hold bread being afcertained by proper regulations under 
legiflative authority, the good ends in view may be ob- 
tained : but we muft slQ: with a certain liberality to 
bakers and mealmen, and render both more upright, 
and confequently more happy : we muft all learn todif- 
tinguifli what bread /V, and Jhould be, otherwife we 
fliall probably h^ baffled in our defigns in favor of the 
poor. In every view fuch confideratiom are important^ as 
the pamphlet fets forth, agreeably to its title. 

In the mean time, in regard to bakers^ we may ob- 
ferve that they are tempted to decline giving us genuine 
houfliold bread, no rule being prefcribed what parts of 
the wheat fuch bread fhall be compofed of. The fay- 
ing that the baker (hall 'make his wheaten and houfhold 
bread refpeSively of fuch qualities, that three of one 
may be equal to four of the other, left the baker in- 
volved in a difficulty ; but he foon extricated himfelf, 
by refolving to make only wheaten bread : and the way 
he took to accomplifli this was, by making fuch bad 

bct4jhQld breads that no beggar would eat it. 

Nor 
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Nor fhould we wonder, particularly in cities and 

towns, if the common -people of England, a country 

abounding in corn, and where there is fuch great occa- 

lion for bran, for the food of feveral kinds of mtimals^ 

Ihould obje£): to the eating of bread made with any great 

portion of fuch bran, whiljl thty art abk ia purchafi g§§i 

genuine houjbold bread. 

I am. Yours, (^c. 

Various Kinds of Bread no^w in faJhion.^^Good Houjbold Bread 
the onlj true Standard for general Ufe. 

LETTER XLL 

WHITE bread is at prcfent out of fajhion witk 
great numbers of the fuperior ranks, and every. 
kind of invention is introduced, by (ome bakers, to 
pleafe cuftomers, and amufe them. 

No. 2. I bought a fmall loaf of meJUng or mifceliany 
bread, made a great part of rye, which renders it muc^i 
browner, yet moifter, than houihold ; and if eaten witk. 
butter, is generally efteemed as a variety. — But the price. 
was three pence, the fame as the wheaten bread, the 
loaf weighing — — i lb. 8oz, 12 dr. 

and comes out per lb. at — —•-,-. i-^i.^^^ 
The reafon allcdged for charging this price was, t\alL 
the bread is made of the hejl wheaten and befl rye flour< 

No. 3. The next loaf I tried was houjhold bread, aa 
it was called, but fo black and hufky, that not even f»- 
fhion could render it tolerable. I have eaten of fuch. at 
a great table, where I heard it commended, for no other 

reafon 
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reafon which I could difcbyer, bat that it was not whiit: 
k has fo much bran ih it, and fo little fine flour, and 

* fome bakcr*^ tricks play'd cff into the bargain, it cart 
never pleafe for a month together. This was a loaf of 

• Aandard weighty and coft 3d. — 2 lb; 2 0z. 12 dr. 
and at this price it. comes per lb, to — — irf -iVtf 
Houfe-rent, repairs; taxes, and the mafter ba- 
kers fupport fuppofed to be included. 

No. 4. Upon examining the loaf of another, 
being a half quartern, wfiich he called good 
houfhold bread, it weighed the fecond day — 2 - i - IZ 
which is (hort of the aiEze — — — I 

This being at the price of 3 pence comes out 
per lb. — — — — — id^ 
I obferved it had nothing of the native fweet* 
ncfs of the wheat, and became dry very foon^ 

No. 5. I bought another loaf^ viz.- a quar- 
tern loaf of houfhold bread for Jix^pencfj weigh- 
td the fecond day " .:— - — -:- 448 

and confequently fhort of the affize only — t 

ahd comes out per lb. — — — id J^^ 

and differs from No» i. (a) only — - — -^6^^* 

One would not imagine that -^i^i or; as wc ftiay call 
it, one tettth of a penny a pound would anfwef for houfe- 
tent, repairs^ taxes, and the fupport of the mafter baker 
and his wife and family^ as pedple can now live. At the 
fame time it may be obfervedj that if he works up 
jooolb. of brcJad a day with the fame hands, it is not 
much lefs than 100 pence or 8j, 4^. If I am rightly 

{a) Paget a66, 169. 

O o in- 
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informed he makes more, and as he may percfaamce lui 
water enough to gain a peck loaf on 280 lb. t>f flour^ It 
will be 2 s. more> but he muft labour fotm/H/ vety 
hard. — In the mean time he faves 'one fehrant^s wages 
in carriage, for if you will have of his good bread yoi 
muft fend for it to his fhop. 

I muft here obferve, that if thefe cities confuAk 
6co>ooo quarters of wheat annually, at the rate M 
4971b. of bread per quarter, it is — lb. 298,200,^)00 
and per day — — — *- lb. 816,^86 

DiviJed among 700 bakers (a), each is — lb, 1,167 
This cheap baker can make his bufinefs anfwer only 
by quantity. 

I muft not omit to tell you that even this extraordi- 
nary good breads appears to have the common fauh of 
having more water, than bread made by private perfons, 
where equal ikill is employed, and not to be fo tho- 
roughly baked as it ought to be. . This is conftantly 
pradtifed by bakers, with a view to make up the weight 
of bread. * 

Upon this view of the matter, it feema beft to fix 
the ajftze on houjhold bread ohfyj left tffe Approach of the 
houfliold, when really goody fhould give occafion to the 
making the wheaten bread bad-y and atJength the baker 
calling bad goody will make the people pay the highcft 
price, under a notion of a fuperier ^commodity, when 
in facl neither is good, and the intention of the Icgi- 
flature is entirely defeated. And what parts of the wheat 

bakers 

{o) Some pretend there arc but 560 bakers ; but tbit encreafdf 

the <;waiuity to each. 
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bakers mal^e bread of, they cannot tcll ; they buy fuch 

4our as they think will anfwer their end, and look no 

further ; fo that the confumer is entirely at a lofs. 

. In the mean time, if this man proves to be a PhceniXy 

it will not figpify much. How (hall we go about in 

general to afcertain an objeil concerning which the laws 

-arq filent ; namely, the quantities or proportions of the 

fevcral kinds of flour produced from the quarter of wheat, 

which fliall conftitute the wheaten and koujhold bread? 

We muft be of opinion what the latter fliould not be, 

cither as to the fineft flour only, or fuch a mixture of 

coarfe pollard or bran, as may render it foon dry, or un- 

pleafant. We may reafonably conclude, whether it he 

in itfelf reafonalle or noty that what the rich will not 

chufe to eat for any continuance, tho' they may do it 

z while for the fake of novelty, the poor will rejcft ; I 

mean the poor in great towns and cities, where a 

kind of fimilartty of manners prevails, and where they 

are able to buy better. 

If the baker alfo continues at the mercy of the miller 
or meatman, how is it poflible any ftandard can be fixed, 
but by fome penal law, and yet it muft not be an ille- 
beral one. Whether for wheaten or houjhold bread, we 
muft guard again (I the term hrovjn ; for black and hrozvn 
are the fame, and not the true color of houlhold bread. 
We muft guard our words, and at length find out their 
determinate ftt:nfe and iheaning. 

I take for granted that fome thoufands of quarters 

of wheat will be annually confumsd in cakes and paftry, 

bifcuit, gingerbread, and fuch like-, but this need not 

O o 2 ad'cit 
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gMd birad. Ai to the price of the bread fo made^ the 
ingredients were comi^On, and nothing extraordi- 
nary : but fuppofing the flour he fold me to be all of 
421. perf^ck of 280 lb. Which I fufped, it is nothing 
more than the bakers are required to make their white 
bread of, and fuppofcd to make it of; which (hews the 
rank abfurdity of attempting to make two kinds at fo 
great a difference in price^ to be both fuch aa will^a 
dowft^ 

No. 7. I tried yet another experiment with nu third 
part of the baker's flour, which he faid was 4 months 
old, and two thirds f reft) ground Jlour (of the fame men- 
tioned page 266} and found it made fubftantial, well- 
tailed, and agreeable bread, tho* below the ftandard of 
the bakers in point of whitenefs. I obferved alfo, that 
as to the time of its continuing fweet, moift, {hort, and 
well-flavored, it threw all the bakers bread, and all the 
fevcral other fpecics which I had tried before, far behind 
it. It feemed to be near equal to what bread may be 
of the whole meal of a quarter of wheat, . taking out 
100 to 1 10 lb. of bran and pollard; fuppofing alfo the 
flour, or a part of it, to have been kept a few months ; 
for in convcrfmg with bakers I find much depends on 
this circumftance, as to the lightnefs, color, and flavor 
of bread. The tafte and color, as well as fome other 
drftinftions, may depend on the y^^r ; but its purity, 
nutricious qualities, and price, depend on the judgment 
which muft ultimately fix the ilandard, 

I am yours, &:c. 
ComputQ" 
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C^ftHtition of the Standard of fmb HouJhoU Bread as mcvf ««- 
fwir aUtbe gwdZnds in viewt reduced as low in Price i as there 
Jeems to he the greateft ProhabiUtj of/mcceeding in the Attempt ^ 
without any juft Complaints, 

LETTER XLII. 

PREJUDICES of every kind arc fecret enemies to 
truths they lie in ambufcade to enfnare her. The 
hardeft u(k is for a man to give his own mind fair play. 
— I write to you in behalf of the poor^ but I mean not 
to compliment them, or the rich, Excefs of mercy to 
one, or fear or hope from the other, may alike betray 
into a defertlon of the caufe of truth. 

Let us then take an attentive view of a quarter of 
wheat : it is ah objed, as important as life, tho' the 
found is vulgar and inharmonious. /• s, d. 

I quarter of 58 lb. to the bufliel, coding «— 2 8 O 
Charges of grinding, bolting, and making 
into bread, fuch as I have reafon to believe 
a common baker muft pay — 8/. loX 
Dedudl for bran and pollard 951b. on 
a medium of the 3 divifiohs below, 
fold for — — — — 33-057 



Coft of the bread in this view 213 7 

I will fhew you 3 difFerent kinds of bread on a tabli 

of divifionsy and how many quartern loaves they ufiialiy 

produce in a baker's hands. 

Brsn 



[ i88 ] 



Brail anu 




■ 




Additional 




pollard 


Render- 


Render- 


Quartern 


loaves I'up- 


Total 


taken out. 


ed floui. 


ed bread. 


loaves of pcfed to bi 


number 








4> 5> ^' 


made ot ihe 


of loaves 


lb. 


lb. 


lb. 




flour. 




8S 


375 


492 


"34 


7 


1 20 J 


95 


365 


479 


no" 


6 


llbl 


105 


355 


465 


107 


5 . 


112 



Thus the frjl table ftands fpread at 7 different cofts, viz. 



35 lb. of bran 




Gain to the baker 


and pollard 


Price to be 


and mealman on 


taken from 


fold at. 


I quarter of wheat 


the quarter 




mide into bread. 


of wheat. 


Pence. 


cofting ^l. 1 3/. jd. 


Loa<ves, 


£' '- ^• 


1 20 J. 


6 - 


t 6 8 


\^0\ 


6^ 


. 9 2 


i2aj. 


6i 


. II 8i 


1204. 


6^ 


" 'i S^ 


1204. 


7 - 


- 16 8|, 


1204 


#. I 

7 T 


- 19 3 


I20y 


8 - 


169 



Here it muft be obferved, that 141b, of 
flour is computed by the affize to make' i ]i, 
peck loaf of — — -^ — — 17 
Confequently 34.1b. will make i quartern loaf of 4 
And 3751b. will therefore make 107 fuch loaves. 
But we know from experiments made, and from 
the weight of flour as above, in th« table of di- 
vijimsy that 375 will make of fuch loaves ~ •— 
And I have taken the liberty to debit the ba- 
ker more — — — ^- loaves 



oz. dr« 
6 . 
5 8 



''i3v 

7 



Prefuming that he really makes in all 



12LCi- 

it 
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If iUcb pfe(ttffm(^ is uAwsK'nuiteble, I muft ftatid cor«^ 
rc(ftiB4.: but Whett-i^heir .frdrilF'^^Af/|<fr, that fomc bakcr$ 
wyi.make iwo pid IfiavesyK^ 8 quartern loaves, out of a 
fack of iri^al of aSolb. more than others i if fome (r^«/2/i 
thstt ^1^ 90 fuch Idav^s are made xif l%o\h. I km fup^ 
p(»rted in the belieif, fhat it is n6 imcdinmon pradtce ; and- 
that 375 lb. of fidur irt a baker's 'hartds do often ihaki 
loaves-. — *'•■• '*^.- **« -"*— ' ■ '-^ lao^ 

But let lh%.f«teie-quantity be- made inta 11 jj loave$ 
OnljT) andi iidmpared i^khiruihduJholJ bread i let the 
baking, tkt moifture, and the tafte of one and the .other be 
examincdj.ev^n.tni the^/A dty^^ and common feiife will 
carry us a great way in the conclufiotl. The one has its 
native moifture, the other is devoid of Jmell and ta/}e, liko 
a fponge jro^n di*y after it haS been filled with water, ^ 

If 6 loavei are taken off the iij, and they are fet at 
the medit^ ^ricc of 6 d. |, they will amount to - 3^. 4 i 
and cdrifequently th^ 14/. 2d.^ will be reduced to 10 10 -J 

This we n\^y J^e^fure of, that the bett^ the wheats the 
ffi0re havu ther» wiU be $ fo that the argument againft^ 
lixing the ftaadard on a certain produce oi Jhur from lb 
quarter of wheat feepfis to be ridi^rulous ; for the advanw 
tage will {till be on the produce in Jieur ; and I am a^ 
mazed to l\ear any one contend for eating oui* pfefefli 
white bready on account of the bakers profit^ whin thefe may: 
gain as much, or a very handfome fupport, on houJhoU^ 
bread. There muft be mealmen at the bottom of tbi# 
matter. * , - > 

It is difficult to fix the thing definitively, in any trade, 

that the pvoftiTcH's t>r pra£Hcer8 in It ibaH gain fo much, 

P p ncitHq? 



jieither more nor lefs/ when we fee fuc)i a difference in 
jflteh*if induftry and abilities. In th^ 9^^ while the 
107. 16^. ^ IS a hahdfbnrie gain. 

: You fee this kind' oF brea^ at jj. being thus forced, mzj 
^ve zj^tn of l6h 8 i//^ V ^ndl thfnk it is incomparably 
htktcr worth y^f. 'fh'in the'^conimon iuheattn bread of the 
ftme weight, altho* the latter fells for 8 pence* 

AVhilft others draw proofs . and arguments from 
the affiie tables^ ebntained in the A& of 31 K.Geo. II. 
I build on a foundation of experiments^ the fame as 
if there was no zSt exifting, ex€ept for the weight of a 
haf. Aatoany juft caufe of complaint of the exorbitant 
advantages accruing to bakers, it is not boujhold bread 
. ff^erly fi denominatedy which gives fuch advantages. 

Wheat being at 48^. per quarter, a quartern loaf of 
fuch bread as might obtain an univerfal good chara£br at 
7 i. will not give any enormous gain j or more than to 
anfwer for all the various charges to which the mealman 
and baker are fubjeft, in thefe dear tima. We muft not 
fiarve bakers who are to feed its. If their flour is not 
eiver water ed^ nor their bread under bakedy I believe 7^/. 
the loaf will ,fet botji trades on a reafmahU foundation. 

If we confider what the law requites, i. ^.4 hot^fhold 
to 3 wheaten loaves, the difference of i on 3 is per 
cent. — — . — — ■ — ^ 33| 

But if upon a comparifon- of the bread fitfbr ufe,; 
and agreeable to the people, inftead of i op 3 it . 
ihould be onty x on 7, the difference is 0«lly ' —1 14J, 

And how Ihall we And out any fuch^per^Benl. as 19 
in the. quality of the flour, as divided by the f>aker ? But 
fire (hall ,^y diicover why- » baker pttfeir^ to f^ive 
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8 pence for a loaf whTch he can fel), rather than 6 pence 
for a loaf which he cannot make. good fnougb fqr 6i. 
to fatisfy the confumer^ unlefs he ftarves himfelf. 

If a greater number than 5 fuch additional loaves arc 
ihade, more than above computed, then the quaUty oixh^) 
white tread will be run down fo much the more, /. /.it 
will be the worfe baked, and the foqper grow hufky ; tho^ 
the gain of wheat per quarter may be run up higher. 

Whether fuch additional loaves be more or lefs, this 
eiril, joined to the price of eight pence a quartern loaf, 
for fuch bread, I take to be the grand battery, whicli 
if poffible we muft fiUnce. 

Perhaps you will not think the bread in my firjl tabU 

iufficien^Iy good to anfwpr all the wife ends propofed ; 

let us therefore examine the next degree of iinenefs, by 

taking out iglb. more of bran and pollard, and I ap^ 

prehend it will approach fo much nearer the ol}je£t we 

J^ave in view. 

Second Table. 



Loave8'oi95lb. 




Gain to the baker, 


bran and. pol- 




^c.onil. 138. 7d. 


lard taken out 


Price 


the coft and char- 


of the. quarter 


fold at. 


ges of manufac- 


of wheat. 




turine 1 quarter 
oT wheat. 


ii6i 


6 - 


- 4 6i 


Il6i 


6i 


- 6 114. 


. U^ 


64 


- 9 44 


116^ 


. 6i 


- " 9t 


•116^ ' 


■ 7 - 


- 14 2^ 


ii6| 


7 1 


- 16 74 


1164. 


„ ?- 


I 3 ?* 



I am incrUnj^d .to believe that the lH:^a4 abovcmen*; 
(ioneds being at 7,^. will leave a competent %pport for 



the baker and mealman. 
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As to the white or wheaten bread in the hands of ^tk 
bakers, we know as little of the true compofition or 
parts of the wheat of which it is made, ^ of i&f(fi)oU 
bread, which is not fpecifically provided for by Uw. U 
we take it to be all of the 2241b. of flour produced frooi 
ji^ quarter of wheat, of 59 lb, per bufliel, or 220 lb« of 
.x81b. fo made into bread, it will coft, viz. /. s. I 
I quarter of wheat — — * — r— 2 8 
Charges qf manufadlury into bread about *— o 3 td 

.'. 2 II 10 

I>edu£l for ficonds^ fine middling$y and 
coarfe middlingSy 126 lb. fold for 15/. O 
pittos fine pollard, coarfe dittos, 
, horfe dittos, and bran 1141b. *- 3 9 o 18 9 

Coft of I quarter made into bread — i 13 i 
220 lb. of flour, at 3|lb, each quartern loaf, as 
fey law appointed, is within a fingle fraftion 
63 loaves, which at 8^. is — -r- — 2 2 Q 
Cbnfequently the legal gain •— •— o 8 li 
This, without reckoning any additional loaves, is 
^bout the i%s. which the magifirate allows, becaufc 
here is not above two thirds of the flour produced from 
i quarter of wheat, which is a^ually worked up, 

No]j)ody^ belieyes but that many bakers buy a fmaller 
portion of -the fine flour for theif wheaten bread, than of 
the other inferior forts, vrhich by r^grinding art reduced 
to'fuch a ilate, that themfelves can hardly diftinguifli. 
And if it wsre fruf^ that the wheaten bread is made of 
tjw lineft flour only, as the law fuppofcs, the abfutdity i^ 



glaring 5 for the, fine bearing at.lcaft as 22 to 35, whilft 
the' higher ranks, who are fuppofcd to cat fine breaif, arc 
'ccrteinly not ten in thirty-five, the common 'people 
•cannot poffibly be fuppHed with the 13 parts. Ginger- 
"bread and bifcuit muft alfo be prbvided for, out of the 
13 parts. 

As to the pollard and bran which the miller pretcnJs 
to take out, as far as 118 lb. in a quarter of wheat, (if 
591b. per buihel, there can be no dpubt, but that the 
fineft pollards are regrinded, ahd made into bifcuit aii^, 
gingerbread ; but ftill the abfurdity remains. For if any 
pollards are added to the feconds, middlings, and coarse 
middlings, and fome of the bran alfo, with Jittle or 
none of the fine flour, 2lnd made into bread, iiiid^r the 
name of houjhold^ we {hall find fuch bread ib bad a$ to 
be rejedled by beggars j and no wonder, if they caij get 
better aliment. 

If we take the whole quarter, it may be divided into 
• forty-five parts, viz. 22 fine, ^2 inferior forts, and n 
poarfe, or bran and pollard. 

The prefumption that whe^ten bread is al| made of 
the fineft flour, is in eyery view fallacious : it will not , 
be found to be true} and if it is not irue^ it is an. inju- 
rious impofition ; and if it were true^ it would be « moft 
impolitic ab^Lirdjity, as already mentioned, aggravated by 
the cuJUm of the common people here catting (his ]f4j^4 qf 
, bread-only. ' It would be like feeding on ortol^a when 
' imitton is in* itfelf better food* . . - 

In another ftatc of this matter thcj:c jfccms to >c a 
, ftfoi^er probability as to the truth, though no propriety, 
^' 'ittC?§5»r4 tQ the commodity, yvi^ 
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, « ■/.'. j'jTnt • I, s. i 

Que qtorter 6£ Wheat '-^r . liioR 280. 

Charges of manufaauring into hrts^ , — •» 7 , IQ 
Dedud, on the principle of 58 lb. to the bufhe], 

for I i61b. of wheat, bran, and poUvd, fold - 4 -r 

Remains — — — ' — 2 ri ro 
T^he quarter of wheat, at 58 Ib^ per btfthel, will then 
pr9duce in flour nearljr — p > -*^ lb, 347 

In triad — • — • >— — • ^6 

Jn quartern loaves (according to the ratepage 288) - 99 
Which at eight pence ezch is — .^ — 3 ' ^ O' 
Confequently the gain on it is — — 0142 

There is the utmoft reafon to ufe near 42rllK in bread, 
snore than fuppofed to be ufed, /. e. to make our bread 
in general, 'of 100 lb. only taken out of each quarter of 
wheat, inftead of 14a lb. feeing that the opening our ports 
does not lower the price, for it is now advancing {a). 

Fame g\yt% the bakers on 280 lb. flour, 8 quartern loaves 
niore than the affize fuppofes to be taken ; and if (b, 
the baker's gain is fo much the more confiderable, but 
it is dandeftine gain. If it really gives more nutriment, 
.|hc bakers are friends to the community ; but if it 
giyes /f/x, it provokes people to eat nem breads and ^c 
devour fo much the more ; fo that they had much betfer 
leave us to liquify good bread in good broths and foops^ 
in which it appears to me that genuine bread will incor- 
porate much better than adulterated bread. Thi5'Ire€6tib<^^ 
mend to the trial of the curious, apd alfo how far tBe- "" 

aliment is more nutritive. ., * -5-' 

„ .», .Much. . 

{a) It mud be confiderefj that 93>509/. value in wl)e^t^ at- cav 
per quarter, is but 3 weeks confuAiption for the biirs of 'moHality 
•ill/* 
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Much of this fecret depends, not only on the qualkyi 
or age of the ffour, but on the ^heat of which it 
is made, and its ag^. The fame wheat, if I s^m nqC^ 
mifinformed, of a former h^rveft, will render in a quar^ 
ter, more than in frejh wheaty very confiderably, which 
reconciles a part of the difficulty. 
• You may imagine that I am reckoning without my 
ig/?5 but it is not altogether fo : and I can tell you our ' 
hods, the baker, and the mealman, probably gain full as 
much as I affign them. In ordei' to give you fatisfafiion, \ 
I fpread another table. 

Third Table. 



Loaves of 105 lb. 

bran and pollard 
taken out of the 
quarter of wheat. 

• 


Price fold at. 


Gain to the bakej 
and mealman or mil- 
ler, on al. 13 8. 7d. 
coil, and charges of 
manufafiuring one 
quarter of wheat. 


112 

JI2 

112 

112 

112 

112 

112 
On the quarter 
(page 292.) flip, 
poled made ot all 
finejhur - - - 65 
Ditto «w;//A midling 
fiours (page 294.) 
- - - - 99 


- . 6 

. . 6i 
. . 6i 

- - 7 

:: I' 

. - 8 


- 2 5 

- 4 9 

- 7 I 

- 9 5 

- 11 9 

- 14 I 
III 

- 8 II 

- 14 z 



Suppofing a baker confined to 106 inftead of 112 loaves^ 
and.no body doubts of this being a truer Jlandard^ then 
his gain at 7^. will be — .— —- — g^, ^/i^ 
If any deduAions can be made on the charges of the 
manufacture, it is fo mueh more ; the fame of the addi- 
tional 
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tional loaves, if lie makes any -, alfo his own perfonal labofj 
and likewife his working up more than a quarter of wheat 

I am pcrfuaded, that flour of this degree of fincnefv 
be it kept a month or gvo, or mixed, * fome of a M 
age, and fome new^ will, in the hands of a London ba- 
ker, who is a mafter of his trade, ihake bread which dii 
gneatcft pcrfonage in the. land would prefer to whiter 
bread, and yet |;ive the meal- man and baker a Jiving 
profit at 7^. each loaf. And if we give jj, for a 
good thing* which will iap for feveral days, inftead of 
8 d. for what we know to be iaJ^ L c. adulterated, 
and fit for eating only the firjl or fecond day, we 
Ihall be very confiderable gainers by bringing fucb a 
fpecies of bread into common ufe, at a fixed ftandard^ 
both as to the price^ and true quantity, whether it ihould 
occafion a fmaller confumption or not. 

As to the two laft articles of wheaten bread in the 
above table, the gain as ftated is not fo confiderable as 
upon fome others ^ but this is fuppoiing the baker to 
praftife no arts. 

Upon the whole, by the tyranny ofcujiom^ we pay moft 
for what is leaft approved ; and for what cannot be fo pro« 
du£live of good to the community as a cheaper bread. 

Which ever table or price you chu/e, it muft alfo ap- 
pear, as I apprehend, to men who cznfeey tajie^ zndfmeU^ 
and to the learned, who underftand the powers and 
conftruiSion of the human body, that this commodity 
at 7^. is better than that for which we now pay 8^. and 
the goodnefs is even a higher confideration than the 
pecuniary value : for although alum^ which I am pcr- 
fwaded is ufed, may be good in^ (mall degree, to peopie 

in 
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in duxes, U mUft be bad far all dthers who aire hot idi 
fluxes. 

Iffuch quartern loaf rofe or fell a farthings zH wheat dif-» 
fel'e4 9^f Jff* in a' quarter, the matter would be fo equally 
poiGedy tb?t no one would have reafon to complain : no 
one need be tenacious of an opinion, but what is found* 
ed on experiment, and the teftimony of their fehfes \ and 
all kinds of mixtures and adulterations might be fo guard- 
ed againft, that it ihould be deemed a capital offence 
to pra£tife on the lives of his majefty's fubje(9s \ or to 
trefpafs, in this inftance, on the laws of equity and hu- 
manity. The (kill of the magiftrate would be necefFary 
to diftinguiih when to rife or fall ihe^farthing per loaf^ 
as it would often be more or lefs than 2s. 3^. per quar- 
ter in the rife or fall of the price of wheat. 

If i&a^ quartern loaves are made for the fervice of the 
poor, why not coin half-farthings here^ as they do in othef 
countries^ far the fervice of the poor ? Thefe might be of 
great ufe to fhew them the value of money, which is a 
fcience alinoft loft in this land. Large loaves of half or 
whole' peck keep the longeft moift : in fome parts of 
England they make bread of two or three pecks. 

We ane perplexed about bread, as the financier ^ the 
fiurchantj and the ctt/loni'-hqufe cleri^ about cujioms. If, 
for inftance, one commodity has half a dozen different 
duties, differently appropriated, it requires parts, and ex- 
perience, and memory, to digeft them. Juft fo with the 
bakers and the confumers of bread, only that the duties 
are open to infpedion, the produce of wheat guarded as 
the myjieries of the Bona I)i?^.— But this may be developed 

Q^q and 
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and make tbe trade of a baker, as it oiigkt te be^ ft ^diJi 
r&mple bufmefs, eafy and familiar to tbc moft romnioii 
underftanding. 

You Tre the above account is ftated at if Che li^iSsJti 
were to have all that is called gain oii a quarter of wheat ; 
ai^d if he had, he might perhaps live a little beTond^the 
rank of a baker; and fo far confound the order' Of 
things ; as the farmer, who attends the growth of dft 
wheat, ndw treads on the heels of thie gentlemaa wto 
owns the land, and apes him in hia mm^itr'^tfUvitiigy^ 
But unlefs the baker can work up and vend tw§ or t|^cA^ 
quarters a day, which would coft him more' for labofag^ i 
houfe-room, bfc. he cannot receive a very confideMUt ; 
gain. - .- r 

The method which appears to be the'inoft pollttal 
way of computing, is to provide for^die ^little aiid tlU^' 
great. We have reafon enough to complain ofthe iindi- 
ftinguifliing prejudices of the times ^yhMt ouf'fahwthnjM 
I may be allowed the expreffion, muft come from above. 
Virtue muft defcend. In the mean time, we'fkiaft pro- 
vide for the lives of all fnbjefts. We miift^w irito/to 
the lefTcr baker, as well as the greater, aiid prbxiniote the 
great caufe of comfort and population. ' ^ '• 

.To begin the work, let us ferioufly consider, ifiij^n 
.the laft computation of one quarter or wheat* in'%'r^ad 
fold at yd. per loaf, the gain is tdo^much'^of rtbt; 
remembering that fpeculative ideas of i^^ut^lUg^ tKeJ hHJ" 
ling ranks of people to a lower pitch of iivihg,'^Vhilft 
every thing is ri^ng upon them, partly on atcoiiht b'fihe 
vaft property of the higher claffcs, who can afford Ifti'^^y, 

'■ ■' ■ .■-"■■ v:= -■ ^\ is 
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is delufivc. The firft ranks muft {hew the examplet afnd 
reduce thejr ffejku^on to pradfice ; and this they ho# 
have iht faireji opportunity of doing : if thej will hot 
comply^ , and if we pirijb^ it will be but fair 16 ctsHK 
complaining oi^ tfie ji>0^. 

' ^^Thc ^tf/Vr, to. anfwer for die fuppbrt and the various 
gpnt^igenctes pf traffic in meal^ and baking, ftands upon 
Jijbie abftra6l of th^ three forementioned tables as follow^ : 
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poUSMl 


Loafet 


' at- 


at 
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at 
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at 


at 


talbenout 
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6J. 


6d.i. 
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6(jf.i 


^d. 


7f. 


• -H 


ofkduar- 
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1. d. 


r. i. 


s. i. 


. rf.' 


$. d. 


/. </.- 


/. *. d. 


8s 


I2C4 


6 8 


9 2 


II 8i 


14 2| 


i6 8-1 


19 3 


169 


.'^i' 


"H 


46i 


6 xi\ 


9.+i|" 9i 


14 2| 


167^ 


I 3 " 


J£L- 


112 


^5 


4 9 17 119 5 


It 9 


14 I 


III 



.-T^e medium between the 95 and 1051b. is loolb. 
and the gain at 7^. on the medium of 1 14 loaves — ij s. - 
,on^lo6 loaves only — : — — — *8 4 
which is 2^ 84f. fhort of the allowance made by t$e 
,^ npagiftrate on wheaten bread. 
.. The firft obje£l is, which is really the beft bread : the 
next, if the bread is cheap and wholefpme ; and the 
. third, Xs>fm upon a ruli. Seeing bow difficult it is in tbefe 
. d^ys.^o. keep men to their diftji^ and under g9od crd^r and 
rdi/cipiine^ I conceive the only probable way tofupcced, 
. is to malcc but §nejlandard of bread. 
. , Whatever^ is made further, being ii| pewy loaves, 
weight not afcertained^ i^ould be left to the feller and 
iufir* Thi^ would prevent the Common people from 
turning their brain?,. and keep f^ch bread from dbmcftvg 
Q^q 2 ufc ; 



MXdcfOuii what we afe abiwiit^ Tht^'^fm. WbOl^AM 
A s|iffiny ill ^gbtf anri h^^o 'gwd f^boWboie) 'iWtikt^ 
and Aoorifhing alinieiif; nd m ftr^ril 'Aot'fiMnRfcer 
^jniF a4«ut9y Ar iptimt^di apd prblMMj dtt nri^wbiild 
4iot complain bf eimrflbMs proQti tieing Muk; > ^ li^- - 

Ia regard to the gah^ wt tfijiik rertoemb6r kbikt it 
dUnAbt bd^^U hoaifl^d tip; i^-muft jf^y^ bftoTe HeAr, 
—repairs — taxes — InfMl^ance oF proper^— Ws on KSJB 
by accidents*!— lofs by bad debts on credit giyen th'Aid 
krs ; or by bhkers to thpfe who' call themlldves Vich^^^ 
fhe fnafter leaker's own tupport;, and St maly be iicipci 
that he has a wife and <:bildren ^ take carfe if^_ ^ 

It iextendf farther) for if the lAiller i3 not clbC^y at- 
tend^, he will not content himfelf, 0s fim$ charity wiU| 
%s. for g^oKfijug, ^M,$LU't(L far grimUnS; ^ fbsfling^ 
a <)uart«ff^ • i" ' 1-. 

If we let the price at 71& per qitertcyn.loif)| egd the 
gain per <(ttartet of wheat at 9 or lox. only ; if weokc itt 
the mafter baker'a^own-iabor^aiid theedditjonai quMityy 
above a quarter, which be Qiay woifc up^rtMi wa^dMHI 
compute the gainst ttff . but not f 4^. cam |ieir^' only.:) : 

By the node piopoM lie wiH eafiiyleua ^htm 
much he ftMld pay} and what guoiUviH 4m» idk^ 
^he meelomft #fid hisifcUv aocwdMig MB^^MantKfi 
charget) which meft yvj with <iiftai|cBii^ I^cMiftiS'^ 
fiour^ times and ijurons* . It b «ot paflUikr eoinahe ii 
law but that, the jimr will be gaeater orfefsM 4iftyeiic 
timea» afid iii dificfenk pares of the kiAgdom 1 4br wbiek 
)reafon iBagtftr%ce$ %greiR ladtsdesin iMkufg th& jsflisc^ 
to aI)oif more ^ {cTs |or fuch gain. 

There 
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brought ip mafekcft >y laad^. at neai^ is. per ftdt | but 
jl^if /cbieflf brte^^t hfimaur^^ydk^oik^ ieldani' graded 
,i»acttauurigtbieriven»/or in imiri^ttiillfp^bttt that tiM 
■Mifaffw qr wttirr rtAft i(pap^ it fiottie diftaitcc, upoA iht 
vrholfe his lehaiget- wiU often ftaftdaaarly thus : . ^ 

GacriagjBof jLfj^dcof flour to th^barg^^ . -^,.. .Q 4 
Waterage to Lc^ulc^ ; "^ ,.T^ .— :"^ A 4 
lading •- . — — . — . — .; P/* 
Warehoufe rooq^ — - *— « —".06 

jpartage when fold — ,.r-7 .. — , . . .0 ,9 

Jnfiirance on the way» and in warehpufe — - -r-. ;0 2 
Dflmdcrc in giving truft, ab^out >t per cent. — ^.. p^ o 

If: a fack of ^Solbn^ oudoes a charga of u^iidL ^ r 
•365!^ if he brings aU the produce of i tjuarter of wheat 
foflDur to market, -will be near •— ^ — i. «^ '3'iO 
•AUow a profit of a per^ cent, wiiidi asbc nMkas' *, ^ 
.q^pkak JKtuma, is Tcry aas^ dn* the prioit (tf* - '-- 
^>S^<por qusAtei^ itia »^ . >H*.. «^ ... . ^.1^ 
•So .ibat .'upoa this charge^ on tbi$ iidif tom-^-. :• ^^ 
,sHft%»; tiU brought £roin the milL to. tho bakei^# { ^ 
.ibop^ it a^y frequeotly be iiMr - irr*-^ .*mm .-^ ^^^ 
tacithoimejdmaii, whtchnxoacilte thd ^ipparena- - -^ 
great gaina afcrihed to tiio balaori ibr <m Y4r«'":j -l- 
ahefajeemaim but « '^^^^ . .»-«..; ^■««*.^' ..4iii..i0 o* 
wbicfa^n 365 days imxiifiuitiaboiv is-per ami. 156 ii ^00 
Now OMifidoring hDwaftfKLaLfub)aft.;igood:'bafaB»ji^ 
cantfais be dteemedaB cecttaiagaiflgaiAl:.^ ^ r :,«'....r 
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few bAers^bd itftHy ttdD^ ta^#^( :^4M«)«9i!t 
Milt atif#0r for fell tbik miti, lttes«^dNi|i«e ju^|i|^ 
TSst I grtiit thb liio'^«tiditgh't0<tlMaineii 

fbh ts no contemptible flm far M:ttikrt^^tid<auBM9L frith 
1^ (tech mirki of -(KiMrftlicjr md ]q4ke^:/duit «P ^g^ 
4biiiMlatioii (if cofri|fl9int can b^ made tm ijft pM^ 5,^^ 
^* ^ tor (ht am-fifhrj bis gain, wbatcver it f&%te 
1^, be has received it in the 49 x« HawtMomtf fiti:b fii^ 
tiors'there ^e, whi Mke confidcrabb. ettnes^'' X ntver 
fteanl ; I believe tbe mmikber is (tndU ^U is An 4Utii^ 
toiir trtAe^ and flioiiM itffbrd gain, :aa?wdltna»inan7 M^ 
contents of life and commereo. I£ (b<^ - J^ctnma ase 
ihade,' 5 per eent^'oir 40^1. is cnriJdrin^JiU .xr '^..is-.i 
-This amounts to'per quartier ' m-:..: am/ ««*«.: «:.2t:ib* 

^ Mt6f iht mm9f$lhdi^ tobtat in >grcattt'4M*i^4|Baitfi- 

' ties, aiM keeping ^ptho price, tfir^tiw^J^ivftofitbefMrf 

iKif 19 iiM^ihf^' CQnfidei<dtion': - but inii?fr)fViimiilwitlnit' 

^Wili ffli;- or ibech trnftW beavjr ooaboiyrloB.wlmkibe 

' landbdkter ftcdvee.«-«iJt»et us noOgei^tw iT(t}tiftiAUyr4ts 

^fipolte '6ne Mfmtmto anodm^ wbenofDJI m^y^^t^n 

'^ai^^othkl|g^(lrm heJdo«etj.vbilftQ\ip>i|i«spgtfaift,^^^ 

~ =0 rtfduaiiMi 0f I jfi 8 <«9^ andai«te/o^ o^ndft. £><or; 

""^ I moA^tiadily ^gyta with yoo^thati t^f«Aim/|br 

' gain pelverti- our mi&n,*(;afldu leada H»£llMl9qg{rJ0t» 

llunieriM MifehiafbiS'/ bcit:.dsqe iini&xl»ptiaAMMitn 

-eohi, df Ilear wb fliMld be^ ^^«"%^%^Jimiloi^i^:$z^ 

^'flonally, in fcvcral parts of this land of plenty, 

5 Coro 



j«ftbiii^%«* Wl^:)^rper cone* HHif #4ni»* - Att*%h«i»»ft 
|fiUre^iif9ift* n^ncimftandy ^4f c|i)y ki the c«rii^9^4ft 

ite^^^ qftAtV fot^ammm oA timr co^nrlMimli^ < 
^'^TB^ lilkA^iiifcfan^raus vAaaSi kk- devouring thehn^ 
%f^e^fo6rr arHnppofcd .to ht the* niMhrm^, fifftt\jtfpni^ 
and i£^' fbJ^ Che tDed fiouxietimfis pa/Ib through.iSii^e^ 
HJ^ndi i yet vmcrtt not for facb anumilt, 1 fe^if ^f Avuuld 
n0fteii1)c4»rod^4nxfceifi great fiiicf, . , ./ ^.; ^^^ 
iov}| the ii^thi/p^rcimle JfiiiUilier 
^^fter^f i¥lteat| die Jour wUdi iMt ? wodRs, uf isfi^ifinf' 
^pi^i aecofdtii^te the brah eM pfellaild ti|)(en),;fH)t9 bfi 
aei^uld^eil wkat/tr/V^ it fbould bt^ at^ with yery Jijj^ifi^ji^ 
metical knowle^e mbmI thus^ bemjght ch^kbpr^&ey^smi 
di^de them wiA a #earoiuU)le..tqiialftyi .;^hM^l|h at jnpe- 
^feAt he if enable t^^o. In-the mean time we muft^^iy* 
iAiember^ that itis ^e unhappix^aft fff :>tbefe,,Y^ jff^ 

^aiwliayenatinilb near us, fuficWuM tD grind. ^^thf,^cf)f- 
'>^«^|Mien4)f:^eiidiabitantiL Ti)m m^^:t^^B»g\lf^^ 

ntslQttigrci'^cnidottrt^utt fix«i?«he.,niill9riui|«i: a^i^fKir|o 
••«lllec bafcet '|k ffiap,;arc conikkc^ JJe^ifMffioPH JftM^ 

years iMilf a^e^beome siUlefs jf /ye^ ft^iWOBMftiCir* 
^^3^ufHfbtK«d^^ iftt'Cafe €f % ^ctLt^ M.t,krcf^i( we 
'-tepott whtatr and' duinot^^aiL wbecf .^^^r^rJA^. a 

fHftdem qaanlicj^ c^pedaHy v^hAni/lwM-ffif^ Af^ot 
-^«!Wk, we may be invdiYed iQ()^ W*teft> df^fecf*. 

i: . > 
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The SMift marvelloui confiderataon is hpw food, in ge- 
neral 18 furniQied, for fuch a multitude of fieosle ^^ cvn 
Ipot. Thvf it &eiB9 neceflary to provide more vmyrt 
rnUls OA tbe banks of the Thames, at or iiear I^ondon j 
and in cafe of hari-frefi^ mills to work with borfi^^ ^ 
a Iqfi rtfirt ; but thefe caa be thought of pnl j by thf 
public. We have ingenuity to render t)it thijig,^ by 
mechanical powers, more than poffible. 

I am yours^ i^c*. . 

i9me occajknal ObferuaticMS ^ frsparing Brmd^ £md 4uUi» 
tknal Riuuirks \ mth a moral and pBlitical Cs^cbffiofu 

LETTER XLIIL 

As to the various caufes which opel^te in the inak'^ 
ing good or bad bread, you may eaiify imagine 
Aem to Be numerous t the quality of the grain fown, the 
foil, the feafons, the harveft, the quality reaped, the 
grinding, the laying of the meal a due time after grind*^ 
Ing, the bolting, &c. the laying the Jpofigej in which th^ 
weather, and the quality of the yeaft, alfo the time it 
hys, in order to render it proefj or capable of promot-^ 
ing the true fermentation and purgation^ are all mate-^ 
rial circumftatices. On this laft depends die leavening; 
the whole mafs, and affifts very much in the color ot 
the bread, as well as in its Hghtmfs^ 'as I obferved in my 
laft. This you perceive depends on the ftilfulneis of 
the baker I and when he does his duty as an honeft, as 
well as a fkilful man^ he is not one of the leaft mem« 

bers in fociety* 

Iwift 
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I wiQi fome ext)€rt perfoti would give us an hiflorical 
account of this matter, drawn from experience and ob- 
ferritioTif and - as things now fland (a). Such a work 
would be of the higheft importance at this time, and do 
aiiy man honor. The writer (hould be a real baier^ b^t 
he might get various affiftances from the number of iO^ 
genious perfons with whom this land abounds. 

I have only to obferve to you, in regard to (No. 7. 
page 276), no one who can wait fhould make bread of 
flour which has been made lefs than 8 or lo days : if it 
is a-moaib old it may anfwer better. Where there is no 
art to encreafe the quantity, or whiten the bread, fucb 
flour being well kept, is found by experience to have 
fome advantages of nnuir Boux. But where illicit arts are 
intended, to encreafe the quantity, qx whiten the breads 
if I apprehend the matter right, the baker will prefer flouv 
which has been nn^ too long a time, viz. fix or eight 
months, provided it is fweet. 

Flour being well preit in cafks, and kept from th^air, 
will indeed remain eatable, for a long time -, tho' this 
depends on the quality of the wheat, and its b^ing. 
iiln dryidj the feafon when packed, the tightnefs of 
the caiks^ the tight packing, and fuch like. 1 have, 
eaten bread and paftry of flour funk in the Tagusy where 
it ()ad remained 18 or 20 months, in puncbepns. After 
peeling off a cake or cruft of 4 to 6 inches thick, the 
reft fcemed to be in a good if not a perfe6t ftate. 

(o) The Farmer's Letters^ lately publlflied, are worthy great 
attention ; but we want the M//ferV and Bahr*s Letters. ' 

R r It 
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^ It muft be obferved, that in general there is a certain 
degree of acidity which flour contrads by time, which 
helps the fponge in the firft fermentation. To facilitate 
this operation our bakers often put in a few pounds or 
Ounces, according to their quantity of bread, of veryM 
•jfcwTy which is become hard as a ftone, and is accord- 
ingly pounded before it can be ufed. 

The bakers alfo inform us that new flour requires 
moft fait : fome put half, fome three quarters, and in 
new flour a whole pound to the produce of a buihel of 
wheat. Salt binds the parts without operating with 
the potency of alum. The bread will not keep the 
longer for the fait, but rather the contrary: in this 
refpeft vegetable and animal fubftances (eem to be to- 
tally difl^erent. The RuiSans eat fait with their bread, 
fo do the French : and the beft boufhold moift bread, 
with fait ftrewed on it, is aliment for a prince. 

When we come to examine into the caufes why 
the bread of our London bakers is, as we find it to be, fo 
dry, hufky, and feemingly innutricious, in a fhort time; 
and in a word fo apparently different from bone/i houfe- 
hold bread, made with equal fkill, without any- artful 
defign, I apprehend we ihall iind fome pf the reaibns 
for it to be as follow : ' 

ifl. That the bakers either cannot conveniently pur- 
chafe, or do not prefer fuch-a proportion of frcfh flour, 
as, from its newncfe or proper age, retains a due por- 
tion of the native moifture and fweetncfs inherent in 
the wheat, becaufe it imbibes lels water 'thany7i?i> flour. 

2. The 
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2, The. putting a due portion of water in the compofir 
tion of bread, is one of the great fccrcts of a baker. 
.The management of flour to make it imbibe more water 
' than they are fcnfible will make the bread as it ought 
to be, is the myjiery. But as the baker's bread is for the 
moft part eaten the firjl or fecond day, he fuppofes it is 
not fo neceflary for him to look forward, as in places 
where they bake but once in a week or ten days. . 
., 3. The water really required is, per cent, about lb. 37 
The yeaft, if very good, at Icaft — — I 

Salt, being good, at the loweft . — — I J 

Meal made into bed houfhold flour gives near — 77 
In bread, weighed the fecond day, gives an encreafe on 
the Jlour abc^ut ^^ — . — — 26 

4. Now, if a baker will add ^ny confiderable quantity 
of water more, as the bread dries, the more hufky it 
will be; he certainly can encreafe his quantity of 
bread,*^ but he muft help it out with alum, or perhaps 
fome other ingredients, and be may force out fevenQ 
loaves more than fhould be attempted. 

5. You have often beard of farmers playing tricks to 
make their wheat fill the bufhel. Even in a granary 
wheat will gain in meafure, though it lofes in weight 
up6n the meafure, particularly in damp weather. Flour, 
I believe, is fufceptible of the fame impreflion. 

6. To prevent the dough becoming too flack, it 
is generally believed^ that bakers ufe alum, melted into 
the water, and probably fome other mixtures. It will 
certainly add to the color of the bread, and fupport the. 

R r 2 co« 
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coheCon of the fut$ flf the lotf^ fit 9B X^ keep its form. 
•Be the quantitjr ever £». fiBalli to anfwer the baker's pur- 
pdfcf) it muft be injurious to the coofuiner, psurtioul ^Ij 
infani$4 and it a.numUipft violation of the laws of Go4 
as well -as- of the land. 

fp It is fometifim thought^ that wheu wheat is dtar^ 
the meid-man or baker, or both, mix other kinds of 
ftouTi and fometiroes as low as that of beana* Thejr 
gre alfo fuipe£tod of putting in lime> or wfaiteing, 
or pulverized bones : the belief Cff whicA i% re- 
ceived bj fome. How far the iion accuTatioii may be 
llMiodcd on truth, I cannot anfwer^ but I am not 
inclined to give the reft any credit $ as. a man OMift net 
#nly be a yery infamous fellow who aded iiich a part, 
but could hardly do it without its being kuQwo,. nor 
known without being puniihcd. An example ia in? 
deed (hewn by the vintner, and in a much higher dc^ 
grce, for be foroetimes fells you wine which haa no juice 
of the grape.«--*Thefe are thy works, O luxury I 

As to the remedies of thefe evils, they feem to be in 
feme meafure marked out bjr 7L {v) but I . apprehend 
more is to be done than he mentions. 

In regard to the vu^ar $rr9n of the confumersy* ' 
- I. It appears to me that they foil into one, in-what 
is called the Ugbtmfi of bread. The more air it 
otntainsi fo much bigger jsritt the loaf appear, and 
the more trin^ the bread may be ; but bakers who 
mean right, and deal with people who do not run after 
ftrange inventions,, prick their loaves at*t6p ia the dough, 

o(i 
(^} See Z's letter^ p. 276. 
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onpurpoft that there may not be great hollows; aad 
if the flour be well fermented and kneaded, and wdl 
baked, it will be clofc and weigh in the hand, yet light 
to the palate and dig^ftion : it will break Ihorc, or, as I 
told you the marines obferved tp me, be like cake* 

z. As to the r^Z^r, the ufiog apart of the fine pollard 
%>T particles of the finer bran, which obftruds thecohefioa 
of the finer parts of the flour, this renders the bread 
the lighter to the digeftion, the more cooling to the 
body ; and, I imagine, the more wholefome. 

3. Who is a lover of fweet cakes and paftry, and unfer- 
mented preparations of flour, but foon finds how unkind 
they are to the digeftion, compared to genuine bread ? 

As to the difficulties the p$^ labor under, in regard to 
grinding and hlting their wheat, they are often a prey to 
the miller, efpecially when he is connected with the ba- 
ker, which too often happens.— iWhen this is the cafe,, 
it becomes the miller's intereft to decline grinding the 
poor man's wheat, or to do it in fuch a manner as to 
make him fick of it. He will buy bis wheat indeed, 
and fend him to his l>artner the iaier for bread, at a 
difference perhaps of 15 or 20 percent. lofs to the poor 
man. 

It Mras on this principle the ffcietf fir the fr$m$tim of 
arts^ manufadfuresy and commerce^ made feveral eflays to 
introduce band^mUs^ and feveral were executed with 
(kill, but it was found to be too laborious to work 
them, and their powers are not fufficient to make rmi- 
fkt€ work.-— Upon the experiment of iuch a mill for. 
grinding and bolting one bufhel of 59 lb. weight, it 
4 ftood 
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ftood thus : — — — — hours, mia. 
Four men employed — .^ . .. i q 

Dcda£l 5 minutes reft at one time, and 6 

at another — — • •— - 1 1 

Remains — — — •^ - 59 

The mealy being 58 -^Ib* paficd the clothes only once, 
and produced flour — — — 33 lb. 2 oz. 

Rubbles or bran — — — — 25 lb. 7 oz. 
If it bad been bolted thnt times the flour had been doubdeft 
much increafed, and the lofs on the weight of the v^iole 
alfo increafed : but it appears to be a very imperfed way 
of anfwering the purpofes of the poor, when' 48 inftead of 
33 H>. of flour may be made out of 59 Ibv of wheat : and 
for the rich, it can only anf\^r as to the being fure 
of the genuine produce of their own wheat. 

Therefore, where water-mills are not at band, the 
next fecureft kind of mill, for fmall quantities, jb 
that which may be worked by a horfe, or even an a&' 
For 100/. to 150/. fuch a covering and machind 
may be provided, as is fufficient for the purpofe, and 
every gentleman who lives where there is no water' 
mill near, nor mnd^mill to be depended on, will a<Sl die 
part of a fmcere friend to the poor and his country^ if . 
he will try the experiment. But then it is necefTaryiO' 
commit the care and management of it to fome perf. 
fon, a miller, or to a(Sb as a miller, who (hall he.. 
paid wagesj and have no traffic in meal or wheats for 
this is too great a temptation to eyil pra^ices. 

About London they pay for grindiog per bui 
{hel — — ~ ^ ^ 2 di, or 3i 

In 
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In the country they generally pay in grift^ viz. ^ of 
the peck, or -^ of the buflicl, which, when wheat is at 
6 s. per bufliel, is above — — — ^ ^, ^ 
This is for grinding^ the miller to fetch the wheat and 
cairy home the bran and flour, and it comes per quarter 
to, 2x. 10 d. It (hould be always paid in money. 

In other cafes it is 4 of a peck, or ^ of a bufhel, 
which is about — — •— a A 

When the miller fetches the wheat and carries home the 
flour he often takes 4 ^ lb. per bulhel, which in vidue 
at6f. is near 6 4f. or per quartet — — 4/. 
You may perceive, that in this article there is a grekt 
latitude left either to relieve, or to diftrefs the poor. 

A gentleman of my acquaintance, and a great friend t6 
his country, who keeps a mill in his own hanfisj^ 
aiTures me, that though he receives his due, the labor- 
ing people, by thdr own account, have generally 2 
lb. of flour fer buflul from his mill, more than they fay 
they receive from other mills i fo that you may con- 
clude he never wants cuji%m^ nor the people content* 
ment. But he never fuffers his miller to have the lead 
traffic in wheat, nieal, bran, or flour \ or to do any 
thing more than the duty of grinding ; if there is the 
leaft complaint, he is fubje£t to lofe a confiderable pre* 
mium given him under the title of a Chri/bnas box. All 
millers, / repeat^ Ihoiild be paid in money. 

As to boltings the common method is well known, 

though the different prices by which the qualities of 

bolting clothes are diftinguifhed may be iTometimes mif- 

taken^ The foor generally bolt for tbemfclves. 

There 
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Tlicre is a peifon at Manchefter who hat obtainod 
a patent for a wire cloth bolting machine, which 
feems to be an invention of gceat importance. Tbe 
probable durablenefs of it, the troth and quickntfi 
of the work, fpeak highly in its favor; but per- 
haps it may not fuccced the better for being kept in a 
corner, and fecured by a paUnt to the exclufioB of 
others. It works the meal by the fri&ion of brufliesof 
hogs briftles ; and you may eafily conceive, that the ve- 
locity of the motion, being worked by a borfe, or by wind 
or water, will make ^ick and fteady work. Different 
parts of it are of diflEerent finenefs i (o that by the proper 
movement of the machine, or the removal of fome of the 
partitions, any fort of flour may be drcQed and diftin- 
guifhed. 

Now is the time for men of fortune and abilities, who 
have their country's good at heart, to enter into the 
merits of inventions fo beneficial to the poor^ and to the 
ri€h alfo. This machine will fave many hands for 
the cultivation of the earth, where they are wanted \ and 
convert the produce of it the more fpeedily into food, 
to fupport life. 

I have but little further to add, beyond a few remark? 
on the export of corn. I have always conlidered this ex- 
portation as our proper mitu ef gold. But times alter \ 
it may prove a grave to bury the glory of this land. Till 
animal fubftance, beer, foap, candles, and fuch neccf- 
farics are reduced one third part, if not a half of their pre- 
fent prices, we muft ufe the more breadi and if this conti- 
nues likewife fo dear, of the two evils we fhall be in more 
danger of fufFcring from fcarcity of provifions, than from 

fcarcity 
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ibarcitjr of gold, or the diminution of our balance of 
tnde. — ^In fliort, we muft cbnfult oMtficurityy w thcfrfi 
^i^y and drop fojr a while the idea* of encreafe in riches. 
As to animal fubftance, it feems ftill to rife upon us ; 
aad I bear fome complaints of bad mna being brought to 
market, which is a ufual confequence of fcarcity, though 
the people had better feed on bread only, than eat meat 
which is not good. 

Upon the whole, let the fcarcity abroad be what it 
may, unlefs the price at home be moderate, nome 
of it (bouid be fent out ; except that from a principle 
<>f bunuuiity, we Ihould give tf particular permiffion for 
a certain limited quaAtity^r Large eicports, which rarfe the 
price, operate as a tax oh bread, which falls on the poor. 
Thefe are confequently difabled from drinking beer, 
uid we lofe in one article, mdfe than we gain in the 
other s befides the danger ariiing from tbdu^being 
diiheartened or difcontented. 

In the mean time, it will help to keep up the fpirie 
of tillage, if the farmer can putichafe other neceiTaries 
cheaper than he could do before: If the condition 
of leafes be made, to grow a certain quantity of wheat, it 
iffilX add to the quantity ; or if zri additional bounty is given 
on exportation, when the price is below fuch a ftandard 
as affords encouragement. 

In eveiy cafe we muft ultimately refer to the prevalcncy 
of our cuftoms and manners^ that the people may learn to 
diffinguifh what is ejfentially necejfary to the prefervation 
of their lives and their comfort , from what their fancy 

S f 'and 
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and opinion didate ; and not refine away the fubftancc 
of found policy, or^as the dog in the fable, let go the 
fubjlanci which we want, and catch at the ihadow of the 
thing which is not neceflfary. — In a word, we feem to 
be arrived at a pafsy where we muft halt^ and col- 
\cSt our forces, and give them refrejhnunt. We muft 
examine the ground we are encamped upon, and recon- 
noitre the enemy^ left our confidence in vidlory fliould be 
the caufc of a defeat. 

Before I conclude thefe feveral (I fuppofe ibme imper- 
USl) remarks on corn, I muft obferve, that the fubjed is 
become, in fome refpe6ts, fo del'cate, that the a£fs rela- 
ting to it are contefted. Every art has its craft ^ and 
the pra£lifers often live by it. Till we can find out 
the means whereby bakers may gain moft, by making a 
lefTer proper num^r, rather than a greater forced num- 
numI)(ti)Of loaves, of the fame weight, out of any given 
quafitity of flour, we muft calculate, let the qualltj of 
fuch flour be what it may, that they will maJte the mojl of 
iti and confequently that their profits will be accord • 
ingly. Yet, as many of the fame trade differ in honefty, 
ds well* as (kill, and many confumers examine a little 
what they eat^ as it is alfo an article in our political 
creed, and moft agreeable to our genius and humanity, 
that a guilty perfon fhould pafs with impunity, rather 
than an innocent one fufFer ; we miift give food and rai- 
ment to the honeft baker, as well as to others ^ and to 
him who works up two bujbels, as well as to him who ma- 
nufa&ures two quarters of wheat, or any greater quantity, 
in a day. 

It 
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It Teems to be certain, that unlefs the computation for 
the gain on bread be made with equal liberairty and pru- 
rience, fo that the many thoufands employed in this 
branch may Eve on reafonable terms, we fhall not ob- 
tain perfed good bread at any price at aU. I am well 
perfuaded at pi^efent, that you have not fo good a com- 
modity at eight-pence, as the trials and computations I 
have mentioned will give you at feven- pence : fo far we 
are horribly impofed on ; or, in other words, impofi 
en ourfelves^ becaufe, like children^ we cry for whitt 
Iread, Let us determine on a law, and endevor to 
preferve it inviolate s and there can be no doubt of 
fuccefs. At prefent we pay too much^ and yet have a 
bad commodity. 

In regard to the perplexities which ari(e upon confi- 
dering the different weights of wheats and confequently 
their different produce xnjlour^ itwerehappy if the wheat 
were fold by weighty but we muft not fuppofe that we fhall 
grow the worfe corn for any law that can be made. If we 
take our chance, we fhall find, as we have done hither- 
to, that corn-fa£lors, millers, and meal-men, will mix 
their corn, or at Icaft their flour, and often fell the good 
and bad together. This is a conflant praJSice, and it 
frequently makes the betiir bread. 

If the baker is deceived in his fiour^ he will find it in 
his breads and will be careful of whom he buys flour ; 
and the meal-man of courfe will be cautious what he 
brings to market. The apprehenfion of abufe^ on this 
head proves too much. Our ancient laws, which flood 
for ages, regulate the aflize on wheat, not flour. Our 
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anceftors thought this mode the lead exceptiomble, 
grinting it to be fubjefl to various evils. 

There is one fure maxim in trade, that where great 
profits are made, numbers of people will go into the 
bt.inch, ti!l by counterafiing each other, the generality 
\ri!l receive the benefit ; but general abufes can be cor- 
rected only by puUU laws. 

In regard to what I mentioned, page 265, of wheac 
of 5c lb. weight the bufliel, being hardly fit for bread ; 
I have been fince aiTured, that in the northern parts of 
this iflznd, their wheat generally runs but little more 
than 5c lb. yet makes good bread. 

With refpe£l to the great jealoufy n^ich exifb, that 
millers are not to be trufted ; I apprehend that there arr 
honeft men of all trades ; and both millers and bakers, 
confidered judicially, (hould be beard before they are 
csndemmd, , 

As to him who pretends to decline grinding the wheat 
of the laboring part of the people, he muft render him« 
felf obnoxious to their refentments ; and if complaints 
arc made to the neighbouring gentlemen, theie, who are 
the natural guardians of the indigent, will apply thcm- 
fclves to the confideration of the means whereby they 
can counteraH fuch men, who are as much enemies to 
the landlord^ who employs the poor, as to Xht tenant or 
laboring poor themfclves : and if the miller u;fi/ not a& in 
charader, he ought not to aft at all, whenever the land- 
lord can legally prevent it : for fuch fellows counteraQ 
the beneficence of Providence, and, as far as they can, 
make war with heaven. 

4 Wc 
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- We fhould alio uke other methods %o enp-eafe the 
quantity of aliment. We (hould keep fewer horfes for 
pleafure, and breed lefs numbers for exportation $ and 
if we had more pafiure for {heep and oxen, we ihould 
confequently have more beef and mutton. 

And in regard to hand-mills, mentioned page 309, 
whether they may not be employed by gentlemens or 
formers fervants, were it only to irgai horfe beans, and 
grind bran, for thefe being mixed with oats might fave a 
great deal on the article of horfis feed, for which a vafl: 
confumption is made in oats : and it is confefled that we 
fed it moft fenfibly in its confequences, with regard to 
tht Joo J fif men* 

Our firft concern is the neceJJHies of the laboring 
part of our fellow fubjeAs ; and the fhewing a good 
example I and whatever we gain in bread, on every 
quarter of wheat which the affluent confume, and yet 
have a better commodity, fo much ?ncre bread will come 
to the fhare of the poor^ and fo much more money will 
remain in. our pockets, which we may difpofe of for 
the relief of the poor. 

A nation may be undone for fear of being undone ; 
i< e. lofe their liberty for fear of lofing it ; and if our me- 
thod of encreafing prices grows to maturity, like a difeafe 
in the natural body, it may not be curable, but by reme- 
dies as bad as the difeafe* 

A complication of caufes have rendered all provifions 
dear. The high price of bread muft be carried partly 
to the account of the rapacious temper that prevails 

amongfl: 
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tmongft us. How guiltlefs man^ are I cannot fay : I 
think the landed proprietors have a {hare in the guilt. 
The monied proprietors hare alfo contributed, — becaufe 
the/ an fi ricb^ and fpend extravagantly. Merchants 
have contributed, becaufe of their fuccefs in trade, and 
during our late w^rs. The whole nation has contri- 
buted, becaufe they have confumed^ not according to the 
produce of the earch, but according to appetite and fanej^ 
and as if we were ahvays to tommand the world. In 
a word, we have all exceeded the bounds of neceflity or 
moderation ; and we muft all mend our cuftoms and 
maimers, or it is cafy to forefee that the evil will 
encreafe and grow infupportable. 

If a man of 500/. per annum were engaged to pay 
away jooA and then, being told he muft live on 400/. 
fliould in anfwer fay, that the propofal was drawn up 
in Eutopia ; would you not think him a proper inha- 
bitant for the hofpital in Moor- fields ? And yet, if you 
talk of par&mony, as going to the root of our 
political difeafej people will turn thiir backs upon you, 
or laugh in your face ! 

If we have not virtue to mend from choice^ we 
muft do it from neceffiiy. If we do it early, we may con- 
tinue a great people ; if not fo great in a political view, 
yet greater in our moral character. Whether we mend 
or not, it is probable we are paft the zenith of our 
glory ; and yet we may remain for ages glorious, fome- 
times a little under a cloud, fometimcs darting forth with 
more tranfplendent brightnefs. 

U 
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In regard to our preying on each other by running up 
the value of things, we feem to be Iik:e an impetuous tor- 
rent, where wave impels wave, and ebbs downward, 
with a velocity proportioned to its height and magni* 
tude. So are we (ahjeSt as it were, by the law of gra- 
vitation, to ^fitii each other. Heaven grant we may 
ihow, that we have heads and hearts capable of main- 
taining ourfdves in thofe facr^d rights which belong 
to our refpe&ive ftations, and which are eflential to our 
liberty ; remembering, that liberty and virtue, in the 
ifiiie of. things, will certainly be found infeparably 
allied, and their union indifToluble. If you part with 
either, the other will certainly leave you, perhaps 
never to return again! — ^Let us hope for the beft,-^ 
and be aflured that 



I am, very fincerely, 

rs, &c. 

J. H. 



March, 
1767. Yours, &c. 
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